
JIOJIF~~ UiISO ~ND.

WAE have <bis weck given mare spart ta carres-
- I pontience on %ho sute oaf tht -Home 'Mission
Funtihn tvacan well.afforul. The importance ai <le
subject andti ho evitient diversit>' ai view prcvaîhîng
must bc aur excuse. Wc att qtaite snre tbat ai the
frieuids wlia have ivritten on tlhe point are anîmateti
by th honest desire ta ativanre <ho întorests af tlie
Cburcb anti espe-inîll ta relteve thie Hoeme Mission
Funti front its present cmbarrassing condition. Nath-
iîig but tho very kintiuiest feeling%, ive are persuatict,
are cherisieti b>' an>' ane ai aur correspandents ta-
wards the members ai the Honmt Mission Coinmît-
tee, anti even <hast af tbomn sho are rond>' <o crati-
cisc tlhe procetiings af <bat Cominiitac most severel>'
lec canvîncedti <at tbeugh the course atiaptet i s in
their estimation net a wise ont, the error at thte ver
worst bas been ane ai jutigment, not af cither cowv-
ardice or indifference.

And >'Ot ib is ver>' dufficult for onieukers ta sec wbat
other course <ho Commi:<ee coulti have adopteti.
WVith a sta<ier.ary or ialling incarne, it bas contînueti
[rom year tai year ta mnaintain and even extenti abs

scale ai operations in the hope <bat the increaseti
l iherality ai tho members ai the Church, arising front
a mare correct sense ai dut>' andti he rctumn ai( gooti
times, woulti nake fhh straigbt anti relieve the teim-
porary tiufficul<y withanu. the hnmiliation <a tho îvhole
botiy anti Sie necessai j suffcring anti hoss ta individu-
ais arising ironith<ie disînissal ai missionarits andtihie
abantioninent ai pramnising anti vory needy filds ai
labour. 1< is very possible <bat front a mere business
point of vicw the- Committec erreti in delaying sa.lang
tas face the crisis, in hoping sa persistcntiy against
hope, anti in continuing Io adit ta its pecunmar>' obli-
gations tilt the hurden became intolerabie. But if in
<bis a mîstake tvas matie, it %vas surl>' a very vennil
one, for which the wholeo aithe Church is quite as mucît
responsîble as the Committet. The very faintest sug-
gestion et curtaihînent %vas recciveti with expressaons
of strong disapprobation, ant i<lit reduction af <ho s,ý1-
aries ai ail <ho nîissienniois tv..s thonghi grently prefer-

* able ta the absolute witbdraî%v.l ai an>'. The Chiorch
urget he Commnittet ta a bolti, belicving anti hiopeful
course. Andti he Committec 'vas ver>' villbng tei ho
so urgeti. 1< k-new <ho txtent, tlie neeti ant ite prom-
ising character ai the varions fieldis ai ceperation botter
t han outsiders cou Id possibl>' do, Nvhtitc k was keenly
alive o t ho chains of the missiona-ries anti ta tht ex-
ceeding>' painfaîl position in which nat a few ai these
woulti be placeti b>' their being witbtirawn tram <hein
variaus ieldti ai labour. But borrowing from
banks, atntihoping <bat sornthi. 6 . -* -... nup, caulti
lot go onfor ever. 1<tv.s simply contînuing taolet on

the steamn anti at the saine time sitting on the saféty
valve. Mie~n the crash weuld caine wvas a more
question ai dime, andti he langer the dol', Ste mare
*fcrmnidabie the catastrophe. Insteati of the Commit-
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tee being to blame Shen for belng so precipiate ln
bringing the Church face ta face wltht tîtenctuai facts,
it would hâve bccn better, pethaps, as one of our cor-
respondents suggeste, thnt ihis had been donc a con-
sitîcrable Sunte ago. And >'ct a good dcal cin be said
on Stet uther sie. A scason ai vcry dicep clcpresslon
or trades anJl a scrics of poor, if not nctuaily biat
croies, hîave been tideti ovcr. l'li gcncril outlook is
grentiy more clierit now tlian it lins been for a
gooti whiIe past, ant he ability ta mise ail the nioncy
needleti has ccrtainly been increaseti.

Buot es it fair or right, is it in accordance with Dur
Cîturcu order or consistent with Ste directions oi the
Sîîpreîne court Io expeet thant Ille Cînmittecs ap.
poîntcd by the Gencral Assrnibiy shal flot only ail-
sinistcr the funds af i te Churcl enttiîsted ta tlîcmt in
dht înast cconomicai andi efficient "uinner passible,
but shah alsa %ce that these funtis bc raisoti, andi, if
uccessary, shahl undcrgo aIl the personal labour and
incur ail the intividual rcspansihility attcndanti pon
soda a coursec? 1< twoulti sct ta us thl~a surit a pro-
cccdting as in ordînary plan ai action would sirnply bc
a confession that aur Plrcsbytcriil systemi bil tumned
OUt a t-aîlureti 11(l 111dIcllCssiY brokon down ; whil:D
even as an extraioriinary mecasure, the ùrtier ai tlle
Gencral Assembly woniti in every case bc a mianifestly
indlispensaible prClînîînary tosucha pracceding. Much
painfni cxpetiencc bas.% shown <bat it is oiten a very
unplleasant wvork for dclputations irOM Central Coin-
mniltccs ta visit Presbyterics and Congrcga:ions cvea
whlen they arc backcdl hy tite atiority -int caaimanti
or Ste Saîprenic Court. Blut tci %ttcn,,)t such a cournc
wvithaut that sanction or cvcn in spite ai somecthing
hake a prohibition, lins gecraily, ifnot always, becît tu
invite failuirc and to incur very disagrecable andi vcr
uscess personi mortification.

Ilcsidcs, sncb a suggestion as that the Coninittc
in this case shoulci have taken dt: work enti.-ely out
ai the ha-ntis ai Presbyteries implies somcething very
offensive, though wve -re convinrcd, pericctiy uninten-
tionally s0 ta, the grr st bouly ofour ininistcrs.,and ciders.
It intimates thit tbey arm cold andi indifferent ta the
work ai haine missions, if not positivcly hostile ; and
thiat thcy cannot bc trusteti to sc that the directions
ai thie Gencrai Assembly in this îespect arc faithiully,
constitutionally, and universilly carried out. The
Suprcmc Court ai the Church has direct access ta cacb
congregatian ai the body. Every minister andi eider
at ordination engaged ta be subject ta their ecclesias-
tîcal superiars and ta secth<at the decisians anti direc-
ions af these were iaithiuily andi honestly put in force.
Have Presbyterîcs rebclled against this.arrangemient?
Mien these l'reshyteries ought te bo deait with, unless
the Church is williýg Ici acknowitdge itseli in a con-
dition ai ecclesi.tstical anarchy. [lave individual
niembers ai Presbyteries set <bemnsclves ta nultiiy the
arrangements ai the Supreme Court or ta defy the
atbority ai their own local one? Mien they are
showang themnselvcs untruc net only ta tht Churcb,
but ta thicir own honaur andi ta tht sanctity ai <hitir
own engagenments. Thiere is net a Preshyterian mlin-
aster in Canada, nor is there a Session, that bas a
right ta corne between a congregation andi the Gentral
Assembiy andi say that that congregatian shahl not
have an opportunity ai miaking every collection which
the Assembly orders unless it have a sanctioneti
equavaient for eacit or ail ofithese. Wlîat that collection
shahl bc, wvhethier large or small, must be ticterimineti
by the congregation itself, but that an opportunity
shahl bo affordeti it ta make tht collection is beonti
ail question. Andi that minister is flot a layai son ai
the Cîturch, nor fiithfut ta bis ordination votvs who
will do or say anythîing tai prevent tbat collection bc-
îng madie or its eqoîvalent being given.

Arc ive prepare Icio acknowiedge tbat we have such
dîsloyai minisbors andi eiders, and such inefficient
Presbytenies as <bis suggested practical supersessian
of their functians -would imply ? WVe shonid bc sorry
ta be sîtut up ta sa meiancholy a conclusion, for ta do
Sa ivaulti be ta confess that aur boastoti Presbyterial
systcm at a time ai crisis and diffliculty hati broken
belplcssly dovn ; that aur Presbyteries had bcone so
absorbeti irn mere local interests that tbey hati no re-
gard for tht gencmal tvork af the Church, andi were
ctier unable or unvilling ta carry out its iaws ; andi
<bat individual ministers andi congregations ivere Sa
narrow andi isolaieti in their view,.s, and sa sell'ish in
thecir feelings thtat theylhad practically given up tht
Preshyterianisa' ai which thcy hati been in.the habit ai
boasting andi had falcn back, an that Congregational-
ism whicb <bey had sae aften repudiatoti, andi whase
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lnefficlency for sucesitally aggresslve Christian work
thtey ni-%se aften proclaiînied. Woi.velî'o asucb iden
of aur 1'resL-yteries andi congregations. That tboe
is albondance af poiver, thougli it inny bc srniewhat
latent, in tht l'mesby<eriatn Clîtîrcli o! Caeada to carry
farward witit trluniphant success a.il Site departments
ai Chirchi work, rew, if nny, conipetently acqualîtteti
with it wo<lti quetion, far less absoliîtelydcny. WVho
ina>' lm the legitintate agents ta briniz ,ut this latent
pawcr-is the only prescrnt question. If we could bc-
hlevo thbu I'resbyterles andi Sessions %vere in sncb a
state c, spiritual coiffa tîtat they cauld net be trusteti
with %vhat is certainly an integrni part ai tliehr legiti-
mate andi normali work, then we shenîcti toh <at tboem
was goocl cause ta tremble for Stet future ai aur Zion,
for wc couldi n <bant case hanve hittle hiope tliat Ilhe
spasniodic andi alinoa mai would succeeti wvienr the
steady, constant. ainit legitîmate had canfessehly falleti.
''le over sweiiing outflow ai Christian libemalty înust

hîave its source and ina: ec pawver in cnlhghtened convhc-
tion, lîolv' feeling anti humble initia. WVh under GoJq

ar îot likely ta talp tbas fountain, tas streng<hen this
conviction, and devclop and intensif>' this ii*.b? %Vc
must believe <hiat Sie local influences wbich aur Prcs-
byteril systeni soe wiseiy provides, niay bce xpccL
ta, bc far miore succesil in snch a work than die fi>'-
ing visits af dcpntatians, hiawever eloqCtnt or the
earnest appeals ai strangors, however much tal the
point. l>resby:erics, besities, can if they please, rail
in sucb ou<side warkers te their assistance. If they
cither cannar or tvili net do cither one titing or anoether,
ilatters arc in a baid tay.

IS A t"MO1RAL hVNTERREGNUilfI eilMi-ff
NVEVT.t

M R. <èOLDWVIN SMITH bas endecavaureti in a
îoiýg article mn the currcnt number ofthe ";Atlan-

tic' ta show <bat it is. He has, however, ncglct<e4
toll tis what he antans b>'the pbmase,nt bis prophcdcc

foreslîtiowings may, thereijrc, bc convenient>' taken,
as paîntang entier ta whc' ahn'ost aIl would roadily
admit or ta whai far more avoulti as cmpbatically tien>'.
If <litre is a es nmerai iîî<crregnutm" si hencvcr there is
a more or !css widcly diffuseti spirit ofirebellion against
what niay bo known as practical mioralîty, andi a consi-
tierabletie parturcfrontthat coursof condnct which hati
usuall>' been calleti vîrtuous, andi wivh had consisted
in the maintenance ai tmnthfulness, integrit>', generous
regard for thue foelings andti ntorests ai oethers, with ai
those varieti opinions, feelings and pmacticeb which
bave been lookoti upon as constituting tItis moralityand
have been cherisiet as sncb ; thon it might bc saiti
that in aMI Christian tîînes thiere is anti always bas
been such an " interrcgnnm." Those who bave uphelti
suchi morality an tbeory andi reducoti it tas practice in
their awn fives, have aiways been in a minant>, sa <bat
tvbcn there bas been esten maire titan the usual amount
ofipractical tictoctian fram the lawvs af this inorality,it
bas been aiter I but a more matter ofidegre, not any
violent anti universai breaktng away from the course
wincch hati been previausîy iollowcd, or anything like
ain utter aenti bsolute cohlapse ofiautlîority on tht part
ai those prinL.iples anti practices wbach hati iormerly
mare or hess witiely ruleti. If tve take <ho phrase in
tItis scnse as conveying <ho idea ai a deca>' af moral
force, ant <at anîsing irom a ceilapse af faith in thase
facts or <ruths <reai or supposei> on whicb <bat moral.
it>' resteti, and irom wbîcb it drew its vitalit>' and
power, thon ait <bat is suggested b>' Mr. Stnith's
tailler unusual phrase is the ortiinary anti ait re-
marked upon tact, that the wheie past hiistiry ai
Christian moerIs has been matie up ai revivals andi
tiecays, ant <at <bore is notbîng net onl>' mare likely,
but more certain than <bat in tis respect the future
will bear a maore or less marketi reseniblance ta the
prescrnt anti the past. In <lais sense vo shorîlt be
littie incline Ica quarrel wnîh MNI. Smatb's conclusions,
though we mîght tbink it strange hc shoulti have taken
sucli trouble ta prove ivbat ieuv or an>' wonld bc in-
clined ta dcny.

But if we are ta ntirstand by Mr. Smnith's expres-
sion an utter coilapse ai Christian moralit>' (for it is
ta this be lias exclusive rettrence) as one af the poss..
bilities, if flot absolute certainties ai <lie near future,
sncb a calapse as may bc proper>' representoti b>'
<bat cessation ai executave authorit>' usualîy described
as an ini'enuin wvhon tbougb ont king is actuaî>'
deati another has not takeii bis placer thon we nia>
ho permitteti ta mare <han doubt <lie farce ai his cvi-
dence -ànti the accuracy ai bis conclusions. Mis whole
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