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the i*irld.tlan a inajority of the French and Anierioan novels siIJce

the firfit edition of Voltaire.
True, wero I to Iaold -this article for a part of niy oreed, I wouid

argue as stoutly as any of thrnt, or as stoutiy as 1 was able, te, upholi
it. Why neot? If God laestoNws faith, alid bestows it fur the purpotio
of saviug the perseai to wlaoîn it is given, wbat eau ho the use of workS
of ahy namo or character ? Could I not argue tlrnt salvation is in then
gift, and by reasou of the gift; and homce the uttor profitlessness, of aL
dispute. about the rcst.

Yet'I greatly îad iaîost tcnaciously doubt this tlhoologty. It is one
lacax buit upon anotiior. G od noyver gave fiaithte any mnan, net even
iii the dayg of special gifts, as people now teacli. Ho gave thoin thon,
andhle gives thiemn now, somnetluing to beliovo-somethiug in whic'h thoy
inay exerei8e apd have faith. And the '-fruits of faith," or -the "1works
of faith," haeawy enrqi , and always required in accor.,
dance with the exprcsscd ihil of tue author of isalvation. Now, there-
fore,*Ie dig into the gloonxy sepuichro, and piere the coffln of an old
dootor of divinitv and find nothing, and timon try te, inake something
froni it, sems alino4t aiialogous te, a workless or non-obedient failla,
Sucllhiss soute have wia t presont numuber arong the popular. Whethor
a faith cf thai« unproductivo description is popular in heaven, wili, I1
trust, ho dctermned iu your mind ivith the leant possible delay.

If flot êourtcously, at least sincerely,
iD. OîI~ T

SI>EGULATION ON RELIGION.
There,.are:persor.s, whato professing a sineere love for truth, waiý4çr

froni ie by their owlî Spec *ulatiomis, and by inegloctiing t hat ealm aïaý
doliberate aplication. af the inid whichi is rcquired for aiding their

fdltll kou/d~g. It is thus, tjI!at, ini ail ages, mon have delkded
thlomselves, and led otliers astria, by putting.vague conceptions intie
place of truth. To.,eî:ery ccc -%vho would presorvo himuseif fro.m suchb
delusions, the gréat -and solen objoot of inquiry ought te, bo, upon what

greud bs o~nin~,hav ben frme? Iave tIîey been adducedfrolui'
a fuit and caudidJ investigation, muijjd do thcy rost * on sueh evidonce- as. i
siuffioiQut te sati4 ay; scund iuderst.aiditig that they are true? We
baye' an intere.stiug but, inclaueholy piicture of hiumai natw.w~leu we.
endoavour. to trace 4mcj iarincii)los.1y wilicl~ id(s of a seriou.q eharacter
are influenced, in .j1aus dcpartirag frein the sinmplicity cf the truth.
111 seme it wouldl n-ilPear tonriso fa-cm a love of Sinigularity, or a desirt


