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PLEASANT HOURS.

Our Best.
BY ADA W FPRANK.

We sat in the gathering twilight,
At the closo of a short winter's day,
We had laughed and sung and toid

storles,
An tho daylight had {aded away.

* Tell us ono moro story. dear auntle,”
Begged Mary, tho pot of thom all,

“ We will be so good and s8> quiet,—
Hurry, quick, befoso mammg shall call.”’

8o I told them the tale of the hero,
Who from out Lake Michigan's wave,

Had saved near a score of his feliows
From the fate of a watery grave.

And whon hls strength was cxhausted,
Kind hands raised Iim up a8 one
dend;
With the spark of life yet remalining—
“Did I do my best ?"* he sald.

A deep stlence folluwed my story,
Then the chiidren all ran out to tea,

save Mary, who singered a mument—
" My best,—1 prumive,” sald she.

‘Twas a morning In early summer,
When tho cry of “ Fire! rent the air,
**Tis the schoolhouso! O God, save the
children 1"
Shrieked tho mothers, near crazed with
despair,

At last in my arms they placed Mary,
B0 burred and mangled and sore,
I just did my best, darling auntle;
Oh, tell me, could I have dune more ?

* 1 did what I could to save her,
That blind little Margaret West;

1 carried”—the swcet voice grew faintor—
‘* Are you suro that I did my best 2"

And I thought of that other Mary,
Whose Iife was a lesson for good;
Whose crown was the words of the
Saviour :
“ For sho hath done what she could.”

THE GOOD SHEPHERD.
BY THE EDITOK.

Over and over again, among the shep-
hords of Palestine, bave I seen striking
tllustrations of the beautiful passages in
Isalah 40. 11, “Ho shall feed his flock
like a shepherd; ho shall gather the
lambs with his arm, and carry them in
his bosom, and shall gently lead those
zhat are with young;” and of Psalm $80. 1,
“Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou
that leadest Joseph like a flock.” 1In
the loose folds of tha abba, or outer gar-
ment, the weak or weary lambs are still
tenderly carried, almost as a mother
wo:ld carry her babe, as shown in our
<

I remember once seceing a shepherd
with seemingly Intense sollcitude count-
dng Lis flock as they were folded by
night. As this i3 not always done, it
would seem that he was fearful that one
of them had gone astray. It brought
vividly to my mind the beautiful pas-
1age, “If a man have an hundred sheep,
and one of them be gone astray, doth
ke not leave the ninety and nlae, and
goeth into the mountains, and seeketh
that which 18 gone astray ?”

- Thel;o were ninety and nine that safely
ay
In the shelter of the fold,
But one was out on the hills away,
Far from the gates of gold—
Away on the mountains wild and bare,
Away from the tender Shepherd’s care,

bl Lordl. thou hast here thy ninety and
nine :
Are they not enough for thee 2*
But the Shepherd mado answer : * This
of mine
Has wandered away from me :
And altho’ the road be rough and steep,
1 8o to tho desert ‘o find my sheep.’”

No words in any iiterature of any land
ars more beautifni and touching than
those in that sweet Hebrew 1dyl of which
tho world will never grow tired, the
twenty-third Psalm. Lisped by the
pallid lps of the dying, throughout the
ages, It has strengthened their hearts gs
they entered the valley of the shadow of
death To it also our Lord lends a
deeper tenderness by the parable of the
Rost Sheep. Small wonder that to the per-
secuted flock of Christ fn every time, to
the Chureh in the Catacombs, to the lit-
tle flock in the midst of ravening wolves,
20 the harried Covenanter, to the muiti-
tude “of whom the world was not worthy,
who wandered #bout in sheepskins and
goatskins, belng destitute, aflicted, tor-
mented,”—small wonder that this was
the favourite 'ype of that unwearsing
Jovae that suught the erring and wander-
tng and brought them to his fold again.

This symbol very happlly sots forth the

. tions of man's relationahip to the Shep-

entirr gcoy .o Christian dottrine. It
illustrates the swect pastoral represeata-

herd of Isracl who leadeth Joseph like a
flock and his individual dependence npon
him who 18 the Shepherd and Bishiop of
all souls. DBut It eapecinlly fllustrates
tho character and office of our lord, and
the many pasaages of Scripture in which
he repregents himself as the Good Shep
herd, who forsook his eternal throne to
seak through the wilderness-world the
lost and wandering sheep, to save whom
he gave his life that ho might bring
them to the evergreen pastures of heaven.

**No animals,” says Dr. Thompscn,
“are more helpless than sheep that have
strayed frcm the flock. They becomn
utterly bewlldered, for sheep are singu.
larly destitute of the bump of locality.
Ihis pecullarity seems tv be Implled in
the confesslon and prayer of the Psalm-
ist. ‘I have gone astray ke a lost
sheep; seck thy servant.’' The strange
expréssilon in Micah 7. 14, ‘‘Feed thy
peuple with thy rod, the flock of thine
heritage,” aliudes to the shepherd’s crook
or staff, which he icvarlably carrfes. It
15 often bent or houked at one end, which
gave rige to the crook or crozler of the
Christian bishop. With this the Shep-
herd guides the flock and defends them

3. Tho Qood Shepherd, v. 11-16.

Time.—Probably A.D. 29.

Place.~—FProbably the immediate vicinity
of Jerusalem.

Rulers.—Herod In  Qaliles, Pllats In
Judea,

Connecting Links.—This parable s
closely connccted with an address on
blindness which Jesus preached after
curing the blind man and warning the
multitude against tho Pharlsces as blind
leaders of the blind.

LESSON HELPS.

1. “ The sheepfold "—~Usually a stone-
walled Inclosure, with a well-roofed pen

at one end, ' A thief’—What we would
call a “sneak thlel'” ' A robbor”—\
brigand.

2. * Entereth in by the door"—The
shepherd must enter the same way as
his flock. * There s not one salvation
for the teacher and anotker for the
taught.,” The soeventh verse tolls us that
Jesus is ‘‘ the door.”

3. “ Calleth 218 own sheep by name *’—
Aslatic sheep readily a&istinguish the
volce of their shepherd, and gsometimes
each sheop has & namo of bis own, and
knows it.

4. " They know his volce”—The true
disciple lives in fcllowship with the Mas-

‘*Re SHALL GATHER THE LaM0s WITH GIS ARM AND UAKRY TEEM IN HIS BOSOM."

from their enemies.
David alludes in the twenty-third Psalm,
*“Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort
me.”

The shepherd in the East is generally ,
the owner, or son of the owner, of the
flock; or it it be the property of some
rich man or village sheikh, he is paid, not
by a day's service, but by a fixed pro-
portion of the produce, that is, the lambs,
the wool and the cheese. The *‘ hire-
ling” is the man who happens to be
hired for fixed wages merely for a day,
who is not interested in the flock, nor
cares to risk his skin for fta defence.
Hence, ‘' the hireling fleeth, because
he is an hireling, and careth not for the
sheap.”—John 10. 13.

It Is to this that |

LESSON NOTES.

——

FIRST QUARTER.
STUDIES IL THE GOSPEL BY JONN.

LESSON XII.—MARCH 19.
CHRIST THE GOOD SHEPHERD.
John 10. 1-16. Memory verses, 14-16.
GOLDEN TEXT.

I am the good shepherd: the good
shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.—
John 10. 11.

vt e

OUTLINE

1. The Sheeptold, v. 1-6.
2. The Door of the Sheep, v. 7-10.

ter and hears hils voice speaking in the

; silences of the soul.

2. * A stranger "—One of the * thieves
and robbers.” “Will flee from him "—
Travellers in the East have often noticed
that when they attempt to call the flock,
using the words of the shepherd, the
sherp will run from them,

6. *“ They * (the Pharisees) * understood
not "—Their notlons of the dignity of
the priests and rabbis and the insigniii-
cance of the common people wera radi-
cally different from the Christian con-
ception of “ pastor” and * flock.”

791 am
cometh to preach any other gospel comes
to rob the sheep of thelr Saviour and
salvation.”

8. “ Before me "—Claiming precedence
In rank or authority over me. * Rob-
bers "—The:Bharisess, who held Jesus In
contempt because he belonged not to
their schools, were brigands, reacy to
raven the flock of Christ.

9. “I am the door "—There Iz no other
door. “ Pasture ”—Food for the spirjtual
nature.

10. The *“ thief” is tho enemy of souls,
whether as the false teacher, the per-
secutor, or the oppuser of the Gospel.

11. * The good shepherd *~Our beauti-
ful and bountiful Care-taker and Pro-
vider.  “ Gjveth his life "—Jesus gacri-
ficed his life by living as really as he dia
by dylng.

12. * He that {s a hireling "—Thls does
not mean, “ he that is hired.” The Bible
tells us that ** the labourer §s worthy of
his Lire.” and it is right and dutitul to
pay wages to the men of God who “ min-

the door "—*" Whosoever )

ister to us In holy things.” *“ A hire.
1ing ” is he that serves for hire merely,
and uses the church to forward his
secular Interests  “ Whose own the
sheep are not’—YWho does not feel a
personal responsibility for tue sheep.
“The wolf "—Any sudden emergency or
danger. * Flesth "—Degerts his sacred
trust,

14, "Know my shecp”—-Know thelir
evory trial, weakness, hnpe, and fear, all
the vicissitudes of thelr oxperience,
* Known of mine "—Trusted in tully.

16. ** Other sheep 1 have "—His sincers
but unsheltcred followars in heathen
lands. “ One fold "—This should read
“one fiock.” All allke must be brpught
into Christian fellowship.

HOME READINGS. -

M. Christ the good Shepherd.—~John 10.
1-10,

Ti. Christ the good Shepherd.—John 10,
11-18.

V. Safety ot the sheep.-~John 10. 18-31.

Th. Hireling shopherds.—Ezek. 84. 1-10.

F. Seceking and feeding.—Ezek, 34, 11-16,

S. Safe folding.—Ezek. 34, 22-31.

Su. My S8hepherd.—Psalm 23,

QUESTIONS FOR HOME STUDY.

1. The Sheeplold, v. 1-6.
Who 1s here called a thief and a rob-
ber ?
Who is the shepherd of the sheep ?
YWho at once know the shepherd ?
Whom does he know by name ? :
Why do the sheep follow the shepherd ?
Whom will they not follow, and why ?
How well was he understood ?
2. The Door of the Shecp, v. 7-10,
Who is the Door of tho sheep ?
What were they who came before him?
\What would they find who entered the
true door ?
3. The Good Shepherd, v. 11-16.
Who {s the Good Shepherd ?
‘Text,
How did ke show that he was such ?
How docs the hireling act when in
danger ?
Why does the hireling fly ?
What knowledge marks the Good Shep-
herd ?
What says Jesus about other sheep ?

Golden

Jesus, In the lesson, tells what he is
like. He is not like a thief, who comes

climbing into the told, but he is the oae
who owns the fold, or the safe place
where the sheep are kept, and when they
go out he goes before, a8 a good shepherd

-YoN\ow We —

would, to lead and to clear the way. The
sheep that belong to the shepherd will
follow him, Jesus says, for they know
his voice. Now, even little lambs can
tell the sHepherd's volce, and ilttle chil-
dren, who are the Saviour's lambs, know
when Le spcaks to them In thelr hearts;
they can tell what Jesus wanis them to
do, and they can fo'low, too, as well as
the sheep, which means the grown-up
people.

We will spell out wh- t our Siiepherd is
like, using the letters in the word for the
beginning of other words, so:

Our Shepherd

S eeks us out,
. Helps us,

E ases us,

P Ities us,

H olds us fast,

E nfolds us,

R estores us,

D {ed for us. -

We never would know the way to the
heavenly fold if Jesus did not geek us
out. We ncver could get there alone,
but he helps us. He is 8o sorry for our
weakness, and pities us s0 when we are
sorry and sinful, or in any need at all,
that surely we know he loves us dearly.
He held us fast. The Shepherd Psalm,
the twenty-third, says. * He restoreth
my soul.,” Then our Shepherd died for
us. **‘The good ghepherd giveth his life
for the sheepn.”

Whnat kind of sheep and lambs does
Jesus do all this %or 2 -

Timid sheep; Yorgetful sheep: weak
sheeps wandering sheen.

Oh, bow good our Shepherd is! We
never cap pay him, but we can pleasp

~

him. So Jet us love, trust, and follow
the Good Shkepherd. ‘



