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£ (T0R ARD LBOPLE,

} U TO PAY A LARGE DEBT WITH A
SMALL SUM,

3'x or seven years ago, when the writer was a
member of the Baptist church in Athens, Georgla, it
was the habit of the superintendent of the Sunday
school to make frequent appeals to the liberality of
the brethren for its financial support. Tho writer al-
ways made & contribution when called on, but after
awhile, wearied with these calls, be determined to tey
a new plan. He sznt to the United States mint in
Philadelphia, and procured five hundred coins of tba
value of ona cent each—virgin coins, that had never
been used, and bright as gold, These he gave to the
Sunday school, dzclaring that he would never make
apother donation, large or small. But be reauested
the teachers, and children, and all visitors to the
school, to drop one of these coins in the contribution
box, on each occasion of attendance at the school,
They agreed to the terms, and bave faithfully canied
out the bargain, The result is, that the school has
been from that day, and is now salf-supporting ; ithas
never called on anybody for a dellar, or a dima, or a
nickel, or a cent, That five dollars have solved the
problem of perpetual motion, ‘The coppers have cir-
culated round and round, from hand to box, and from
box to hand ; snd after having paid large sums, per-
haps hundreds of dollars, are still on hand, deingduty
just as they did at first.

The busy, little pennics have done a great work.

They haveshown the power of littles.

2. They have shown that peoplo are willing to give
by littles.

3 They have broken up the evil habit of depend.
ing on afew in the church for ail the money that is
necded.

4 Tbey have superinduced the hsbit of unlversal
giving, and of regularly continued giving.

5 They have shown that a large amount of money
can be raised in such a way that nobody will feel it.

6. They have created an interest in the Sunday
school that was never feit before.

7. They have shown that if the small copper coln
called a cen? were in universal circulation among us,
our contributions to religions and benavoleat purposes
would be much larger than they are now,

8. The success of the experiment suggests, that the
greater liberality, apparent or real, of the northren
people, may be in part accounted for by the fact that
the small coin called a ceat is in daily and perpetual
use among them, while among us, it is not in uss at
all,

9. We are reminded of the wisdom of that mest
sagacious of all human powers, the Church of Rome,
under whose auspices Peter's pence worked theis
wonders centuries ago.

10 We are reminded of the teachings of ope who
spoke with more than bhuman wisdom, when he said
in 1 Cor. xvi. 2: * Upon the first day of the week, let
every one of you lay by bim in store, as God hath
prospered him, that there be no gatherings when 1
come."—Christian Index.

THE PUMP AT COLOGNE,

1 was in Cologne on 2 rainy day, and I was looking
out for similes and metaphors, as 1 generally am, but 1
had nothing on earth to look at in the square of the
oty but an old pump, and what kind of asimile I could
make out of it I counld not tell. Al traffic seemed
suspended, it rained so hard , but I noticed a woman
come to the pump with a bucket. Presently I no-
ticed a man come with & bucket, nay, he came with a
yoke and two buckets, As I kept on writing and
looking out now and then, I saw the samo friend
with the often-buckets and the blue blouse coming to
the same pump agais. In the course of the moming
I thiok I saw him a dozen times, 1 thought to my-
self, ¥ Ab, you do not fetch water for your own hcuse,
1 am persuaded ; you are a water casrier ; you fetch
water for lots of people, and that iz why you come
oftener than anybody else.,” Now, there was 2 mean-
ing that at once went to my scul, that as I not only
have to go to Christ for myself, but had been made a
water-carriez to carry the water of everlasting life to
others, | must come 2 great deal oftener than anybody
elte. ] am sureit is s0. You cannot lzhour in your
Sunday school class, dezr iriends, you cancot teka chat
vilisge station, you Cahot 20 28 deacon iz thachurch

30 as to glorify God, especirlly you cannot comefresh
to a congregation from Sunday to Sunday, year after
year, always with something sparkling and fresh and
cheering and refreshing, unless you are constantly
golog to the Great Source yourself. In propostion as
there Is & draw upon you, take care that you keep up
the supplies.—C, H. Spurgeon.

“NE WILL COME."

** The thought most aweet and precious,
Which cheers me on my way,
Is that my loving Savlour,
My Kiog, may come to-day.

** He bids us to keep watching
in every quiet bome,
And in life's dusty hiﬁhwxy.
Acd salth, * I quickly come.’

** And 1 believe His promise :
Aad O1 it is so swaet,
While working to be watching,
My loviog Lotd to greet.

*For I should be so sorry,
If some dear earthly friend,
To me some tender message
Of a coming call should scad.

** And I should be forgetful
Ot {ull of earthly care,
%0 wuan my friend should really come,
He would not find me there.

*Or at lcast not find me watching
With & smile upon my face,
With my house all set in order,
Which that friend awhile would grace.

** And 10 when breaks the moraing,
In the ros~ . \stern skies,
And all iis joy and beauty
Firat greet my waking eyes.

1t pives an rdded besuty
And charm toall I see,
The thought, * To-day, dear Master,
1 pethaps may welcome Thee.'"”
Lizzis T, LARKIN.

MINISTERS AND CHURCH PAPERS.

Should ministers be concerned that the families of
their copgregaticns are supplied with religlous papers
of their own denoms. ~tion? This is a practical ques.
tion,and one worthy of the consideration of watchmen
on the walls of Zion, It will be conceded that any-
thing that advances the interest of individual Christians
and the efliciency of the Church should enlist the at-
tention of pastors and stated supplics, Our Church
papers are dzsigned and well calculated to promote
both these ends.

The circulation uf these tends to increass Christian
intelligence in the bouseholds. They discuss the
living questions of the day—chroviclethe principal oc-
currences in the churches, the rovivals of religion,
missionary news, home and foreign, the doings of
Presbyteries, Synods and Genersl Assembly, and, in
short, the religious events of the world. It must be
granted that the knowledge of these things have an
important bearing on Christian character. The want
of this intelligence is often seen and ke2nly felt, and
no other agency but the religious papess can ade.
quately supply the need.

The religious knowledge disseminated by these
periodicals is one of the means—an important factor
—to increase the inflaence and usefulness of the pas.
tors and stated supplies. The truth preached from
Sabbath to Sabbath to well informed beareas is likely
to be better understood and appreciated, and to be-
come like sced that falls on ground well prepared and
receptive. Aund such Church members, otber things
being equal, are more efficient co-workers with the
pastors—as Aarons end Hurs—more fruitful in plan.
ning znd executiog movements for the good of the
congregation. This is so well understood by some
ministers that they willingly exert thetaselves that the
bouseholds may be furnished with, at least, ons of our
Church papers, and it is encouraging to see cevidence
that such efforts are increasing on the part of the
ministry. The report of full columns in tno Minutes
of the General Assembly in many instances, perhaps,
can be traced as the results ;of such efforts, and full
columns ars often regarded as 2n avidenca of minis-
terial success.

Itis evident the weekly visits of Charch papers have
an important bearipg on the benevoleat work of
the denomiostion, What Is so much necded is
koowicdge conceralng what the Church is doing and

what tho Church wante. From the writer’s personal
observation—a somewhat extended one—it i3 quite
evident that between one-fourth and one-third of the
families in connecticon with our churches take no one
of our weekly papers, and as 8 sequence do not have
“ understanding of tha times to know what Israel
cught to do.” Though numbered with one of the
grandest Church organizatione in the wosld, thay areun.
Informed concerning the great and aggrassive work of
that Church, at homs aad in foreign lands, for the salva.
tion of the world, Doubtless itis owing tothisfacttnat
we havo so many non-contributing churches—averag.
ing the boards, one-half give nothing. For the want
of more definite infermation concering the operations
of cur benevolent schemos may also be traced the
reason why some that are abls to give, give so lttle,

With such clear evidence for good as exists of tha
influenco of our Church papers in the household, it
, follows that apatby or indifference towards an agency
of such usefulness on the past of ministers s falling to
use one of the helps vo a successful ministry—J/n JAe
Intersor, by Rev. 8. 8. Potter.

A MOTHER AND DAUGHTERS.

I oncs met (it was at a garden party) a clergyman’s
wife—s graceful, accomplished woman—who intro-
duced her three daughters, all so much after the
mother's type that I could not help admiring them,

“ Yes,” she sald, with a teader pride, “ I think my
girls are nice girls,. And so us2ful, teo. We are not
rich, and we bave nine children. So wetold the elder
gitls that they would have either to eamn thelr bread
abroad, or stay at home and do the work of the house.
Thoy choss the latter. We k22p no servant—only a
charweman to scour and clean. My girls take it by
turns to be cook, house maid, and parlovr-miaid, In
the nursery of courss (happy mother who could say
¢ of course ! ') they are all inall to their little brothers
and sisters.”

“ But how about cducation? * I asked.

 Oh, the work being divided among so many, we
find time for lessons, too. Some we can afford to pay
for, and then the elder teach the younger ones.
Where there's a will there's a way., My girls are not
jgnoramuses, or recluses 2ither.  Look at them now.”

And as I watched the gracious, graceful damsels, in
their linen dresses and straw hats—home manufac-
ture, but as pretty as any of the elegant toilets there
—1I saw no want in them ; quite the contrary, They
looked so happy, too—so gay and at ease !

“ Yes," answered the smiling mother, “ it is because
they are always busy. They never have time to fret
and mope, especially about themselves. I do believe
my girls are the merriest and happiest girls aliva.”

1 could well imagine it.—Mrs. Mulock-Cratk,

MAGNETISM.

Hero is something worth thinking about, from the
columns of the © Episcopal Register:? “If your
minister lacks ‘magnetisin,’ by all means get sid of
. He may be as good as gold, a faithful pastor, a
fine scholar, and true friend ; but in these modem
times we must have magnetism. A simple, plain
preacher, who preaches the fresh milk of the Gospel,
is nct atall suited to ourwants, ‘We must have a man
of the condensed milk sort. He must be the per-
sonification of a whitlwind, a man who tears every-
thing up by the roots and meakes you wonder what he
will do next ; a man who will draw from all aeighbour-
ing churches, and so increass your pew rentals that
you can afford to bave a quartette, with a soprano
who lives on the high C’s, and 2 basso profurndo whose
lowest notes come from sepulchrat depths—a man who
can writhe rhetorically and twist himself into all sorts
of logical contortions, and until you find it impossible
to tell whether he is exactly orthodox or mot, or
whether heir anytking or not. By all means, in these
days of electric light and bearded women, let the
religions world keep up the general reputation, and
turn out nothing but men of immence ‘magnetism,’
and men who will promise ngver to grow old from their
theological seminaries.”

THERE is & refreshing candour in the following
from an obituary ascribad to “an Iowz paper:? “The
deceased geatleman gained his siches by loaning
money and handiling notss and mortgages, had a
State-wide name for his litigation in various counties
and in the Supreme Court, was grasping and heartless
in kg transactions, became diverced from his wife,

and disd without a friend.™



