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IEANI) SUfR.

I once knew a wire andi a laband,
An oitodux lpîcacher Wbslit

lie aithttilly stuck ta the doctrine
lI littie tbings (aiftial vas she.

lelbait a well.known reputation
Of îaety-froin is own kind ;

Wherever sIte vent she spieati round ber
Tbc blias or a true, iuving mmnd.

î le knew every word ai the Seriptures;
She knew ;ad lber Father to he,

Tbeology v as hi% chief ccience;
God's chlld andi Godas image was ste.

lie criticiseil sermons and lireachers,
'Gainst heresy sharpiy lie luugt,

Noa veakaiest escalied his attention,
She lilentiy diii what &lhe aught.

Iii face liait a rigid expression;-
tihe always content looked. and gay

Religion his caunitenance darkened,
And lriglitene<l bers Il the long day.

1île opened sor shut out ur beaven,
As. il heavensà key lie poscssed

She inwardiy cartieil a hecaven
Oh love and of peace ln lber breait.

aIn meetings far schools, ai (or missions,
Iîle spoke with great unction and verve;

She sîuietiy, at bier own rireide,
Tricti Gai and iher nclghbaurs ta serve.

In speaking andi thinkine andi preaching
île liaithecald doctrine aone:

In vorkinc and! living ai! ioving,
4% ligbt in the darkncsi she shone.

I kaicv thcrn, and! tlouRbt it a puty
That buaband andsi vie vere flot Il ne"

Ilii strength and bier ich love uniteti,
%Vhat prodigies they couid have stand

-71ransiaiedfrom De Gepestt.

I>ERFECT TIIROUGII SVFFERING.

When the great vilin-makers of the Middle Ages vîshed
to forait a perfect instrument, tbey caused the tree ta be feled
nt a particular period of its grovth. The wood vas then pianed
ansi cut inte small pieces. These vert exposed tai the heat cf
the sua and ta the winter's stannis ; vert bent, rubbed, polished
and flnally fastened tagether witit incomparable skiii. If the
wood coutld have found a tangue, doubtless it wouid bave
begged ta grow in the forest, ta rustle its branches and boar
its fruits as its campanions vert leit ta do, beccaning at last a
part of tht sodden earth. But it was this harsit treatment that
mnade out of its common boards the Stradivari violin, whose
music still charms the worid. Sa by countiess touches of pain
and loss, God fits us ta bear our part in tht great harniony
with viticit truc and earnest seuls shah uitimately 61l the
vorli.-. Youth's Conoanion.

BENEFITS 0F PRA VER.

Thcrc is a vast difference between praying morning and
evening ia a stertotyped torm of word., or praying, as our
needs suggest, Ilwith ail supplication in tht Spirit," Epit. v.
18. When we actuaily fly ta prayer as our only heip
in trouble, our only guide in perplexity, or are urgtd ta the
titrant of grace ity scme peculiar or unexpected blessing, ta
pour out aur hearts in thanksgiving -thon ve know wha.t is
truc prayer, and feel the farce ai Covper's yards in speaking
oh tht mercy-seat--

Blut who that knaws the worth oh prayer
Blut vishes ta be ollen there ?

And one vita bas had titis experience viii have prebaitly
noted many biessed effecta tram bhis frequent communion with
tht Highest and Holiest ane. Let us recali a fev titat are
most apparent.

-We ibecome btter acquainted wait aur ova state and
~edsby frequentiy bringing thenita the throne ai grace. If

anc gaing a journey puts off preparation te the tast hour, lie
as overvhelmed with bis manifuld necessities, and seoi ii it
be witit us if ve do net take lime for meditation and prayer,
the nearness af eternity viii show us titan ve are poor and
miserabic, viten we ought ta b. rich in faitit and love.

Again as ve pray for forgiveness of sin, ve are reminded
of thte divine lav, wich vo have cither neglected or trans-
gressed. How little studied is that iav, as it runs titrougit
both tht Oid and New Testament 1 And can ve pray sn-
cereiy forofcrgiveness vithout making effort te fersake sin?
No' fne uently going mbt tht prosence et a hely God inspires
revez ce and hatred et smn-for even thte companionshie, af
the gobd on earth bas this effect te sanie extent. We vili
either leave their company or leave off what they bate.
Hew mucit mare wiii communion vitit a holy Gad îtreugh
tht quickening spirit affect us. One spcciai injunction re-
garding prayer is mentioned in the Sciptures, ta remnember
others. te pray for ail mankind. Intercessory prayer bas its
peculiar benefits. It dravs out aur affections te other, it
naturaily leads theïi te efforts ta do them gcod. Ways and
means of beneflting othens are wendertully 9pened uap when
preceded and folowed by prayer fer them. If ve have any
enemies, let us not ferget ta pray for them. Jt disposes us
te be mort lenient tevards them, and as ve pray for their in-
'Irnities ve are reminded et our ovn, viticit ve are too apt to
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forget or excuse. Then as to the promises, how preciaus they
become, as we plead theni in prayer. We then receive the
full value of those "cheques on the bank of failli," as Spur.
geon naines them.

However frequent may b. our eccasional prayers, stated
seasonîa ci dtvotion should neytr be oried. But we slhould
use every means ta make these true heart.vorship, nat fermail
services. To canclude, the benefits of prayer cannot be
summed up more concisely or more beautifully than in the
words of Trench.

Lard, vhat a change wisudn us, one short hour,
Spent in Thy presence, will avail to make ;
What heavy burdens from out bosoi tase;

Wht pfrched grounids refreshed as with à sbower.
Ve lneel, and ait arcund uas seenis to lover,

'Ne risc, and ail-the distant and the near,
Stand out, in sunny colline, brave and clear.

WVe kneel, how wuak 1 ve rise, how full of power 1
Why, therciore, shotatd ve do ourselves tils wrong ?
Or others, that ve are flot alvays srong;

Thst ve are ever averborne witb care,
That ve shaald ever veas and heartless b.,

Anxious or troubled, vhen wth us la prayer,
And joy, and strength, and courage, &Il with Thee.

-Iluutrated Christian WeehZ>.

A DI VINE INTUITION.

The sense of personal responsibility, weli educated, makes
a man or woman a :more than ordinary useful member cf so-
ciety. An individual with the sense well developed fils hi.
variaus relations ini home, church, and state, to the extent for
which be is responsible for their welfare. It saves him from
assuming more dulies than be can execute ; it compels haim ta
understand and. fulfili every duty which he assumes. The
greatest friction ve endure in life cornes fromn unfulfllled obli-
gations and appoiutments. We stay at home a bright, sunny
day, ta receive a pramised cal[ that is not made. We wait ta
complete our plans for a certain work, for sartie persons ta
complete their part, only ta flnd that the matter has been for-
gotten or neglected, and weeks are lost ln reorganizing, or
picking talabroken links. No man or woman should under-
take an office which be or she has not the ftness or the
interest ta fill to ils widest circunifrence ; if lack of talent or
of timt- prevents filling the office, good judgment and grace de-
mand that it should be surrendered. It is a social crime ta
waste the time of busy people througb indifférence or neglect.
It is but a shade less criminal for intelligient people ta subirit
ta the rieglect or indifierence of those who pretend ta work
with them. If the work for whicb an organization is formed
is important enough ta demand organization, il is important
enough ta demand the best its workers can gave ta or com-
mand for it. Less than tbat is an insuit.

Every anc wbo bas ever been connected with boards or
cammîîtees knows the annaying waste of tîme and nerve-force
ta, which oncermust, or rather does, submit because of the
negligence, tar.-iness, or indafference of some members. Is it
flot the part ai rîghteousness and wisdom ta save this vaste by
organizing with working members, cutting off drift and dead-
waod ? Thc- mails are already deliverlng the postal cards
giving the mitices af meetings. We pick anc up, read the
namne of the arganîzation, and taking out note-bock, write day
and tume, adding fifteen minutes ta haîf an hour ta the stated
time, knowing fuil well that we wit have a mtg7n te spare
then belote the meeting really begins. Another cames. This
means lhaîf cf the officers ready ta repart intelligently and
completely, and about a third cf the members active in in-
tereat, while ail are ready ta criticîse. Sa ve go through the
list, each diffring sligbtly in its d2iects. We blame the saciety
or organization, when the fault is the preponderance cf one
certain temperament in the individual members. If ail pas-
sessed the sense cf personal responsibility in the sanie degree,
meetings would begin and close ,on time ; every coanmittee
and afficer wauid have attended ta their several duties, and na
one would have assumed duties for wbich he had neither tal-
ent, ftness. nor tim.-C/:nistian Union.

WA sTE.

Wben Mary anoînted the Lord witb the preciaus cintmaent
judas and others also iooked tapon wbat she did as a waste.
It might have been sold for a large sum, wbicb, given to the
door, would have acccmpiished great gaod. Sa thought the
disciples; but Jesus Himself did not sympathize witb this
view. They wauld have other opportunaities for shawing
kindness ta the poor, but tbey wculd net have Jesus with
theni always. Mary, perbaps, wrougbt better than site knev.
She meant ta manifest her love ta Jesus, and not only did
that, but at the sanie tume perfarnied a needful service that
%vauld b. spoken of te ber bonour titrougitout the whole
world.

If Mary had g.cpended the preciaus cintmaent upon ber
Lord to attract4 lttention ta herseif, or to gratify a feeling of
pride, the Master would flot have commended ber. She
made the costly sacrifice tai honour ber Lord. Lave for lesus
nioved ber tothe act. The manner la vhich ste approaches
Hlm at the time and ail the circumstances shaw ber bumlity
and aflection for ber Lord.

It was thte spirit vith wbîcb ber act vas performed that
lifted it to thte bighest plane of noble doing. Many a one bas
settntd to make a costly sacrifice in the'interests cf religion,
but flot acting frotra a right impulse, flot baving supreme re-
gard ta tbe bonour cf Jesus, vbat was donc, thaugh bigbly
esteemed? by men, vas an abomination in the sigbt cf aur
God.

Money may be nov expended in ways wbich ta sanie seeni
ta, be vaste, which are flot vaste, no mare titan vas Mary's
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expenditure cf the costly aintment an the person cf Jesus.
Money given ta biid cburches, ta send the Bibles over the
world, ta evangelize the ignorant masses, and lead seuls to
Christ, if laid upon tbe altar with Marys spirit, wili alvays bc
esteemed a gnod work by Him who neyer errs in judgment
and neyer applaudi a wrong act.

But white this is ail truc, is there flot mucb money expend.
cd in building costly churches and cathedrals vhich may be
regarded as vaste? We ail love beautiful, camfortabIt'
churches, and we can have thcmn toc vithout an extravagant
expenditure of money. We do nlot think it vrcng fer a con.
gregation, vbich bas the money and can give it in the spirit
of truc Christian beneficence, ta build a costly and beautiful
bouse in vhich ta vorship the great God. But wben we
hear cf a cangregation or an individual erecting a churcla
castinghlatfa million ar more, ve cannut but feel that it vould
be far better, more pleasing and honouring ta Christ Himself
ta expend the one-fourth of that amount, or less, on a single
churcit, vbich vould be enaugh ta erect a large and beautihul
bouse cf varship in any part of our country, leaving tbree
or four hundred thousand, vbich would build a hundred sub.
stantia! and conifortable chapels and missian churches, in
wbich ta gather that vast multitude vho neyer enter a churcla,
because tbey vilI flot go taeone cf those magnificent temples
built by and for the rich, and vitere, if tbey did go, they wauld
probably nat flrtd a velcome.

A sensible and conscientious fariner wha bas vealtt, and
is as liberal as be il wealthy, recently said ta the vriter that
na fanmer vauld bouse part cf bis flock la the malt expensive
manner possible, and Icave the greater part unprovided for,
and exposed ta the vinter's cold ani sterms. If it vculd lac
inexcusable folly ta do so, vhat shaîl b. said cf the visdomn
and piety cf that people vito buid for themselves l'ceiled
bouses"I in whicb te varship, and do nothing ta provîde even
a tent for the needy and destitute, whom ve aivays have witla
us ?- Uited Pesbylernan.

THE MINISTR Y.
It is estimated that titere are about one bundred tbousand

Protestant mninisters in the United States. They are for the
malt part edaacated, refined, and con secrated men, vito are
endeavauting te make ful proaf of their ministry. New an4
then anc faits, but, as a dlass, they stand as haneat ambassa.
dors of Christ. Nov, many a minister féecs ulone, that ih,
be féeos a lack ai sympathy. Somne of aur citurches treat thear
pastors toc, much as hirelings, and flot as ministers of Christ
This is especially truc vhere the niinister is vated for every
year, thereby opening' tite vay for every disaffected member
ta make the pastor trouble. We are glad to say that oniy a
tew churches are se antiquated, but choose pastans vho are
ta remain so long as there is mutual satisfaction. Na minis-
ter shouid accept a cal! tram a cburch wha vii lo t invite hiaaa
reguiariy ta the pastorate, unies. there is special reason. A
yearly electian oniy brecds contention, as a rule. It is also
a sad fact that few church members understand the peculiar
hardships cf the ministry. They cannat sympathize vith han
because they are biind ta bis needs and feelings. Many a
faititful pastar spends days and nights of anxiety on accoaant
of the autrageous and uncitnistian conduct of sanie disagree-
able member, vito is doing ail be can ta make trouble. Or
a pastar may be worried and hindered froma bis work by soas
dissatisfled person, whose chief missian lantte churcit seenas
ta be ta make it unpleasant for every anc vha dots flot agree
vitit bu. Pastors thernselves are often tempted ta speak ont
and injure their influence by striking back at the unruly mesn-
ber. This i. unvise. The minister must learo ta endure
hardness as a gond saldier cf Christ. If he vould succeed,
he must b. able te endure thte difficulties of bis caliing. He
wiii have ta put on the brakes many tumes, but it viii be fur
bis goad ta do it. It is a vise pastor vha keeps bis owa
counsels. Sonme ministers are unreasenably sensitive. ln
fact, tbey are more sensitive than sensible. This causes then
to regard any reflectians an their course with great au-x
îety. A man of fine feelings dees flot enjoy reflectiens tapon
bis matives, but the Christian niinister must overcome lis
sensitiveness. He must be vise and prudent, but above ail!
lie must remember tbat he is accounitable ta God far lis
ministry, and endeavour to makre that niinistry' tell fer the r&-
demption of thte vorid. This lie cannet do if be la toc senisi-
tive. The ministers of aur country are a noble cdais of inca.
Take it ail in ail, we don't believe the worid bas seen their like
before.

RE VERENCE.

There is fia virtue, na grace in postures and attitudes. This
trtt ve do net question. But if ve refuse ta express rever-
ence ve sitail soon cease ta feel reverence. This, aise, is a
trutt., It is net eneugh ta ho interested, in a general serie,
in the services cf thte sanctuary. IlGod is greatly ta Le
fcared (reverenced) in thte assembly of the saints, and in the
cangregatian."l Truc reverence, real worship, viii express it-
self samnehav, as long as vo ar-e compaundd of body aid
spirit. Starve expression, and boy icug vill the Weing en-
dure?- We are persuaded that it bas decliaied in many, if 'lot
in mast, cf aur congreratians. It i. greatly ta be wisbed thl
it Wight be rovived. But in inrder that it may itocorne a
habit cf our seuls, we need te adapt suitable methods of ex-
pression. We shauld feel mare iike prayîng if ve adapted
some praper attitude cf prayer. By kneiing, bawing the
head, covering the eys-by -sanne bodily action or attitude
expressive cf reverent adoratin-we shal be. fui- mare IhalY
ta cultivate tle true spirit cf devotian.


