e

A

/.’ s
TIE b
l_"l""‘ll.hl

e e S
R (] " - L B s YL P

- o

PUBLISHED
SEMI-alONTHLY.

The only Newspaper devoted ta the Lumber and Timber i. iustries

published in Canada.

SUBSCRIPTION
200 PER ANNUM

VOL. 4.

PETERBOROUGH, ONT., APRIL 1, 1884.

NO. 7.

DESTROYING THE FORESTS.

Tho St. Paul Pioncer Press saya:—Iu the
issuo of Saturday last there appeared an article
from tho pen of James 8, Brisbrin, showing the
effect of the destruction or cultivation of timber
on the rainfall of tho country. The article hzs
elicited from Ay, Schatzka, & civil engineer and
Iandscape gardener now omployed at Lakewood
cemotory. Minneapolis, some furthor interesting
information, Mr. Schatzka is & graduate of
the forest academy of Tharand, Saxony, aud
has writton much and lecturad on forestry. He
tays:—*‘I want to take this issue at the outset
with Gen, Brisbrin, when ho says: *‘Let every
an remombor when hs folls a big toes that be
is doing scmothing which in bis life timoe be
cannot replace ; and let hin cul dawe just as
fow troes as posmble.,” I say cut down every

R trea that comes to maturity, for after that the
tree will detoriorate and bocome valueleas

¥ altogothor. But the man whohes the benefit of
§ amatured product, the cultivavion of whichhas
cost him nothing, is morally bound toreplsce

B the samo, aud thercby kesp up the cepital. He
B has bad tho compound1n ¢ ; why not roplace
N the capital ? Treos come to maturity like other
R organizod bodies, and it is poor economy to Jot
your products go to waste, But t gain growth

R sad time, a littlo nursery shounld be kept, out of
R which to replaco such trees as basoms ripo for
the woodman’s axe. A small avea of ground

§ will suffics for this purposs, As thoreis coal
enough in this country for fuel, it is important

& that trees be usod for timber purposes. It is
B dasirable, therefors, to bave the trunks without
B branches as high up as possiblo. Trees for tim-
@ bar purposes should, therefors, be planted
4 thickly together to make them grow straight
i sndbigh without spresding. The lower branches
P will thus be too much ahaded to live, and will
K dio and fall off without leaving a mark on the
B tunk. Aftor the nocessary hoight is realized,
orin tho course of time, when they commence

S0 show signs of crowded condition, & gradual
Bihinning out should take plzce, but not too
Smuch at a timo. Wo aro awaro that tho natiopal
gl ssricultural dopartmont in Washington has
Brado soveral efforts to havo the Government
Rtike the prosarvation and rostorstion of the
8 {oroats in band, and that tho secretary of the
interior, as authorized by Congrees, has adopted

Ml wme means to prevent tho outling down of
i forests in tho torritories. But sli thisis not
8§ B icient for tho prosecvation of that extent of
i fzeats which is nosded for agricultural as well
A w2 manufacturing purposes. ‘Ths forests shoyld
8 cover from onequarter to ono-third of the area
B of » country, if it is to bo healthy and fitted to
B (16l tho conditions under which agxicultare
Wiy bo carriod on with succozs.  And not only
lsthe extent of the forest to bs considered.
¥ Womust alto take into account their proper
B ditribution over tho faco if the country if we
% weald soouro tho ntmost possible benefit 4o ita

inbabitants, The shelter and the healihful
stmosphere of the forests in the far western
torritories have no effect upon the inbabitsats
of Wisconsin and New York. YWhen we con-
sider that soine eoils are in reality not fit for

iculture, aud havo to be termed on the
atstesop’s list and on the maps as ** uncultured
Iznd," would it not be a welcoms sight to see
young forests springing up in such placss, and,
though growing dlowly benefitting the surround-
ing agricultursl districts with a humid atmos-
phere, sholter against high winds, and sgainat
cliangas of temperature, frequontly so sudden
aud disastrous ?

In Eurpe the various govornmeats have
found it necsaxary to make the care of the for
oits a particalar subject of consideration and
logislation, and bave crest  &pecial official
bureaus under the mansgement of competent
men who had to serve a long appranticeship,
geaduate in the siance and arts of forest cnl-
tu'go, and who made the forests a source of
revenue to the governments, amounting to
saillions of dollars from the pooreat soil of that
country. While the direct not income of the
forests is counted by millions, their influence
upoa health srd agriculture cannot beestimated,

nd when we considor tho rapid increaso of
population in our own ocountry, the domands
alroady made upon the forests, and the presont
colparative scarcity of lumber, it is oasy to sea
that here also similar methods will ave to be
adopted.

It will perhape bo objectad, that in the vast
sreas of theso states the millions of acres of

all tho wants of the country for years to come ;
but it must be remembored—

1at~That this abundance of wood is found
justin thoss parts of the country whereitis
loast needed, and that in conzoquence of the ox-
petiso of bringicg o bulky an articls as lumber
to the contros of demand, it is comparatively
valueless where produced, and it is for the moat
part loft to fall befors tho axe of the
satiler. o -

2nd—-That two-thirds of the timber left to us
is of such a quality as to be only £t for fuel,

Srd—That in the consos and tax statemovntsa
Iarge area is classed a3 woods, without deserving
this classification. N

4¢h—That Chicago alona employa a capital of
£50,000,000 in ths lumber trade, and hundreds
of thousands of acres of timber are annually
sscrificed.

Sth—~That Michigan and Wisconsin, the main
timber statos, which had 10,000,000 scres of thia
finest timber before settlemont bogan, haveonly
abon’ 2,000,000 acres loft, and this, at the
proxsnt rate, will bs cut down in about Sve

yeass.
€th—That goord!ng to the cenws of 1560,
the valoe of the lombar improvementsin the

United States wss $3,52,632.000,  Allthis bad

woodland still remaining will be sufficient for | small

- | vinoe, tho product of which thoy can onjoy ina

bsen cut from tho soil, and most of it within 30 '
yoars previous, and nothing has heen dozs to
replace it.

7th~That thero are five huadred thousand !
artizans in wood in this country, and wo oatim-
ato the valuo of their labor at 81,000 each per
annum, wo have an aggregate of 500,000,000 of
wood per annum cousumod as raw material for
thoir uso.

8th—That it takes ono and ofio third acres,
on the average, to produce ono cord of wood
avnually.

9th—That it takos threo bundrod acroa for
tho production of wood sufficiont to build
add kesp up one milo of railroad year by
goar.

10th—That the United States sende $11,000,«
000 per annum to Canada for lumber, whilo
millions of acres of land capable of producing
the finest timber, are lying waste in our own
ocountry,

11th—That tho farmer from year to year cuts
dowa vast forests to enlarge hin fiolds, and only
eaves what will sufhoe for his domestio uses,
and seldom that,

12th—That the population of the country is
daily iucreasing, tho wood consuming industries
are doveloping yoar by year to large dimonsions,
s ' huadrods of miles of now railroad aro
sdded annually to those alroady in operation,
and in genoral, that while the wood-producing
avda has boen greatly reduced, $the domands
upon the wocd havo been multiplied ; and sinco
the Jarger arca has bean sopgreatly reduced in
supplying the smaller domands, how will the

aller area supply the larger consumption?
From tho abovo facts it is ovidons that unless
moasures aro spoodily taken to roplace by plant-
ing tho supplios consumod in tho dostruction of
our old forests, thore will bo an actual famino
for wood in this country within the next 30
yoars,

Can this matter of forest culturo bo safaly
teft; to private enterpriso? A period of from 80
€6 P00 years is requiced for the growth and
maturity of valuablo forest troos,  Now, if s0
many snegloct to plant fruit trees and grapo

faw yoars, will thoy plant forest trees, whoso
completed growth they will nover . ¥ To carry
on the culturo of forest trees successiully, i ia
aleo necossary that oxtonsive rogions should bo
dovotad to it, for tho troes from yoar to year
as ar6 ready for tho woodman’s axo are neces- |
easily o considerablo distanco apart. In emall,

isolatod arcasthoro could not be an economical

adaptation of tho mosns to tho end, TForost !
cultiro can only bo carriod on upon a large

scale.  But thero is still anothor roason why

tho supply of timber cannct bo left to priva;o'
parties, Thoro is necded for the profitable
growth of forest troes a scientific and tochnical
knowledge which fow farmers have it in their

powor t0 acquirs, This knowledge, o far as iY

is not purely sciontific, must nocessarily be, to
a great dcegreo, traditional, It cannot bo
scquired by personal exponienco. The mistakes
of ono yoar cannot be discovoroed, asin tho caso
of ordinary farm cropa, by tho immediato re-
sults,for tho forest tree’s lifo outmensurcs man’s ;
tho cultivator sces his error, if at all, whon it is
oo lato to remedy it. In Germany, thoroforo,
where thesu facts aro fully appreciated, tho
forester has to undergo o special sciontifio and
technica) oducation. He has to serve o long
apprenticoship. The culture of trees and the
managemont of tho forosts bocomo tho business
and study of his life. From all this and num-
erous other reasons, it is evident that upon the
governmount rests the necessity and duty of
providing against tho anticipated deficiency in
tho supply of timber, by initiating and control-
ling the planting of now forests, as woll as the
proscrvation of tho old. It is not nocessary to
cite tho disastrous consequences which havo
occurred 1 thoso parts of the globe, whoro the
destruction ot forests has taken, and which havo
beon doscribed by travellors in a most alarming
manper. ‘They aro doubtless familiar to othars
as woll a3 myszelt, In 1869 I sont a momorial
to Congross in respect to the destmiction of our
old forests, I havo not changod my opimon on
this subject since, and believe that 1t cannot bo
refuted. X hopo that all far mghtod mon will
share the approhension with me, and assist mo
inmy patriotio rocommendation,

American Xurestry Congress,

Tho annual mostiog of the Amorican Forestry
Congross will commenco on the 9th of Moy next
at Washington, tho sessions boing held in the
rooms of tho Dopartment of Agriculture. The
objoct of holding tho moeting at this carly dato
iswith the view of infloncing tho mombers of
Congress, which will be then 1in session.
Amongst othor subjocts to bo discussed is that
of the laws and regulations roganding tho
tonurs ard managemeat of the timber lIands in
Ganada.

Y¥inad Falls.

Tho lato tornadoos, rather than gales, which
havo passed uver theso slands cannot fail to
havo somo offect on tho foreign timber trado, for
whea wo read of trees boing blown dowa by the
two hundred thousaud within a circumioreyco
of twenty miles dismeter, and ono bundrod
thousand on n single nobleman's catate in Seot-
land, &c., wo cau only conclude that all this
timbor being brought into the country markets
—not o tithe of which wuuld probably havo
been cut down for uss this year—will bar ea
mauch of forcign wood, that uader othor carcum-
stances might have found a remuncrative mar
ket. Many of these fallen trees will feteh o
small prico, for which when standing an offor of
fifty' pound: would havo bosa laughod at.—

{Tnm?cr Trades Journuds
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