
324 7WE PRES/P YflU-'IAN COLLE GE JOURNAL.

whleîi w'iekedness prevailed upuin the eartli, Hie elemen.ts were tlîrovi iit 0
disorder.

Virtue ivas eîujoined by refeonce to the faeL Huit tlie liî'es of niel lire
open to the view of the spirits. 'lhtus ini one place we rend, Il Wluen youl
are in friendly intercourse with suiperior mnen, yuii takie care tluat your Colin-
teîînnce is liarnionious and mild, anîd lire anxions itut tu (lu anlytlliln that is
wvrong. When you are iniyour chaunber you ouglit to be oqîîlly free froil
wrong, in the presence of the lighit whielh shines i,îto, it. Do not say, 'fTh
place is not public: no one caii see nie liere.* T1he appruaches of spiritual1
beings caniiot be foreseen. ; but ai the less should tlîey be sliglited.' Ili
aniother place wve rend: "Let me be reverent !Let me be reverent. Thew
îvay of hieaven is evident, and its appointmient is flot ensily averted. Let
une îlot say thiat îL is higl above me. IL aseends and descends about unir
doing's. It .taily inspeets uis wlîerever we are."

Tlhe tliought of immortality, or lit toast of a life after ibis, Nvas simpiy
anid strongly lield. More thail amioiiug nost nations tiîat liave renchied ;su
higli a degree of civilization, there renîained, auîiong the Chinese, habits of
thouglit that niay be traced back to the Iower hile of tie savage. 'f le Chii-
nese notion of the ncxt life -%vas of this primitive kind. According, to thv
situation upon the earth ivas the situation in the next worhd. The ruler
wvas a ruler still. The sanie counisellors were about limii thiat fornied hisî
court upon the carth.

Iii the thougit, of the future life there Nvas no play of the imagination.
Tiiere ivas the sim pie recognition of the faet ais it lias just beeîî stated. The
tlîoughlt of the continued existence of the ancestors had, lilce tlîat of otlu'r
-pirits, a grreat moral influeiice. If a mn honored ]lis aîîcestors, and if ini
other respects lie lived uprighltly, thiei tliey wvouId favor and protect Iiiti.
Iiy negyleet of tliese duties lie ivouid ]ose their protection.

'Ihere is nio reference to any punlisinent iii the îîext w~orid. wluat bv-
came of the wicked wve are not told.

The mnrality tlîus enforced hald ini iL littie that wvas pectiliar. 'fle virtiues
thalt we conunioiily recogniize as su cli, ivere enjuined. If there wvas a special
empliasis 0on any onie iL was perhaps on reverence anud obedieîîce ; thoughli
0on the otiier liaund, as the referenee mvas very largely to rulers, the dluties (if
tie governor to thc governied wvere largely dwelt upoîî.

This is substantially the religion iuîto whlui Confucius was borui ili the
yezzr 551 B. C. 'Already, however, it had lost sornethinig of iLs vividims-.
'Plie grpat ruler wvas nio longer quite so distinctly persomal as ini the carlier
days. Confucius appears to have becîx lîinseif tlîoroughly religionis, but
religrion entered very littie itîto lus teacigc. Ilc iiusist.ed oni the observance
0f the religious cereinonies, as well as ail the numherless other rules of pro-
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