Day Dreams,

Winee che slighted gramm o nnopened lay
Phe ittle mand dicaed of o terey ehie,
A magre thiead thot Jed far and avay
The decp, tapcdol maze of the forest
throngh -

OL ' Tk there were things to de to-day,
Queer vuddles to colve, great prizes to gain,
Enchantmenty to break, magisans to <lay,
And that 1, & queen, on a throne might
rolgt !

““But the puzzles arv lost, the queens are

dead,
And there™s nothing to do,” she sighed and
said.

A little lad leaned on his hoe In the morn,
And longed tor o horse and a burnished
shueld,
To ride avay from the pumpkins and corn,
T'o the towney's lists on iha tented field 1

“Oht ®wish there were things to do to.day,
Gieat dragons to kill and battles to fight ;
I would breck a lanco in the fiercest fray,
I would fling a glove at the proudest
knight,

* But honour is lost, and glory has fled,
And there’s nothing to do,” he sighed and
said.

And the poor little maiden never know
That knowledge was ready to crown her
gqueen, ’
And the clue that led this labyrinth through
Lay hidden the leaves of hor book between.

And the little lad naver even guessed
‘'hat tho diagon Sloth conquered hin that
day,
While hie lightly dreamod of some idle quest,
And his unused hoe in the young corn lay.

But honour and fame passed the dreamers by,
And orowned brave T'oil, who found no time
to aigh, '

How Shall We Divide?

It is & vather difficult problem to
divide one orange among three people.
I am inclined to think that the little
girl will get the largest share. I want
to call attention to the admirable
quality of the engravings that are
being given in our Sabbath-school
papers. How well the dark eyes and
rounded cheeks, and the very texture
of the large white sleeves of these
Italian dresses are given |

A Russian Railway Station.

Tug following description of a rail-
way station in the Ural Mquntains,
is taken from George Kennan'’s illus-
trated account of his trip across the
Russian frontier, in the May Century.
1t will be read with surprise and pecu-
liar interest by many in America, the
railway country :—

“We were greatly surprised to find
in this wild mining country of the
Ural, and on the very remotest fron-
tier of Kuropean Russin, a railroad so
well built, perfectly equipped, and
luxuriously appointed, as the road over
which we were travellihg from Perm
to Lkaterineburg. The stations were
the very best we had seen in Russin ;
the road-bed was solid, and well bal-
lasted ; the rolling-stock would not
have suffered in comparison with that
of tho hest lines in the empire; and
the whole railroad property seemed to
be in the most perfect possible order,

HOI1lE AND SCHOOL.

*Unusual attention evidently had
been paid to the ornaumentatiov of the
grounds Iying wdjacent to tl v stations
and the track.  Fven the verst-posts
wera set in neatly-fitted mosaics, threo
or four feet in diameter, of coloured
Ural stones,

“The station of Nishni Tagil, on
the Asiatic slope of tho mountains,
where we stopped  half-an-hour  for
dinner, would have been in the high-
est degree creditable to the best rail-
voad in the United States. The swh-
stantial station-building, which was a
hundred feot or more in length, with
n covered platform, twenty feet wide,
extending along the whole front, was
tastefully pamnted in shades of brown,
and had o red sheetdron roof. It
stood in the middle of a large, avtisti-
cally planned park or garden, whose
smooth, velvety green sward was
broken by beds of blossoming flowers,
and shaded by the feathery folinge of
graceful white-stemmed birches ; whose
winding walks were bordered by neatly
trimmed hedges; and whose air was
filled with the perfume of wild roses
and the murmuring plash of falling
water from the slender jet of a spark-
ling fountain,

“The dining-room of the station
had a floor of polished oak inlaid in
geometrical patterns, a high dado of
dark carved wood, walls covered with
oak-grain paper, and a stucco cornice
in relief. Down the centre of the
room ran a long dining-tuble, beauti-
fully set with tasteful china, snowy
napking, high glass epergnes, and
crystal candelabra, and ornamented
with potted plants, little cedartrees
in green tubs, bouquets of cut flowers,
artistic pyramids of polished wine,
bottles, druggists’ jars of coloured
water, and an aquarium full of figh-
plants, and artificial rockwork.

“The chairs around the table were
of dark hard wood, elaborately turned
and carved. At one end of the room
was a costly clock, as large as an
American jeweller's “regulator,” and
at the other end stood a huge bronzed
oven, by which the apartment was
warmed in winter.

“The waiters were all in evening
dress, with low-cut waistcoats, spotless
shirt fronts, and white ties; and the
cooks, who filled the waiters’ orders as
in an English grill-room, were dressed
from head to foot in white linen, and
wore square white caps,

“It is not an exaggeration to say
that this was one of the neatest, most
tastefully furnished, and most attrac-
tive public dining-rooms that I ever
entered in any part of the world ; and
as I sat there, eating a well-cooked
and well-served dinner of four courses,
1 found it utterly impossible to realizo
that I was in the unheard-of-mining
settlement of Nizhni Tagil, on the
Asiatic side of the mountains of the
Ueal.  This, however, was our lnst
glimpse of civilized luxury for many
long, weary months, and after that
day we did not sce a rallway station

for almost & year,” -

Make Your Daughters inde-
pendent,

frroM an “Open Letter,” in 7%
Century, for May, wo quote ns follows
“ Would it not be wiser far to induce
young girls in thousands of happy,
prosperous homes, to make nmple pro-
vision for any and all omergencies
that the future may have in store for
them? Could a better use be found
for some of tho years that intervono
between tho time a girl leaves school
and the time she may reasonably hope
to marry ¥

“The field for woman's work has
been opened up of late years in so
many different directions, that a vocn
tion can easily be found, outside the
profession of teaching, that will be
quite as congenial to refined tastes,
and considerably more lucrative
Book-keeping, type-writing, telegra-
phy, stenography, engraving, dentistry,
medicine, nursing, and a dozen other
occupations might be mentioned,

“Then, too, industrinl schools might
be estublished, where the daughters of
wealthy pavents could bo trained in
the practical details of any particular
industry for which they displayed n
special aptitude. If it is not beneath
the sons and daughters of a monavch
to learn a trade, it ought not to be
beneath the sons and daughtors of
republican America to emulato their
good example, povided they possess
the requisite ability to do so.

“Two years will suflico to make any
bright, quick girl conversant with all
the mysteries of the art of house-
keeping, especially if sho be wise
enough to study the art practically a«
well as theoretically. The manage-
ment of servants, and the care of the
sick and children, will be incidentally
lenrned in most homes, and can be
supplemented by a wmore extended
study of physiology, hygieno, ete.,
than was possible at school. Sewing
need uot be neglected cither; whils
leisure will readily bo found for reud.
ing, or any other recreation that may
suit individual tastes, Another yeur,
or longer, may bo added to the time
devoted to these pursuits, if desired.
But, above all, let two or threo yours
be conscientiously set spart for the
express purpose of acquiring n thor-
ough experimental knowledge of some
art or vocation which would render
its possessor self-supporting, and, con-
sequently, independent,

“If the tide of public opinion favor-
ing such a course would but sot in,
many u, one would be spnied untold
suffering and misery in after-life, Lt
the rich set the examplo in this mat-
ter. They can ufford to do whatever
pleases them, and, therofore, have it
in their power to mould public opinion,
Be not afruid, girls, that you will find
your self-imposed task irksome., Re-
member that occupation is necessm y
to happiness, and that there is no
reason why you should not dream
while you work,

“The ory will br raised that there

is danger that such & plan as the o,
advoeated here will tend to BIve g
a distaste for the quict vetivcinen, o
home, but thore is little eause 4y,
fear, Not one girl in twenty il
voluntarily choose 0 business e "
proforenco  to  domestic happi. s,
Indeed, it is absolutely certain t,u
happy marriages would ho promots d
by this very independenco mmong we
men, Mot being at loisure to nujee
overy passin 7 ey, givls would el
to wait patiently until the light of
true love eame into their lives.”

Fishing for an Alligator.,

AN nlligator w "y avoids huwan
beings, but if it Fappens to get a tate
of homan tlesh (o becomes o man.
cater.  One evening an English official,
while sitting in Jis tent near an Euut
Indian village, was snluted by an old
native, with dust upon his head and
his elothing rent,

“Protector of the poor,” he cried,
prostrating himself at thoe officials
feet, “help thy wretehied sluve! An
ovil-minded alligator has thns day de-
voured my littlo daughter. She went
down to the river to fill her earthen
Jjar with wator, and the evil one drag-
ged her into the strenm, and devoured
hor. Alus! she had on her gold ban-
gles, Qreat is my misfortune 1”

Dismissing the suppliant, the Ling-
lishinan began thinking out a plan for
catehing the gunning saurinn,  He de-
cided upon a flonting bait, and ordered
the village blacksmith to make hiw
twn strong fish-hooks.

Eurly the next morning the English-
u, followed by the villagers, stole
down Lo the bank of the river, A live
fut duck, with n fish-hook fastened
under each wing, was the flonting bait.
Each hook was attached by o strong
cord to a stout line, buoyed at regular
distunces by net lonts,

The struggling duck was carefully
put in the river, and went sailing
down the current, Bapping and quack-
ing, until it Hoated near the hele in
which the alligntor Jurked.

Suddenly the long waves parted in
the dark current before a snouted head.
There was a splash and w swirl, The
duck disappeared, and the line began
to run out swiftly. Its shore end had
been fastened to a tree-stump, and,
amid yells and execrations, the villa-
gers tugged at the rope—now paying
out and then pulling in.

At last ho was drawn iuto shallow
water, where he lashed and ecircled
with his mighty tail, until shot in the
head. On cutting him open the gold
hangles were found in his stomach,
and their recovery afforded consola-
tion to thio bereaved parents.

A* ¥IVR-YEAR-OLD returned from his
firsb day at school disgusted with the
ignorance of his teacher: « Why,” he
sald,  with  tremendous indignation,
“she kept asgking me questions all the
time. She even asked how much two
and two were” !

-




