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CHAPTER V.
Mrs. Erlesleigh's utterance became choked by the vebe.

inence wth which she had spoken, aud she paused, gasping
for breath. Anthony remained gazing at hier in silence,
while a look cf dismay and alrnost of terrer gradually stole
over is face, as hie pondered on bier last' words. He had
grewn vçry pale, when at length hie spoke.1

4"4Mother, " he said, '"I 1do not as yet of course at ail un.
"derstand the nature of the evils yeu dread fer rny brother,
and therefore I cannot estiînate the extent of the service you
require at my hands on his behaîf. But surely-surely-
when yeu speak of the surrender cf my life-the abandon-
ment of al ny hepes, yeu deoflot intend me te give up the
work to which 1 have dedicated my whole existence ? Voq
do: fot mean that I arn to desert the cause cf the African
&lave, for which 1 have resolved to live. and if need be te
die ! "

III do!" she answered, starting froim her pillows and
ciasping her hands wlth passionate energy. "IIs net my Rext
mnore- precicus te nme than ail the races cf slaves that ever
trod the carth ? ought lhe not te be se te you also-his, enly
brother? In any case-knew this-that unless yeu cast
aside for ever ail your fermer schernes, and give yourself Up
te dwell here with my darling, te guide hirn day by day, and
heur, from ail the dangers seen and unseen, whiich shahl as.'
sail him, you will rob yeu mother's death-bed of ail hope and

peac; yeu xiii terment me even in that other world, wherî
surely seuls rernember gll they have. leved on earth ; and,
crueller far than any anguish you nay bring on me, yeu will
be the destruction cf my dear and noble bey; you Will turri
ail the fair promise cf his life te, bitterest ashes of despair ;
you will malte bis fate such that it would bave been better
for him if he hacl neyer been hemn; aye, and for yourself,
tee, in yeurjust remerse. Can you hesitate, Anthony Beres.
ford? will yeu not give me the unreserved promise which I
ask? I-your dying mother?"

lHe gave a heavy sgh, and then said, very gently, "My
dear mother, it is impossible that I can make yeu any an-i
sxver, far less give you se tremendous a pledge, wbile 1 stili
rernain in ignorance cf the secret nieaning cf ail that you have
said. Tell me what it is you fear for Rex, and hew far any
protection cf mine can avail him, and then 1 shiaîl endeavor
to ascertain in wliat formn God mnay will te use niy life ;
whether fer this cherished child, rich in ail the world's best
possessions, or for the many thousands who se long have
stretched forth their chained hands in vain, appealing for
pity, with a dlaimi which I have lield te be strenger upon me
than any other I have ever known, because as yet, at least,
they have ne helper. But, dearest mther," bie added, I
fear yoýu have flot power te speak more now ; yeu seemn very

Mrs. Erlesleigh signed te bim te give bier anether glass cf
the cordial, and when she had taken it, she said feebly, It 
is truc that strength fails me te tell yeu ail I weuld have yeu
learn, but death leaves me ne time te postpene the revela.
tien; it is well that, littie as I tbougbt te leave my Rex fer
years te cerne, I yet had sufficient foretheught, in the uncer.
tainties cf ife, te leave a record cf ail that I would explain
to you now if enly this panting breath weuld let me do it."
She took a paper frei*beneath bier pillow as she spoke, and
put it into Anthonys hand. IIVou must read this here by
iny side,") she said, IIand that witheut delay, fer. I cannoý
bear this anguish cf suspense anether heur, even if I ceuid
I>c certain that such a space cf tirne wouid yet lie given nid
on eartb. Take it, iny sen, and read it new, while I fllew
the glance cf your eyes along eacli une with the passionatý
pleading cf my heart that it may win ycur compassion fei
iluy Rex, and secure for me your pledge te give yeurseif td
him,4 and te bim alene, se long as life shaîl last for beth."

She lay back then on ber pillow, flded lier bands in an
attitude cf entreaty, and flxed bier eyes on Antheny's trou.
bled face as he unfolded tbe paper and read the folowing
lines, bearing a date in the summer cf the previeus year:-

1*1, Marian Eriesleigh, write this record with the intentierý
that it shalînever he seen, excepting in the improbable evený
cf Pny sudden deatb-imprebable because I amn at present inl
perfet health anid strengt-but sheuld 1 be unexpectedly
cnt off by any accident, wbicb weuld leave me ne time for
final preparations, 1 then bequeatb this paper te the perser4
who, at tbat time, shall stand in nearest relatienship te my-
dearest son, Reginald Erlesleigb. 1 pray that it rnay be bis
brothee, Anthony Beresferd ; but if hie should net survive me,
let that one whc shall be mcst clesely linked te Reginald by
ties cf bioed read the solemn appeal I shial herein make te
bisa, with ail the fatal reasons which render it needful, and~
theu let bisa show mercy te me and te my carling by grant-
ing, MY request, even as lehe imself shal boecfer mercy in
the world te cerne. Excepting as a provision for suddexl
death, and tbat on behaîf cf the son wbe is dearer te me than
lif, I shouki bave neyer trusted te any wriUten document tbý
facts 1 am about te record ; fer I would, in truth, ratbe~
cut off niy right band than that tbey sheuld be knewn, inasý
mucb as they refer, alas! te errors committed by my mosý
beloved husband, Francis Erlesleigh.. May it net be sorný
excruse for him that the fatal deeds which marred bis life and

bave believed it possible tbey sbonld commit, and certainly
this was eniinently the case with my poor Frank. Up te
the timie cf bis separatien f rom me he had neyer swerved ils
the least fromn honour and trutb, altbougb he had indulged
in bis inordinate passion for gaming te an extent whicb. had
swallowed al the money he pessessed or could obtain frem
any available source ; but there is ne stopping short in that
career wbose fatal fascination can master in the end every
principle cf right, and quencb ail better aspirations. Stung
te the quick by my abandonuient, Frank found that the ex-
citement cf the gaming-table had beceme an imperative
necessity, which he must gratify at wbatever cost, altbough
be knew then that be bad aiready placed himself in a posi-
tion whicb made it impossible fer him te do se in any honor-
able manner-ali that bu possessed as a ycunger son was
gene, his eIder brether, wbe had refused te help bim any
more, was stili alive, and engyaged te be married, se that he
ceuld flot even. raise meney on bis expectations as bis possible
beir, and he was, besides, largeiy in debt.

." Precisely at this juncture, by that fatality which causes a
sudden temptatien te start up at the very moment when it is
calcuiated te be mest attractive and mest easy cf execution,
an oppertunity effered itself te my peor husband cf obtaining
a large suin cf imoney witb which be imagined be could re-

pai r al bis lesses; according te the gamester's hopeful creed,
wbich satisfied him that the tide cf fortune was certain te
tomn in his favor afler the long continued ill-luck whicb had
brougbt bim down se iew. He ceuld net resist the mad im-
perieus longing te become pessessed cf this sum that seemed
te be his only chance cf salvatien ftem utter muin ; Lut-eh,
that I sbeuld have te write it !-the mode by wbich it was
te be obtained was nething less than a fraud, inveiving net
himself enly, but aise, without their knowledge, two cf bis
'mest intimate friends. One ef these-Henry Vivian-was
the person whomn, next te myseîf, he bad perhaps always
loved the best. Tbey bad been companions at scbeol and
college, and were tben brother officers, and the attachment
which bound Vivian te Frank was especialiy deep and ten-
der, sucb as a man might feel fer a favorite brother, te wbom
ail bis confidence and trust was given. \Vith Dacre, Fiank's
friendsbip was cf a mere ordinary kind, theugb circumstances
had drawn tbem inte a goed deal cf intimacy ; but my dar-
ling husband was indeed beleved by the whele cf bis bre-
ther officeis, and by ail who knew him, fer, there neyer was
a man who exercised greater fascination upon others, or whe
posscssed more charming qualities, despite bis one great
fault.

" I cannot bring myseif te enter into the details cf the fraud
by which my poor misguided Frank did, after long struggling
with bis sense cf benor, at last ebtain the money he coveted.
His ewn name was sheltered by the nature cf the transac-
tion ; and cf this 1 arn certain-that if he bad been aware:
that greater risk attacbed te the reputatien cf bis friends, be
neyer would have let bimself be drawn inte the fatal net,
whatever might have been bis dorn ithcut the belp it gave;
be helieved, in tuth, that bis friends weuld neyer know their
names had been used-that be sbould gain a hundredfold
more than be bad taken, and would repay te ail tbe double
of what they bad lest, tili there rem-ained net a trace cf bis
secret swiftly repaired crime ; ail these expectatiens' failed
most hepelessly ; a fexv nights' play, when bis persistent iii-
luck follewed him, and bis own recklessness, increased witb
every disappointment, was sufficient te deprive bim cf the
vast sum for which be bad sinned se deeply; and muin, dire
and complete, carne down net on himnself alone, but on bis
twe fiends, wbo by some unteward circunsstances were be-
lieved te be the realiy guilty persons, wbile Frank was sup-
posed te be cnly innccentiy made te share in their machina-
tions. Hie attempted te nsake the trutb known, tbat the e-
probation freely given te tbem migbt fall upen himself, but
bis self-accusations were net believed, and just at tbat time
the deatb cf bis eider brother frem an accident in Eg-ypt,
wbere be was travelling, obiiged Frank te leave England
suddenly for the East, and wben he returned-ne longer the
mmcnd ycunger son, but'the possessor cf Darksrnere and al
its wealth-the false esuts cf his fanit bad overtaken both
Dacre and Vivian, they bad been dismissed the service, and
had disappeared, overwhelmed witb ruin and disgrace."

CHAPTER VI.

Mrs. Erlesleigh bad been watcbing the expression cf An-
tbony's face with increasing anxiety as he read the painful
record it had cost ber se much te write, and at this peint in
ber narrative there was ne mistaking the look cf indignation
and disgust witb whicb be learnt that bis stepfather had net
only perpetrated a fraud, but one cf wbich the discevery bad
brougbt punishrnent upon the innocent and left unscatbed
the guilty. She trembied befere the justw ath that gleamned
fresa bis clear, benest eyes, and caught bis hand suddenly in
bers. " 'Anthony, Anthony ! it is net fer man te avenge the
sins cf the fathers on the children. Oh, let net the errors of
my husband, buried witb bim long since in the grave-let
tbem net steel your beart against my Rex ; he is innocent-as
yet, at least!"

" Do yeunont know, mother, that I bate inj ustice ?" said
Anthony, almost sternly. " I trust that I shahl neyer
deal ýunjustly by any one, far leas by my brother and yotîr
son.,6"ýRead on then," she said, falling back on ber pillow, "«it
is only Rex that I can hope te shelter new. Yen will cen-
demn rny peor busband, 1 knew; buît I arn geing te bim,"

in a remete part cf Ireland, wbere be had been stationed
with bis regiment, and whiie still abroad be had beard mndi-
rectly of the discovery cf the wboie affair ; cf the muin wbicb
bad overtaken bis friends, and the singular chance by wbicb
hie himself had escaped detection, and, finally, cf the total
dîsappear-ance cf both Vivian and Dacre. Had these two
nmen net placed thenîselves thus absolutely beyond bis reacb,
my busband assured me that be wculd have confessed the
whole tutb, te bis ewn utter niisery, in order te clear tbemn
from the cruel disgrace wbicb bad fallen tîpon tbem se un-
justly ; but, altboughbch secretly made every possible effort
te find tbemn, be could obtain ne dlue wbatever te their place
cf concealment. The atiair had been but a nine days' won-
dem even in the iocality wbere it bad taken place, and soon
the wbele circumstances, and even the very naines cf Dacre
and Vivian, ceased te bc mentioned or ememibered. Frank
believed, therefore, tbat ne confession cf bis could 'reacb
tbem or benefit tbem any more, and he bad net the moral
courage te crîminate bimself witb ne resuit se far as tbey
werc concerned; and with the certainty that be- weuld there-
by put an end for ever teail the hopes cf happiness that
were even then epening eut se briglhtly beforebmim-for be
andh I had met again-both free, botb fathful, and we bath
learnt the unwothy falsehoots wbicb had kept us apart, and
were looking forward te a life cf unutterable jey together ;
but lest these wbc ma>' reath this record after my theath,
sbeuld tee barsbly cendemn my beloved busbarîd, let me
state in bis faver that te me be confided ail the trutb of bis
past errers. Snrely it is a trait that speaks well for him,
despite bis fanîts, that he told me plaînly he wculd met
marry me inless 1 krkew bim in bis werst aspect, tbough te
lese me would be more terrible te bim tlian death inelf.

-"1 was sbocked indeed when I beard of wbat he bad been
guîlty, but ah! I lov ed bim se devotedly that even greater
crimes than bis could net have availedthat tear ny beart away
fom bim. I1bnci knewn cf bis fatal taste for gambling from
the commencement cf my acquaintance witb bim, and if it
bad net then determed me from yielding te the intense fasci-
nation whichbch exercised over nie, it was not iikeiy that
even the kncwledge of the dark fruit it bath borne, wouid es-
trange nme from him just wben I was reveliing in the bappi-
ness cf baving feund him ail my oxvn once again, after our
cruel separation. I did, however, niake one condition, in
consequence cf bis confession, befere I consented te our
union, and that was that bu shenld take a. soiemn vow teah-b
stamn fron gambling for the rest cf bis lfe. lHe teck tbe
eatb, and lie kept it; but I mnst, for rny Rex's dear sake,
tell ahl tlîe truth, and, thereforç, I own that Fratnk's passion
for this fatal vice was se irrusistible thar I1 belfevu he woulth
bave yiulded te it --gain bath I not literally put it eut of bis
power te do se, by guarding bim incessantiy througb my ewn
constant presence fom the slightest poWur cf inthulging bis
terrible dusiru te bave the dice in bis band once more. I in-
sisted that wu sbould live always at Darksmure, knowing
îýat in London 1 conld not bave watched over bim with the
samne persistent came, and 1 wouldnet allow a single person
te be invited te the bouse wbo would bave heen capable cf
tempting him te gamble. I offundud many of bis old friends
by this conduct; and be bimself would bave resuntud it bad
be net ioved me se fondiy that al 1 did seemned ight in bis
eyes ; but 1 gained my object, I did keep hlm frorn bis ter-
rible vice dning the remainder cf bis life. Had bis tern cf
existence been luss sadiy briet I doubt if even 1 sbould bave
bath power te restrain bini. But, alas! our perfect bappi-
ncss was destined te bc leeting as the snrflmer sunashinue, and
in the very midst cf its cloudîcas brightness that dark day
dawned wbich :onsignedh my dariing te the grasp'of a cruel
deatb, and me te a living wetcbedrîess whith bas known ne
abatement cf its passienate regret up te this boum. lHe was
gene-the light cf rny eyes and desire cf my beart-and 1
was fain te have followed bim and joined bim swiftly in bis
temnb, but for bis sen's sake 1 iived, and for that son alone I
have tohd the secret cf bis errers, wbieh ne tortures shenld
bave wung from me for anyr othiey eason; 'but 'itbout this
expianatien the dangers which threaten Rex wonld neyer be
nnderstoed in aIl their significance.

1I knew nothing. cf the pemils lurking in tbe future for say
beleved son Iil anc day, when: Fancis Eleslelgb bad iain in
the grave about three weeks, I received a letter'in a band-
writing which 1 did net know, and fonnd, tô -my amnazetnent
that it was from Henry Vivian. I bath knowti both hinianth
Richard Dacre at the time of rny -àcquairitance with Fman 1k,
befere my first marriage, and I knew that they -préentçd a
singular contrast te eacb other in cvery respect. "Vivian was
a noble character, generous, -iopeÉ-banded, cenfiding, a
tboreugh gentleman in mmnd aâ well as by birth, but W~itb a
most sensitive disposition, and a goo&dédal cf eccentricity in
bis tastes and fancies. Dacret-,o» the ContIrary, bath begun
life in a soenwbat low station, witbout forttune or connec-
tiens wbo ceuld belpi him, and hy bis obw-n exertions and an
inthomitabie reseintien, whichbchi was prèpàrcd te carry eut
witb a total disegard cf principle, be rose frein tbe ranks te
the position he then eccupied as an officet ihA he army; lie
was clever and cnnning, bea rtless and perlèctly unscrupulouis,
and 1 well remember my, poor Frank tellng me ont day
that bu bath neyer knewn any man 'vho 'oul exercise Sncbi
a concentrated power of malignant hatrcd against these who
offendud bisa as Richard Dacre. Wehh was it for my bus-
band that bce died beforu he learnt, as I did, bow terribly
this statemnent, was te be veri fied in h is own case.

1"Henry Vivian comrnenceth bis letter te me witbout an>'
date, and hee bath taken =aje te h1ave iL sent te me througbyl
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