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an agent can be sent over during the present
swmmer, asdistance can e obtained for the
ercetion of buildings und carrying on the Mis-
sion efficiently,

The Committe would recommnend the Synod
to avail themselves of the liberal otfer, and
send the Rev. Willian King to Ireland, Scot.
Tand and England, for the purpose of mising
funds to be applied in the crection of permas
nent buildings and other purposes connected
with the cticient carrying on of the Mission.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON
UNION.

The Committee an Union beg leave to re-

art that they met with the Committee of
I,Juilc'! Presbyterian Church at Toronto, on
the cighteenthh day of Augast last, and con-
tinued their deliberations during that and the
following day.

There were preseat on behalf of the United
Presvyterian Church Dr. Wi “Taylor, (con-
veuer,) De. Jenniugs, Messes, Thoraton, Keae
veldy, Aitken, Skinner aud Gibson, ministers

Ui belndf of the Presbyterian Church of
Canada there appesret Mesees, Ure, (cone
vener,) Seott, Fraser, Gregg, Roas and  Laing,
ministers; Me<s 8 detfrey and Heron, elders,

The Rer, W. Aitkens was ealled to the
clustr,  ‘The conveners mid on the table their
instructions feam their respective Synods,

The Committee proceeded to framen ** Basis
of Uuion.” and came w agreenment ou the fol-
lowing articles:—

1. Of Haly Scripture~—~That the Scriptures
of the Old and New Testaments, being the in.
spired Word of God, are the supreme aud in-
fallible rule o€ faith aad life.

1L, Of the Subnrdinate Standarde—That the
Westminster Confession of Faith, with the
Largee and Shorter Catechisms, are received
by this Clurch as her subordinate standards,
and a3 exhibiting the sense in which the Holy
Seripture is to be understood.

But whereas certain sections of the said
Confession of Faith, which treat of the power
or duty of the Civil Magistrate, 2uve been ob-
jected to, as teaching principles adversze hoth
to the right of private judgment in religious
mattes, aud to the prerosatives which Curist
has vested in His Church, it is W ve under-
stood:

1. That no interpretation of these sections
is held by this Caurch, which would inte fere
with the fullest forbearanice us to any difer-
ence of opiniun wlhich sy prevail on the
queistion of the endowment of the Churehby
the State.

2, That no interpretation of these scctions
can be reccived by this Church which won'd
accord to the Stite any authority to violate
that liberty of conscience and right of private
judgment which are aserted in chap, Xx. icc
2 of the Coufesrion; and in accordance with
the statements of which, this Church holds,
that every person ought o be at full liberty
W search the Scriptures for himself, and to
follow out what hie conscicutiously Lelicves to
Le the teaching of Scripture, without let or
hindiance,

3. That no interpretation of these sections
can be received Ly this Church, which would
admit of any interference on the part of the
state with the spuritual independence of the
Church, as set forth in chap. xxx. of the Con-
fession,

11l Of the lHeadship of Christ over the
Church.—~That the Lond Jesus Christ is the
only King aud ilead of Ilis Cliurch; that he
has made her free from all external and seca-
lar authority in the administration of her
affiirs, and that she is Loend o nesert and
defend this liberty o the utmost, and ought

20t 10 enter into any tuch engagements with

any party as would be prejudicial thereto,

,their instructions

forbid their aclmowleldging

V. OFf the Headship of Christ over the Na- it now in that character.

tions, and the Duty of the Civil Myistrate —
‘Phat the Lord Jesus Christ ns Medistor, i in.
vested with universalsovereigaty, anid is there.!
fore King of nationa: and that all wen, in!
every capacity and relation, are bound to obey

His will as revealed in His word; and particu.

larly, that the Civil Magisteate (including un~’
derthat tern, all who are inany way concerned’
in the Levislative or Administrative action of
the State.) i+ bound to rezulate his oflicial pro-

cedure, as well a4 his personal conduct, by the

revealed will of Chirist, to bow to the author.

ity of Christ a3 Kine of nutions, and conduet

his whole administration aceording to the die \
tates of the word of o, whilie he does not

interfere with the religious liberty of indivi ¢
duals, and has respect to their conscientions’
convictions,

All of winch is respectfully subunirted. .
Rongsr Uk, Convener.

REPORT OF THE COMMITIEE ON TIE
STATE OF RELIGION,

Your Committee have no epecial information
to communicate to the Synod relative to the
stiute of religion in the Churel, so that tlie Re.
port iy be regavded merely as 1 means of
calling the Synod's attention to the subjeet
rathet than ne a channel of information. There
was embodied in kst year’s report the sub-
tance of answers from corresponding members
to certuin gquertes on pants connected with
the state of religion, and on the prominence
wiven to seligions oxercises at the ordinary

V. Of Church Government.—That the svaimeetings of Presbhyteries—the holding of ape-
tom of polity exhibited in the « Wetminater cial conferences or meetings for payer by
Form of Government,” in 40 fac ad it Lays down  Preshyteries in rezard to the state of religion

the privciples of a4 plarality of Elderstor cteli] the ox

congeeation th ofli il equility of Peedhy
ters who minister in wo-d and doctrine, with-
ont any offisers in the Church snperior to
said Preshytera; anl the unity of the Chareh,
in adue saburdivtion of a smatler part to a
larger, and of 2 hirges to the wh o, 3 the
Goverameat of this Clireh, and is, in the
features of it therein set furth, helieved by
this Church to be foanded o0, and agrecable
to the ward of Gol,

VI.—0f Worshin.—Thatthe orlmances of
warship shall be administered in this Church,

cnt ta whitel dhe holding of Vrestsy-
terial visitations and missonay meetings i3
practice l—the amount of attention given to
the instraction of the young—the mannerin
whicl the duties of the cllerdin are generaliy

perfurmted—an which points the information
L then presented showed, that all the ondinary

mectings ot Presbyteries were opened with &
scason of devotional exercises, and in the case
of two Preshyteries sermons were preached at
their ordinnry mectings—that special confer-
ences on thie state of religion ad been held by
four Preshyteries, and a special prayer meeting

a3 they have hieretofure heen, by the respective
Lodiesof which itis compused, in 2 general ac.
cordance with the directions containel in the
Westminster Directory of Warship.

Such is the statement of principles and arti-
cles which the Cam:ittee drew up, and which
they agreel to snlenit to their respective Sy
nods us a Basis of Uniun, :

relative to the subject by one Presbytery—that

riodical visitations to the congregations witis.
in the bounds were made by one Presbytery,
and annual missionary mectings held Ly all
the Preshyteries of the Church but one—that
a cousiderab e amount of attention wus given
to the instruction of the younyg by Sublath
Schoa's, Bible Classes, and anuual seasons of

There are two notes in velation to article
1V. which were presented by the Committee
of the Uuited Peeshyterian Church, and which
at their request were inswrted in the minutes
of the pracedure of the joint Committee, It
is to be underatood, however, that these nates
farm no part of the propoded hasia.  They
were submitted, not as adlditions to the fure-
gning articles, but with the twofoll view of
eadeavoring to ramove misapprehensions as to
the pasition which had heretofore been asum.
el iy the United Preshivtenian Church on the
subject of Christ's Headship over ilie natione,
and next, to protect the Cumnmittee of that
Canrch feom any chiarge of laving exceeded
their instructions,  Tae following arc the
notes on the article referrel to:—

1. That the first part of it (article IV.) hav.
ine relation to Christs Heulship over the
nationz, has always been one of the things
mnst surely believed and most firmly main.
tained by the United Preshyterian Church,
while at the sama time she has constantly and
carcfully guarded against the practical infer-
cence drawn feom it by sane, that Christ, as
King of nations, delezates his power to earthly
Kings—that they are in any sense his vice-,
gerentd, or that nagisteriat interference in,
matters purely of a reliivus nature is a me-
dism theough which Chirist exercises the an.
thority with which, as King of nations, he is
investel.

2 Thatthe second part of thisarticle having

reference to the duty of the Civil Magistrate, YOURS,

is to be uaderstood as simpiy expressing what
the Committee of the Unitel Preshyteriau
Clinrcht believe to e the general sentiments
tield by that Church on the subject, fur uo
Jdeclaration of sentiment regarding it has been

Catechising, but that the visiting of families Ly
(the elders, and the practise of parental cates
rchising, were much neglected.  The Commite
(tee did not this year thiuk it necessary to
“repeat the querics, but have simply endea-
1vored 1o ascertuin how far the recotumenda.
jtions of the Synod of last year have beenacted
‘on.  And liere thiey have to report that twe
additional Presbyteties, viz, thode of Ottawa
jand London, have adopted the practice of
vmaking periodical visitations to the congre.
gations under their care,  The correspundent
yirom the Preshytery of Ottawa says, that
,about the half of the congregativns wathin the
“hounds have been so vidited during the pust
year, and that the remaindes, it is intended
yWwill be visited during the current year.  Re-
ispecting the nature of the visitations, he re.
jmurks, that the Preshytery not ouly ascer
tains the #tate of the congrogations in resprect
o taaporalitics, but makes diligent juquiry
Jinto the state of religion,  In the Prabytery
s of London, cighteen congregatious hiave been
isited duiing theyear; and the corresponding
L - mber states, in relation to theie work, that the
result on the whole has been satisfactory, and
that in some instances, deciled good hus ac
crued, The practice ulso of haviug scruons
preached in connection with the ordinacy
meetings of Preshyteries. is adopted by two
other Presbyteries, viz, taose of Toiouto and
Muntreal, making now four Preshiyteries is
all, in which the custotn 18 obscrved,

The important practice of Catecliring the
scemis W be recciving lucreased atten-
uon. Frowm one Presbytery, it is stated that
* Ministers invarialily attend to catechising,
not only in Salblath Schools and Bible Clarees,
Lut also while visiting familics"—aud from
auother Presbytery, the writer says : It is be

required by her as a term of commuuion. and

licved that at any rate, atlention is bciu‘ mote



