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THE OUTLOOK.

For some time past it has been putent
oven to the most superficiul observer,
that times had not only improved butx
were better than they have been for many
years past. Of course polititians will ex-
plain this return of prosperity exactly to
correspond with the views of the political
party to which they are attached. With
one side our prosperity is owing eatirely
to Providence sending us such bountifut
crops, and creating a better demand for
onr lumber in the Awmerican markets ;
with the other, Providence is but a small
factor in the national prosperity which is
entirely owing to the political foresight
whioh conceived and put into execution
what is commonly known as our National
Policy.

While there is probably much truth
in both lines of argument, we think the
whole truth lies with neither, but rather
in combination of both. The fact s, wo
are nOwW prosperous trom a combination
of circumstances, and although we may
theorize till we are tired about the cause
of the change, we ara pleased to know
that the eltiect still remains, and that the
country is prosperous whether weo can
account for 1t satisfactorily or not.

From every quarter the _reports are
extremely favourable, and it requires no
very keen discernment to predict that we
have now before us a Jong era of pros-
perity.

OQur trade and financial returns show
a most cheering state of affairs. From
the budget speech of the Finance Minis-
ter, we learn that from the estimates
made last March, the receipts for the
urrent year were estimated to be $23,-

r 17,000, but onlculuhug upon the nctual

"receipts  of the seven months alrendy
"pussed, M. Tilley now recions on an
(income of $27,680,000, the Customs
revenues nlone prowmising an incroase
_over the estimate of nearly two millions.

“He expects at the end of tho presont fis. |

, eul year, to shew a surplus of $2,013,000,
which is a striking coutract to our usunl
! budget specchos of the past fow years.
Business has been steadily improving
during the past year, and the iwmports of
dutiable guods have increased month by

t

.month to an oxtent which justifies the

"Minister of I'inaunco in calculating that
All business and other communicationsshould | ! g

his receipts under this head alone, will

i shew an increase of nearly two million

dollars.

The value of our exports was gronter
during the past year thau in any year
since 1878-4, the highest that the Do-
minion of Canada has yet seen. The
value of our exports for the first timo in
our history exceeded our total imports by
£ $1,421,711, and execeded onr imports for
consumption by $16,120,109. Our ag-
gregate trade was $159,608,807, as
agninst on nggregate trade of $151,892,.
863 or nearly $8,000,009 of an increase.
Our trade with Great Britain exceeds that
of last year by $18,018,438, aud our trade
with the United States has decrcased by
$8,207,868. Our West Indian trade has
been increwsed during the year by $2.-
068,749, and our trade with China and
Japan also shews an increase of $425,944.

If theso facts prove snything at all, it
iy that the country is sounder financially
than it has been for many years past, and
that it only requires that we should con-
tinue to display the same energy and
self-reliance in the future to secure a
great and permanent prosperity.

TICKET SCALPING.

Most of our readers aro aware that the
attempt of the Grand Trunk Railway
Company to get an Act paussed by the
Dominion Parlinment for the prohibition
of « ticket scalping,” has signally failed.
Their petition was met by a counter peti-
tion, prayiug that no change be made in
the present arrangements, and that Par-
liament do not interfere in the matter-
The result was that the petition of the
Grand T'runk Railway was defeated, and
to all intents and purposes the occupa-
tion of ‘“ticket scalping”
legal oue by this parliamentary decision.
That the decision was a wise one few
will question who are not in some way

declared a (

mtorostod in thc proﬁts of mllroadmg
As wo pointed out several months ago in
writing about the extortionate passengor
and freight rates which were boing lovied
by our through lines to the groat disad-
vautago of the Cunadinn und the advan.
tage of the Yankee, tho business of ticket
sealping is only a legitimate outcome of
anabuse which should leng ago have baen
remedied by parlinmentury interforonuco.
The counter petition of the Scalpors
forms u very serious indictmont ngainst
the Grand Lrunk Company, and proves
conclusively that in almost every in-
stance the interests of Canadiang are
subordinated to those of the Amercians.
Thus any person purchasing o ticket
inany of the company’softices in Canada
ie compelled to pay twico as much for it
as n person buying a ticket in the United
States to another point in the same
country over the same road. For in-
stance, the prico of a second-class ticket
from Boston to Chicago, via Montreal and
Torouto is $18.00, while the price of the
same ticket purchused at local rates is as
follows :

I are from Boston to Moutteal.......... $8.00
* Montreal to Toronto. 6.65

* ‘Toronto to Detroit......5... 475

‘“ Detroit to Chicago.......... 6.00
Total.......coou.ne 825.40

or a difference in favour of the American
Traveller of $12.40. If this is not an
extortion upon the citizens of Canada, we
would like to know whatis; and further,
if it were not for this great discrepancy
between the local and through rates as
instanced above, the evil of ticket scalp-
ing would have no existence.

Take, for instence, the case of & know-
ing passenger coming from Boston to
Toronto vin Montreal ; the fare between
theso points is $14.00, while as before
stated, the fare from Boston to Chicago
is only $18.00, thus it is cheaper by $1
to buy a ticket through to Chicago than
it is to Toronto, which is a little more than
halfthe distance to Chicage. Now if this
$1.00 wus the only saving to bo effected,
very few people would hesitate to avail
themselves of the advantage, but when
to this is addel the fact, that when they
get to Toronto they can eusily dispose of
the unused portion of their ticket, viz,
from Toronto to Chicago, to the ticket
s alper for a few dollars, it will be readily
seen that the Railrond Companies thom-
selves provide an incentive for this traffic,
snch as one but a natural born idiot, or
a person regardless of wealth, would fail
to take advantage of.



