
Peter'a Confession and Clîrist'c Rebuke ~July 22
Greck farn for Jeremiali. One of theprophets.
This class could net decide whicx. But
whoin cay ye? Hie -%vished, bath ta test and
classify, and to increase tlie knowledge of
1lis disciples. They ivere more ready nuw
to understiuid Flis truc character aiîd mis-
sion1.

V. 16. Peter ancwered; as spokesman, as
ahways, for the othiers. 2Ywou art the Christ;
the Messiah. "lChrist"I is Gýreck, and IIMes-
siali" is Ilebrew for "Aiiointedl." Prop-
hets, priests and kings were set apart by
anointing. This publie confession wvas the
resuit of convictions that had been growving
for a long time.
IL A WondlerfuJ. Promise, 17-19.

Vs. 17, 18. Fesh and bload ; human know-
ledge. But my Father. It was a divine, fot
a hurnan revelation. T/Lau art Peter; fromi
the Greek Petros, ineaning a rock. (John
1: 42.) IlCeplias"I is tfeic Hebrew form.
Upon, this rock; i.c. on Peter as confessing
that Jesus is the Christ and as representing
the Twvelve, who were the first Chnistians
and therefore the first tier in the construction
of the Christian Chuircli. Iu E ph. 2 : 20,
IlChrist is the corner stone, the aposties the
foundation, and believers the edifice."
(Hodge.) Thiere is, therefore, no coinfort
here for those -lîe -%vould make- Peter the
first Pope, the representative of Christ on
enrth. .My clLurch; ne mere human organi-
zation, but the Lord Jesus' ow'r Chiurch,
the great spiritual temple made up of al
believers. 1How closely these beginnings
of the Church are joined to the Cross of
Oalvary and the resurrection. (v. 21.) Gales
of Hell; i.e. Hades, (Rev. VTer.) the realiii
of the dead. "lGates"I is an Oriental ex-
pression for court, throne, power. ,Shall flot
pretvail again.d it. The Chutrchi is indestruct-
ible. (Exod. 3: 2.)

V. 19. Iiii gire unie tliec; te Peter as the
representative of the utiiers, ivlie were
included inINI.Matt. 18: 18 ; John 20:- 23.
ViLe keys qf thc kingdoin; tlic truths esseatial
te entering the kzingdom. Peter used tlue
"kheys" whien lie explained tAie way of
salvation to the Jews nt Pentecost (Acts 2) ;
and later te, the <3entiles (Acts 10: 32-40).

IBind; forbid. .Loose; allow. The disciples
exercised this power in preaching Christ as
Redeuiner and Lard. On earth . . . n
heaven. It was as though Christ spake
through themn and inade their wvords effeet-
ual. (John 8 : 31, 32.)

ii. A Plain Revelation, 20, 21.

V. 20. Tell no man. The people were net
yet prepared, as tlie disciples wvere, for this
revelation.

V. 21. To cltei'i unto the disciples;- littie by
little as they cauld receive it. Nie had
referred ta tlîe subjeet before (John 2: 19;
Markz 2 : 20), but nowv spcakzs more plainly.
Tite elders-chuef priectc-ccribes ; tho lay,
ecclesiastical and laiv nuembers of the San-
liedrin or Cauncil of Seventy. Killed; Hec
does not go into details ; the trnth is broken
gradually.

IV. A Sterni Rebuke, 22, 23.
V. 22. Vien Peter . . . legan te, rebuTe

Ilon. The announocement, of v. 21 was a
cruel death-blow to ail their hopes.

V. 23. ,Saici unto Peter; before the othe&s.
(Mark S: 3.) «et thee be7ind me, Satan.
Peter was teinpting Hum as Satan had donc.
(Matt 4 - 10.) "1Satan"I means adversary.
An, o/Tencc ; a stumbling block, a temptation
ta do wvrong. Savaurect not. What spiritual
insiglît r-eter had, hiad failed hirn lucre.

V. The Way of the Cross, 24-26.
V. 24. If any mnan, etc. Jesus lays down

thue lawv of seif-denial for lis folloNvers. Rie
must suIfer, and they must be willing te,
suifer Nvith Him. olow mie; in obedience,
reiiouncing cverything that is opposcd to,
the Christ Spirit. (2 Cor. 6: 16-18.)

V. 25. Save Ais ife ; by seeking exclusively
the coiforts, pleasures and successes of this
lIfe. S7tall Zose'it; shall miss life in its
highest, spiritual sense. Graspiag at the
shadow hie shahl lose flic substance. Loce
hic life for mii cake; i» flhc sense of v. 24
Shallftrnd it; in the highcer life of God. *

V. 26. What is a mnar&prfied ? The world
is no compenisation for the loss of the highcr
111e of the soul. The wvord for "lsaul" is
the saine as for II 11e " in v. 25.
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