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Clontributions,

“They Expounded Unto Him
the Way of God More Per-
fectly,"—Acts xvili, 20..

Between Paul’s taking leave of the
Jews in Ephesus and his rewrn to that
city, Apollos, an Alexandrian Jew,
came to Ephesus and began to speak
boldly in the synagogue. This man
was learned, mighty in the Scriptures,
had been instructed in the way of the
Lotd, and being fervent in spitit, he
spake and- taught carc/nlly the things
concerning Jesus, knowing on'* the
baptism of John, viz., ** The baptism of
repentance unto remission of sing.”—
Mark i, 4. But when Priscilla and
Aquila heard him, thef, the fricnds of
Pav), took him unto them and ex.
pounded unto him the way of God
more carefully.  On Paul’s return he
asked certain disciples, ** Did ye receive
the Holy Spirit when ye believed ?”
Who said : * Nay, we did not so much
as hear whether there is a Holy Spirit ”
(sce Revised Version, margin), And
Paul said: "Into what thea were ye
baptized ?’ Aad they said: *Inte
John's baptism.” For the sequel see
Acts xix, 1.7, Evidently these disci-
ples and Apollos were alike in ** know-
ing only the baptism of John.” And
may we not infer that Paul and his
friends taught alike when they instruct-
ed them by ** expounding the way of
God MORE cArkfuLLy”? ‘That these
wards do not refer to * baptism in the
name of Jcius Christ unto the remis
sion of sins,” which Apollos taught
airefully, but to the promise of Acts il
38, which was then first added, “ Ye
shall:-seceive the gift of the Holy
Spirit,” seems clearly indicated by Paul
virtually saying, ** If ye did not receive
the Holy Sprrit when ye believed, Into
what then were ye baptized ?” Evidently
fn Paul's mind there was surprise at the
ignorancé of these disciples, but all
was wade plain to him on the mention
of the baptism of John.

The “gilts” of the Holy Spirit which
accompanied His reception as 2 rule in
apostolic days, do not mark off the
promisc as belonging only to that time,
for “to all that are afar off is the
promisc, even as many as the Lord
our God shall cali unto Him,” “I
baptize vvith water: He shall baptize
you with the Holy Ghost,” said John.
The “ hiving water ” of John vil. 37-39,
is the Holy Spirit, and is promised to
“any man” who is thirsty.

If, then, we would teach more care
flly, “the promise " must be included
as the privilege ot all; and we must
beware of teaching onty the baptism ot
‘John, whilst we profess to {ollow P'avl
and his friends, Priscilla and Aquila.

- MATHETSS.

Summerside Letter,

After a long, cold winter, how plea.
sant to feel that spring is here. Tohear
in the eatly morning the chotus of the
feathered songsters, to feel the warm
sun shining upon us, to see the change
in the color of the ficlds—all bring
with them a something that makes us
feel glad. Droopmg spirit~ are revived,
failing health is restored ; invalids can
move out and enjoy the balmy air
Spring has been called ** u resurrection
of Nature.” In many ways this is o
truism. It does seem as though all

'vegctable life was dead in winter; but

lo! in the spring it comes forth again,
As we trace our way through the many
cemeteries of the land and se¢ how
cold and deathlike cverything is, we
cannot but wonder about the time
when the great resutrection will take
place. Are our hearts gladdened by
the * resurrection of mature”? How
much morc when the last teump shall
sound and the dead in Christ shall be

raised, and we which are alive and re-
main shall be caught up to be forever
with the Lotd, Whata day that will
bel No ,more drooping spitits, no
more pain, no more sin, nor death, nor
disease. They shall come from the
cast and the west, from the north and
the south, and sit down in the kingdom
of God, with Abrahain, Isaac and
Jacob. This may meet the eye of
some Christian who is getting a little
carclest or cold by the way, or it may
come before some who are passing
through the dark waters of bercave.
ment,  To all such 1 would say,
“Think of the tesurrection ” * Joy
cometh in the motning.”

But there is another point I wish to
spcak about.  Ought there not to b2 a
“Cresurrection” of our church work?
There scems to be a grand work being
accomplished by our brethren in the
United States,  Is there not some
move that can be made in the Domin.
lon, or are we doing all we can?

{ think nearly every one of us will
admit that we could do a little more.
Shall we do it? ‘1'welve mien inspired
by God started to preach Christ at Je-
rusalem, sutrounded on every side by
opposition—]Jewish and Pagan. They
wete persecuted, killed, but we have
Christianity to-day as a result of their
eflurts to make Christ known. If every
disciple of Christ in the Dominion,
frum Nova Scotia to Britiah Columbia
would only get * resurrected” (revived)
and go to work in the strength of Geod
with hearts full of tove toward their per-
ishing fellow men, what a slir -there
would be. \We have tome noble men
and women at work now, but a great
deal of time is taken up with trying to
get the churches to work., If ail were
alive to the interests of the work, all
this time and energy could be putin
annther direction. I do hope, I do
pray, that God Almighty wlil in some
way or another stir us up. Thaf there
may be a grand awakening ; that the
plea for a return to the primitive sim.
plicity of the Gospel and Christian
union may be adyocated with such
earnestness and force as to give it a
momentum which shall increase as it
goes on fts way from church to church,
from province to province.

Sometimes I think we are dwindling
down to become a sect among sects.
We must dispel this ides, We wantto
show that Christ does not teach the
narrow doctrine of sectarianism.

Pethaps you ask, where How is
this revival to begin? In reply I would
say that I notice the success of our
brethren over the line it mainly due
(humanly speaking) 10 their organiza.
tion : their work is well planned. Sol
think the plfce for us to begin a re
vival of this kird it at our annual meet-
ings. 1 oanly give this as my opinion.
I will give you my reasons. Neatly
every province has its annual meeting.
These meetings are generally very plea-
sant—some of the happiest hours of my
life have been spent at these meelings.,
Some of thesc meetings ate also profis.
able. But here it where 1 see we need
to make a move, Now I maintain that
when the brethren representing the difs
ferent churches come together at some
onc place ; that is the time to fill their
minds with enthusiastic teaching -on
this subject. Some of our annual
meetings have no order nor arrange’
ment about them, preachm are called
upon to preach at the meetings without
any preparation, and so the meeting
produces no enthusiasm nor zeal
But if there was an appointed pro-
gramme, and suttable subjects chosen
dealing with the living questions of the
day—inspiring the people to do more
in the future than in the past, future
wotk carefully planned out to the glory
of God, then let each membergo home
with a detetmination to arouse an in.
terest in his or her church. This is

how this revival wilt start.  Now
I do not want you to think that
T am for getting.up some great excite-

ment, I am not in favour of anything
like that; but what I am in for is a
wholed-souled united ¢ffort on the part
of the chutches tq bring our positions
as a people more prominently before
the people, so that sectarianism and
crrors may be removed and the truth
asitis in Jesus may be established;
that Christ may be all in all. A single
individua) may make an effort and do
somcthing in his own locality, but if
there cowld be a mutual effort made
on the part of all the churches, there
would be grander results all around.
But 1 must close; when 1 began this
letter 1 did not intend to write what 1
have written, but 1 commend it to
God and wy readets, One thing 1
ask of you: before you retitc this
night after reading this letter, kneel
down and ask God to help you 1o be
more earnest in your work for the
Master: to revi¥e His work in the
hearts of His people; and for me that
I may see my cforts to advance the
Kingdom of Christ more successful in
the future than in the past.

W. H, Haroine.
Summerside, P. E, Island.

lpoung People’s “Work.

FOR CHRIST AND T1E CRURCH,
*
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“The Light of the World.”

The Christian Endeavor meeting in
the London Christion church on April
2 was very interesting. The church
was well filled. Bro. J. L. Goodburne
wps 'the leader, the topie being the
# Easter Setvice.” Following ds the
pith of his address ;

Easter Day, In its otiginal form, was
& Scandinavian feast day, designed to
celebrate the relurn of Astur, ar Auster,
the sun. It was tHeh thefr custom to
put out the fire which had burned in
the house all winter, blackening the
rafters with its smoke; and to
clean away the smoke-staing, and strew
green rushes and sweet flowers. A
sezmon of the time of King Henry VIIL
says, referring to this custom, that it is
a good example to us to clean the house
within, beating out the fire and sirew.
ing Mowers—*Soe ye should cleane
the house of youre sowle.”

When Easter day dawns in Russia
men are met with the salutation,
#Christ is Risen,” and the answer s
an affirmation of this statement, which
is accompanied with a kiss  The
bells chime ¢ Christ is Risen }” and the
cannon on the baulem.cnts of the forts
thunder * Christ is Risen{” But what
a mockery takes place at the Greek
Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jeru-
salem ! Apropos, it might be as well
to remember that this is not the tomb
of Christ, for how could proper trace of
it be kept when the Roman em-
peror Hadrian forbade Jew or Chris.
tian to entersthe city. The Mobam.
medans have located nearly all the
places mentioned in the Bible, with
this notable excepuon. and they will
scarcely tolerate the visit of a Christian
to any of them, as the Cave of Mach.
pelah, for example ; yet they allow the
Christians this place—why?  Because
they do not believe that Christ died.
They say he ascended alive into
Heaven, and that a criminal suffered
in Hisstead.

For thousands of years the wotld was
in a gpiritual darkness. It began to
settle while the rainbow of God's prom-
ise was fading from the sight of Noah.
You know the 3ad history, and it is not
necessary for me to revert to it.  Asin
was peopled with vast numbers, and
was the seat of all learning at a time
when Eutope was a savage and almost
unknown country. The desite to wor-
ship tome superior being seems to be

deeply implanted in man, and in the
dim past they invented gods of their
own, for they had forgotten the true
God—yes, the same thing prevails to-
day. Some of the most highly-civi.
zed peoples had the most cruel and
blood-thirsty telizious rites ever known
—the worship of Moloch, (or instance.
But lights appeared in the world at
different times—Confucius, in China;
Buddha, in Indra—and both taught
something purer and better.  Prince
Gautama (Buddha) taught kindness,
and deprecated the shedding of blood,
showing that- blood was not necessary,
and that a life of kindness was berter,
But none of the teachers of antiquity
gave the hope of cternal life, and
Buddhism, a religion in which 470,000,
ooco of our fellow.creatures live and dle,
gives no greater hope than absorption
into the godhead—the Nirvana, eter-
nal rest, oblivion.

The world was in darkness, the sun
shone not—the earth needed the vivi-
fying rays of the great luminaty. Sup-
pose we are released from a datk,
noisome prison, where the blessed light
of day cannot penctrate, the only light
being a faint ray from acrack—a cold,
strange gleam, The morning promises
to be lovely, and what emotions, what
swelling of the heart, come over us as
we watch the east become gray, and
huge, misty shapes tise from the land
and the water like ghosts of long-
forgotten days, ‘The east becomes
primrose, and delicate pencils of light
shoot toward the zenith, and the prim.
rose deepens into crimson. Ste the
glorious kars of light springing up across
the easterri sky, and through them the
radiant messengers of the dawn are
speeding on their way, scattering the
ghostly shadows and the chill of night,
kissing the mountains into wakefulness,
and greeting the lark which has soared
to meet the light, singing- 2y he goes|
Another moment, and the golden gates
are open, and the sun himself comes
forth (**as a bridegroom from his
chamber ") with power and glory,and a
great flashing, and he embraces the
night and-covers her with his bright-
ness, and it is day.

Such a morning broke neatly 1,900
years ago near Jerusalem, when the joy-
ful news was circulated that Christ, the
Crucified, had risen from the dead—
He who was dead was alive, Whata
sensalion of terror must have passed
through the Roman soldiers wheu they
saw the angel roll away thestonel
Perhaps ikey thought one of the Dii
Immotteles had descended, and this
alone would fill them with fear. But
when the Redcemer came from the
tomb with the tread of a mighty
conqueror their heatts failed them, and
they * became as dead men” |

I said Christ came from the tomb
with the * tread of a mighty congquerer.”
He had conquered the temptation to
sin in the wilderness after His baptism ;
He had conguered the last great
trouble in the Garden of Gethsemane;
He had conquered death itsell. The
wotld was now His, for He had won
it.

On that day the light which John the
Baptist had kindled, and which had
been but glowing, now burs' into 2
fame, and on the Day of Pentecost it
became a devouring fire.  Wicked men
have tried to queach it, and have
heaped rubbish upon it, and trodden
upon it, and poured water upon it,
while they gleefully said to each other
that they had killed this new * super.
stition.” But it again burst out with
resistless €nergy, utterly consuming the
rubbish piled upon it, and nearly fill-
ing the whole carth with the glory of 1ts
light. Herod sought to destroy Christ,
but did nothing save cause his disap-
pearance for a while, The authorities
of a so-called * Christian” church de-
stroyed the city of Tara, in Ireland, in

the hope of destroying a purer religion
than they taught. But hasit?2 The
religion of the Lord Jehovah and His
son is victosious everywhere—not one
false teligion can stand againstit, Tt
is even said by some of the followers
of the Moslem faith—that bitterest
enemy of Christianity—that Moham.
med himself foretold that the religion
of Jesus Cheist would cventually be.
come uhiversal, and that the faith of
Isfam would last for but “five pro.
phetic months.” (See Rev. ix, 5, 10.)

Have you cver thought how neces-
sary to our salvation was that resurrec-
tion momn? A great many people at-
tach vastly more impottance to the
death of Christ than to His resurrec.

‘ton. This it a mistake, and a great

one. If Chrizt had not fulfilled all the
conditions of the law, His death would
have availedus nothing,as Hewould not
have arisen,  Many mea have died for
their fricnds and many for their coun-
try ; but the redemption of the world
from sin nceded more than this, If
nesded that one man should so live as
to be justified by the law. He must
die, indeed, in obedience to the sen-
tence passed upon man in the bgine
ning. God only could supply such a
man, and th2t rhan must be Jehovah's

own Son, gifted with power from His

Father, and gifted to such a degree as
to not only raisn others from the
dead, but to raite up Himself. Does
not the resurrection of Jesus proclaim
the final triumph of tighteousness over
sin—'! for by sin came dcath*?

Christ is the *first-fiuits of those
that sicep,” and this is a promise that
we shall rise from the tomb.  But how
different will be our arising. Not one
will ceme forth as did Christ, as a con.
queror, and whose bearing and air pro-
claim Him King Eternal. Some of us
will rise as pardoned privoners teleased
from thmldom. with the remembrance

that Christ bas done this, and.with the> =

hope that *this mortal shall put on
fmmortatity.” How .will the wicked
fare? Ah, friends, it is not for me to
s¢y. I am not judge, and I cannot
say whether man be good or bad, nor
whether he will rise to life eternal or
return to evertasting death. God lsthe
Judge of all, and in His hands is the
future of all.

But His Son has said: '*Go ye into
all the world and preach the gospel to
every creature,” and to baptize such as
believe. There.is work for all. The
wotld’s population is 1,424,000,000,
and out of this there are 856,009,000
in heathen darkness; 170,000,000 ate
Mohammedans, 1go,cc0,000 Raman
Catholics, 84,000,000 Greek Catholics,
116,000,000 Protestants, and 8,000,
ooo Jews. A well known Episcopal
bishop in Ontario recently said that the
world's progress In Christianity would
be slow until the Jews acknowledged
Christ as the Messiah.  As subjects of
Great.Britain, our patron saint is St.
George, who was born and buried at
Lydda, in Palestine, and who, for the
sake of the religion of Jesus Chust, was
subjected to seven fiightful toriures in
the city of Nicomedia, the caputal of
Bithynia, and that he wis revived each
time, Somne accounts say he was put to
death seven times, and was as often
raised to life.  He was at Jast s)ain for
the sake of Christ. Cannot cach one
of us become soldiers of Christ like St.
George, clad in the armor of God—
the breastplate of righteousness, the
shield of faith, the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the spirit? Clad in
lhis armor, who can stand agalmt us?
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