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4
FIRXS IN OUR PINE FOREST.

10,000,000 \WORTIt OR MORK OF PINK DKRTRCYED
TIIS YEAR 1N ONTARIO.

Not for many years has firo mado such havoe
among tho pino forcats of the country, Tho ox-
tent of theso fires is, howover, not kuown, and
cannot bo approximately ascertained until tho
agonts and burh rangerain the cploy of tho
Ontario Govermnent mako roports upon the sub-.
Ject. It is known that thourands of squaro miles
of territory have been Lurned over nlong tho
Oltawa, in tho back townships north of Lako
Ontario, and through Muskoka and Parry
SBound. Much of this burnt land has consisted
of farms, wooda fromn which the pine has been
stripped, and piuno areas proviously destroyed
vy fire.

THE 1088 BY J.AST S8RASON'S FIRKS.

Of tho very great dostruction which must havo
occurred throughout tho wholo unscttled terri-
tory lying along the castern borders of Parry
Sound and Muskoka, and thenco castward to
the townships along tho Ottawa, little or nuth-
dug is known,
loss in the Ottawa Valloy, and it is placed by
somg at 5,000,000, In Muskoka, and Parry
Bound great belts, twenty miles or moro in
longth, and from onc milo to five or six miles
wide, have been burned over ; and according to
ons gentleman, well acquainted with the dis.
tricta, tho smoko of bush fircs has asconded fromn
almost overy square milo of territory from Lako
Nipissing to tho Sovern. The magnitudo of the
loss must thereforo have Leen great, and not
improbably quito oqual to that alung the Ottawa,
Yet somo almost place it as low us ono million
dollars. That figure may not bo too small on
the loweat calenlation of tho value of the uncut
troes to tho lunbering companies.  But the ac-
tual valuo may be four or five times as wmuch,
Along tho north shore of Lakoe Hurun the dam.
ago from firo has not bevn 8o great as it was
supposod to bo during the provalenco of the fires,
but this may apply only tu the narrow strip of
territory traversed in summer by luinbenmen
and others. The total loss over tho whole
Provigco may bo variously estimated at from
ten to fifteen million dollars.

CUTTING DEAD 2RKES.

Much may yot be saved by promnpt cutting of
the scorched timber, and st of thotreesin tho
bumed districts are merely scorched. 1f theso
trevs bo cut down this winter the borer, which
invariably attacks dead trees in tho summer
seaxop, can do no harm, and they will bo suitable
for lumjer, but othorwise the timber will bo
rendered uscless. Tho cutting of theso trees,
situated in many instances where access and
removal are difficult, can not be axpectod, 80
that nosrly every ono of the few hundred thous.
and pinotroes burnod, more or less, last sumner,
may be considored a total lose.

THE ANNUAL LOsS DY FIRE.

The avorago annual loss Ly fire cannot well
be ostimated oven approaimately, and if one
million dollars bo roughly stuted ns an amount
more probable than anything lower, tho figures
1sge a8 they are, can scarcely bo considered too
high. The surveys of the new townships of
Bonfield and Boulter, of which notice has been
taken in tho Globe, reveal au aspect of the for-
it lands which is common almost overywhere
from tho Georgian Bay to the Ottawa., Two-
thirds of Bonfiold has been burned over at one
time and another within recent vears, while
Boulton has suffered from the sweeping away
of one-third of its forest. Tho ramo story is
told of all other parts of the pine country by
tho surveyors who have teaversed them.  Much
of this destruction has been done whero the
Tumberman and the trapper were, till recently,
tho only human beings wio traversed tio wilds,
When tho pinneer seltler entered the danger
ncreasd, and the pine hax only an oven chanco
of gurvival till the lumbermen can turn it to
cotamercial account.

EITINCTION OF THE JUMBER TRADR THREATENED,

Sottlements have now been formed in most
parts of tho pino country, and for twenty years
at tho present rate of progress there will xearco-
Iy bo the area of a township left unpenetrated
2y the hardy pioncer. Twenty years later the
fumber business may bo a thing of the past, so
‘ar ag Ontario is concerned, unless an efticient
system bo ndopted of protecting the foresta.
Already only the limited tract along tho west

Lstimato has been mado of tho

sido of tho Ottawn from Mattawan to ILake
Tomiscamingue, tho wilderncss, rapidly dimin.
ishing in arca, that lics betwoon tho county of
Poterborough and Lnke Nipissing, and o por-
tion of tho north shoro district arc yet unbroken
by scttlement. Half, perhaps much less than
half, of tho arca contains no pine of commercial
value; so that under the prosont system of
wasto, not only may an important sourco of
Governmout rovenuo bo groatly dimmished
within a decade or two, but ono of the leading
industrios of tho country will be crippled in its
competition with districts moro favoured by
abundance and casy accoss, The replanting of
trocs can do littlo to remody the mischicf, nsone
hundrod nnd fifty years aro roquired, so it is
said, for a pino to reach maturity. That length
of timo being noceasary to produco good market.
ablo timbor, it will Lo seen, if viewed in connce.
tion with the progross of se'  ent and the in.
croasing demand for lumber, that less than one
por cent. of our forest trees can be allowed to
bo cut down or burned if tho province hopes to
preserve & pormancnt lumber industry and a
Government rovonuo therefrom.
PROTECTION AGAINST YIRR.

In 1878 the Ontario Legislature introduced
Lottor regulations than therot~foro had been in
uze for tho provention of forest firce. The fire
district of Ontario, a8 constituted by the Act,
includos a large area; the boundary in the
southern part oxtonds from Bruco Mines along
the north shoro and the Georgian Bay to Mid
land, then across Lake Couchiching to thirty
miles north of Kingston, whers it turns north.
ward to Allumette Jaland, and follows the
course of the Ottawa to Lako Temiscamingue,
In this district fires aro placed under consider-
ablo Jegal restriction. No firois to bo kindled
in or within half s mile from the woods, between
tho 1st of April and 1st[of November, except
for clearing land, cooking, obtaining warmth,
or somo industrial purpose. In building any
euch fires a locality is to bo sclected whero there
is tho smallest quantity of vegotable matter,
dead wood, branches, brushwood, dry leaves,
or resinous troes.  Tho place where tho fire is
to bo lighted isthen to boe cleared of all dead
vegetation for & space of ten feet around, and
avery caro 18 to bo taken to prevent the firo
from spreading, and it must be axtinguished by
the parties kindling it bofors they leave the
apot. The pains and penaltiesof tho Act lie on
tho head and pocket of lum whothrows or dropa
a burning match, tho ashes, of a pipe or a light.
od cigar in this sixty thousand-square-milo-tin.
der-box. Tho wadding of a fircarm must also
be looked after or tho law will pounce down on
the neglectful sportsman.

CAMPING PARTIES,

Ono soction of the Act bears severely on some
of tho partics who lesve Torunto and uther
towns for an outing near tho northern waters,
Whether such parties consist of one or more
porsons thuy ronst heve a rocogmized head, if
for no other purposs than the purposes of this
Act.  Such head must carry a copy of tho Act
with hun among his other baggage, and once a
week must call his men together and read the
Act aloud 1n thewr hearing, and also oxplan it
to them. If a man go out alono, it is presumod
that ho will call himsaclf together and read the
Act aloud—a wise provision of the law for the
ovolution of Ilnwyors, clergymen and stump
orators. It would be igteresting to know how
manv ploasure parties have observed thisscction
and escaped hability to tho penalty of &0 and
costs, or three months in gaol imposed for its
violation.

An important section refers to the locomotive
engines passing through tho fire district. Such
ongines must havo alt the most approved and
elticient mneans of preventing the escape of fire
from tho furnace or ash.pan, and the smoke
stack is to bo provided with a bonnet or sercen
of iron or rteel wire notting, containing in cach
squaro inch cloven wires each way at right
angles to cach othor.  The duty of sccing that
theso appliances aro used is espocially given to
the driver of tho locomotive. Tho penalty for
contravention of the Act is fitty dollars and
costs of prosecution, and in the caso of railway
companies ene hundred dollars and costs for
cach offenco ; this Intter penalty to bo recovered
Ly suit in any court of competent jurisdiction.
Every suit for recovery of a peanlty must be

commenced within threo months after the con-
travention complained of,
THE LAW A DEAD LETTER.

A every ono wxquainted with tho forost
terntory known, this Act is almost a dead
Ietter. Tho reason is that practically no one is
responnible for ita reinforcoment.  Succeasful
proseention of a suit entitles the complainant or
Prasccator to one-half of the fine and costs, and
whilo any person can appear as prosccutor, tho
duty is said to attach specinlly to Crown Laund
Agonts, Woods and Forest Agonts, Froo Grant
Agents, and bush.rangers.  Theso mon are un.
likely to incur the odium of instituting a prose.
cution which may bring them a dircct pecuninry
benofit, Tho samo thing has been tried in the
liquor law and found wanting. Tho difficulty
is increarcd by nnother cause, In theso eparse-
ly settled districts it is not casy to discover the
offender in ono case out of n dozon, for the
Govermmnent agents aro not numerous, while the
bush.rangers, whose dutics are the measurement
of tho ties cut by tho lumberers, nocessarily do
their work in the winter, and in summer attend
to private business.

A JIORE EYPICIENT LAW REQUIRED,

Tho remedy may partly lio in investing Crown
Land or Free Grant agents with power on dry
seasons to prohibit the kindling of clearing firce,
and at all times in tho surminer months to require
overy party about to start o firo to first obtain
written permission.  Bush rangors should bo
moro numerous, and thoir epecinl duty in sum.
mer should be to constantly scour their districts
in search of fres. In this way ovory party
canjing out would bo known to the rangers,
and it would bo camparatively casy to fix any
contravention of tho Act on the right parties.

Tho regulation regarding locomotives might
bo made to apply throughout the whole Pro-
vince, for the past season’s record shows that
somo of the mnst destructive fires occurred be-
yond the firo district, and wero caused by sparks
from passing engines.

Tho hopo is expressed that the Government
will instruct its agents to make full roports of
the extent of tho damage dono by fires duging
tho p.ast scasan, and tho causes, a8 far as can bo
ascertained, of each fire.—Globe.

THE GREAT FOREST FIRE,

A DISTRESSING TALE FROM THE BURNT MICHIGAN
DISTRICT BY A FORMER PETERBOROUGH 3MAN.
Tho following lstter appoared in the Peter-

borough REvIEW:—

Drar sin,—Having received a number of
communications from old friends from Petor.
Lorough and other localities since tho fire of
September ith, in regard to our welfaro and the
particulars in regard to tho fire, and as the im.
pression is quite genoral that we were burned
up, allow mo thruugh the columns »f yuur paper
to state that such is not the caso.  Myself and
family were all burnt moro or lese, but thanks
to the, Great Ruler of the Universo, our lives
wero saved, while others all around us perished
in the flames, overy thing that we had was con-
sumed, not one dollars worth was saved axcopt
what wo had on our persons and even that was
torn from our backs to eavo us from burning,
Wo sought, refuge in a corn-field and remained
thero from 1 until 6 o’clock p.m., with the airso
heatod and the smoke so denso that breathing
was very difficult. Qur only relief was lying
with our faces on tho ground and covering our-
selves with the grain stocks. Lot ino hero state
that thero aro hundreds of people in tha burned
district to.day that are losing their hair by
reason of tho extremo heat. At times it was
as dark ns night, and tho darkness was the cause
of many doathy, as tho people could nut see the
way to excapo from the flames, Tho fire reached
my place avout 1 o'clock, and was one broad ox-
tended sheet of flame as far as tho oye could
reach, aud as it wos bluwing a galo at tho tine,
it travelled a distance of twenty ono milesin less
that one hour and swept everything before it,
leaving  death and destitution in its wake.
There were thousands of acres of 1and upon
which it did not leavaa hiving thing of any kind,
not even ono xplint of grass,  Mr, editor, could
vou havo travelled over that spaco of ground on
the following day, you would have witnessed
somo of tho most heartrending scenes that it is
possible for the eye to behold.  Whole families
clustered together, «ome burned to a cinder and

others partially burned, writhing and Kroaniny
in thoir agony, crying and begging for relief,
when death alono was thonly relief poasible f.p
them. Such my friends wero some of the xeenes
witneased by thoso that were so fortunate ax (.
0avo theirlives, and which hasleft an imprexsiog,
upon thoir minds that timo will never ey,
As rogards our present welfaro I may way that
wo have ““thanks to the good people of wyr
land " enough tu eat and clothes enough towegay
at present.  Tho groat trouble will bo to get
feed for our horses, ns thero is not any in thy
country and it will havo to bo ehipped from 4
distauce and in all probability many will perixh
for want of it. DBy inserting tho above you wij
confor o great favor.
T remain yours &e.

HENRY LAWSON,

Bad Axo, Michigan, Nov. 7th, 1881.

THE FORESTRY WORK OF THE TENTH
CENB8US.

Up to the presont timo thero has been but »
vaguo concoption of tho extent and value of ong
of the most important sources of the prosperity
of the United States. It scoms tho more
strango when it is considercd that this great
item in the nation's axsots is not buried in the
oarth, like its mineral wealth, but stands
proudly on the surface, like & mighty host, scen
of all men., Tho cntiro welfaro of a country s
moro identified with tho forests that cover it
than with any other featurc of the carth's rur.
faco. The trees are tho kindest friends of the
s0il ; thoy are the guardiansof its fertility : they
protect tho ficlds from devastating floody, and
cherish tho springs that feed tho streame,
Without them tho land becomes an arid desert,
and its peoplo aro debased to barbarism and
poverty.S Great desolated tracts in Asin, Africa
and along tho castern Mediterranean were nuco
blooming and garden like, but when tho trees
were cut away tho dryads avenged themnsclves.
Therofore it is fitting that in the grand taking
nocount of stock in tho national atorchouso that
occurs every doecade, the forost wealth of the
country should at last bo accorded its proper
place.

Although the statistics concerning the forests
of most of the European countries are gencrally
full and accurate, tho institution of tho forestry
division of the 10th census of the Umted States
forms the first attempt to obtain such informa.
tion by means of the census work of any country,
In laying out tho work of his burcau, Gen.
Francis A. Walker, the superintendent of the
census, decided to undartako an investigation
into tho extent of the forest covering of the
country as related to agriculturo; intu the
forest wealth as related to manufacture, to rail-
way transportation, and to the domestic sup)ly
of fuel ; and into tho operations of the lunler
ing industry as pursued in the principal districts
of cutting and export. Tho scopo of the inves-
tigation comprises tho chief characteristics of
the forest flora of cach section of the country,
an account of the various woods in the adaption
to industrial and domestic uses, and the methuwds
in voguo in tho various parts of tho country for
tho protoction or restoration of tho furest
growth.~—Sylvester Baxter in November Atlantic.

A Long Trestle,
The Chattanooga T'imes says :—Flotcher Wos-
senberg & Co. have been awanded tho contract
for building a trestle acrozs Lake Pontchartran

and approaches. The trestle will bo twenty-
ﬁvome]cs long, and tho contractors bind them-

sclves to finish it in ono year.

Tho contract is tho largest _timber contract
over beforo awarded in tho south. It will am
ount to at least 1,250,000, Thirty million fiet
of lumber and soventy-fivo car loads of belts,
1,500,000 pounds will be used in building this
trestle.  All timbers which will go in water
will be creosoted ; creosoto works will be crected
at onco noar tho lake at a cost of 875,000.

Tha works aro on the line of the New Orleans
and North-Eastemn railway, tho extronxion «f
the Vicksburg and Mefidian railway to New
Orleaus. Thorest of tho work is now under
contract, as well as tho road from donme to
Shrevoport, and is to bo finished within a yesr,
at which time the Erlanger ayatem, eatending
from Cincinnati to Shrovepmt and New Orleaus
will Lo intact.



