
Paul Crosses ta Europe

A iid a certain ivoman iearned Lyjdùî . . heuril
ifs, v. 14. In this hunmble place of îîIiîyer,
frequented chiefly bi womeio, Paul found
hearts prepared for the gospel. Lvdia was
baptized with ail lier honseliold. and when
Paul left Plilippi, there bail be.n establishied
a littie chrt,,h, wlîich meant. not siniply Bo
many seuls brought ta Christ, but also, that
the day wasdrawing nigli when the city and
the whole Rloman empire would become
Christian. Cud dues flot visit us with high
ambitions, great ideals and dreams, just ta
delude us, but when we go out and try tu

reach thêta, the very "o who gave themn
toi us wsill open the way tw tl>eir attainment.

Il'hose heurt the Lordapned, that sheadended,
v. 14. In our Lord's parable of the sower,
the " good ground " hearers are those who
receive the word "in an honest and good
heart ", who, " keep it"1, and who " bring
forth fruit with patience," Luke 8: 15. Lydia
had ail these qualities of a good lîearer of
the wsord. If we would haies "an lioneei
and good lieart," the saine Lord wlîo " open-
ed the beurt of Lydia" will give it to us in
answer to prayer.

POINTS AND PARAGRAPHS

The Holy (Shost determines tu whom, as
well as he whoiu, the gospel isi tu ba preacli-
ed. v. 6.

God's plan for us is tatter than our plan
for ouirselues. v. 7.

Lesser ends should ba sarri lced ta greater.
v. 8.

A divine voire speaks ttîrough humian
needs. v. 9.

Convictions of conscience lead te courage
in cuîîduct. V. 10.

Wlien God gives a message, He prepares
heurts tu receive it. v. 13.

Conversion is the Lord's work, not tîje
preacher's. v. 14.

Christianity enlarges the heurt ta desire
fellowaship with ail whio love Christ. v. 15.

WVe muât disitinguish between the district
of (lalatia and the Roman province of Gala-
tia. The latter ineluded the former. Other
districts of thjis province mentioued in the
Arts are Pisidia, Lyraunia and Phrygie.
Parte of sorne of these districtis were iu other
provinces. Amie. le another Roman province
in whirh the district of Lydia was situated.
Rtamsay holds that Paul and Bilas did notgo
northward inta the district of Galatia and
that ths Epistie to the Galatians was ad-
dressedl ta thte cheurches of Phrygia and Ly-
caunia. Tlîat la tu say, Paul addremeed these
people by the naine of the Roman province
and not by the nains of the district lu which
they lived.

How sliall we avail ouirselves of divine
guidance? First of ail, we muet take the

case te God in prayer. No matter if it may
ba a trifle ln the eyes of others, if it be im-
portant enough ta trouble us, He will nlot
ridicule our tîneaeiness, but give us grace ac-
cording ta our day. Then, we muet reniera-
ber that the first open door is nlot always the
best or safest for us. When an apparent
way is opened, let us ask ourselves whether
tliere is anything lu it that would be likely
ta endanger our principles or ta render it
probable that we shall faîl inta evil habits if
we take it ; if there ta, let us avoid it.
Agamn, hemitancy ae ta duty always means lu
tiod's vocabulary, " Stand stilf." " He that
duubteth is coudemned if he eat," Rom.14:
23, 11ev. Ver. Once more, when a door
opens lu front and that whieh is behind us
shute,thenGod says "Gofarmerd 1"-Taylor.

Perhape it is venturesome ta say that the
gospel was now firit prcaclhed on the cotîti-
rient of Europe, as the "1good tidings " mnay
bave reaclied Ruoe through the Jews and
proselytes who lîrard Peter on the Day of
PentecSt.-Knowling.

It was lu the neighborhood of Philippi lu
the year 42 B.C. that Ortavinis and Anthony
won their great and decisive victory over
Brutus and Cassius, and lu honor of tlîat
event the city had been maids a Roman
colony. i citisens were Roman and is
laws were Rtoman lems. The city was, lu
fart, no far as language, goverfiment and
customs went, a miniature Rome. In this
thoroughly ltomanized taown, Pkul's mission-
ary labors lu Europe began. There seea
to, have beau few Jews in the place, for they


