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THE ENGLISH TIMBER SUPPLY.

Th) following bit of cheery information
reac] ed us from Liverpool in the early part of

the 'reek ; in fact, it appeared iv the Literpool
Jounal of Commeroe on Monday Iaat, and from
& meruantile point of +ew it is worth ropoating :
‘* It may bo taken as & sign of returning pros-
perity that on Savurday and ycstorday no fowor
than 00 vessels of various sizes, aggrogating
upwards 57,000 tons, left the Mersey., As o
further indication of the improved state of
things, it may be mentioned that tho crews of
no fewor than elaven vessels will sign articles
to.day.” , This is very pleasant reading as re-
gards shipping, but we are sorry to say the
timber business of Liverpool scems to have
derived no benefit from it, as the public sales
continue to be unremunerative, and from the
very circumstance that has imparted life and
activity to the shipping business,

We lately noticed that there had been an ox-
ceasive importation into Liverpool—in fact, the
the number of timber.laden ships arriving there
one week exceeded the London list for the sama
period, and all these arrivals had to get out of
port again, if they did not mean to Iay up for
the winter there, It s, however, a tavorable
symptom that it was worth their while to clear
out; anad i may be assumed that many of them
had cargoes, or were under the charter to load
elsewhere,

The wood market 1s not, however, by any
means brightenisg in Liverpool. It seems
unable to rally against the heavy importation
of Southern pire, which at the public auctions
can be bought either hewn or sawnm, of fine
lengths and sizes, at an average of about 14d,
per foot. Ono solitary lot at Messrs, Dobell’s
sale a fortnight back, 20 to 23 in., fetched Ie.
6d. per foot, but 60 to 66 ft. long by 17 in., no
piece cubing less than 120 it went for 1s. 03d.,
and the pine deals fetched only 10d. per cub,
foot, which is no more than £6 17s. 6d. per
Petersburg standard, a price hitherto unheard
of for that kind of gcods. As to spruce deals,
of which we have heen taught to expect a short
supply this fall, bidders would not listen o the
voice of ths charmer however wisely he may
bave urged them to sieze the opportunity,
Best sizes—only one lot of 3x11—went as high
as £0 178, 6d.—and 16 feet Sx9 sold at £5 15, 5
nothing elss fetched more than £5 10s., except
a couple of lots, 3x12 to 19, good lengths, which
wont at £6 17s. 6d. and £5, that on a favorable
market would have besn thought cheap at £8.
Thesa were from Bridgewater, N. S, put
another cargo, afterwards offered by Messrs.
Mackay, froem 8t. John, N. B., fared no better,
as nothing ached beyond £6 17s. 64, The
birch timt.. .t up was also greatly neglocted,
aud logs that even less than six months ago
would have brought 2s. 4d. per foot, 17 to 23 in.
deen, could not be forced higher 1s. 93d., and
nothing of les  mensions reached within 3d
per foot of the  ce. A large portion of these
cargoes were r..orved, the selling brokers not
feeling justified in making such sacrifices,
especially as the influx of timber-laden ships
had abated.

Our correspondent furnishes a clue to this
evident ‘disinclination to buy on tho part of the
dealers, Though regarding with satisfaction
the subsiding of importation, he ndded, ““there
is a probability that we stand no small chance
of being overstocked with nearly every des
oription of wood goods, and it is only by
vestricting the supplies as far as possiolo that
the contioued downward courso of tho market
can bo arreated.” The conviction on the mind
of ¢he trade is that thoy are powerless to con-
trol the importation, and must take their
chance, The mice in council were unsnimous
in their resolution that they ought to * bell the
cat” if they would render their lives more
enjoyable. But how wasit to badono? Thoy
could not get over that. In like manner thoy
may resolve in Liverpool not to ordor another
cargo till the present heavy importation i3
cleared away. ‘Che cargoos would come for-
ward all the same_for that, if the ehippers had
more stock on hand than thoy choose to hold
over the winter. In Rrastol too, which is not
complaining of an overburdened market, spruce
doals sre in 10 better demand than at Liverpool,
for even there at Mcsers, King's sale, on 23rd
past, St. John spruce in no case wont so high as

FL‘? per standard, aud a carge from Pugwash
wont at and under £6, which was the higheat
price for 3x9 and 10 regulars. .

It is evident from these statistica and the
report of the Londonmarket that if, as wo atill
hope, goneral trado is improving, the timber
soction of it does not manifest much confidence
in the movement, S8pecial goods may here and
thore be scarce, and therefore obtain special
prices, but for those in common use and to be
had everywhere thoy are expected to go as
bargains at tho publio sales, and too often they
do so. It may be remarked, while on this
topic, that if importation is somewhat dimin.
ishing on the west conat, it can hardly be pro-
nounced 8o ots the eaat coast. Hull, at all
ovents, shows no diminution in the ratio of
arrivals; and though we have recently had
strong winds from the south and westward,
which kept Baltic sailing shipe back, the
smount of timber goods delivered into Hull
during the weok lasi recorded was about 18,000
loads ; and the next Board of Trade returns
may tell another tale of increased importation
all around. But the summer is now over, and
0o more sailing shine will leave this country to
croes the Atlantic outward for timber lading
this year, Nevertheless those already in the
timber ports, and on their way out for tieir fall
cargoes, may form & preity considerablo fleat ;
and a few advonturous *samers, whose owners
or commanders are impatient of a long winter
before them, may still strike out for another
voyage to Nova Scotia or the bay of Fundy,
with the hope of gotting back sgain quite as
soon as the mailing ships which may be now
more than halfway out on their second voyage.
But, as graiu freights are better now than they
have been since last winter, there are not likely
to be 80 many scekers for timber cargoes as
usual at this time of year. The quotation for
wheat from New York to London on Thursday
was 43d. per bushel, equal to 15s, 10d. per ton,
or more than double what it was two months
ago, But, as we have before obaerved, timber
freightado not appear to be affected by those of
grain, albeit acrss Lhe same ocean ; and the
letter of our Stockholm correspondent last week
shows that in the Baltic no zdvance can be
eatablishod, as thus :—

“ With the advent of autumn there has usual.
Iy been au increass in the freight rate for wood
goods from the north of Sweden, commensurate
with the enhanced risk of navigating the
Baltic and the Gulf of Bothinia at that season,
Neither last year nor this, so far, has this oc-
curred, but on the contrary tonnage can at this
moment probably bo had cheaper than at any
previous period this year.”

This was written within the last fortnight,
and it may bo taken as significant of tho grest
levelling power of steam in ocean navigation.
Though warned by the shortening days and the
stormy weather lately experienced that winter
is not far off, it atill continues to ply from land
to land in tho timber trade with a vigour and
porsaverance that is only its own opponent.
Wind.power with which the world did very
woll for some 6,000 years, is now nowherein the
race, and is also under the disadvauntage of hav-
ing its acale uf reimbursement regulated by its
moro ateadily powerful competitor.

Our aforesaid correspondont also adinoniahies
the trade of the probabilities likely to mark the
close of tho roason in Sweden. He coincides
with tho opinion which he considers to be pre-
valent on this side and out there, that very few
cargoes on consignment will be sent to London
this fall. But he qualifies his assent to this
view of the situation, and limits it to bright
goods, obscrving that **no doubt realization by
auction will bo resorted to for getting quit of
goods that have jecn discoloursd by tho late
bad weather.” A very comprehensive phrase,
by the by, a sort of multum in parve, which is
very suggeative, Can wood godds in Sweden
suffer more by exposuro to the weather than
they do in the open at ourown Surrey Commer-
cial docks? Yot a apell of rainy days, after
they give place to a fair proportion of dry
ones, are no longer remembered in the auction
rooms as prejudicial to the gecent piles of deals
which are submitted to their bidding, When
wo talk of goods discoloured by westher the
ides that comes uppermost is that thoy must

have been lying a yoar or two in some out-of-

the way corner, ill-drained and badly ventilated.
Tltey sometimes cowne to inarket, it is trus, dis.
coloured ex ship. but it is from lying long in
the hold on account of detention on the voyage
by accident ar wreck, and **sold for the benefit
of the underwriters,” often very littlothe worse
for the ordeal they have gone through, and only
uominally * dsmaged.” But as the writer
says that & very great quantity of mixed and
3rd redwood has been damaged 1n the manner
indicated between Gefle and Sundswal, we may
expoct that our market will yet be aupplied
protty liberally from that region before the
season closes. Nor must it be forgotten that
the low rate of freight is a standing tempta.
tion.

Buat through all theru 18 obeervable, if not au
absoluts improvement in trade, a far better
spiritin its conduct, and an abatement of that
nervousuess which has been visible about it for
rany months past. The decline in prices wan
not all to the disadvautage of trade, for nothing
has been o much in its favor as the continued
cheapnoes of monuy, Nothing else saved us
from s serious crisis, and now the fear of any
rapid increase in the bank rate is no longer
visibla, It is very unusual to pass though
autumn without it, but it is not apprehended
now to any uncomfortable degree, and the
speech of the Chancellor of the Exchequer at
Salisbury will tranquilize many anxious minds
about the disturbance of the European equilib-
rium in the Enaat,

It would not surprise us to see an important
change for the better in trade throughout the
realm to take its rise frum the presentdate;
out there are many important political questions
presaing for solution besides those of our foreign
rolations.—Timber Trades Journal,

TWO OPINIONS.

The Chicago Inter-Ocean, taking its cue from
the recsnt convention of the Lumbermen’s
Associaticn of the Northwest, discussed in an
article published shortly afterward the caugse of
the over-production of lumber of which the
members of the association complained. The
Intes-Uccan concludes that in no business has
there besnt more improvement in what may be
callod the manufacturing processes than in the
lumber business and aays :—

‘“All tho ingenuity of the inventive snd
practics! minds in the Juinber trade has heen
directed to the improvement of mill machinesy
aud to the perfection of schemes looking to the
transportation of logs and lumber. Wide dis-
tricts of timber land have been purchased with
a view to the iransportation of logs from the
point of growth to places where mills could be
advantageously located. Timber lands bhave
been bought on streams and rivers or on rail.
ways, and mills have been located at points
within easy reach of the murkets.

“In the gathering of logs all the energies
have been directed to the speedy cutting and to
the means of easy transportation to the mill.
Lumbermen have combined to bring about a
system in logging that is almost perfect. They
have made tho sexsons to come to thesr aid, and
have thought raore of getting logs to the mill
than of the future of the lumber business. They
have devoted all their energies to stripping the
Iands of timber, and have given very little
attentign to the future of the lands after the
timber has been taken from them. They have
succeeded in reducing logging to a science; but
this is only one step, the first in a business
which in the Northwest is scarcely socond to
any other. :

“In the old times the saw mills, pushed to
their beat, could not supply the demand The
demand of courseincreased with the settlement
aud improvement of the country, but it has not
incroased as rapidly as the supply. The saw
mills of the lumber regions of to-day are as
mauch in sdvance of the saw mills of 30 years
ag0 a5 are tho perfocting presses of tho dsy in
advance of the first rotary presses. People who
get their ides of the saw mill from the catab.
lishments outside of the luinber regions have
little idea of the cspacity of the mills in which
lumber is mavufactured. One of the great
mills in the“~Michigan lumber disteict will
handle from 1,000 to 1,500 logs every day,
The mills will probably average 5,000 logs a
week or 20,000 logs & month,  All the ingenuity

and energy of the lumberman has heen directy
to the quick handling of theee logs or the ni
turnins of the rough material into lumbe
They have so far succeeded that each mill u
turn out fromn 80,000 to 110,000 feet of lamhe,
every diy. Every contrivance that can aid iy
men in haundling and turning out lumber b,
been pusied to wonderful perfection.

It in little wonder that with eo many
these great mills tearing away every day (S
should be a tremendous supply of lumber. 1
18 little wonder that when lumbermen come {,
gether they should consider meara by which ity
supply can be regulated to suit the demapd,
The manufactuling capacity is, through ente.
prise and ingenuity and gnergy, going beyou
the demand. The capacity will remain e
same for a good many years. It will not beia.
croased as rapidly asin the past. becauso thue
is loss enthusissm now in the matter of invest.
ment in lumbering ventures. With a fijn
minded policy on the part of luinbernen the
queation of supply and demand will regulateit.
self, but the whole mstter of turning pine for.
eats into Jumber will alwaya remain one of the
most intercating features in tho busine~ devel-
opment of the Northwest.”

What the Inter-Ocean says of improved
methods und processes is true, but thess have
increased the suppiy of timber as well asthe
mills. The logging railroad has wrought
groat chauge in the work in the waods, bring.
ing tracts of timber that were thought unavail-
able, hecause too far from water, within reach
of the improved gangs and circulars, Snow was
once regardid as obeolutely indispensivle for
lumbering operations, but naw no dependence
is placed upon it. In freezing weather the
lumberman makes hisown roads by the use of s
sprinkling cart and keops them alwaysin the
best condition, and if his haul be too long for
profitable use of teams he constructs a milresd
from his tunber to the nearest available
stream, )

It is true that the lumber business had not
been reduced to a science, except as the pro-
duction of lumber is concerned. The business
has not been reduced to the conditions of s
stable and legitimate industry even, and probe-
bly will not be until the ¢ .p of timber planted
by the beneficient hand of nature shall have
been entirely removed and the inhabitants of
the new world shall begin to cultivate and care
for trees as they do other productions of the
wil. The lumber businese &5 at present con-
ducted is to a great extent a speculativo under-
taking. The lumber is in the woods and if it
can be got upon the market and disposed of in
large enough quantities fortunes can be made
almost as rapidly as in fortunate speculations
in Wall strect, or lucky strikes in gold mining.
Men who were mill laborers ten anli fifteen
7ears ago have retired with princely fortunes or
remain in the trade to become millionaires over
aud over, Noue of them has thought of creat.
iog & great industrial establishment to be hand-
ed down to his family into the third and forth
goneration, The thought of obtaining vast
landed estates the timber of which should be
prudently havested and .oade a perpatusl
source of revenue to the Jatest generations has
not entered into the thought of the lumbermen.
They have looked upon the trees on the land
they purchased as » present available asset to
be as speedily as possible converted into cash,
and thousands of sacresafter teing stripped have
been allowed to revert to the atate. The policy
of the lumberman has been the same as that of
the miner, to get out as large an amount of the
precious stuff as poasible, make their atake and
get out of the business, There has beon much
competition in the business and always will be
until the pine lands hecome 80 limited in extent
as to fall into A comparatively few handsand a
mounoply con be created. Until that time shall
come a single association will not be ablo to
dictate the amount to be cut each yesr -
Zumberman's Gazelle. )

We gurrantee the speedy, painlesssud per-
manent oure, without knife, caust!o or salve, of
the largest plle tumors. Pamphlet'and refer-
enoces sont for two Jetter stampa.  World s Dis-
pensary Medioal Amoolation, 853 Malo Btrset
Baffelo, N Y.
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