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THE TRADER.

hundreds of instances—indeed they aro
of avery day occurronco—whoro ordora
aro roceivod by lotter from oustomors
whom they aro only too anxious to oblige,
but which are so obscure that it is only
ono chanco in half-a.dozen that thoy can
bo properly oxceuted withont communi-
cating with tho eondor in order to find
what lio really wants,

Thus, take & fow of the most common
things in tho trado and let us sco how
they aro ofton ordered : Mr. A wants n
particular kind of watolt case to suit a
good customer who is in a great burry, so
he at once wires to his jobber as follows :
** Express immediately one 4 oz. caso.”
s jobber gots the messago in due
course, but is at once met with tho
query, * What kind of a enso does ho
really want 2 The wriler knew exactly
what ho wanted, and he ovidently thought
that the jobber wonld know all about it
too, for tho only bit of explanation he
voucheafos is that it must bo 4 oz.
Whother it 18 to bo open-faced or hunt-
g, koy or stem wind, plain or engraved,
or sitver or albata cop, he says nothing,
and the jobber, in a quandary, has either
to fill tho order at random, send him a
completa assortmont on approval from
which to seleot ono, or writo to ask him
for full partioulurs. The jobber is nut
always in a position to send every such
bungler a full sssortment of the goods
ho orders, and is therefore compelled to
resort to cither the first or the last
method tnentioned of overcoming the
diflioulty andic not unfrequently rewarded
for his prudenco by receiving a letter
from tho offender, telling him that he Las
bungled tho order and dou’t know his
business, or that Lis delay in waiting for
the explanation of so plain an order, has
lost a sale 83 his customer wonldn't
wait, or somo similar tirade on the job-
ber's incompotoncy and the writer's own
swmartness.

The ordering of a watch caso is only
ouo solitary instanco of iow orders, oven
for simple things, may bo, avd sare
bungled, and the instances conld be mul.
tiplied almost indefinitely did the ocoa.
sion demand il. Another and vory com.
mon thing in ordering, is to say '* Send
mo such an articlo—tho samo as [ had
before,” or ** tho samo as I had lnst time,”
This is not quite 80 bad as the former
method of ordering, but if the person is
in the habit of getting goods froquently
it 18 not only puzzling to the jobber, but
takes up a groat deal of his time to find

out from his books what his customor
did really havo on a provious ocoasion.
Lifo is too aliort and profits in tho whole.
sale jowelry business too small to allow
of such a sysiom of ordering cominginto
goneral use, not to esy anytlhing of the
liability to mnko mistakes that sach a
systom must necessarily produco,

Thero are a fow simplo, common senso
rules that ghould always bo observed in
ordoring, the observanoco of which would
make things run far more smoothly be-
twoen tho buyer and seller,

1. Nover mix an order and a lottor
togother. \Vrita your lotter the same as
if you bad no order at all, and put your
ordoer on 8 soparato sheet, or on another
part of the samo sheet. Don't mix your
order aud letter up like the materials for
an omelette.

2. Always crder goods by number, when

there is a number to order by, and don't
forget Lo give tho prico at the aame tine.
8. If tho goods are not known by num.

! bers, givo a full description of what yon

want, mentioning size, siylo, meko,
material, quelity and prico.

4. Xf tho style is very peculiar, s rough
skotoh is oftontimes a great belp to the
jobbar, nnd insores your getting pretty
noar what you want.

5. Don't be afraid:.of~giving-too much
deseription ; a long deecription is far
bottor than nono and will at least give
the johber an insight into your wants.

6. Writv plainly, and always copy
your orders, so that if any mistake
occurs you will know for sure on whom

ddloe the blame.
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OULLED PHILCSOPHY.

You may notch it oa de palin’s as a migbty
resky plan
‘To make our judgment by de clo’s dat kivers
up a man;
For 1 handly need to tell you how you often
come across
A fifty dollar saddle on a twenty dollar hoss;
Ap® wukin' in do low groun's you diskiver as
you go
Dat dc fines® shuck may hidede meanes' nub-
big in a row !
1 neber judge o’ people dat I meets along de way
By da places dat doy cum fum and de houses
whar dey stay!
Forde bantam chicken's awful fond o' roostin
pretty high,
An de turkey buzzard sails above de eagle in
deo sky:
Dey ketcheslittle minnersin de middleobde sea,
An' you fin's de smalles' possum up de bigges’

kind o' tree. —T7%¢ Centusy.
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CONFESSBION OF A BRIC-A-BRAQ
DEALER.

*“A word as to buying cheap imits
tions of articles which are not susceplibl
of being fairly roproduced,” said the o}
dealer in brio-a-brao. To purchase g
imitation of clotsonne ware, for example, s
to make a bad error in tasto, for 1ts beanty
dopends, not upon its form or coler,
but on its exquisite handiwork, a quality
of whioh no imitation can give the least
ides, Horo i3 n picce of imitation Jap.
aneso cloisonne. It is of coppoer, like the
gonuine, and, for cheap cnamel, hass
rich appearance. Now examineit beside
au original piece. The imitation, you
observe, becomes dull and tawdry looking,
and tho colors do not appear fresh or dis.
tinct. It is, however, in its base imits
{ation of tracety that the thing shom
out really falso and abominable, thelises
of gold or brass are daubed on with a
brueh. In the genuine articlo the mark-
ings bot..ean the colors and all of the
traceries are firm and olear, for the pomnt
in cloisonne is to tool little gutters of
metal in the copper, and prees n the
fiue wires, golden or brazen. No imits-
tion cau give any idea of the effects to be
gained in this way.

“The bit of imitation cloisonne I have
shown you is of home manufacture, azd
is bad enongh to protect the buyer; the
really dangerous imitations are made by
the Japaness themselves, for it isa ssd
fact that the American demand for chesp
art goods has demoralised the best artisty

in the world in this kind of work. Be -

ware of closonze. The most deceptive
thing in bric-a-bras I ever saw was a so-
called cloisonne vase sold as damaged.
The injury consisted of a bresk in the
metal only hslf an inch long, but sufi-
cient to disclose the fine threads of the
tracery, which had in fact been torn from
their beds. As the break was susceptible
of perfeot repair, the object brought s
bigh price. On examination it was found
that apart from the threads laid bare
thero was not a single cloizonne wiro inthe
vaso: all the rest of the tracery hiad been
painted on, the bresk having been es:
pecially mado to show a oconstraction
which did not exist in fact. Tho article
was worthless.

“ Thero is one point in the purchase of
bric.a-brac in which we Amecricans are
ogregiously decsived. We import large
quantities of several kinds of Japances

and Chinese ari goods which had pre-



