
292 T{E CANADIAN DAY-STAR.

demus, thiat by the new birth lie ieans a change from lbadness to
goodness. Every one who knows that lie needs to he born again
has. the idea that, as lie is, hie is bad. In order thon to sec clearly
the nature of the new birth it is neccssary to sec in what man's
badness consists. What is the great cvii in human character?
Many persoas, wliea the neccssity of the now birth is first brought
under their notice are like Nicodemus, surprised, they 'inarvel.'
They look on thecir past life, they consider their relations to their
fellows around them, and, failing to sec that their conduct, as it
relates to, man, is stained with flagrant vices, thcy are astonished
exceedingl1y. But, dear reader, to, sec your badness consider some-
thing besîdes your relation to mnan, consider your relation to God;
you may bo amiable in your disposition, kind and obliging as a
neiglibour, and upriglit in your dealings with your fellov-xncn.
But what are you ia your relation to God ? Have you always
loved him suprcmcly ? iDo you now love hiiu most and best ?
The great blot on your cîxaracter is ungodliness. You have lived
without God, far from God. You do not love God; and yet to
love God is ' the first and great commandment.' Since you are
wrong here, nothing cisc is altogether as it ought to ho. Ail the
streams must partake of the character of the fountain. The cvii
in your character is that you do flot loue Cod. Now to ho bora
agrain is to be ehanged ia ail the principles and aimns of life; it is
to be adopted into the famnily of God, to become a child of God;
it is to have restored to the soul the filial disposition; it is
to ho broughit to love God-to bogin to love God. If' you love
God, you 'will love 'what God loves: you will love hioliness
and haie sin; you will love lis bouse, his people, his day, lis s-ir-
-vice, lis cause; you will love ail mon, bocause ho loves ail mn;
in short old tliing<,s wviil pass away; ail things will bocome ncw.

Let your attention bo now givon to the necessity of the new
birth. IlYe 31UST ho bora again." The nooessity of this change
Jesus teachies iu inost empliatie terns. "IVerily, -verily, I say
unto you, except a mtan ho bora acgain hoe cannot soc the kingdom
of God." Jesus k .,ows wliat hoavon is, and ho knoivs what the
heart of nman is; anîd bis enforcing the need of this change is as
xnuch as to say, tiat., as unconvcrted, mnan is unfit for heaven.

iDo not imagine that the necessity of the new birth is a doctrine
Wo ho proolainmcd ia hoathea countries, but unsuited to, people rcsid-
ing in countries, where the gospel is preachied. Jesus says, IlExcept
a iMani," any man, no matter where mnay ho lis birth-place, Ilho
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