
Nebemtiah's Prayer

the sine of others, but people are flot always

Cssfsgstsn thet lu' wtlling to acknowlodge their
Driass ow~n shortcontings. Ali the

sOgfl aine, the sine of others are our

own. The lives of thune around us are
inirrors roflectin, our own faulte. We should
ho bonet enuugh to look ajluarely at thein
and own our partnerahip in the world's
guili. No met form of confession in binding
upan un, and we have no "father-confessor"
with a right ta inquire minutely into aur
conduct, nor are thore any questions we are
obliged to answor; but w. should ho quite
frank and specifle in telling our evil de"d ta
God, who knowm the secrets of aur hearts.
"t0 Lard, 1 wss proud, 1 was angry, 1 was
untruthful, it was my tongue that injured
iuy brother and niy hand that wss lifted in
defence of wrong" -it in tht. sort of confession
that bringa free and f ull forgiveness of al
our shortcomings and transgressions.

Remtember, 1 beseerh thee, the word, v. 8.
You enter a coal mine, and descend a slope
whose roof in warrely six feot high. On

either aide walla of coal but a
ea few feet spart hem you in.

Fo Ar Down the narrow passage you
walk, haif frightened that you wili be suifa-
cated, but murprimed to find the air as pure
a thousand foot down as et the surface.
On the way dowti yau pass a p:inting engine
pumping aut the foui, and purnping in the
fresh, air. 8a the strong, pure promises of

God are continually pouring ino our hbante
and expelling the distrust and fear that
would otherwise poison our lives.

Whom thou hast redeemed by 1%y great power,
and by thy girong hand, v. 10. A childea finger
pressing a buttan sots loase the mighty force

Fa t that hurle thousanda of tons
and of rock into the air, and clears

Rsî,aee 5 passage for safo navigation.

In liko mannor, at the tourh of faith, there
comes froni hoaven the resistîes might that
sweeps away ail obstacles ta the redemptian
of men. It in not ours to redeem.tho world,
but it in ours by faith to bring to bear upon
this tank the power alresdy pledged to ac-
complish it.

Grant him ,aercy in lthe aight of this mans, v.
11. God wants us to be definite in aur po-
titions. It is true there may be &omne unwie

roqueste, which, for our gond,
gare te cosse Ho will noV -grant. The child

may ask for a white powder,
Vhinking it to be sugar, when it in really
poison, and it will ho denied hlm. But what
te gond, <lad will give. Adoniram Judson
doom not hoitate to wrrite this testimony:
III nevor prayod sincerely and earnestly for
anything, but it came, et somo time, no
matter at how dietant a day; somehow, in
@omne shape, probahly the last 1 should have
devteed, it came." Sa was itwith Nehemiah's
prayor. <lad anowored it in Hi. own time
and place.

TEACHING HINS
This section omîtracos teaching miatorial

for the varioun gradesi in the sehool.

For Teachers of the Older SChDIJJs
As tht. ta the flrst, of three Lessons fromt

Nehemiah, atudy what in said "but him,
chs. 1I 1; 2 :.3. Ho was probably of tho
tribe of Judah and born in oxile. He was
courageous, (lod-fearing, of atrong will and
persuasion, and prolelsly wealthy (smes h.
5 :16-19). Ho was cuphearer ta the king,
a position of honor and influence, and became
Goverssr of Juda.a. Ho lived, a man of <bd,
in the palace of a heathen king. To got a
full account of the conditions in Palestine,
read the books of E.zra, Nehemiah, Haggai,
Zecharisi. and Malachi. The people had

mode progreso commercially, ch. 3 :8, 31, 32;
13 : 1.5, 16; but in other respects their con-
dition was doplorable. The walle had been
partly butît under Ezra (Ezra 4 :12), but
in a recent attack Vhey had agaîn been de-
stroyed. This was probahly caused by
Ezra's policy conerning mtxed marriages,
Ezra. 10 : 9-17. Note the Time and Place
of the besson.

1. Consider the occasion of Nehemiah's
prayor. A company of men, including hie
brothor, had returned fcom Jerusslem.
Nehèmiah 9ought. information concerong
thse progress of the work under Ezra. Their
report wus distressing, va. 1-3.

2. Study the prayer, va. 4-11. (a) 0.1
out the great burden of @oui. He mourned


