
was held in bonour and affcctionate estcem. Ini
hlm both goodncss and greatness %vere united. Per-
fection in ail that is human is a relative terni, and
to none here belov can it be absolutely applied, but
in the estimation of manv who knew him well, lie
realized a lofty ideal, though hie would bave been
the first to disclaim any such estimate. Dr. Cairns
possessed a great and powerful mind . iîs devotion
ta thc pursuit of truth was life.long. lus acquire-
inents ivere extensive, and the moral qualities with
which hie %vas cndoweci, xvhile thiey cvaked admira-
tion, also endeared hlm ta ail xvho knewv him. Over
ai there %vas the tender grace aof -,enuine huinilit.,.
enhancing a character beautiful ns .c was stronLt.

To some wvho heard much of johin Cairnls'
greatiless it ivas a matter af surprise that lie did not

'ive fuller evidences of the remarkable polvers witb
which hie w.s credited. Those %vlio had -lever
listened ta bis preaching could scarccly understand
th enthusiasm wvith which lie wvas gecrally
regarded. Beyond the publication of an occasion..1
discourse or a rare contribution ta the pages af a
rcviewv, Dr. Cairns did flot address the reading
public. It was bis expressed desire and intention
ta devote some time ta the preparation of an
exhaustive work in the department af Christian
Apologctlics. For this task lie was enxînently
ilu'lified. The bent ai bis mind, prolongcd study
and deep interest in the subject alike fitted him
tai investigate, with firm anid comprehiensive grasp,
the vital questions that interest the thoughtful
minds of the age. Wbether hie bas left behîind him
materials for the work hie prajected xve cannat say,
but anc thing may be taken for gratited : bis
purpose did nat fail ai accomplisbment becauise af
inability or indolence. H-e wvas toa diligent a
student, and tao canscientiaus a mian either ta be
hindered in his %vork by the trivialities that dissipate
energy and wvaste preciaus time.

It is with feelings ai dcep gratitude wec xvelcome
the memorial volume that lias just issued fromn the
press. It is ane that will be highly prii.ed for the
rare value ai its contents, and as a souvenir af anc
of the ablest occupants af the puit in this gencra-
lion. No reader %viii riçe diqappointed froin the
perusal ai any ane ai the discourses hiere rcprodtuccd.
The many who have neyer hiad thc opportunity of
hearing tbe glowing %vords from the living vaice 'viii
not be disappoînted, but they cannfot gather fram
the printed page the marvellous charmn of the dis-
tinct personality ai the cloquent and persuasive
speaker. He xvas not distinguisbcd bv xvhat are
generally consîdered tbe graces ai îneilifluous
twatary. If in youth bie bad ever studied the art ai
ý .iular. expression the study had inade but little
impression upan him. His mode ai address xvas
due more ta natural gifts than ta careful training.
In every sense ai the word lie xvas a massive man.
He xvas tait ai stature and had a caunitenance ai
leonîne strengtb, that yet beamed xith kindlincss.
His voice xvas rich, mnelodiaus and strong. In the
pulpit bie began bis address in caim and measured
tones. His voice had in it the echo of a provincial
dialect. As the theme an which hie discoursed bc-
gai ta open out in its massive grandeur the sanie-
wbat monotonaus sweep ai tbe right arm, the sway
of tbe body and tbe measured cadence ai vaice be-
came swîfter and mare impassioned, and it was ap-
parent that the whoie man was absarbed by the
message hie had been called upon ta deliver. Froni
the initial stage the bearer became absorbed like-
ivise. Dr. Cairns falloxved tbe usual tripartite divi-
sionoaihis discourses. In his case it was an ascend-
ing scale. He carried his hearer steadily upwvard,
tli the second startîng point xvas reachied. Thenice
a new elevation was reached, only in the clasing
division a higher altitude still %vas attained. The
volume before us contains a very clear idea ai the
method according ta xvhich his discourses xvere con-
structed. Good exaniples xvill be faund in the
opening sermon, whose theme gives the titie ta, the
volume IlChrist the Mornipg Star," and in tbe one
that fallows, "Christ the Alpha and Omnega ">-tbe
last ane the present writer heard him deliver. Be-
fore dcath avertook hlira Dr. Cairns xvas etigagedý in
the wark ai revisian and careful preparatian for
publication af the sermons cantained in this volume.
Tbis is apparent in those that finally passed under
his own band ; for the last named discourse, though
substantially the same as delivered, bas had the
benefit ai his latest tbought and reflection, and sanie
slight alteratians in fanm. It is noticeable that al
the discourses here publishcd have ane. subject.
Christ and His glorious ivork forni the basis of these
diversified meditatians. This volume is a strauig
proof that a man may be thoughtful and scbalarly
and yet eminetitly evangelical. Tbere arc twenty.
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anc sermons in the book, ail ai thein ai the samne
iiigh quality. It cannot bc daubtcd thiat ail ita
whlose possession thîs admirable volume may came
xviii value it.as they %votild a sacred treasure.

Not that it possesses exceptional menit as comn-
pared with niany other striking passages in tie
volume, but simply as a specimen ai its quality, the
iollowîing introtiuctory paragraphs irom the sermon

Christ, the Alphia and Omega " are submitted :
He who is the eternal Reason, the Word af God, is het e

pleased ta ally Himsell wîtl, the whole of Greek literature, bit
appropriating ta Hirnself the first and last letters oi the Greek
alphabet. He thus puts a sîirmp upan ait the treasures of
Greak wisdom and knowledge canveyed in thase letters and
ail that lay between, and dlaims theni for His Kingdam. Ait
that lay of wisdom and knawledgý bearisig on the warld's
history in Hamer and .1Lschylus, in Illato and Aristatle, in
Thucydides and Demasthenes. He here includes, with the
higher wisdam ai the Old Testament that had far centuries
been in Grecian speech preparing is way and iultlling
again the word IlOut ai Egypt have 1 called Myi san ;" with
the yet more wanderful utterances af the apostles and evan-
gelists, which cauld ony au the saine vehicle have been given
ta men ; followed as these were ta be, thaugh with unequal
steps, by the generations ni cantessars and martyrs, wha '-n
the earliest struggles of His gospel were in the same warld.
wide tangue ta impress it on ail nations. Christ, 1 say, here
puis the greatest honoar on this language ever donc ta si in
word, as He has thus honaured il in histary ; and we may siy
has indirectly honoured ail humain writirug and literature, in
making the alphabet ai aIt nations suggestive ta lis owa
immortal naine.

That il is-Christ îvho here speaks, no anc can daubt. The
words that inmrnedi..tely precede separale the speaker !ron
every created angel . II Behold, 1 come quickly .and My
reward is with Mte, ta -,ive every man according as his wark
shail be." Nay, ia i- very first chapter af tbis sublime
book, as here in the labt, as if ta uîind uts extremities tagether,
and ta afford an example ai the union ai the begîaaiag and
end, we have these great words ." 1ehold, He cameth with
clouds ; and every eye shall sec Him." Il1 amn Alpha and
Omega, the begnning, and the ending, saith the Lord, which
is, and which was, and whîch is ta corne, the Aiaiighty."

ROM1ANr CATFILLC St, iQOLS FNV THE
UiVI T D S TA T*ES.

T lIE urgeiicy xvitii xhich the Cliurch ai Rame
insists oui controlling poptular cducatioiî %vhere-

e%,er possible, is ini suinewiiat stranje contrast with
actuiai educational resits in tiiose countries îvhcre
sîxe passesses tuncoiîtrolled sivay. Even in the
Province ai Qiuebcc, bier own sons are dissatisfied
wvitlî the quality oi the practicai educatian supplied
in the parochial schools. The complaint is general
that parochial are infenioir ta the public schools.
«l'le controvcrsy maintained for years in the Uniîted
States between the upholders of public schools and
the represetîtatives ai the Roman Catho.ic Clxurch
is now in a fair ivay for settiement. The Pope bas
sent an abiegate, 'Monsignor Satolli, ta confer lvith
the dignitaries if the American branch ai the
Churcli on the subject. This bas no doubt been
îiecessîtated by the marked différences ai opinion
entertaitîed by the upholders of ultramoiltane
theories and the mare liberal archbisbops cf St.
P>aul anîd Blaltimore. Prom wblat bas already
transpired it wauld appear that Archbishops
Ireland and Gibbons have virtualiy carried their
point ; or, ait ail events, tbey are likely ta abtain a
compromise. From Monsignor Satoili's address ta
the archbishops it appears that bu urges the main-
tenance ai strictly Roman Catholic sclhools, xvberever
practicabie, the ca-aperatian ai Church and State,
by which the religiaus educatian ai Roman Catholic
children may best bc secured. He tbinksthat such
cbildren might be taught the Roman Catholic
catecbism in the school buildings, in other tixan
school hours ; an arrangement might be made for
relîgiaus training in other than thc school buildings ;
or, as a third possibility, the simple insistence uapon
religiaus training at home. This last, the ablegate
thiîîks the least satisiactary, tboulyh if nothing
mare cati be gained, he sens preparzd ta accept it.

It may b. taken for granted that the section ai
the Cburch in the United States uîder the influence
ai the Jesuits wiil strenuousiy resist ail compromise,
it is neverthcless apparent that Archbishops Gibbons
and Ireiand understand the genius ai thc American
people, andi that nathing can be gained by pushing
thecir demands ta an extreme. More significant ls
the Papal attitude in the matter. Lea XIII. bas in
several things recc.Jed from the uncompranxising
position taken by his predecessor. Hc has urgea
on bis ciergy in France the cordial recognition ai
the Republic, and now in sending Monsignor Satolli
with a conciiiatary message ta the ecclesiasticai
dignitaries in-the United States, bie is apparently
desîrous ai reading anight the signs ai thc times.
Raine the iýmmovabie is beginning ta move with the
age.

l3oohe anb MUaca3t11C.

Titz CAS.AD)A L)<AOSx.MaîiîII.v. (Toronto. The
Canada Educitional MNontbly l'ublismaing Co.) -The December aum-
ber of this ably-conducted magazine opens wiîla a brief but pi-by
presentment ai IlThe Claims af English Grammar " by M. F. Libby,
Il.A., of Parkdale Collegiute Tnstitute, Mr. William Ml. D;Ivii dis-
cuises "The Tcaching oi Geography." Other ,aape's are "lUse and
Abuse ai Metbads,' "lTe State, thre Church and tire Salaal," Il In.
structian in lliistory." Then comle the ustial departints, coaî:ing
mucb that is oi value lu the Vracticai teacher and the advanced pupil.

TiiF IIARVESt-I 01" VkTRîiNA, . A Tale ai the Sixteenth Cen-
tury. By Emnily SprAh floats (Boston - Bradley S, WVadrufT.)
This is a well.told story af the Reformation perlid in England. It
deals with timer andi events tirat tricd mca's souils. In the preface il
us staied tirat amatir the numeraus and gorgeous figures whicia crowd
upon thre caravas of the early Reformatuari permad une ai the moea
brilliant and inrpasitg is Charles Brandon, Duke ai Suffjlk. lie and
his have been severai limes chosen foi thre principal figures of a his
tarical tale. But there is one zpisode in his life which few knaw-
one sud and mIss 1 truc stoi y that has scarcely camne ta ligtht. That
slary is tuld in these pages.

Titit Nicioi or MIISTRFt.sv. And a'haer Sermons. Memnorial
volume ai the laie Rev. E. A. Staffard, D. D., LL.D. iVith intro-
duction l'y Rav. D. G. Sutherland, D.D., LL. IL (Toronta: William
13riggs.)-Recognit-on oi faithfut service in the Christian Churcir is
bath proper and becoming. iVhcn a good and earnest Christian pas.
t is suddenîy called tu bis rcward ut is fitiîng tirat tire people ta
whami be ministered shoutid have some permanent me-norial ai him.
For ibis reasan wc welcome thre volume that cantains a bnci bio-
graphical sketch ai the laie Dr. StafTfncl, ai the M, thadist Churcb,
and uineteen sermarzby hi.. Thlese iîscaurses are characteritedl hy
vigour af tbought, fine Christian celitig and strong, clectr expression.
Those iat whase hamnds ibis volume niay corne wiII gremîly relîsir ils
perusal and will profit by i.

StMt'uu IBLEi. LESSONs l'oR LrTu-La CiliLtIrFN. By Frederick
A. Laing, F.E.I.S. With an introdiîcia by tire Rev. James
Staiker, M.A., D. D. (New York : A C. Armstrong & Son.)-
'hose who look itl ibis deligiriful srork wtI tind tirai the iollowtnrg
cammendaîlon by LDz. Staiker us (uiiy tsified :Tire writer af ibis
baok seems ta me ta have the truc gilt for the task whicb lie hes un-
dertaken. He writes with the utmosI plainness ar *simplicity, and
yeîti li as the art ai making thc tessons interesting and imptcssie.
Thre boni eovers a very extensive range of subjects. It will (atm a
guide ta the portions ai Scriptu.- wmasi suitable for cilhdren, and, if
use<l along with the Word itseli, will drive homne the substance ai
maay a preciaus passage. Thie author writes in an ratinest spirit,
and sains cunsiantly aI winning the sauts ai the latrIe unes ta the iaih
and lave oi Christ. Such a boak will lie welcomed by many parents
as an aid ta theit own efTarts, and 1 lruue at may have a wade circu
laliati.

Gi.aRta PArRi 'or, Out Talks About the Trnsty. B, faines
Morris Whitan, Pb.D. (New York .Thomas V;hittaker.) -This
baot -s unique ia for. angl treatwnau Il is a 1b20k for tboughtîlui
laymen on a stîbject that few laymcn have cared ta resu abaut-the
Trinity ; but il is very far fra. traieting it la tire usuai way. An un-
usual iresbr'ýss and ierest is secured, an pari, by thre use ai dialogue,
in a convetsation between twa frieads, in which, as the author tells
us, more or less of many actual convcrsativils is recorded. la Ibis
way a clear development ai a coniessediy anîricate subjectias facilita-
ted. The course of thought raken *s based upon the Nacene Creed,
and such an extension ai the fines af the Nicent. Ttinitarianisan is
sketched, as the ptagress ai modemn learniag requires, in order ta
prevent thal arrest ai theological developmeaî wbich tends ta scepti-
cis.. Tire author treais the subject la such a way as ta jusiify bis
proposition, that the Christian doctrine af the Trinity, sa far tram
beaag the arid metaphysical subilety that mai, dec. it-is "la very
îrutb ai tnuihs, la toaich with Chrisian thoughi, feeling and action, at
every point oi the whole circle af ile." Thre itle, Il Gloria Pir,"
is suggesied by the Truniisrian chant sa called, ai which r. iresh and
impressive inienpreiatioa sums up the whole discussion.

TIE MIRACLES OF~ OUR LaOI. By Rev. Jahn Laidlaw, D.D.,
Prafesser af Theology, New College, Edinburgb. (New Yank:
,he Funk & Wagaalls Ca. ; Tiooo; 11 Richmond Street WVest.)-
ia recent yeans mucir atantion bas been given ta the stud' ai tihe
miracles recorded la the New Testament. The purnose and spirit ai
these miracles is more clearly realized and more fully appreciateii.
One ai the besî af tbe mati' excellent works by the flie Arc.hbishop
Trench was tiraI an tbe "Miracles ci Our Lord," Tre inviting field
s0 successiully openrd by tbe accomplished and thougirtfi prelate
bas beea successiully cultivateul by others, and bV none mare suces-
iuily tran Proiessar Laidlaw. Ile bas grauped bis studies in tire
following order : Thre Nature-Miracles, Thre lleslng-bliracles, Thre
Tbree Raisaags tam tire Dead anà lle -I'ast-Resurrection Mirrcle.
Tire purpase ai the work is well exr'ressed ir Ille fallawing extract
frani the prelace : The ai. is eniireîy expasitocy and didactie. The
apologetia questions are assumed ta bave beea sufficiently-deali wiih
by aiber wrilens. Evea witbin tire range chaset,, the aimn
has been aecessanily «rsinicied. For full and exact exege-
sis ai the narratives as part ai tire Gospel record il is
always needful ta refer ta the iacteasingly iricir bady ai New Testa-
ment comment. AIl tiraI is sougiri here is ta sel ermch incident la thre
lighî ai tire besi exposition. 1icor tire spiritual lessons, again, thre
plan folaowed is flot la colleci the entire uses wbich mighî be mnade
ai each narrative. This would bave gîveta a me - oulline ai homiletic
biais, which does not seemn a very profitable task, irowever careàully
donc. The atcpt madc is to indicate, undez rmost ci iha miracles,
sorte anc line ai spiritual application, and s0 give an aluai instance
oitheir pulpit use. But lire metbod folawed is fl invariable ; a
certain liberty ai treatareat is claimed. Renraik- and refeirences
intended for thre praiessional stodent are mostly tbrown la thre foot of
thre page, sa tirat the ardinary reader may have a clear course ini the
îext. Tire work is scirolatly, caredai and accurate. Thre proies-
sional siudent will 5ind mucir thatisl help..il and suggest* 4 , and thre
ardinaty neader will be edified by a careful remding àLthAbbok,


