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Atnong the inconveniences of the

long protracted drougth of the
season ina these parts, a destructive
bush fire may be spoken of, as one
of the most baneftal resulth.

On. of the neighboring farmers
was ira the month of May clearing
for crop, a few acres of forest, and
the. log-fires, un one waryn and
breezy day, extendcd into the growr-
ing throng of trees adjoining the
n.wly ferced in area, and raged
with uncoutrollabte fury fora turne,
despite the strentious eff orts of
xnany of the asseinbling residents of
the district bordering on the 4 or
Soo acres of forest reserve, whose
destruction was thus threatened by
the extending flarnes.

The area of forest invaded by this
regretable conflagration has been a
rendezvous for mnany of the sinali
wild quadrupeds of the regiora, and
a sort of sylvan Faradise retreat
for summer bird wvarblers, since the
surrounding parts of the district
bave been cleared and cultivated.

As may be imagined vast numr-
bers of littie creatures lost their
lives, and were crernated by the
furious flames and f urnace like heat.
that prostrated and reduccd toashes
many of the nionarchs of the forest.

When the lurid flanies crackled
and consumed the green foliage.
Caîckoos wvere seen ilying in wi'ld
consternation fromi their nesting
spots, and a inother ruffcd Grouse
wvas seen in agitatud retreat towards
cooler quarters, surrounded and
followved bY bey nunierous brood,
that seciine-d tu be only two or three
days old; and in another spot a
batch of thirteen wvell roasted eggs.
of the saine species of bird, were
fouîîd after tie lire had. abated,
thesu latter on exainination showed
evidence of being ncar thehcb.hiîg

point when deserted by their pro.
tector. Wasesor ornetsnests, and
many of th cupantc, shrivelled
to ashes instantly at the onset of
the flamnes; colonies of ants raced
over the decay3ing stumps and logs,
not knowing what to make of the
consunaing terror, but were speedi-
ly scorched into invisibility. A
Woodchuck, by a hasty retreat over
burning embers-in which proceed-
ing his fore feet got badly burned
-war. overtaken and killed by a
prowling terrier, a day or ti'o after
the subsidence of the fire, and a
bystander, conimenting on the
crisped appearance of the rodent's
toes, ejaculated that it wvas "
charity to kilt the poor brute."'
The frisky gyrations of the wild
Rabbits, when uncomînoded bythe
fiery sparks falling on their furry-
investiture, bad a comic acrobatie

*air.
As was alluded to above, the bura-

ed over locality was the home and
*breeding retreat of many curions
birds and quadrupeds, a large por-
tion of its area being swanipy, and
its margins and borders were en-
cumbered by a dense growth of
shrubs and thorny vegetatioa. and
almost every species of land bird
known to Ontario Ornithologists
could bc seen or heard there in the
appropriate season; anad in such
portions of the area as bave been
saved froin the fiery devabtatioxi,

*the clarnourous vociferations of the
'*Wliporil are now being
nightly rcnewed.

A rivulet nieanders throughi the
locality ina the moister rnc-nths of
the year. and that part is the resort
of ]3atrachians. whose pipîng ?.S

thereabout a leading featureuor ini
cident whex the ice begins to inuit
ina the last days; of March. The
lbush tirus, while being checked and
lirnited for a numnberof days, would
burst into activity on the occurrence
of a brisk bretze, itnd on one sua.h


