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aries to labour within the bounds during the ensuing
summer. The recommendation to continue the exist-
ing arrangements for the supply of Rylston, etc., West
Huntingdon, and 5t. Columba, etc., was sanctioned.
The treasumer submitted his report, from which it
appened that congregations would 1equue to contris
bute the full amounts levied on them severally in order
to meet liabilities.  Messrs. [ohn Ferguson, MA.,
James G, Swart, B.A, Hugh Camcion, B A, and
George MeMillan, BA,, students of Queen'’s College,
Kingston, apphied to be taken on tuals for hicense,
and were examined.  Ttwas agrerd to nake applica-
tion to the Synad tor leave to tike them on public
probationary trials.  Mr. H. Miller, missionary, made

a sumntar appheation, but not bemg present the tollow

mg werd appomted 2 conumittee to exanune him and
report, nantely . Messes, Burton «Convener , Madlean,
and Wishart, nunisters 3 and  Messrs. Campbell and
Tennant, clders.  The following bSesston Records
were tabled and examined, mamely . those of Sturring

ton, etc.; Lansdowne, ete ; Lienton, Rostin, vt . St
Johw's church, Pittsbuirh, and Biodk street charch,
Kingston. Sessivns whose Records were not forth

colg were ehjoined to produce them at nest meet-
ing.  The commtice appuinted 1o mgaimze a congre-
gation in Glenbuinie teported that they had attended
to the duty as instructed, Calls were tabled from the
congregations of Glenvale, etc, and Lansdowne, eic,,
1 favour of Mr. Alexander Russell, licenttate, and the
Rev. Algernon Matthews, respectively.  Both charges
being in receipt of supplement, the salary promised in
the former case was $000, and in the latter $700.  Mr.
Matthews accepted the call given himy, and lus imduc-
tion was appointed to take place at Lansdowne, on
Tuesday, the aighth day of April, at half-past tenam,

‘The following were appointed Commissioners to the |

General Assembly, namely : Ministers—by rotation :
Messrs. Aleaander Young, Dawvid Wishart, David
Beattie, and Walter Coulthard; and by election :
Principal Grant, D.D., M. W, Maclean, M. A, and
John Gallaher, B.A.  Elders: Professor Mackerras,
M.A, Messrs, AL F. Wood, John Fraser, Walter Mac-
kendie, G. S. Hobart, John McNaughton, and Willtam
Coverdale.  The comunttees appointed to tabulate
the returns furnished on the State of Rebgion and
Sabbath schools. submitted reports, which were re-
ceived, and ordered 10 be transmitted to the proper
parties. In compliance with a recommendation in
the Sabbath schools report, it was decided to set
apant the first evening'’s sederunt of the next quarterly
meelny for a conference on Sabbath school wotk, and
the Preshytery’s Sabbath School Commattee were in-
structed to prepare a suitable programme.  In pursu.
ance of a plan previously decided on in the matter of
ncreased nmumisterial support, Messes. Sunth and
Maclean were appointed a committee to visit any of
such congregations as may not have been scen at the
time originally fixed on, s0 as to stir them up to a
more faithful discharge of duty. The committee ap.
pointed to confer with Messrs. Wishart and Beattiein
regard to a matter of difficulty between them pre-
sented a report, which was accepted as satisfactory by
all the parties concerned. Cards purporting to be
circular leiters were received from the Presbyteries of
London and Toronto. The Preshytery expressed dis-
approval of the practice of using cards for such purs’
poses. Mr. Young was relieved from being Modera-
tor pyo fem. of the Kirk Session of Camnden, and Mr.
Craig was appointed to ill the position. The Clerk
pave notice of a2 motion to be presented at next meet-
ing for the rescinding of the standing rule in 7¢ the
quarterly meetings, so as to leave the Preshytery at
liberty to determine, as it shall see fit, the times and
places of meetings in future. The hymns proposed
for adoption were considered. General approval of
them and also of the doxologies was expressed with
the exception of the following, which were recom.
mended to be deleted, namely : Nos. 353, 70, 82, 125,
144, 182, 183, 134, 217, 218, and 232. 1t was further
rccommended that a verse Jeft out in No. 91, and be-
gnning with the words, “ Arabia’s desert ranger,”
should be inserted in its original place; that the
hymns for the young should e deleted on the ground
that the hymns for the Sabbath schools should be the
same as those used in the public service ; and that the
paraphrases so far as they are retained be incorporated
with the hymns, so as to have only one collection. It
was decided 10 recommend that no change be made
n regard 10 the union hitherto existing between the
Home Mission and Supplemental Funds.—Tuomas

S. CHAMBERS, Pres. Clerk,

SABBATH ScHooL FEACHER.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON XVii.

TFHE COMING SALOUR. :
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Gottn s Live--** This is My beloved Son, in whom
[am well pleased.”  Matt, it 17
HOMEK - FCbIY

The forerunner’s cry
Blind eyes opened.
Liberty to the captivex

M fsacxl st
To Isa aaan 1tu
W Ik

Ih Ia i 116 The coming Saviour,
oo Man a2 CThe Scripture fulfitied
S0 Pauald e 2s ‘The Lord well pleased.
So Matt e 117 .. My beloved Son

Wbty 1O steny,

satab bved in the Sth century befure Chnst, and pro-
yhested from the sagn of Uzeale 1o that of Manasseh, a
penod of saaty years; a petiod. notwithstanding the tem-
poraty refonmation nnder Heoehiaby, of decine both i the
metal character and an the worldly prospenty of the nation.
Fhe worship of God was neglected, idoliary increased, luxury
and worldhines prevaded, the kingdom” was corrupt and
tendieg 1apidly to the same dedination which overwhelmed
Isracl.

Througheut those dairk days Isaiah stood forth with va-
faltering fauth, expentulating, teproving and comforting. As
ficar & supethuman elevation, and with wonderful, God-
given inught into the future, he beholds down all the coming
centuries the long-desired Messiah, and cheers and encour-
ages the de-punding children of Gud with glorious pictures
of Chinsts per~or and kingdomy,  Thee il up especially the
second part of s prophesics, chapters al. to lxv,

I'he prophet hete desciibes—-

[, Tur SExvaxtor Juovan—Vers, s.4.

Behold {700 yeats before Hiscoming, yet by faith already
Jearly discerned) my Servant. It s Jesus, as St. Matthew
i, 17) expressiy tells us.  “The Son of God is on earth as
one that serveth -Luke xan. 275 Jobn xib. 4, 5. He took
on Hm the form of a servant—DPhal. ji. 5.7, He set us thus
an example of hunulity.  Ile came nat 1o be ministered
utit, but to mmister—Matt, xx. 28, This is God's way 1o
honour.  {le that humbleth himself hall beexaltel, The
world's way 1« to exalt self, but it leads to abascmnent.

God Hinoelf upholds His servant, has Him under His
speeial care and protection,  He is God’s elect, s chosen
Oae.  1e must, therefore, be suited and sufficient for the
worl to which he is set apat, the work of snving men—a
reason tlus why we should trust Him—1 Pet. ii. 6, God de-
hightethan Huw, is well-pleased with Hhun-—Matt. dii. 17;
avan 53 Johnan, 350 To Bum is given the Spirit, not by
menure- - John ni 345 the very fulness of the Godhead

~Uol i, 9. Jt was this gift titted Him for His work, and
it is promised to us in measure. He shall bring forth
judgment. This word bears, in the Scriptuses, a wider

sense than is now commonly given to it. It means the Jlaw
of tight, and especiallycligion as the true rule of life.  Mes-
sial’s righteous government is to be established over all na.
tious, allate to honourand abey Him. He shall notcry
1i1s life and minsstry shall be quiet and unostentations. e
did, we know, shun notoriety and applause ; all his wotks
were done quietly. He refused the honage of the multitude,
He was meek and lowly in heart—Matt. xi. 29. A bruised
reed is frality itself.  The feeblest, the most broken down
under the sense of sin and unworthiness, He cowmes not to
crush, but to comfort.

The smoking flax, the flickering wick, almost expiring,
1cpresents the tiand and  discouraged souls, whose longings
and resolves Christ will not quench, but quicken—John
vidl, 11 3xx. 275 Mko o413 Laais lvit, 354 Ixi. 3. " The
weakest Christian hias no 1cason to be discouraged. He
shall bring forth judgment unto truth, that is, in truth,
or according to truth, God'’s truth and faithfulness—Micah
va. 203 Matthew xii. 203 bas *‘umto victory,” a victory
achicved by force of truth, not Ly force of anps.  Nothing
shall interiupt Messiah’s progress.  No violence or opposi-
tion shall cause him to fail or be discouraged (Note 1), till
hie establishes His righteous mule in all the earth,  The isles,
the lands beyond the seas, shall wait for his law. The
hicathen, dissatisfied and longing for better things, sick of sin,
weary of their iduls, shall gladly welcome the Gospel. All
falschoods and idolatries are to be overcome. N religion
can satisfy cxcept Chuist’s.  No failure is possible to Christ;
His triumph is sure.  In His name cvery knee shall bow—
Gien, xlix. 103 P's. xv. 273 Phil. 3. 10.

11 THE WORK OF JEHOVAIL’S SERVANT : Vers.s5.7.

It is God's work, the fultilment of 1is promise and cov-
cnant. The prophet, therefore, first sets forth the greatness
of 1lim who appoints the work which His servant is to do.
tlc created the heavens and the earth and all thesein.
His power and wisdom are thus manifested. e gives life,
breath and spirit.  He can quicken dead souls, and make
men tuw creatures in Christ Jesus—John v, 21.

God called lis servant in rightcousness, The whole
work of salvation is righteous. It originates in a righteous
hatred of sin and a righteous love of sinners; and its pur-
pose is to make men rtighteous by means of God's own
tighteousncss. Hence the Messiahii the Lord our Righteous.
ness—cr. xxiii. 6. 1 will hold thine hand, guard and keep
and lead thee, and givethee for & covenant of the people.
Chiist is the messenger of the covenant—Matt. dii. 15
sent 10 be the mediator of the covenant between God and
man. -Heb. viii. 8; xii. 24 ; .\hu._xx\'i. 28, A covenant
is a coming together, from the Latin comsemire.  God and
man weet in Chrit—Ue reconciles, lnings together.  In
order 10 this, He must also be a light 10 show man his
sin and need and to show him God, who lovecand can satisfy
and save him. Sinhasshut out light from the soul, blinded amd
deluded men.  Christ opens the blind eyes—Isai. ix. 2;

— S ———
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Luke fi, 32; Matt. xi, $; Eph.v. 8.  Sin enslaves ; the
sinnet is aslave.  Christ comes to set free—-lohn vili. 34.
Light and liberty are the two great blessingh of the Gospels.

'{‘u bring these 1o the soul is the work which Jesus came to
do,

The prophet adds,

T Assurances that the work shall be accomplished :
vers, 8-10. These are from God's sunctangeableness, 1 am
the Lord, Jehovab, 1t is that name of God which denotes
Uis self-existent and changeless being.  1le is the wme yes-
tenday, toaday and forever.  “Uhete s with Him no varia{)lc-
ness, neither shadow of taming - -Jas. i. 17,

God's regand fr flis glory which He will not give 1o
another.  ldolatry and superstition dishonour God : they
misrepresent tHim, and substitute for Him that which is
false and degmading. e cannot pennit this, He therefore
weveals s glory in ac;us Christ, who glotifies and will
bring all 1o ghni y God,

God™s feuthtnluess,  The former things, which God he.
fore announced aml promised, are come to pass.  Not ope
has faled.  Every prophecy fulfilled is an evidence of the
Divine truthiulness and bdelity- ~Josh, xxii, 14, The fact
lh?; they uever have failed is’ a ‘guaantee that they never
will.

God's porebmerladyy. New things, not yetin eaistence,
He declares even before they spring forth. By the pro-
phet, 1le foretells events far in the futures things which un.
spited  man coull never have guessed or discovered. -
Deut. aaix. 20§ Acts xv. 185 2 Peti, 19, What Lsaiah fore-
told, was 700 years afterwards fulfilled in Christ,

Here the prophetic assurance of victory breaks forth in a
benediction,  He cally upon all men, and the most distant
lands, to join 1n a new song--Ps. xl. 3; xcviti. 13 Rev.
v. 9. ltisaumversal song of praise inspired by a new
theme, the salvation of the Lord, It will always be a
new sang, so ample i< the thenie and so full the hearts that
sing. The Saviour is come.  flave we seceivad the light
aud liberty which he gives? ‘Thus only shall w2 be teady
to welcame Hum when He comes again, no longer the
Servant i His humiliation, but the King in 11is glory.

EXPLANATORY NOIJE,

He shall not fail nor be discouraged. The two He-
brew verbs translated “ fail,” and “Le discoutaged,” are
the same which appear in v. 3 in their pasticiples or derived
adjectives, quahifying **fax™ and **reed,” cxpressing the
failing, dying cout of the burat * flay,” and the bruising of
the **reed.” This circumstance determines their meaning
here with great precision and cetainty.  As the .\lcssi:k
would not use violence upon others, so neither will He
falter before violence inflicted or attempted upon himself.
He will not languish, nor will his light be pnt out as one
might quench Lurnt tow ; ncither will he be crushed or
broken as arced.  Though apparently sute to be suppressed
by the vivlence of his enemies, yet such meane, however
extreme, will fail to arrest his progress, not only during
lus personal life on earth, but evermore thereafter, until he
shall have established pure religion in all ihe earth.

LET us search ourselves in the first place, and after-
wards the world.

THE wise and prudent conquer difficulties by dar-
ing to attempt them,

B severe to yourself, indulgent to others; and thus
avoid resentment.

MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERY.

Orrawa.—In Knox Church, Ottawa, May 6th, a1 3p. .,

WHITRY. —Meets at Oshawa on third Tuesday in April,at
11 0'clock a, m.

QuEREC. —In Quebec, un the third Wednesday of April.

ToroNTO, —On the secuad “Tuesday of April, at 112, m.

GueLpi.—In Knox Church, Guelph, on the third Tues.
day of May, at 10 o'clock, a.m.

ilo\kklr..-Sptcial mecting in Central Church, Innisfil,
Tuesday, 15th April, at 1 p.n.~Ordinary meeting, at Bar-
tie, 27\{\ May, at 1t am.

SAUGEREN.—Adjourned meeting, in  Guthrie's Church,
Harriston, on Tuesday, 8th April, at 3 pan

PETERNOROUGH. — At Milibrook, on the sccond Tuesday
of‘]uly. at 11 o'clock aam.

fukon.—In Knox Church, Goderich, on the second

Tuesday of July, at 11 o'clock a.m.

KiNus1o8,—At Picton, on Tuesiay, Sth July, at 10a.m.

—— -

Births, MWMarringes and Deaths.

NOT EXCEEOMC FOUR LINES 25 CtuYs,

MARRIED.

At the residence of the bride’s fatkier, Athol, on the 25th
ult,, Ly the Rev. J. Fraser, assisted by the Rev, D, McRae,
beother of the bridegroom, Alexand:r McRac 1o Hattie,
dayghter of the Hon. T. Bennett.

DIED.

At the Presbyterian Manse, North Gower, on Saturday,
March 22nd. of consumption, the Rev. Alfred Clarence
Morton, aged a8 years and 9 monthe, amd in the sccond
year of his ministry.

In Montreal, on the morning of the 30th ult., su-hdenly,
Annic Lovise, apred 2 yeais, 2 months and 11 davs, (win
daughter of C. Camphell.

At ber residence, Manilla, on Saturday, $th inct., Mary
Robeom, relict of the late George Douglas, Manilla, ated
71 yeats, 10 months, 26 days.

The funcral took place on Mounday. The Rev. My,
Elliott, of Candington, detivcred the funeral sermon.  lee-
ceascxd was one of the oklest residents of the village, and 2
respected member of the Presbiytetian Church,
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