
TrHE H-ERALD OF SIMPLIFIED SPELING.

adopted in ail public schools. \V'irtemberg
tlook like cours in sd6o, Austria, in xS6i;

l3Bavaria, in x866; but unfortunately difer-
i. nt states did flot folo the sanie rules, and

ti and varius systeni of authoritativ sp. %ver
il growing up . A conference front ail Gertnan

states met in Dresden iii 1872. Subse-
quentiy, under direc'n of Prussian Minister
of Lidluca'n, Prof. Von Rau mer drew up a

hscltenie, printed privatly, sent to tlîe v'ari-rius governnients for aproval, and sub-
i mted to a MNinisterial Comi'n, consisting of

SProf. R , i i educa'ntsts, a printer, and a
à~ publisher. Tbey met in 1876, and aproved

nsthe proposed schenie, with the modifica'ns.
It lias flot been officially adopted.

«a "Breitkopf and Hartel wvith 200 publishi-
e.lishiers conii'tid Dr. Sanders to propose sontie

rule ada vocabulary of Reformd Ger. Sp.

Atister of Educa'n, who put it into the hatîds
ihof Dr. Wilniannz, and the later's schenie

tic was miade obligator)y"
of Since i88o no further officiai action bias
been tak-en, chicfly because Puttkaner's

Sapointmnent being political lhe is hiable to be
ousted on citange of niinistry, and his suc-
cesor might ,nrdo it if " too radical," so
that it is tho't be(er to rest content pro ton».
wIithi haf a loaf rather tlîan hav no bred.
Besides Bismark is quite itostil to this as
wvel as the introduc'n of Roman leters

tiinsted of their old Gothic shapes. What

bis oposi'n-at any rate scarcely with lais
assent. The indefensibl oposi'n givn by

Ilsensles prejudice rather helps a good caus
Sultimatly, tho it may retard for a tine.

er Tho further progres lias not been sanc'nd
offlcialy, we need liardly say that Iller is

isinost activ and niost scolarly ebuli'n going
i)r on. 'Ne hope to giv a resumné of that iii

'i e fu tu re .

)ni* VELSH ORTHOGRAFI'.
BsY1 E. JON'ES, tB.A., LIVERPOOL.

î A Tiintes' comnisioner inquiring as toTitlies
AgÔitaticin ini Wales, riting to that paper.

te States that the proportion of literature in
-laI the vertiacular, pubisiat and red by peopi
sed oif WVales, far e\ceeds the proportion of Eng.
red literature in dernand by Englishi peopl.
the This xvitnes is tru. Tlîe tact bias long been
out non. by tliose aquainited %vith tbe Principality,
St. and it bias been re>.ognized by Mr. Glad-
the stone in public uterances more tlîan once;

but iL cornes as a revelation to the Tinies
ted and r.nost English readers. For teacbing

out Welsli ther is no elaborat machinery of
.. Scol Boards, aided by local rates and Gov-

ion ernment granits, vvitli inspection and para-
'ore ferr:alia for teaching Eng.-most impcrfectiy
:du. taut, as is generaiy adrnited, after al]. For
mId teaching Weish ther is no organization and

be n0 provision, except tlîat for an our or so on

Sunday voluntary tc-acliers tcacli children
to rend. Wience this devouring pasion for
literature, this universal taste for reading
among the %Velslt? Varius ansers may be
givn, but frends of Sp. Rlef. w~il apreciat hat
it is atributabi above aIl to fonctic caracter
of \Velslî orthîografy.

Educationists wud giv almost anything to
see Luis taste for reatling universaly difused
among thc mnases in England. To this end
eforts of filanthropists lîav been directed for
fifty years, and vast sunis expended on ele-
mentarv education, but, by general consent,
the results ar far froin satisfactory.

In XVelsh the :nmci of ecdi leter ex-
preses its sound-how diferent wvith Eng-
lisli? *%Ve hear chiidren taut, I Double you,
aitcb, eye, see, aitcb-zuhich." The \Velslî-
mian is aniused, nay astonisbt, at such ab-
surdity. Here is the XVelsb aifabet wviml
namnes as taut. Names ar identical wvith
sounds as to vowels;, sounds of consonants
ar exprest in tbe namnes witb a vowel be-
frire or after.

Leters.- a, b, c, ch, d, dc:, e, fC
Nanics.-ah, bee, eh-, * dlee, eo, eh, ev,*
Leters. -if, g, ng, b, i, 1, il, n, ni,
Nanies.-ef, eg, eng, balt,ee, el, *ern, el),
Leters.- o, p, pli, r, s, t, th, il, %V, Y.
Nainces.-ohpee, fee,er,ess, tee,i thI, * oo,ula.
Lerning these symbols. wvbicb, %vith very

slight exceptions, ar invariabiy asociated
witiî the saine sounds, is the wvork of a few
ours, and combininig leters into sylabîs and
words cornes easily witb tume and practice.
The secret is, tl-at atention of both teacher
and scolar is releast from mecanical art of
reading, and, at a very erly stage, the clîild's
curiosity is excited as to njconing in wvlat bie
reads; interest is awakiend, and witi abiliti'
to read, cornes desire and taste for reading,
and tbirst for noledg,now thiattlie key is mas-
terd. This lias created an entire nation of
tbo'tful readers. Varius experinients in
teaclîing fonetic reading iii erly stages of
fonetic movement o't to be conclusiv as to
advantages of tue niethod, but bere in WVales
is a proof on a far larger scale, for evrybody)
can read. The Weish cbiid feels no hesita-
tion as to pron. of a strr'lge word. He
Simpiy puts the leters together, and ther is
no uncertnty about it- \Vkt a contrast to
English !

Evert to a stranger to the language. mere
reading wvud p)re.-et.t liti dificuity, most
leters having their prevaiing sound in
English. Ch stands for the gutural sound
lierd in Gertnan. I liav ofn herd it dis-
tinctly in Scotland and north of England,
in sucli words as night ; and even in Chesh-
ire, Byoughton is precisely Brocioi among
cuntry peopl. To most, the uterance of the
sound is dificult, but k is near enjuf to be in-
teligibl. LI is another dificult sound, but 1


