HOME AND SCHOOL.

A Bong of the Blossoms.

BrowN, and gnarled, and weather:beaten,
8ad as though no joy could swevian
Their forlorn and bare existence, stood the
trees in winter-time ;
Now they manifest awaking,
All their hidden uplendourgbrenking
Into snowy drifts of blossom, filled with
fmff;mnce in their prime ;
Every flower sweet arbour making
For the birds that round it climb,

Such prophetic beauty settles
On their diverse silken petals,
Whiteness as of starry jasraine, or of lilies
opened wide ;
Softly tinged with carmine flushes,
Fair as the unconscious blushes
Of June roses, or the colours that in little
cheeks abide
‘When the twilight angel hushes
Them to rest at eventide !

So, rich blossom and fruition,
Hi{i":;om our slow recognition,
In thodmarred and leaflesr branches of God's
human trees may wait
Till His spring shall end their sighing,
And His toucg upon them lying
8hall unfold their beauty hidden iz the winter
. desolate—
Where the flowers bloomn on undying,
And the crocked things are straight.

—Sunday Magazine,

OUR PERIODICALS.

FER YEAR—POSTAGR FRER.

Christian Guardian, woekly ...oc.o soeveaisee
Methodist Magasine, 96 pp, munthly, illustrated
Magasine and G 1an, LOROLROT ... .veuerues
The Wealeyan, Halifax, woekly....c.ccoivvunse
Sunday-Sol ool Baouner, 32 pp. 8vo,, monthly
Under 8 copies, 66c.; over 6 copies.,......
Canadian Scholar'sQuarterly.... . ..........
Quarterly Review Service. By the year, Sic. &
dosen ; §2 per 100 ; per quarter, Gc, & dosen;
we.:orhundr-d.
Home School, 8 pp. ¢to, ssmi-monthly,
single coples.. . ..ciecivinnaieits ceiiee
Less than %0 copies
Over %0 coples.......canen e
Qver 500 copies «...iovv0s sese
Ploasant Hours, 8 pp, #to., ssmi-monthly, single
Less than %0 copies ...
Over 29 copies. . ....
Over 00 00pIes . ..veevueierarroncoss
Berean Leaves, monthly, 100 coples per month,
lnnhom-ﬂaal-mond!l’y—wm less than 20
COPIeS...ioeonnt creees

Address:

co muell
282 83sEs

e onecoso ceeco
> 2LRRT BRRY

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
Methodist Book and Publishing House,
78 & %0 King Street Emt, Toronto.

8. F. KUESTIS,
l Methodist Book Room
Halitax,

C. W, COATES,
8 Bleury Hireet,
Mon!

gumt & School:

Rev. W. H. WITHROW, D.D. - Editor.

TORONTO, OCTOBER 27, 1883.

Tae Union General Conference at
Belleville.

WE take from the Canada Ciiristian
Advocate, organ of the MNciihodist
Episcopa! Church, the following edi-
torial. —Ep.]

This is, perhaps, the most remark-
able meeting of Methodist ministers
ever held in Canads. Remarkable for
its numbers, the object for which it
assembled, and the spirit of comcord
and harmony, which, to such an extra-
ordinury extent, marked the entire
proceedings.  This meeting of the
ministers of four distinot Methodist
Churoches, brought together under cir-
cumstanoces 80 peculiar, and exch moved,
upparently, by the same spirit, is one
of the strongest proofs of the exteut
snd strength of the Union spirit which
now prevails. The dignity, sublimity,
and cordiality of the Conference im-

ressed all who attended it very deeply.
ﬁ "th“ck ;:l:ly lndtthem vﬂrym.

venems, . i
which has existed 90 long among thowe
mﬁo& the ssveral bramches of the
M ism of Canads, it just seems

impossible to account for the marvellous
wpirit of Christian charity and brotherly
love which was shown during the
meeting by all without recognizing the
presence and Spirit of Christ. 1t was
hardly possible to suppress during the
progrees of the meeting, the exclama-
tion of the Psalmist, which would in-
voluntary rush into one’s mind, ¢ This
is the Lord’s doing ; it is marvellous in
our eyes.”

There seemed to be, un the part of
the meveral delegations, an utter aban-
donment of all desire to press their
pecvliar views regarding any matter
upon others. The utmost deference
was paid to each by the others, and
thus the best .f feeling was preserved.
The ministers of the Methodist Church
of Canada, though outnumbering by
far all the other delegations put to-
gether, and consequently were able, if
so disposed, to have everything thejr
own way, showed such a cheerful defer-
enoe for the views and wishes of others,
and exhihited auch a nobleness of
spirit daring the progress of the dis-
cussions as to cowpletely disarm all
suspicion and charm all hearts. They
certainly manifested & spirit of mag-
nanimity highly commendable, and
which proved the genuineness of their
Union professions, This was abun-
dantly showa in the election of the
necessary officers for the new Church.

The machinery of the new ¢ Metho-
dist Church,” though arranged with
great care and, perhaps, as perfect as
is possible to make it just now, will
not be put into practical operation
until the Dominion Parlisment shall
have legalized what has been dome.
The Conference has, therefore, decided
that the lat of July, 1834, shall be the
day on which the new Church shall
begin its legal existence, Dominion
Day will, therefore, hereafter have a
double mesning to Methodists in
Canads, and they will doubtless prove
us loyul to the one as the other. We
trust, now, the churches will rest
throughout all our borders.

Methodist Union in Now Zealand.

WaiLe the union movement has
been growing steadily im Canada until
now it is nearly cohsummated, the
gratifying announcement was made by
Dr. Dewart in the Conference recently
that a similar movement has been on
foot for sowe time in New Zealand,
and that he had just received the

basis of union between the Wes-
eyans, the Primitive Methodists, the

United Methodist Free Churches, and | .

the Bible Christians, under the title of
“The Methodist Church of New Zea-
Jand.” The united body will have
512 chuiches, 9,092 members, 120
ministers, 500 local preachers, 21,823
Bunday-achool scholars, 46,571 ad-
herents, as per census of 1881, and an
approximate value in connexional pro-
Tty of $1,032,000, The friends of
ethodist union in the country will
be giad to learn that a similar move-
ment is on foot at the Autipodes,
-
Opinions of the Prees on Methodist
Uaion.

Tuz opinions of the leading papers
of Canada have all bminhgylym-
gthy with the recent unifioation of

anadian Methodism. We have plea-
sure in giving, as an example of this,
the following extract from the Montreal
Hrald :—

We congratulate the Methodiasts of
Canada on the consummation of the

union of the four Churches into which
they have hitherto been divided into
one strong and united Church. Buch
& union is eminently fitting at this
time when there is & disposition in the
Christian world to sink minor differ-
ences, and there cannot be & doubt
that it will heve the happiest results
not only in the Methodist Church
itself, but in all other Protestant
Churches in Canada. The united
Mothodfst Church will now be the
most powerful Protestant Church in
Canada, taking the place held until
now by the Presbyterian Church in
Canada. Acoording to the census of
1881 the adherents of the Methodist
Churches now vzited were as follows :—

Methodist Church of Canada....082, 993

Eplsco al Methodist .......... 103,272
Bible Christians .............. 27,236
Primitive Methodists .... ..... 26,680

Total .ovvivivrinans ,739,1561

The Protestant demomination next
in numbers is the Presbyterian Church
in Canada with 629,280 adherents, the
Church of England coming next with
574,818 adherents. The union will
not much affect the Methodist Churches
in Qnebec, where the Methodist Church
of Canada had 38,026 adherents, and
the other three bodies now united with
it only 1,128 combined. The same
state of affairs existed in all the other
Provinces except Ontario and Prince
Edward Island, in the latter of which
the Bible Christiana were pretty
numerous. The great strength of the
three bodies now united with the
Methodist Church of Canada was,
however, in Ontario, where the relative
proportions of the four bodies was as
follows in 1881 :—

Methodist Church of Canada....436,987

Episcopal Methedist .......... 01,505
Bible Christians .............. 23,72¢
Primitive Methodists .......... 26,565

Total........oovnvns 587,775

It may interest our readers to ob-
serve how the united Methodist
Church will stand in the several Pro-
vinces as compared with the Presby-
terian Church in Canada and the
Church of England. A compurison is
furnished in the following table, com-
piled from the census :—

United
Methodist
Charch
Presbyterian
Church
in Canada.
England.

Prince Ed. Island ..

i Church of

18,476 29,304,

'

7,19

Nova Scotia ...... 50,800, 94,780' 60,255
New Brunswick ....| 34,606, 39,102 46,768
Quebec............ 39,124| 45,650 68,707
Ontario .......... 587,776/402,573'366,539
Manitoba.......... 9,470| 13,9284 14,297
British Columbia. 8,611) 3,488 7,804
N. W, Territories 459‘ 475, 3,166

Total........ 739,1511629,280;674,818

Special Luther Number of
¢ Pleasant Hours.”

Ox the tenth day of November all
Protestant Chrisendom oelebrates the
four hundredth anniversary of the birth
of Martin Luther, the father of the
Protestant Reformation. We purposs
joining in that ocelebration by a apecial
Luth;u'.numbcr of Pleasant Hours,
con s sketch of the great
Reformer's life and works, a

on
the ts of Luther, an np::ncr-
ous Ln engravi We will print

a large edition of this number, and

will send copies to any address at one
dollar per hundred. We hope that
every scholar in all our schools will
bave a copy. Send orders at once to
Rev. Wm, Briggs, Toronto.

Book Notices.

Seientific  Sophisma. By Sawug,
WainwrigHT, D.D. Published in
Funk & Wagnally' Standard Library,
No. 97. Price 25 cents, Rov,
William Briggs, Agent for Canada.

“ Prove all things; hold fast that
whioch is good.” Thin rule Dr. Wain.
wright has followed in presenting a
thorough review of the prevailing
theories of Natural Science. He has
submitted to searching oriticism the
views of Darwin, Huxley, Tyndall,
and others on the subjects of Evolu.
tion, Transmutation, Spontaneous Gen-
eration, etc., and has ably shown the
fallacies involved in their deductions,
Although dealing with difficult scien-
tific problems, the book is written in a
clear and simple style, attractive to
every intelligent mind. It is well
calculated to remove sceptical doubts,
and to confirm the old belief that  He
that built all things is God.”

— e ————————

Axoxe the Fall announcements of
Messrs. Funk & Wagnalls are the
following :—

Traps for the Young. By ANTHONY
Cousrock, of the Bociety for the Sup-,
pression of Vice in New York, author
of “ Frauds Exposed,” etc. A new,
thrilling, but prudent description of
the author’s adventures with crime, |
and in bringing the victims to justice.
A startling book for parents and the
young, divested of all improper lan-
guage or representations. 12mo, cloth.
Price $1.00. Ready November 1. !

Biblical Lights and Side-Lights ; or, |
Ten Thousand Biblical Illustrations,
with Thirty Thousand Cross References,
consisting of Facts, Incidents, and
Remarkable Statements for the vse of
Public Speakers and Teachers; and
also for those in every Profession, who,
for illustrative purposes, desire ready
access to the numerous and interesting
narratives contained in the Bible. By
Rev. Crarnzs  LitrL. 8vo, cloth.
Price $4.00, Ready October 15.

Acts of the Apostles, from the Ascen:

sion of Christ to the Withdrawal of ||

|
Apostolic Life as Revealed in tl:el

Peter. By Josgpu Parxer, D.D.
8vo, cloth.
November 1,

Price $1.50. Ready

By-Ways of Literature. An ani-
mated and scholarly Review of some
historical aspeots of Monlg,'EducatiOﬂy
and Language in England and America.
By Davip H, WagrLer, LL.D., Pre
sident of Allegheny Oollege. 12mo,
paper, 25 cents; cloth, $1.00. No¥
ready.

lTlustrations and Meditations ; o
Flowers from a Puritan’s Garder
Figures and Illustrations from the
writings of THouMAs MaxTon, collected.

and commented upon by

Rev. Crarizs H. Spurcron. 12mo
paper, 25 oents; cloth, $1.00. N°"|
|

All the above will be on sale st the
Mothodist Book Rooms at Toronto,
Montreal, and Halifax. I
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