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WESTERN TRANSPORTATION.

HE movement now in progress for the reduction of
freight charges on produce thipped from the
West to the sea-bourd, is eminently worthy’the at-
tention and support of the mercantile community
snd the public at large. Our merchants are at last
awakening to_the threatened danger of losing the
Western hreadstuffs trade by the competition of other
oities. That this danger 18 not altngether imaginary
is abundant'y manifest. The Mississippi_rou'e is
already making serious encroachments. Elevators
bave been con: tructe { at St. Louis and New Orleans,
and are now in full operation on bnsiness which
otherwise would have found its way to New York.
Other water and land conveyances are projected, or
are in actual course of construction, the effect of
which must sooner or later tell seriously upon tie
commerce of onr city. A
Itis an importaut fact which cannot be overlooked,
that the mistaken poliry of merchants, shippers and
transportation agents has largely stimulated and en-
couraged the movements that have already attracte {
so large a portion of Western commerce from our
city. We have rested too securely ugen our privi-
Jeges, »nd abused our opportunities. Mt is because
New York could carry Western produce to the sen-
board cheaper than any other city or State could do
it, that our_grain trade has assumed such large pro-
rtions. But we have not kept up with the times.
‘e have perm tted the ocost of transportation to in-
crease to figures that operate as a positive hounty
acainst our commerce with the West. Between
excessive canal tolls and freight charges, we are in
danger of losing the valuable grain trade of the West.
Statistica recently presented to the Committee of
the Canal Board of this State, place this matter in a
clear livht. It appears that the transfer and shovel-
ling charges on canal shipments exceed the toll rates
paid to the State. The following rable shows the
shipments of grain {rom Buffalo, and the tolls thereon,
in 1868 :—
Bushels.
10,369 030, wheat .. .
15,099.185, corn..... .
10,323,504, oats. ......

Toll to Stafe.
veers . $513.362 00

655,857 00
263.190 00

300,218, barley « o vueron.ot .. 3719 00
,899, rye ......... e, .. 33,037 00
20,161, POAS «vver vt e 1.019 00
36,754,948 bush. $1,474,681 00
The charges on above were as follows :
Chicago tranefer 2¢ per bush ..... .. .$835.098 96
Chic shovelling $2 per 1.000 bush. 73,509 90
Buffalo transfer 2 per bush .............. 098 96
Buffalo shovelling $4 per 1,000 bush..... . 147,019 79
Total charge. .. ..oovvovivvenniiinnn $1,600,684 61

Here we see that the shoveling and transfer charges
exceed the tolls to the amount of $216,000. The ship-
ments from Oswego show the same resuits. Of a total
ot 6,270,466 Lushels shipped in 1868. the Canal tolls
amouunted to $172,380; while the transfer and shovel-
ing charges reached $219,466. The transfer charges
slone on the Osw ego route exceeds the Canal tolls by
more than $15,000, or, adding the shoveling, by more
than $47,000.

The increase of transfer charges suggests serious
doubta respecting the economy of elevators. Previous
to the introduction of these mechanical appliances,
the regular charge for transferring grain was balf a
cent a bushel. ow the cost of trapsier in Chicago
is 20 per bushel, and for rhoveling $2 per 1,000 bush
At Buffalo the transfer charge is 2c., the same as at
Cbicago, while the shoveling cbharge is $4 per 1,000
bushel. The alleged cause of the high rates at Buffalo
is said to be owing to & combination, aud that a charge
of one balt cent & buehel in place of four cents a bushel
would be ample to cover all expenses, and leave a fair
margio for profit.

The New York Corn Exchange Committee has been
at work for some time endeavoring to procure the co-
operation of Western Boards of Trade and Elevator
Companies to remedy existing evils. The proposed
reforms are comprehensive and nearly reach to the
bottom of the trouble. They include a limitation of
credits; & reduction of elevator, transfer, and other
charges to the extent of one half the amount of

resent rates; a prompt delivery of grain and unload-
rn] of boats, and a movement for & reduction of canal
tolls.

Nearly all the leading grain ports have returned
favourable answers to the propositions of our New
York Corn Exchange. and there is a fair prospect that
when navigation opens, there will be an importaut
reduction in transfer and freight charges. The ton-
templated reductions may not go far enough, but any
efft ctive reduction is an advantage. That there is a
Jarge margin for reduction is evident. Competent
suthority estimates that the freight from Chicago to
New York may be carried at the following rates:

Rxisting Rates. Proposed Rates.

Wheat, Corn, Wheat, Corn,

per ton. per ton. per ton, p.ton

Lake freights...... $2.38 $2 38 .88 $2 38
Canal freights...... 3 16 2.91 1.78 1.6
Transfer charges... 2.04 2.04 0.78 0.75
Btate tolls.. .. .... 2.07 1.78 0.69 0.69
Total.......... $9.64 $9.06 §6.62 $6.47

The establishment of these rates of freight charges
is quite feasible, and would give New York an advan-
tage that would distance all competing routes, whether
by the Mississippi or the Canudian canals. Every
dYohte of so\mcr economy and wise statesmanship
favors the change. The canal tolls are excessive, and
‘would bear s reduction of full one-half. Last year
‘\he canal revenues were $4,400,000, and the expenses

9,011,000. Of eourse the balance goes 1o the ex-
toguishment of the canal debt, Lut there is no good

reason why it should be wiped out at & rate that
threatens the Jozs of the commerce which they were
established to promote.

We have the very highest interest in reducing the
Western freizht ra‘es to & minimum Only about 5
per cent. ot the erain importations of Furope is de-
rived from the United States. Considering the im-
maense capacity of the West, the ouly reseon why our
grain exportstions should not be doubled and quadru-
pled is to be found in the excessivarates of shipment
It costa nearly ar much to get a barrel of flour to the
conaumer gs it costs to produce it. The largest pro-
portion of this cost of transportation is on the Ameri
can fide.  Competition has reduced the ocean charges
to a reasonable rate. It should be r-membered also
that the growth of the West largely depends upou the
ability to ship its produce to the European markets at
rea-onsble rates. .

In the meantime, the grain movement of the Missis-
sippi expands. A= we have stated, elevators are now
at work at St. Louis, and barges are towed from vari-
ouR pointa to New Orleans by tugs. These tugs are of
nove! construction, with smali upper works and stern
wheels which are usually uncovered. presenting a
curious appearance. The barges have a capsacity of
31 000 bughels each, Corn in buik is transported from
8t. Louis to New Orleans at 1gc per bushel, with &
chargeof eight-tenths of one per cent for insurance. A
tug can tow several harges, and occupies six drysin
the passage down, A serious drawback to the M -sic.
sippi grain trade occurs in the low draft of water at
New Crleans. The largest clase of vessels and steam.
ers cannot pass over the bar jurt now, owing to the
quantitv of mud below the port ot New Orleans. These
obstructions are probably temporary, as the citizens
are making praiseworthy efforta to restore the com-
merce of the Crescent city, and, of course, a plan of
harbor improvements would be intended in any mea-
sure tor that purpoge. The present high rates of for-
eign freights and insurance, also constitute serious ob-
s*acles  The rates are about twice as much as in New
York, and the time for passage from New Orleans to
t iverpool is twice as long asfrom New York.— New
Yerk Economist.

PORK PACKING IN THE WEST.
HE Ciocinnati Price Current publishes its com-
pleta figures of the packing of the season just
closed, which compare with its figures for the past two

seasons as follows:—
Hogs cut up.

States. 1868-9 1867-8. 1866-7.

Ohio. ...... ... h44.661 562.965 557.899
Iltinoir... 806,033  1,0688495 1,072,653
Indiana 324,658 321,888 323 978
Towa..... 126.8%5 182.944 177.044
Wisconsin 129,094 163,958 163,495
Missouri. .. .o ... 8AL0AT 333.111 328,611
Keptucky...... ..... 183,424 157,880 157,880
Totel.. ........ 2,477,26¢ 2,792,032 2,781,460

Or 325.668 less than last season; and 304,106 less than
the season before.

The average weight and average yield of lard per
hog, compare for two years as follows : —

Av weight ;ier hog. Av. vield of lard.

1868-9. 867-8. 18A8-9. 18A7-8,
Ohio..... . 2244 2044 24§ 24}
1llinois .22 4-5 206¢ 23 6-7 22°1-8
Indiana.. 208} 2024 233 224
Kentacky....... 207} 207 1-6 244 22
Missouri........ 206} 198 7.9  23¢ 214
Iowa.. ... 201 190} 22 211
Wisconsin . 211 1893 24 19

The general average, according to the Price Cur-
rent, is 2064 1bs and 24} 1bs lard against 201 and 21§
1bs. last season, and 235 1-7 and 29} lbs. the previous
season.

Taking the average given sbove as a basis, the
virtur]l decrease from last teason in the number of
hogs packed is given as 244,901 hogs of the averages,
of the season of 1867 and 1868 and the actual de-
creage in the yield of lard—other than head and gut
— 674,784 Ibs. ]

The total number of hogs packed in the West, for
each of the last twenty years, is given by the Price
Current as follows:—

i 2,477,264

The statement of the Cincinnati Price Current of
the quantity of pork packed in the West during the
past eeason, printed above, is thus criticised by the
tirm of Kearcheval & Co , 8t. Louis:—

Within the week the commercial compiler of the
Cir.cinnati Price Current has published his long looked
for annual statemont of the slaughter ot hogs at the
West during the winter of 1868 69, which shows a de-
crease, a3 compared with the senson.of.1867-’68, in
vumbers, of 325,668 head; but a gain in average

woirht of 5} Ibs, which reduces the net decrease to
244,901 of the we'ght of last season ; and an increase ot
2; ibs per hog in lard, which makes the net reduction
in the crop of the Wexzt only some 84 per cent b:low
the product ot last season.  We have no dispogition to
controvert nor even criticise this statement; but we
canuot withhold an expression of disappointment, nor
refrain from remarking that it 18 not sustained by thg
observation ot caretvl ;bservers. nor conntenanced hy
either the extent or charac'er of the meats held in the
West, which are hoth similar in quantity and lighter
weight. But it is not-important whether the deti-
ciency in Western packing was 300 000 or 500,000 hogy,
viree it was only oue ot the many packing districts
In New York there was a large deficiency a8 compared
with last year; in the kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland there was a deficiency ot at least 1.000.000 of
hogs: France, Denmark, ard the German States- a'l
considerable packing countries--are short, as are us-
sia, Hungary and Italy; thus making the supply in
Eurrpe deficit, and satisf. ctorily accounting for the
renewal of Kuropean orders upon a more liberal rcale
than thev have ever been at this advanced period -f
the season.”

THE DOMINION TELEGRAPH COMPANY.

\!’( HY,in the name of everything that’s good, do
\ not the D.rectors ot the above Company clear
up the doubts that at present hang round it? Wilh
suspicion on every xide with grave charges made with
Dirvetors resigning, all the general pnublic Las had laid
hefore it in the way of relutation has been thst at a
dinver »t St. Catharines, at which we e present Ui ec-
tors and Stockholder:, ug “ out-s dv barbariaus’ were
assured that it was ““all right.”” No proof that tha
cheryges made were false, no prootf ot thesoundues and
integrity ol a coneern in which the peop e of this conn-
try are askcd to jnve-t £500,000, but merely cham-
pagne conyratniations on the construction of a 1ew
miles of ther.ad, and grand propl ezies f r the future.
1t this is to remnve gistrust, to srefute charges, it is
earily done. but we are doubiful. The Upper « anada
and Comnercial Rauk+ were ‘all :izht” till they
failed ; avd, more to the point, the “ Grand Trunk
Felegraph Company” was n) doubt hera.ded as ** ail
right,” and decidedly proved i s right to be considered
s0. Why, it everything is satistactory, it 1he ingugu-
ration and prese:t position ot the company are satis-
factory, i8 it nut clearly shown to the public? The
originators of the schema are pronunnced to be specu-
lators snd unsound. Why u t di-prove this? They
are accused ot coutrolling the stock in order to gain
their own ends. Disprove tius. Of having secured
the contract for the building ot the line at an exorbi-
tant price, and such as to allow them a profir of some-
thing like $125 per mile or one-hali of the contract
price and that thev seenred thiz contract without it
having been submitted to tender. Disprove these
assertions. Distrust is too gencral now 1o he neglect.
ed, 8tock must yet be sold—and who will buy? Pay-
ments on stock a.ready subscribed mu-t becoine due.
and who, in the tace ot all these charges, witl have any
satisfaction in making those payments, or wil not
avoid such payments it possible. Ths cumpauy at pre-
sent is loaded down with an incutus o1 doubt. The
Directors must remove their 1oad before zuccess cun
crown the undertaking.—Galt Reporter.

LIVERPOOL TIMBER TRADE.

OE Liverpool Timber Trade during February has,
say Messrs. Duucan Ewing & Co., been remark-
ably inactive and certainly contrary to what was an-
ticipated a few months back, when the then favour-
able aspect of the stocks held over, and other iudica-
tions of improvement in commercial atlairs generally,
gave some hopes ot infus ng increased activity to the
wood trade; such however has not been the :act, and
this unfavourable state of business may be cluefly
traced to the present uusaristactory condition of the
manufacturing districts: —

CANADIAN WooD8 —About 240,000 feet of White
Pine have been consumed during Kebruary, whereas
340,000 feet was the average consumption prr ra nth
in the year 1868. Neither the comparative lixht stock
por the high rutes demaunded at Quebec for the enxu-
ing season have had the effect so tar of litting the
value much beyond what was current at tiie close of
last year. Ked Pine, Oak, klm, Ash, and Birch, are
in fair request.

Nkw BRUNSWICK, &C, SPRUCE DgAlR.—There
has been no variativn in the value until towards the
close ot the mouth, when & cargo recently arrived
from St John, brought an average of £7 i7s. ¢d. per
standard. .

UNITED STATES WcoD - A large. cargo of Pitch
Pine from Pensacola nas arrived on deaiers’ account
There is no uew feature in this article beyond an
anxiety to realize preparatory to the fresh arrivals.
Staves and Locust Treenails fiud buyers ex-ship.

K UROPEAN WO0ODS —Hour cargoes have arrived—
one from Dauntzig: oce from Stettin with Fir Timber;
one trom Wasa; sud one from Tornea with deals,

EAsT AND WEST INDIA W0ODS,—A eargo ot Teak
has arrived from Moulinein, which remains undisposed
of, Greenwood is without any improvement, the de-
msnd being languid.

The correspondent of the Toronto Dai’y Telegraph,
writing from the Western States, says that although
80 many young men are being tempted to emigrate to
the West, in conscquence of represontations made by
the agents of the I'acific Railrond Company, he haano
hesitation in saying that a poor man has far brighter
prospects in Canoada thao there  He adds that almost
every Canadian with whom he has come in contact is
“dead broke,” und longing to be back iy the Do-
minion.



