36

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

[JaNuaRrY 11th, 1888,

ur Contributors, -

CONCERNING THE FXFMPTION OF
CI ERICAL INCOMFS FRoy
TAXATION
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As we wnite our neighbours, male and female. are
hurrying to the polls to vote for their favaurite muni-
cipal candidates.  Right under our window there is a
polling pluace where the free and mdependent arce
busy marking their ballots. Just as soor as this
paper is finished, this contributor purpnses to go over
and make several crosses on his pastehoard  \We
seldom vote carly, but we vote as often as circum-
stances permit, and alwavs {or the right men Some-
times our favourite candidates head the poll, ami
somctimes they don't  We have voted for every kind
of candidate, from a Cabinet Minister down to a school
trustce.  Most gladly would we mark our ballat for a
poundkeeper who would solemnly pledge himself to
use the powers of the British constitution for the
purpose of keeping vagrant cows away from the lawns
and gardens of their neighbours. At the end of
twenty vears of voting. it gives us no small amount of
pleasure to testily that—ijudging from our experience
—the oflicials who manage the voting business are
gentlemen We have found the voting business as
quiet and orderly and dignified as a meeting of Pres-
bytery—and perhaps a little more so than soine Pres-
bytery meetings. Deputy 1eturning officers and their
. - scrutineers and their assistants, we have
genaally found to benice young men.  Since whiskey
went out and the woman voter came in, marking onc's
ballot has become a rather pleasant kind of duty,
except in ** Toronto the Good,” and a few other out-
lying localitics.

As tunicipal politics are in the air this seems a good
time to ask Presbyterian ininisters to calmly consider
the propriety of refusing to have any portion of their
incomes exempted from taxation.  \We shall not be
guilty of the impertinence of lecturing mumsters on
this matter. We don't advise. Our advice being worth
a good deal, we never give advice unti) some one
asks it and not always then. We don't even suggest
We simply ask a calin consideration of the question.

At Scott Act and other meetings, nunisters are
often taunted with the alleged fact that they pay no
taxes. If the taunt mears that they pay no taxes of
any kind, it is a misleading falsehood. Every man
in this country who buys dutiable goods pays taxes—
aye. and pretty heavy taxes too. Ministers use as
many dollars’ worth of dutiable goods as any class in
the community of equal means, and therefore pay as
much into the treasury of the Dominton as any class
equally rich or equally poor, whichever way you like
to putit. Many ministers pay much more money inta
the Domimon treasury than some of the people
who rant about the excinptlion of clerical incomes.

The cxemption extends to municipal taxes only,
and that fact narrows down the whole question and
makes it casily discussed.

\What are municipal taxes raised for. Maimly to
provide education, hight, good streets, joon sidewalks,
police protection and protection from hire. ¢ Jccasion-
ally there 1s special expenditure for new buildings of
various kinds, and 1n large cities there must atways
be annual expenditure for hospitals and charitses.

These are most worthy objects, and surely a mims-
ter might well ask hunself why /e should not pay Ius
share for such useful purposes as well as any other
citizen,

We areall proud of our educationalsysiem. Whether
1t 1s the hest 1z Jhe world or not, 1t answers our pur-
pose fairly well. \Why should a mumister not pay his
fair share for local education? Has he any moral
right to have his children cducated at the expense of
the community?  Amony the men who muss pay are
many whose incomes are smaller than the ministers,
Are these poor people under any obhigaton to help
to educate the nunister s family 2 st doing the cha-
dren justice to educate them at the expense of their
neighbours 2 Wall 1t increase their sclf-respect 1n
after hifc to know that they got their start in licin a
public school, toward the maintenance of which therr
father did not or would not pay his share ?

Municipal taxes are expended in providing hght
for the streets. Mimisters may not nced fight on
some subjects, and most assuredly some of them are
not suffericg from a want of yas. but they are as

-

amuch benefited by a well-ighted street as any oiher
olass of wtizens,  Why, inthe name of common sense
and equity, should they not pay their share of the
expensc of hghting ?

Good streets and good sidewalks cost money. The
money 18 raised by taxing the people.  Ministers use
wie sudewaiks, pechaps, more than any other ciass of
men.  Pastoral and sick visstation anvolve a great
amount of walking.  Guod silewalks are a great com-
fort to a man who has to do more os less walking
ncarly every afternoon. s there any known reason
that will stand & moment's consideration why the
commumty should furnish a cdergyman with a good
sidewalk free of all expense?

A manse or a parsunage takes tire as readily and
burns as quickly as any othes dass of building, U
woutse the occugant expecis that the tire company wail
tuen cut at the first tap of the bell.  Might it not
vceur to hun that s his duty as a witizen to help to
maintun thase brasve fellons who sk thew lives to
save his burning house! I all classes were exempt,
there would be 0o fire company.  \Why should one
class be exempt and still Jaim the services of the fire
bngade.

A burglar enters & nster’s house quite as readily
as any other man s house  And when he gets in he
nesver takes old sermons. I he did what, dergymen
uaght nut care so mach fue pulice protection.  The

_burgiat always goes for the wanse lady s gold watch,

or some other good thing.  As a rule, dergymen are
not muscular men We have never heard of more
than two or thice 0 this countty who eacelled in that
nay. Sume of those weil kept Old Country parsons
could, no duubt, Jo themselves credit on a sceuminage
with a burglar, but the average Canadian parson is
too often physically feeble. If he can handle any
member of his own Session he does very well, The
fact 1s, ministers nced police protection as much as
any other class of inen.  Fhey get it, and why should
they not pay thete share for the maintenance of the
police force :

I'here are several other points, but they will keep.
Meantime, hav.ng paid our share tonward maintaming
education, police prutection, protection from fire,
budding waterwoths and futishing the community
with good hight, w» must go weruss to the pulling
buuth and vote fur sume goud men to luuk atter the
business.

FRAGWUFENTARY NOTES
CHURLHES, £330k, UUR EDULATIONAL INSITIU-
110N3, EIC,

MONTREAL.

The effect of Mr Mondy's-visit to the Commercial
Capital has not died away, as several revival meetings
are being held ; those 1n Scanley Street and Knox
Churches are well attended,

In the larter church a-principal feature in the ser-
vices 1s the singng, which scems to be much appre-
ciated, and 1s usually fuiowed by short addresses of a
ponted and hortatory character. The attendance at
Stantey Serect Church Sunday services 1s consider-
ably increased, no doubt a testimony to the persever-
sng labours of the Kev, F. M. Dewey, the popular
pastor of the Church.

LRSRINE CHURC.,

15 growing rapidly under the mimisiey of the Kev. L.
H. Jordan. The Sabbath school Sunday was ob-
served recently. Chudrens Day has become quite an
institution n the U aaed States, and 1s eagerly looked
forward to. It 15 now receiving more attention in
Canada than formerly. On the occasion referred
to Lrskine Church was filled with the children,
teachers and fricnds—an audience which must have
been chéening not only to the pastor} who 1s abun-
dant 1n labours, but to all who are interssted 1n Sab-
bath school work, and at present thetr name may be
sud 1o be legion. Alter singing by the chosr, and
reading of the bScriptures, the Rev. L. H. Tordan ad-
dressed the children at length, telling them some-
thing about * Lhamonds,” illastrating his remarks by
some rather dark specimens, which made his address
very interesting not only to the young people, but to
the large number of children ol a larger growth
present, many of whom had graduated from the Sab-
bath school benches.

When speaking of the polish aud perfection of
diamonds, the preacher extibited a handsome dia-
mond ning, and caused a gencral smile when in a
rather playful manner he remarked he need not apolo-

gue for weanng a diamond when addressing such an
mteresting audience, The services throughout were
of an interesting and profitable character,

Nest a visit was paud to

§1. PAUL'S CHURLH
of which the Rev. James Barclay is pastor, The
st unbuunded satsfaction pievaids throughout the
uity that this estimable amnister did not transfer his
services to another ficld, although the temptation was
great, and steong reasons were adsanced, some of
them of such a character as would have prevailed
with most men, why he should go to Australia,
Mr. Barclay’s removal would have been a loss to
the entire Church.  His congregation is in splendid
warking order, the orgamzation in every departmient
being complete, and closely attended to by the pastor.

The contnbut.ons to nussion schemes are Liberal,
The pastor's Bibl - Jlass 18 a speaalty of his work,
the prayer meeting s well attended, and a vigorous
and nteresting ladies’ prayer mceting has been in
operatiun for some t'me. As a preacher, My, Bar-
clay, by universal consent, stands among the fore.
most n the Church,

RICHMOND AND MELUOURNE,

Presbytenanism here 15 making steady progress
under the pastorate of the Rev. John McLeod. At
present there s a growing fecling in favaur of Union,
whicl would be much to the adVantage of both , be
sides relies.ng the esteemed pastor of heavy duties,
it would tend to consolidate and stirengthen our cause
in these places  In any case & rew charch in Rich.
mond s almost a foregone conclusion, as the congre-
xation has outgrown the old buildmg.

SHERBRAYKE.

This congregation has deaided to rebuild.  Under
the new nunister, who has exceeded thewr expecta.
tons, the congregation is making solid and steady
progress. Hitherto aur cause here has not been in the
ascendandy, but the outlook for the future is good.

QUEBEC.

It means much to say that we are holding our
own here, taking everything into consideration. The
Fren:h and Catholic element 1s very strong, but |
think this would hardly be statng the whole case, as
much headway is bemg made. It was communion
Sunday; n St Andrew s Church, and the pastor, the
Rev 1. T Love, stated that there was a considerable
add:tion toe the communion roll. Mr. Love con-
ducted the entire services, which were instructiva
and unpressive, aad although continued longer
than the usual tume, nobody felt them tedious or
wearisome, and I think ali left with the feeling that
“i1t was good to be there™ Iy was a matification to
the yonug msmister and many others to sce the aged
semor pastor, the Rev. Dr. Cook, present.  His pres.
ence called up many recollections of the past.

HALIFAX,

General busimess here 1s much improved. Th
prospect of having St. Andrew’s Church settled by
the stallation of the Rev. D AL Gordon, of Winni-
peg, Presbyterianism will certainly be 1n a strong po-
sition.  The Churches are !l prosperous, and domng
good war k.

DAl HOUSIE COLLEGE
has opencd with more than an average number of
students, and under the adwministration of the new
president, Rev Dr Forrest. a bright future is before
it A course of lectures by the Rev. Dr. Burns and
other pronunent minisiers has been arranged for,
which will be of great advantage to the students.
The success of Dalhousie 1s now an established fact,
and the new college, which 1s situated in a prominent
part of the city. is among the first objects which at-
tract the attention of passengers on the Allan steamers
when conung mto the harbour.

THE LADIES' €O LEGE.

This collene opened during the present fall, and
with a larger number of students than the most san-
guine expected  The praspects of this institution are
bright, and the favourable opening and the auguries
of success must be gratfying to every Presbyterian
m the Mantime Proviores, especially to the Rev.
Robert Laing, of St. Matthew's Church, who has
advocated the project with so much force and ability,
M¢ lang is a man of great energy, and besides
ministering to the wants of a large and important
congregatton has brought the Ladies’ College to a
pont where 1t may be fairly said to be a success.

There will not be so many Protestant or Presby.
terian children scat to. the convents in the Maritime
Provinces in the future, and if there should it will not
be for the want of having a suitable educational estah.
lishiment cf our owr, |



