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M jaorder to make this necessary provision for 1lis servants
B xith whom e identities Mimsell, (Deut, viii, 183 Matt.
M s1e. 40.) The divine blessing need not be expected by pro-
® jessing Christians who fail to do their duty to the servants
B of Christ,  Ile has promised lis special blessing 10 those
i who honour Iim by propeily sustaining ilis servants. (Isa.
8 1xi. 8; Proverbs iii. 9, 10; Proveibs xi, 24, 25
B 5 Corinthians viil. 9.) If then we are to look fur the
1§ blessing of the King of Zion on our Church and people,
B snd for the success we desire, let means be taken to put
i bis fund in a proper position. This capital of $200,000
B2 would only yield about $10,000 a year, whereas we now
N nced $14,000 a year to pay even the paltry sum ol $200 2
M reer to about sixty ministers (more being added every
B yaat), but we should pay $10 per year of service as was
B sgreed on nearly forty years ago, and this would require
B orer 820,000 per annum.

¥ As ‘0o the necessity fur this, let any ovue read the artucle
W in THE CANADA PRESBYPRRIAN of May 23, 1588,  Sume
3 51y, do not press this matter just now. Fut many years
M this {uad has been kept in the Lackgruund Ly endowment
B [ several colleges, while great injustice bas been done to
& (he aged servants of Christ who have had their old age em-
@ bittered by privation and sorrow, after having spent their
£ lives in the service of the Church, Noj; this fund
B should have been provided many years agu.  No fund has
R such a claim in justice on the liberality of our people if we
l jedge by the niind of God, plainly set furth in His Word
B (Pro. xxxiz, 10; Mal. jii. 8 12), Nouw that so much has
% been done for cqlleges, let no time be lost in downg this
B 1rdy justice to the aged sezvants of Christ, who have lad
B tbe foundation of our Charch pruspenty, andhade 1 pos-

W sible for ur?%uo live in comfort without the ex-
2, m;lwgo?&qnd priva of the past,

{s[p.. 3eR OF Commiy LEE,

MISSION

& time is near at hand when congregatiops a 1ssionary as-
B sociations make theiwr appropnations to't rious Schemes
B of the Church, permit me to remind you he increasing
B demands made upon the Home Mission Fund. The report
N oresented to last General Assembly, contans the names of 247
B mission ficlds, or 744 preaching stations under the care of
l and assisted by the committee, with a dabbath attendance
B of 27,369, and a communion roll of 9,7143. The stations
8 themselves gave last year for the support of Gospsl ordi-
&8 nances the sum of $48,636, showing most conclusively that
8 despite their average poverty, they were giving with prase.
M} worthy liberality for the maintenance of ordinances. In
B Manitoba and the North-West the work done and the pros-
B sccts for the future are exceedingly encouraging. The ap-
4 peals made by Dr. Robertson through the press, for both
men and means, indicaie the vast fields that are opemng up
for settlement and for ministerial supply. In Brush Col-
ambia the mission stations are exceedingly prusperous, and
&% 10 many cases will soon be self supporung. A much larger
& experditure of money will, however, soon be required to
3 meet the calls that are made from this comparauvely new
fE feld. The expenditure of the commuitee for the year ead-
¥ 10z March 31, 1889, will be nearly $50,000 (exclusive of the
i& $28,000 required for Augmentation). This amount can
easily be reached, if the recessities of th: fund are con
scientionsly piaced before congregations by mimsters and
office-beaters, and opportunity taken to state 1n detail the
B work that is being done by our self-denying missionanies in
the nearer and more remote mission fields. Relying on

r individual efforts in your own congregation and Pres-
# {:xlcry to enable the committee to meet its indebtedness
§% oext March.
¥ COCHRANE.
B¢ P, S.—Will you kindly sce to having all contributions
¥ from your congregation for Home Missions and Augmenta-
tion, sent te Dr. Reid, not later than 1st March, 1839.

The following circular s ndSr@sed lobgé st Asthe

Beliecve me, youss very truly, IVWILLIAM

E¥  The following citcular to Presbyteries is issued . At the
& neeting of the Exccutive of the Home Mission Commiitee
B8 Leld on the toth of last month, I was directed tu issue cit
B colars to Presbyterics specifying the amounl assigned 1o
B each, to meet the estimates for the year, and to urge very
i3 carnestly the claims of the {fuqd upon the liberaliy of the
g Church. Afteca vcry:'caxcaul estimate of the membership
W and ability of all the Prdibyterics in the Westera Section of
S the Church, the sumtol$ . was apportioned tothe
W Presbytery of . for Home Missions. I trust
3 that your Presbytery will without loss of time take steps to
M ioform the different congregations and mission stations with-
B intbe bounds of what is expected of them, in order that at
B least the amount specified may be raised.  The total
E$ amount placed in the estimates for the curreht year for
3% Home Missions was $36,000, but in view of several new
R4 orants made to the North-\West and clsewhere, at the mect-
K ing in October, this amount will be exceeded. At the pre-
X sent date the fund is not simply exhausted, bur $20,009
§ Eave been bortowed to pay the salarics duc missionarics
2% soth Scptember last. It is therefore carnestly urped that
tke contiibutions of congregations be sent in ta Dr. Reid, at
the carliest possible date, and that Preshyteries make every
& cffort to call {orth the liberality of congrepations, so as to
% mcet the increasivy demands made upon the funds. Al
B ccotribations should bz forwarded rcf Jater than tst March,
%4 1359  Yours very truly, WiLLiaM COCHURANE, Convener
& Home Missions Commitice.

AUGMENTATION FUND.

B  The following circular is addeessed to Clerks of Presby-
ki teries : Atthe meeting of the Home Mission Commatee in
ME March last, the amounts that had been suggested as desir-
8 able contribntions from the several Presbyteries in the West-
3 ern S=ction of the Church to the Augmentation Fund, were

3 carelully revised in view of the probable needs of «he fund

that$ ... is a fair share to suggest to the Presby-
tetyof . .. . «e v +v.. ond itis earnestly hoped
that the Presbytery will use all reasonable effort to secure
the raising of this amount from the congregations within its
bounds. Your Presbytery last year contributed to the fund
$eeeene.. and drew from it $........for the benefit of
weak charges withio your bounds, The sub-committee
would respectfully urge upon Presbyteries 1n which there
are charpes requiring s‘i&thc importance of a thorough con-
sideration of each,case™Bifore apphication for  grant is made
or renewed. 1 4t yrs faithfully, D. ], Migoon~eLL, Con-
vener of ¢ tatibn Sub-Committe, .

MONTREAL NOTES.

Mr W M Rachester, B A., nf the Presbytesian College,
Mantrea!, has been appninte:] assistant tg thg__Rd" L
Jordan, B I», of Frskine Church™Mr. Kgchester is a stu
deat of great promise of the second thealngical year.  The
Erskine Church enngrecatinn purpnse . pening a missian in
one of the schaols of the city, and Mr Rnorhester is tu work
this mission, as well as render assistance to Mr. Jordan in
his work. .

A great stimulus has been giveno "the work of Foreign
Missions here by the visit of M, Wilddr, stadent of Wnon
Seminary, Néw York, and a son of the Rev. Mr. Wilder,
for thirty years a missionary in India. On Satbath last
Mr. Wiider addressed three meetings of the stadents of the
diffzrent colleges here, besides preaching in Erskine Church
in the evening.  His addeesses were simple and unpreten-
tious, but most telling and effective.  As a result of lus visit
several students have been added to the number of those
who purpose offering themselves fur the foreign field.  Mu.
Wilder expects to labour in India himself.” Ie left on
Monday for Kingston, and was to be present at the Inter-
Collegiate missionary gatheriog held in Cobourg in the end
of this week., To that meeting 2 number of students went
on Thursday from the four theological colleges here.

A member of Erskine Church in this city, anxious to see
the number of labourers in China maitiplied, cuntemplates
supporting a missionary there himself. ~ Arrangements are
being made with a view to secure the services of one of
the students who complete their course at the Presbytenan
College here next spring.

The Rev. A. B. Mackay, of Crescent Street Church, was
receatly waited upon and asked to conduct a class for Sab-
bath schoul teachers on Saturday afternuuns during the
winter Iie consented on cunditivn that at least sixiy
teachers should agree to attend.  Upwards of one hundred
and twenly bave signified their intention of domng so, and
the class meets this—Saturday —afternvon to organize. It
is not confined to Piesbyterians, but indludes Sabbath schoul
teachers of the other denominations in the city.

M1, Reynolds, of Peusia, Hliaois, President of the Inter-
national SabbLath Schuol Associatiun, has Leen here this
week in the interests of Sabbaih schuol work in Quebec
Province. e addressed a large meeung of Sabbath school
woutkers on Tharsday evening 10 the parlour of the Amen-
can Presbyterian Church, ind held a meeting ia Richmond
last night'on his way to Shesbrooke, where he 1s to spend
the Sabbaih.. A’ the meeting 1n the city on Thursday even
ing Mr. 1).\T. Fraser read a carefully-prepared statement
regarding W& Sabbath schools of the Province of Quebee,
which wopld seem to indicate that 2 large number of the
children of Protestants are not attending Sabbath school.
The Protestamt populativn of the Province 1s abgul 200,000,

Mr. Fraser’s statement is as follows :
[a - -A

DENOMINATION.  BCHOOLS., fucu@s. SCHOLARS.
Methodists 200 L PR 11,398
Presbyterians . 138 1,173 0,859
Episcopalians . .. ..... 172 814 8,739
Bapuaste .. .. - . eeenns 22 174 1,568
Congregational.. . s0 151 1,382
Reformed Fpiscopa! 1 23 260
Lutheran..eoceees - ] [ 45
Uniohesssssnsseesenesss 84 388 2,677

Total €36 42446 36,128

According to the {Jominton census returas of 1881, the
Methodisis in the Province of Quebec numbered 39,2213
Presbytenans, 30,297 3 Lpiscopalians, ©8.797: Bapnsts,
8,853: Longrcgau mahists, 5,233 Reformed Episcopat,
423; Luthcrans, 1,003, and the Roman Catholics, 1,170,
718,

The Presbyterian Sabbath Schonl Association of Montreal
is this scason holding meetings of teachers pericdically in
several of the Churches away from the centre of the city, at
which addresses are given showing how best to teach the
Sabbath school lesson of the following Sabbath. On Thurs-
day last this meeting was held in Taylor Church, the
address being given by the Rev. W. R. Cruikshank.
About one hundred were present and the mecting was one
of greatanterest.  To Mr. J. Murray Smith, the president,
and Mr. D. T. Fraser, the secretary, the success of these
meetings 15 largely duc,

The growth of McGill College in the last twenty years,
so far as the number of students in arts classes is concerned,
is most encouraging. In 1569 the number was scventy-cight ;
in 1879 there wese 149, and this year ugwnrds of 300.
In the Donalda department for women thete are al pre-
sent forty nine matriculated studen's, and forty ninc occa-
sional, or a total of nincty cight. In the city papers this
week the following list is given, obtained from the latest

calendars, showing the number of women su\dc\nls at th, gnd

of last session in the Ams Faculties of the™Ugiverpities

named 3 g ,
University College, TO1000. - cveere . coctsscsncons Eel
\'icloxu’&ﬂlcgc, Cokourg . 36
Sueea‘sColl:gc.‘l\inmtop.............. 18

athousie College, Halilax..
McGiil College, Montreal..coeeee. .
At the rccent communion service sn St. Matthew's |

Charch, Res. W. R. Cruikshank, pastor, the communicants
numbered 292; the addition to the membership being

I for the comrent year.  The whole sum requited for this yeat « twenty-iwo, viz.: fwctecn by certificate and three ont cone
! isabout $35,000. OF this amount, the committee think ’

fession of faith, The present membership is 440

%a_gbatb School Teacher

INTFRNATIONAL JESSON.
Nov 1s, } ,! Joshua “l

oy THE COVENANT RENEWED. oy

Goupen Trxr --The Lord our God will we serve,
and His voice will we obey.—Joshua xxwv, 24.

SHORTRR CATRCHISM,.

Question 103.—The will of God is the supreme law for
humaa actiw. Being infinitely wise, just and holy, He
kauws what s st fur His people, s will 15 theretore
accutdaot with & bsolute sighteousness and vught to pre-
vail. Maa's will by nalure is not 1n harmuny with
Cud's will  Iuis 'y Hlis prace that s peuple are made
willing io the day f His power. It should be our daily
prayer that we may kauw clearly what Gud's wll s,
accurding (o which vean and life should be guverned. His
will is malde knuwn tu us by “te pwmpunj;s uf cunscience,
by His manifestations in pruvidence, and sull more dis-
tinctly in the Bible. Our prayer is for clearer knowledge,
but knuwledge is not envugh.  The servant who knows His
Master's will Lut dues it nut, shall Le beaten wuh many
stripes.  We ha ¢ to pray fur ability and desire to obey the
divine will by doing what 1t requires and dechining to do
what it forbids. When Gud's will impuses on us suffering
and defeat, we require paticnce and humility to submat
tesignedly to tlis will. The prayer teaches us ihat obeda-
enceto Gud's will should Le as cumplete vn eanh as s 1a
heaven.

- ~\
1. Joshua's Sole A peal—Fo} eighteen years the
peopie had dwelt pcnt:e%u"}J 1n thieyland of their snhentance,
Joshua had lived quietly at Timnath'Serah, near Shechem.
He had now reached the advanced age of 110 years.
The time of his departure was drawing near, He conn-
sels the rulers of the people that they mught be faithiul
apd earnest in Gud's service, * uw he assembles the con-
gregatiun of Istael in the neighbourhoud where twenty-gve
years before the blessings and cursings had been pro-
nounced. The scene and the service were alike impres-
sive. The aged wasrior who had wisely suled and led them
to victory after victory, now earnestly and in impressive
words, commends to them the service of Gud. The at-
tention of the people would be at once aroused by the form
of his address ** Ye cannot serve the Lurd,” Gud and
idols cannot be served at the same time., A decided choice
must be made. The infinitely holy and righteous God
cannot share His glory withidols

11. The Covenant Renewed.—The solemn words of
the venesable chief pruduced a deep and puwesful ampres.
sion on the minds of the people. They are ready at once
to ptomise obedicuce and say, ‘‘Nay ; but we will serve the
Lord." Had they the same fear of failure that prompied
the solemn waraing that Joshua’s words imply 2 They did
not seem to be moved by any distrust.  Joshua knew them
well and the dangers to which they were expused, He
does not teply to their strong cxpressions of devotion to
God's service with compliments and congratulatiuns, but
in tones of deep solemnity says, ‘ Ye are witnesses against
yourselves that y¢ have chosen you the Lord to serve Him.”
They accept this position by replying, ¢“We are wit-
nesses.” This is a public promise that they recognized it
as their duty to setve God, and that if they rebelled
against Him, He would be just in punishing them for their
disobedience.  The exhortation whic% oshua ad.

dressed to them shows that he had goofYeason toNdheymost
emphatic in his appeals to them that (Fgy tight servet the
Lord. Even when they were giving cxpression of their readi-
ness to serve the Lord, they had sirange gods among them,
The sin of idolatry was onc to which the children of Israel
were specially prene.  Idolatry prevailed among all the na-
tionsofthe East. They alone wete the professed servants
the living and true God, The service of idols did not call for
self-denial, and was very pleasing to human nature, and the
pawer of bad example is always strong.  They were there-
furc expused to temptanwn.  Thisis why Joshua at this time
warns them so carnesily to ** put away the strange gods
which are among yuu, and inchne vour heart 10 the Lord
Gud of Istael.” It 1s heart worship that 1s slways true
worship ; if the heatt 1s 1nchined v God there will then be
no room for iduls thete. The people do not hesuate to re-
spund at once, ** The Lotd our God will we scrve, and
His voice will we obsy.” Thus thrice over had the people
declared their willingness to serve God.  The covenant was
solemnly ratified.

111, TheCovenant Recorded.—The solemn engagement
catercd nto by the peuple was recorded by Joshua in *“the
book of thelzaw of God.” The people had acknowledged
that they would be witnesses aganst themselves if they
failed to keep their sacred promise. There in the hand-

. writing of Joshua was the record of the entire transaction

which could be appealed to.  There was also another wit-
ness. Joshua took a great stonc and sct it up where theark
had stood to be a standing memornal of the renewed coven-
ant. Lvery ime the people saw this stone they would be
reminded of ther solemn engagement.  The very words
in which Joshua called their attention tot would make
the occasion memorable ¢ for it hath heard all the words
of the Lord which he spoke unto us; it shall be therefore
2 wilness unto you lest ye deny youy Godl.”” This isastrong
figurc of speech.  Of course thert © cncouragement of
anything superstitoug sufige®ed U words. The stone
would be 2 mute witn lo;viry KRelite who had been
present in that solomn assembly that day that he had
pledged himself to the service of* God.
PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.

h’l’_hc servjee of God must be the heats willing
choice.

God's claims to out service demand immediate compliance.

Whatever we give God’s nightful place in our heart be
comes an idol we are bound to put.away.

Pavuic pofesSion 3G devgfin g God's service 133 dut
bindingt;!;%\’s, .% f ?)-& }u v



