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Reter8e thte keUei8 devised by Haman. This
wsa not possible accord!ing to, the laws of the
Moedes and Persians (Dan. 4: 15). 'But the
king found a way of prectically annulling
the decree by issuing another. It lias been
urged against the credibility of the book of
Ether thiat it le flot probable the king would

allow edicts to be issued that in one case
planned the elaughter of a whole nation, and
ini the other virtually broughit on a civ'il war.
But the exaplanation às knind in the chai'aewr

FALM& «Mr

PLAN< Or XEEXKS' PALAICE
Discovered at SBa, and exc»vated by Y. Dieulatoy,
The feAvt was held In the Gerdens. Esqther's home

wam in the Hiarem. Xerxeo mat on the Throne lu the
Interlor C'ourt when Eather apIroeched hlm. Xur-
decal's place waa by the Palace Gate.-PLoubie

of the king. 'lBorn in the purpie, the weak
<and irresponsible Xerxes waa accnstomed to
act like a spoilt child who neyer realies the
resulta of ite wrishes and commands."

6u. ltowcanl1endure to se thte nil? It
does not; appear that the king, although
Eather had been queen for about four years,
knew that she wus a Jeweus. Perhaps she
wus afraid to, make known the fact that she
Wflonged, t a captive race. But this inci-
dent gave ber an opporbudaty of doing wo

with perfect socurity ; and she pl"ad for bier
kindred. (Seecha. 1:20; 7:3,4.)'

il. The 'Ci-gu Coumat, 7, 8, etc.
V. 7. To Mordecai 1/te Jeio. -Mordecai had

be-en made prime Ininister in Hanian'a place

S(8: 2)ý and it lain hiei officiai capacity that
the kinig now addreuses hiuu. Thte hrou«s oJ
iaman. Iis property had been confischted
and given to the queen (8: 1). Hanged upon
1te gallois. The maode of execution was flot
by hianging as we understand it. The word
tranalated gallows moans simply wood, a
troc or pole. It was a sharpeaid pole 75 ft.
highi (5: 15> on which'the victim wae lin-
paled. Ti e height of the pole omeem exces-
8ive; there niay have corne somoe error lu
copying which has in(-e».âaed the number.

V. 8. Write ye o.lso . . . asl*iketyou.
Since the decree could flot be reociudcd, per-
mission was granted Mordocai and the queen
to issue another ediet, sealed with the kiag's
seal, allowing the Jews in every province
to defend themselves by force. (v. 11.) Royeà.
poste throughout the whole of the empire
hiad boon establislied by Cyrus the Great,
At every station the postinan arrying the
mails found a second ready to start on with
a mule or camol (v. 11) on which, after re-
ceiving the mail bag, hoe sprang like the
wind, to hand his charge to a third postinan
ab the nexh station: These couriers were
called Angoroi, and were believed to be the
swiftest riderai in the world. By this rneane
copieg of the decree, prepared. by thc govern-
ment clcrks, wcre sent through ail the prov-
inces (8 :9, 10)ý. &'aied il w& Me king'saem4
The seal was àkin the ring and gave royal
sanction to, any document to which lb wae
affixed.

MI. The Grmt Delirerance, 15-17.

V. 15. And Mordecai weni oui ... in rreai àp-
pare. lie was no longer the petty official at
the king'u te (2: 21). Hie held the pcqftiolri
of grand vizier, or prime minister, which
had beeù 'frnerly occupied by Haman (8:
2). lie was dressed in the royal robe cf Ètate,
which wais rich and costly. " 4The royal
dres cf Xerxes yua reckoncd by tho Greeks
as Worth 12,000 &l1ents (raillions of dollars)",
<Gei&i) ; aàd Mord.oeu mb th eprnatativ.
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