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BLUEBEARD.

soin tluis n«t. of îîîeli iraîîî.i 21nt i ietaat tiomliai ilotels ? Blut mxutlîiim
ever inate the sanie iimilre,,is~i on tui' v nuid as~ the acoîiit, of, tbe
lI u anti deatîto utie .Naréclial de Retz, tbuînîpiledl lv sabille llaring-
( ault, te well- known novelist. llrm!r alis a tiovelist, but
lie is absýo a studetît, tlt-ejiv verseti in tlie fiîlk.luare a.mi sttiulgc
lo.gentis of îîîany bausds;. Tirle nîarrautiv.e in qîtestiou is 11o fiction but
is sinjiv a uigest of State rieuordis vollecee by tlae cninient hiz-torians,

,Michelet andi Larroix. I do îlot propose ta give the tictails of' tîxis
terrible stoî'v :tlauw wotuld lae etitirely out of pulace iii a palier of tlais
description :but 1;u these davs aof wlitcchapci Inurderers il. nuay
be iuterestitig andi evetiiîtutv ta rcvivc remtîîîîtcenccs of' orle
Whmo cclipjsed -:111 tmoderms iii bis tluirst for blooti, anîd wlau lias ils

thte c or f i four cenituries becaie a cauispicllun figurec ils dULr
îïtr.ery mvthiogy utîdrr tbc limite of Blitebeard.

Gilles (le LavaI, Sire de Retz, vaS orne of the ivealthiest niols
of Fralîce, anti the Stl(raget -. upporter af Kitsg Charles Vil 1 Ilii;
iiiilitary exploits agninst tue Eng'lislt were brilliatît, nti Wer
rewarded 1)y Ille title of Mar-shal of France, alla ehîauberlain to
tite king,. Ilis s.t-,acitv iuî counecil was as rcmarkabie as bis
jier-soial bravery, andt it was caaîsitiered a great ioss ta tire state
whencî lic stidderily decided tu retire froin public life and spenti the

ofscai his days ili tire country. I lis favourite abode was tire
castle aof Maclîccoul, wltcrc lic tiweiî iaî seclusion for niiativ years;
with the drawbridge raiseti, the in unateî itrms, andtire castie
always uns a Condition ta rcsist a siege. 'Flic chapel andt the Vest-
talents aof the pricsts %vere eu:nîatîîous, atnd tire Mariai licuird miass
tharec tntes dailv, allai tas passionuately fiîui aof ccicesiastical music.
()n certain days, toa, tire bridge wias iowcred, anti the servants

. Vodil er ofîat 1ttributing; aluns ta ail coniers.
Verv ften here elt iltirem attritn the beg-gar.s, anti tîtese

ttcrc Saîfetinies itît i:ctl imîto the kitche tg) get saisie dainty Tire
chiliremn iao acceptedth 1e offer werc atever scen :agaaîî. rIhi. tent
t'Il for sevcral years, antiaI il tit cund of titat tinie tiacre was scarcely
a f.mnily iti the -,iursouniiiî-, citits-v ilînt hllt îot lost aile of il,;

singuliber, sudt vert' olteal tie miiîg hild liati hecti hast seenl ini
ronltant'e %ith Ont u tme Marsal'% sen'.ants.

ou.)ic ah castoîs aof the aransvisits ta Nanitcs-vi,,-ts in
Iîriiicciy, :tvle, -. itla a retinue rf2inen -at-niriîs--tlie country was
ili a state aof uproar. tue propbce about Macliecaul eiîarging liuîî w.itlî
ouîe voire, witlu sacriflciîag tlieir clailtircu ta the teic' . At hast timeir
uîmtcries rcacdtireu ca-,; aof tire I)uL i of rittatîy anti thte I3ishuîp ai'

Nantes. lThe Duke îaoli-îîoliîeti the iti, huit the Bisbîap %v-
obstisiate, anti inskt1ed on a pumilie trial. After gi-cnt efforts lue
gaiIlcti bis point, alla the Mar-shal w'as riun'.îolied ta appear becore

th ui)îke, a .arn1)i1a îlàta± bqjatiteti ta collect charges agamuast
liii. ire offiucial rcord gives tiue criticuce of' tozeuis of' parents
%%lrose cailtircu itat ilme tu thue cas.tle for- breati, been takeui ta be
traimmetias cîtoristers, or sortie allier preteiîce, but wlto limaît iever :again
bîrîaen t imearti of. Tlîings certaimaly lookcil baid .gainstDc 11cîz,
lît the I)ukc was still lusiîating ta bring ta triaîl sa powcrtl a kits-
lisait wltcm lue receaveti an cxtraoriuarv lcîter frotn the r.ia

laiascf, tacitiv asiitting lais guilt, aitla begging ta bc ailowed ta
retire itîto a imoaîatery. Afier this iL wns no longer jîotsible for
Ille Duake ta avoit i a-taking- tue affuir public, anti aftcr somtie little
dt.lay thec Marsmal, wlto lnid sjuemt lais trne eaving litanîies, in tihe
gai-b ai' time Carnîclite order, wasi. suinnianeti before the Tribuanal.
lie appearcti ili a whle dress, iuî token ai' repecntanîce, but atiornti
wvitm aII lais mlmîar% tnstsgnia, andt knightly orders. At fii-st si-lit,
the Mr.asface ajîpeanedto denuite nicnîcloy radlier tlian
crucllv, but atl tintes ual exciteccnt tlac wlioie expression chîangea,
lie grouutît luis teeida, e-intracte, Ilais lips lilicza wildti enst preparing-
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Io Illsh on1 ils prey ; his eye becaîwc fied, alla thec pupils dl~
sicli .an extent, with a sombre fire quivering ils thtein, that I

sceicul ta fill the whlîoi orbit, wiche becamie circulasr, .11a:,
bark into tire liend. A t the saie tine the black beard apa*mmidv
bristie, amid tu aîssumle il bluisbi litre, whichl latter trait gatvu. I*k%
tire nawkfîailîe of i3iîtebeard.

'Flic charge sheet wvas loni-, the Imost imuportant coui beilig si:!
tire saiti Sire de Rzetz lias seizeti anti Causet to be seized

littie ciîildren, not oniy test or twenty, biat thirty, forty, fifîv. >%i
orle hundreti, twn' iainureti, andi more. and lias miurdereti a111J 4i,
thein inlîu:nnly, andi then burneti tlae'r bodies ta convert tlà u
:Ishes.Y

Ma:ny wit nesses wcre cxaniiined,'the înost conc lusive et I1I U'
being Oiat of the two confidensiai-servants, Ilenriet andi Ponî.,î, nî!
cozifesedl ta lîaving thenaseives antirderet i nany chejijtic lu~r t
pleasure aof tîteir lo0rd and master, wviu ioved to bathe ils tiacir WI- 1
thougl lie was alwnys seizeti titli feelings of r lnorse dis,%ik

'Ject was donc, and tlbrcv Iiimnielf on a lotuge, sibbin-ganti îîrl.,
for forgiveticss. Toa cul a long story short, the Mas:lwa, rIl i
condcuenned to <leath, andi confesseti bis crimes ins fi]I. lit Ili,
fession hie saiti that tiiese diabalicai pracHi:cs originated iii tit- . i,
in- aof Stietonius anti the '' charminir histury " of '1iberitt :rîj
alla the otiier Ca 1ms -le still begged ta be allowed to eittvriL
Carmeîlite Ortler, andi al, the 1last insiîted on n wnthei

th.'mt order ta tire scaffoiti.
This sketch ,wonild flot be conîpicte without tite foîlloi,

address, delivcred by the iiîar.,hail froun the scaffold, to a1 iat is:
of' spectators : -"' My very demr frientis anti servant.,, hrir. .
andi couragetis sigainst the a.ssauIts of' the devil, andi Ilv
diesplcastire anti contrition for your ili dieti witbout, dsi
Goti's inercv'. Believe vviîb ine that there is no sin, bon% e% er gr
in the worid, which Goti, ils lais gr:acc anti loving kiindstti, ï.
not p:îrtion, wbers ane asks it tif Moiti wviîl contrition of hur
Renienber that the Lord Goti is altvays mnore ready to u.*e'
einner thani is tire sinner ta ask of huaii pardon. Mar,'i-eil, 1-
v'ery hiusubiy tbank Hini for lais great love ta il-. iii lettin-,U Ji, ci.

fulîl possession of aur faculties, andt uîot cutiiiîg us oir ,:u.îii sIl.
tire niidst of aur aniisdietis. Let .us c.,ncuive such a lo% e îif G
andi sucli repentance, titat wu shaIl miot fear ticatît, w1licih
a little pin-, wiîlmout wiaich we coulad uot sec Gaod ilî li- d
Besides, we niust desire tu lie frecti frolrn tItis world, it ls~J
oniy niisery, flint Nwe Ilay go tg) cverlasîiiîg -tory. Let il, r( »
ratlier, for alitil wu have biiuanet grievously biere belo"%.y
shail bc liniteti ins Paradi,,e, aur siouk: being parteti frotta ornai i-1L
anti wc shaih bc togetiier for cvca* andt c'er, if only wc - 8aubin.
aur pins alld lionotarable contritionl to aur iast sg.

Miere is ax moi-al ta xny tale, even to ii l a tale a, thi. XVIf
WC hieat of Whileclîapcl murticrers, andi saicllike an..î~

'vîxen wc lîcar it said tient tiîcy denote tirce îartîî.
huanan species anti a dcpravcd lîunlaniîy, ]et uis batik h..î kL'

(alsea tic cz, alld thank God that, four. long c;tau
faihM to produce sncb aniother niionster.
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