
TIIINQS USEFUL AND AGREEABIR.

How oftcn the phantoms of joy regale us, and dance before ito,,-golden.
ivinged, angei-faced, hieart-warming,,-and make an Elysium in wvhich the
dreamning soul bathes and feels translated to another existence, and tiien
Budden as night or a cloud-a word, a step, a thought, a memory will chare
tliemn away.

Log1a is tratismitted in ail directions in straight; Unes, and traverses about
192,500 miles in a second of time. The color of bodies ie due to the ab-
sorption of light. A body that absorbs ail the rays ivili appear black, ivhile
one that reflects themn ivili seem white ; but some substances absorb saine of
the raye and reflect others. A yelloiv surface refleets the yellow rays, and
absorba the others ; a blue surface refleets the blue ; a -carlet surface ab-
sorbs ail the raya except the rcd. Light is the cause of color in animais,
plants, and minerais ; but what becomes of the light that is absorbed by
bodies is not knovn : it may possibly be latent or hidden, the came as color
or heat, and enter into combination ivith them ; for it je evident that iight
may be extracted from. sore bodies wathout any change being produced, as
in pyrophori, or substances which absorb light, and emnit it again ishen
carried back into a datk place.

The yearly incoine of one firmn in San F rancisco, arising from, ground-
rente alone, is the large suma of $250),000. In no part of the wvorld can a
better position be fuund for witnessing what effeet the Il infernal thirst for
gold " has upun poor humanity, than in this city. Fine specimens of ou r
kind may every day be ceen, fretting themseives to dcath ta add ta their stock
of yelloiw metal, ivhich je as muech neaded to further th-ýir happiness, or add
to their comrort, as water would be ta make a fire burn,-just as if people
%ver e born for rio other purpose tha:i to makie themselves the meanest slaves
in striving, to possese quantities of gold, ivhich, ivhen got, appear to cost
more anxiety to iep, than it did ta amass it.- -Extract frarn a Letcr ivrit.
£en in California.

Ca.sco Bay.-Few sheets of waler compare for tomantie and bcautiful
scenery with Casco Bay, an arm, of which makes the harbor of Portland. Its
surface ie broken up ivitli more titan tiiree hundred islands, scccttcrcd irrc«u-
iarly, so as ta presvnt to the tourist who may be drifting over its summier
ivave, an ever varyingc series of cnchanting views. Nowv hie boat glides
sarely along- under corne rocky shore, so near that one may seize the doivn-
stooping forest branches and swing himself upon thejutting, points,-anon
sorne tranquil inlet opens, reyealing, the fishierman's snug cottage, ivith uts
grassy siope, fruit trees, and sbeltcring ivood in the rear, and his trimiy
painted skiff curtseying in the waves in some protectirg nook. Agair the
scene assumes m>)re vyild and primitive features, craggy ledges, gruivni gray
in apposing te grale and billow; bold promontories surrnounted by trees of
gigantie proportions, above which, high in the blue empyrean, perchance sails
the bold eagle ; long reaches of glimmering sand-beach, upon tvhieh, the
weary waveg, journeying in from the broad cea, throw themnselvee as if glad
to find a resting place ; and then there are foreet, embowered coves, and
grassy openings. In short, the adventurer may sail on for dayis amidst ever
varying, but ahvays interesting scornes.


