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THE FAVORITE.

Manon 1, 1878

\ TUore was 1o help for it ho must ges thom
on; hdé could not ge in his sUppors, and his old
bools J¥ore k00 i advanced into tho “sbro and
Yellow? to'ho seon in company with.thy gose
goons Bpparol which ho had provided espootally
for thig fon} o, thorefore, eat with o sigh
of resignintion on tho edge of & chair rnd triod
o poryiads the Dow.coruaors 10 go on oaay,

1o triod tho right boot Aret—somehotr men
genorutly do try tho right boot nmt—and it
went oh boautifully; one strong steady pull, o
slght wriggliug of tho toes, & light tav of the
heot, ahid 1t was on,  Mr, Fovrlor folt so olated
at bis sucocss that he ross and watlked a fow
steps 2bont thy room in the ono boot and aslip.
pcx;gg sco botr 1t wont. It wont ‘well; and he
lrc’-l uled himself with a satisficd air to try tho
¢ 13

Whea accidents happen, they usually oceur
With the loft boot, and 80 it was with M r. Fow-
ler; Just in proportton as thoe right »ot had
gone on casy, §0 tho left boot scomed deter-
wined to have u strugglo for it before ylolding
and allowing itself to bo walked in as any ro-
spectablo boot ought to do.  First thero was a
dectded misunderstanding betwean tho heol
and tho ipstop; botb wantod 1o go down to-
Rether—tho heel having w littlo tho worst of it,
—~which regtlted fn 8 doad-Jock, snd noamount
of wriggling and steady pulling conld persuado
that buot to budge; then Mr. Fowlordiscovered
ttat tho boot was twisted o littlc, and ho hadto
tuk - it ofand put it on stralght; thon the toes
g+t bent ths sock, which haa becomo u
littlo damp with thé perspiration superinduced
by the exertion of the firsy encounter, atuck to
the iining of the dboot, and snother doad-lock
cusued.

A good five minnles had bacn apent; tuo
hands of {hs qlock poicted to five minutes to
cight, and Mr, Fowler vory neatly aworp as ho
Limaes. 50 f085 sy gotag %o 00, drocsing tavio
time; bo Boing 0 ng-tablo,
tnsk 0p a Hox ofpowdsred chialk, and 3
portion of$is-contehta fnto the boot, giving it a
& wd shake to make tho powadsr -

~ I'll gef yon-on this timo® he mutierad, #or
I'll kpow'why® =~ v~

He know whyight oft. Bexiing himsolf on
the edgo df the chalr, Be clovated hix foot, in.
serted 1t 1a$0 tho Doot, and, after gontly work-
ing it well’ down, gave s long pull, o stropg
Pulj, and a po') altogethey,” fianly dotormined
to got it 43 ‘thent or pover. But, alas for tho
vanity of humén expectationat Whilo the foot
wras at its groatest attitnde, whils ‘the poll was
atits mn;xmnn;tstrenxth, uml“tha boot aug
severest pollit.of resisigooe, ®orack, crack,
went both strape, and 2fr. Fowler, totally un.
preparea for »o unforescen a ostazirophe, el
backward pvos tho chalr, and roled Jgnomint«
ously on thp ficor, 1o the serjous isarrsngement
of the stifshirt-front, and very nearly causing
u distocation of the opllar bulton.

Then ho did mrear., Thoro #Ra no doubt at
all about 1t this timo; ho gava vent to an ox.
pression whicth ought to have convinced agy
right-mindod hoot that §¢ ought to go omi but
no, that obstinato boot wras beyond cortrol, and
o ald not be by any mokng perraadod to do its
« aty, and go, after ane mors inefldetusal trial,
Alr Fowlor was foreed 10 givo up the contest,
Asournfully ha pallad off tho tight boot, which
had behiavod-so well; spltefslly hokicked away
the left boot, which had behaved 80 badly; and
with o sad, but resigned smils putron tho old
boots which he'had s0 scornhilly rejocted 8 fow
minutes before,

The boots wero old; they woro alightly torn,
apnd they peodod dlearing; but thero was vo
holp tur it hs must wexr thom or potbing, £0
ne wiscly determined to submit to circmm.
sunnices and don bis old fricnds, mentully re-
sutviug, however, that he wonid keep his fect
s much undor the 8ol as posxtble, or hide
them bebind the friendly shadsaf Boaale'sdress

1 e was parmitiad to sit suficlontly olose w0}

her. :

Bul they needed tleaning, Thet fanll was
quickiy remedled, and in w-short time ho had
tncom sha ke mirrors. Hapailed them on,
paced his foet togethar and gazed st them with
sumettung ke a amilo of satisfaction; thoy did
nout lock €0 bad after all; it was wondoerful how
a good doso of blacking and a lttlo skiiful
brushing bad improved their personn) sppear-
ance. AB! thero was ons flaw he discovered;

the {00 had been mixsed; it did not shino
with}ho refulgent brightoess of the surround.
ing 1ésther; 1o clovated his foot on tho odge of

tho stoopod over, brushinhand, 1o rectify
tho mon’, and—oh! luckicss Fowler i—in
that s} momont tho sols * 2tton by which hig
b wero fastensd behind gave way with o
loud Bap, and he cotld feal his trowsera givo &
suddéntiart towards his knces.

Hdy was 4 terridblo pe Jtlon; ho oonld not go
out &x\om braces, his trowsers wonld not keep
up withoat them; it was (00 late to think of
ta.)dn(f thom off and sowing on a2 buttun, it
wonlg takd t00 much timo, o thers was nothing
left 0 @b Bt to go down steirs 0 tho scrvant~
sirl, and Wckkly requost her o pin him up,
whicl lie ohilzingly consented to do, and ao-
comPliabed tho task aftor having only twice
ruo tho pin Into his back,

Pour FFowler! his misfortancs had boon grest
and by was 1ot 1o @ very swoet or sorono mood
wheg ho Ut o cigarctio—a cigas would |
huvo.lafen o long W0 smoko—and, after put- |
tug 3 few cloves o Lis pocket, started for Miss
sodluw’s gosldence,
> I J °

20349 Basile Budlow, 4hé obgact of Mr, Fowlor's
atoration, was a fair-halred lttlo creature of
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quainled durlag her walks to and from sohool.
She lived with bor mothor and aunt in a amzl),
{wo-story hiouso in 8t Dominiquo stroot. Tho
houso had & bigh stoop, and tho fow squnro foot
of ground In front of 1t wero encloscd by & low
picket fonce, Mr. Fowler bhad succesded in
gaining an introducion to Mrs, Budiow, but that
lady thought Miss Bossio altogeihior too younz
to think of having a 10ver and Mr, Fowler's
visliis woro discoutonanced.

Ho had not scon Miss Bossio for sevornl days,
avadared not callat thahouse to fnquire forher:
it wwas, thorefors, with most ploasurabloes urpriso
thatfho bad openod a Jdolicato littlo onvelope,
whichsmollstrongly of muak and «vasornamont.
ed witha vory Mt litilo boy withougany clothos,
thouglitlessly polinting a hesdiess arrow at
nothing, and rsad tho following noto:

“ DRAR GUS:~I havo been siok for threo
days; mother and nuntie aro golng¥out to spond
tho ovening, and Chloe will hLave to go to
market, so I shall bo alone until about half-past
ulng. Como up if you can. Tho gas is veory
bad, and tho parlor ias almoat <lark at nights,
como up, won't yout

BrssIe.”

It was nearly half.past eight when M.
Fowlor reachsd tt» housse where his lovod one
dwolt; as Bo got uear to it ba threw away tho
Temnant of biscligarette, hastily took a conplo
of clovos from hir pocket, sliowoed thom up abit
andswallowad thoni. Yo thea smoothed down
his shirt front a3 much as its rampled conditton
wonld permit of, stralghionod his tio, guve a
ainal pull st his.coliartosoo thatl it was all right,
ran his fingars lightly over that left puff to be
sure 1t had not got out of plaocd, tugged st lis
vest to maXks it ljo smootb, gave s8lf o sord
of & shake to bo perfoctly oo that gvery-
thing wras all right, and then rang tho bell

There was tho tripping of light feolatops in
tho halls (he alight rugtle of & dross; a fint
susplales of patehoull floating through tha Xay.
bole, and then tho 1at h was raised And—

el the door didn't 0pas,

Thaga was o slight soand of impatienos on the
inslde of the doos a strong tug L0 open 1t—the
door didn’t scem {0 mind that j—and then
there was a ouriyus seitling sound, &s if som3
cnoadorned with coptoas crinoling badsuddenly
sat down; thon catne another rustling move-
mont as if ths same crinoline was getling up
agnln, andat tast a soft voloo sald,

119 that you, Gus 1™
* «Xes, darling® Mr, Fowler used the word
dasling bocause b folt confident no coald notba
ororheard, and ho also gaine. s Ittls ad-
ditional assurance from tho factof o two inch
door interposing betwecn him and the person
ho thos vanutred to addross. He hiad thought
ssveral timed that ho wonld lke to call Bessle
‘edariing,” but, .soriohow whon ths proper
moment for uslng tho toym srtived, ho bhad
alwarz lost courago ang had substitoled soma
other word not quite 2a agvotionato; but now,
thanks to tho interposing door he had galoed
oqurage cnough 20 uso the term, and he felt as
1£ 1o had assomplished something, and mental.
1y detorminod to try to use it again when thuso
was X0 interposing doer and it might lead to
hippler results.

#Qh-conr i gald o voice on 1bs other zidoof
the door, “thadoor Is locked I”

“Unlock it, darling,” promptly replied Mr.
Fowlor, now fuily making up his mind to uso
thas togm of endeatment and no otker.

*itBuk § ean’t, Gus,; tho koy {s gono.”® i

#Daswmn it ejaculated Kir. Fowlor; thls word
scomied A lUtdle, & vory Utile, ke «dariing’
througts dbp Zey-bols, and 2Mliss Bessle thought
ggmbnt.zhe more enlightenad reader knows

#DY, Hua” ghe cald, 4 what shall 1d0; thas
ow.:root_‘omoom : hlas Iocked ‘mes &n émd carried
awey the Xey: Ioannot open ths door,
+73 cau’t Tawlihrough the key-hole, darling,”
pid 3r, Fowler with a dosperato sitempt as
zaity, bol feslipg tbatif Chloo had baenpreseny
in 4l Peadh, and tis had a good bl, pockut knifo,
Dis wounid bave Uked to out her ap into smsll
pleces and introdncos ber fn detall into tho
aforesald orifioe.

« No, Gos,” said Miss Bessie, ¢ but—but-—
don't you think—porhaps—couldu't you try--
that 18, tho window isn't very bigh, you know ™

«0f course it 1sn't,” said Mr Fowlcr, as the
{deca suddenly dawned on him. «I'vo climbod
nigher placos hoforo now *

«Then walt 8 mingto until ] «.on it, and you
can got in thal way.”

Thore was apother gentlo rustlo of crinoline,
and tho sofl tripping of liitlo feet, asd Mr.
Fowlor gavo a slight hitch to his trowsers, just
a8 sailors aro popularly supposed to bo con.
stantly dolng, and proparod toclimbd up through
tho window.

I havo sald that thero was a low pickot fonco
onclosing tho fow foot of ground in front of tho
housc, and agalnst this Mr. Fowler leanod 1o
tha most pictarosqoe atutndo ho know how 10
assume, unyl the window oponed and ASiss
Bessio appesred.

How boaatiful sl looked {n the dim, shadowy
light with ber gwldon halr framing her pure,
girlish face all aglos with axoltement, and the
dim gas light—it was tad 3s sho had sald—
throwing a failnt beam of brightness over hes.
Very boautiful she looked, and vary dooply tu
lovo dMr, Fowler fol}, and bhe determinsd to
cxhiblt his prowess bofors his lady love, a8
gallant kopights of 0ld Wero wont o do before
thotrs.

1 havo sald that the ploket fonco was low, {a
fact it was sboat two fogl snd a hslf high, and
a8 Mr, Fowler’s left band rested on the top bo

uxieea with whom he had managod to ges ac. ,

thought he would oxhidbit his powoers as o

gymubhst—ho was & protiy good ono too—and
R0 ho’mado a alight spring atd vaulted Hgh'ly
ovor it

Ob, poor misguided Fowler! what made Sou
ohiongo color s0 violently, and nlaco your han!
so suddenly bohind you, as you alightod on *hea
Witlo grosa plot? ‘That troschorous pin had
glvoa way, his bracoa wore again unfastoned
and his trowsers in omiuont danger of sagging
down uncomfortably, Thoro was no friondly
sorvanl mald at hand now; no way to repalr
tho torriblo damago, and ho could only look up
at the beauleous vision above him and sigh,

Tho windotwy was about oight foos lugh, and
Fowlor oconld havo easlly sprutig up « os to
grasp tho window a1l aud swing himsolf fato
the room; but, «what would be tho ovn.
stquonces?”’ Ho shuddered as ho thought what
thoy might be, and ho strotoled bis hand up,
as if to tost tho distanco, and sald sadly,

«1t's too high.”

« Can't yon Jjump, Gus?”? asked Miss Bossio,
who wua rather hurt at hor laver’s apparcut
apathy, «I1 thought you could Jump over so
high”

41 oonld," said Mr. Fowlor sadly, ¢ but—but
I've spralned my,” bracos, he was golng to say,
but added, sankle.”

40b, I'm 5o sorry,” sald Ali¥s Bosslo Jeaning
down towards him, and looking moro Jiko an
angol than aver, Lio thought, «doos it hurt Fou
much #

4 No-~yog—that 13, not a groat doal.”

ul'm so.ry,” sald Bllss Bossio agnin, sym-
pathotically, thon, saddenly, #Ob, Gus! I'vo 4
splendid idoa; I'll got tho stop ladder Ohloo
used {0 bhang tho clothos up and then you can
get up twithodut any troutls, Walt 6 momont
and I will bring §t.”’

Tho beantiful vislop, 28 Mr. Fowler called it
disappeared, and Lo occupled thg fow spare
inutes bafers her polurn tn endeaviring to
find tho romuants of that troachorobs plo, 50
tbst bo might make soms kind of t3porary
Topalrs, if poaribld¥but ko, no trace of tho pin
oould be found, and ho could only givo an extra
hitsh ortwo to his trowsars, and awalt ASiss
Bessle'’s goturn,

Sho soon camo, and toar almost stood In hor
bright Ii{tle oyes as she sald,

+] declare it's too bad, Gus, that hateMml old
Chloo s locked tho dooT at t¥ e Voltom of the
stalrs loading to the kitchen, and I caanot got
tha steps ta Lelp you ups; I'm g0 sorry.”

8ho loaned far oui of the window, and he
drow himsaelf together as if forong doaperate

spring, for one moment ho heitated, thon [ EOP:

prodence prevalled over rashmess snd he oon.
tanted hlmsolf with reaching up to her and
trying 1o tako hor band, Sba bold 1t down pro-
vokiogly noar bim and ho gelzed thes plumd
11ttlo palm In hils and gently squoezsd it, THe
pressure was roturnod ; he conld swearlt was,
and he ratsod himsolf yot 8 liggio higher that ho
might prows tho datuty little Avgers to his lps;
his hoad was thrown back and his gaxe fixed
on the radiant face which glowed logs than te0
fool abovo Him; oud more ¢fort and he conid
roach hor hand; his throat was swolling with tho
strain of stretching 0 much, but wilh & strong
efibrt o raisod himsslf a couple of inches, his
Ups waero pressed to hor fAngers, hewas drinking

in gwoet dravghts of laving ogngend from hor.

eycs whon—s orack” wens that falthlssy collar
buiton, his “butterfly” fell to tho eatth, taih
onds of his collar staried tp under hig exrx, and
:; gﬁppod to thogroand thomughly dishrarian.

gg: m, vhon;igd m;:knowﬂ-emhmmmg
L ApPpo to bim, was garprised a!

his letilng go of har hand go suddonly. but ahe
sald s 850 was fust baginning to randem.
bar that (¢ was Dot sury proper $0 Ravs 3 Yonng.
mwan stahding unde? tL§ window Xissleg her
band, hnd that somo ot the neighbors xight sed
18 and roport the inct to her mothor, go xhasald

“Gua, '8 0o uge my Xoeping Fou mianding
thero, you can't go? lo, thata avident, and it is
after nine now and Chioo might camo back at
any minute, 20 I had better ssy good night. X
shall bo golng to achod] ox Munday, and, U sou
lixe, I will meet youaf. v schoot s over, attho
old pince, and wo will go to Alexnudor's and
have somo cream.”

Of oourse Mr. Fowler conld mako no ros-
ponse to this but ¢ yes 7 ho had not
onongh now to add «4ariing,” his two misfortunes
ooming on so suddenly on him had rathor Qls-
piritod him, and he climbed over tho fonco-—ho
@id not dare to jump this timo—in arathe: lazy,
caroless manner, Ho stood for o moment sadly
on tho sldewalk, half-lrresoluts which wag to
turn, and then foll on his car o soft, Kivery
volce, saylng gontly ¢

& Good-byo until Monday, Gus doar,”

How sweetly that word of endearraont slippod
from her ruby lps, and how dolightful it
sounded to tho onchantod Mr. Fowler; his
heart gavoe o groat bound and ho very noarly
scalod tho fonce and made a jamp at tho wine
dow to staal akiss from tho swcet ruby fips
which bad uttered that foud word; bat, pro.
dence forbade, and ho merely threw back his
head and kissed his hand to hor, saying gatly;

“Good night, dariing.”

Ab, Inckioss Fowler, his gvil gonins was
pressing him hand to-night, foras ho throw dback
bis huad ths action madoe thoe fooso ond of his
coflgr By up and strike him in tho eyo whioh
coused him to Lirn woecping AwWay.
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Ar, Fowlor wondsd his way slowly and sadly
down 8t. Dominiquo streot; ho choso the dark-
cor and Joast frequontod sido of tho sirget—
altho' both sldes aro dark osnough, for that
matier—~and kopl wollin thoshado of tho houses

Wwith hils coat sollar pulled up about bisthroat,
Ho walked pensively dovi as far as Oralg
stroot and took o short ont across thy Shampde
Mars utoering ns directly as pomhlo for the
Richellou Hotel.  Arrived thoro ho ¢nifstsd tho
good scrvices of tho urbano bankeor, Iatuore,
and with his ald aod assistanco got hlmself
protty scouroly pinned up-—~two plins, srossiso,
{n tho brages this time, .
Thon Mr. Fowler thought ho Wwould tuko o
drink; having taken it, ho concluded ho wantod
o amoko, took a olgnr and sat down to onjoy it;
aftor o lttlo white ho concluded be would tyko
another drinke and 4id a0, ~
I am afrald AMr. Fowlops disturbed and
unocasy stato of mind hind rather intarfered with
his usual steady and sobor habits, for, on tho
ontranco of somo aoquaintances ho tosistod
upon standing drinks rvund on tho ground that
ho was ©juy going to have ong,”  Aftor that
ong othors followed, nid whon My, Fowler loft,
in company with his friends, about ten o'clock,
ho was very doubtful whother theto wos ounly
ono BL. Vincent atrcot for him to_iwalk up or
two; if ho skLut ong cye and took &'good &GuATe
look he could only 8oo ono; but, overy time hp
looked xrlth botheyes ha oonld 860 Lwo, andono
of thom soomrad to bo perforining o glow waltz
around tho other; whicl waAs moving and
which was stawding still e conld notquitd de-
tormine, any moro than ho conld mailo up his
ming which was tho nearest way homo for him
to take, thoono that mavod of thoono that
8t00d still -
4t was vory pusrling to sotilo thia quastion,
and Nr, Fowler leanod up against tho houss so
that he might thiok abost it at his lalstre:
what botboered hira most was whon ho shutthe
loft oyo sud saw oho street standing siill, 1t
wauld begla to move as x00n 68 he operied tho
xight oyo; but $fhe lovkod withi.the right tye
bo oould sece a stationary strpet which imme.
diatoly began moving wuén hie opaned the laft
eyo; that was what heoould not geltl {0 his
satiafaction, whothor iLwwas tho streot-ho zaw
with lis right eya that was moving, orwhether
it was the ono hs saw with his loft, and 80 bo
leaned againat the wall to think abovt . -

Ho wns no!, bowovoer, penaitiod to remsin
thero lusg for, ono of his comparions who was
sobor, took him by the arm and mited him

#Coana on, Gus, old boy,” hosald. #X had no
4flea yon were so bad b this,”

«Tahall rits,” ropliqqd Mr. Fowlor, “I'm »or-
fly gobcr; on' I cowndt tell svhich strood to

#What on earth have yor boen drinking to
get you so tight insuch a butry., I noversiw
you 60 bpforo. What did you dtinje?”

» Bracces,” replicd AMr., Fowler, sontentioualy.

' What 7 .

« An’ collar but'n.”

# 1 think you mast bo golpg maqd,” repl.ed his
ocompanion. # Here boys,” totho othoryweall o
cab andlot us tako him home.”

A cob was speedlly Lrought and Mr, Fowlor
and his companions gat tn.  Mr. Fowier recavs
crod quito as rapldly as he had deen attackod.
His drunkennoss scempl to Do of-45at ovanocs.
ocont kind wwhich will prostrals -4 man
for & fow winnios, but rapitly pesses away. By
tho time tho cab raached Placo DPArmes Hillhio
was more then half-sober, aud protested mguinst
going homo tn such plausibloterms that hiscom.
panions, thinzing ho was all right agreed to his
sroposal to go down to Froemanw’s «nd haye
8scmo oystors, . -

After oysters—and a fow ylaskey of a’elfand.
alf” to preveat tho oystgrs dissgreoclng with
them--8 gamo of billlanls was proposed sud
tho four adjouned to Jhadwick’s whore they
©ot & privale room-and anjoyed agnies gume for
about an hour,

It must not be suppotod that these games

wrars piayeddry : on fhe ¢cantrary thoy Jore wot

games, that Is to say the 103018 of oxch game
had to pay for drinks, thore were not.many
drinks, becauso tHero wore ROt Meny gaross
but, Mr. Fowlor condtlyed & paxiionsty dosiro
for brandy oock-tails, and not coutent with ths
rogular drinks on ¢nob game indulged {nseveinl
sdrinks betweon drinks,” which tonded (o
maXko his playing rather peculiar.

Wond-rful dliliardsdid My. Fowler play, and
marvellous wero the shots he made. The prin.
cipal dificulty’ seemed 10 bo that hp saw Loo
many balis on the tabio; bo novor saw foss
than soven or cight, unless he shut onoeys azd
then ho InvariaLly missed, and tho oxtrnor.
dinary mannor a1 which the balls mannzwd ¢ tun
avout tho tablo withont hitting each othor
greztly surprisod him. 81l ho was not dis.

v and, althe’ ho soldom mado a shot,
and raroly struck anything but the cashion, ho
wos hopeful and confident to the last, aad fett
fully porsuaded that when o ¢ gol his bang tn”
he could do wonders,

But altho’ ho coald do bothing with tha.bolls
ho did wondere with tho chalk, overy timo ho
misscd a stroke howchatkod his cuo, nut contont
with chalking tho tip ho coverod it hatl way
op its longth with o thick ©oat of chialk; ho
chalked b9 butt; ho chalked his hand clear up
to his wrist; ho chalked tho cashioh evory timo
Lo had to rost his hand onit; bochalked tho
Yridge whonover hio uad to u36 it; bo chaikod
his trowsers and hls nose, and oioe, 10 » AL of
partial abstraction, ho moditatively hognn
ochalking his bend until ho bad inteoduced o
largo promature patoh of grey halrs,

8tlll he wasn't drunk. Ch, dearno?! Hosafd
ho waan’t, and ho ought to know. ¥e Xopt his
logs woll, howover, walkoed about &1} right, and
tatked paotty seasonably; Lis facs whs vory
much dushod, and hig ¢yes looked ‘as 1f Lthey

had beon boiled and hud ndt gt {lorcognly
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