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Rev. and dear Sir,
Application having heen frequently made to me, to fuenish
hints or directions respecting the construction of Churches, and
_the tagk, having been, in consequence, repeatedly imposed upon
me of wriling out the best suggestions which it occurred to e to
- offer, I.am prompted to put in print, once for all, (without think-
ing it necessary to guard against any imputation of giving imjpor.
tance to the matcrial to the prejudice of the spiritual edifice,)
a statement of some few standing ru'cs and general principles upon
this subject, to which reference cas, at any time, be nade, and
to give it circulation by the channel here adopted.

,The Church Society of the Diocese hasit in charge, through
the medium of a Committee appointed for the purpose, to prepare

. Plans and 1nstructions in a more complete and detailed form, for

* the erection of Churches, and matters are in train for the execu.
tion of this ohject, with the expectation of some aid from an ac-
eomplished Evglish architect, at present in New York®.  Some
highly usefisd :ocomnundations upon this suhject, have also been
already mide by a Commirtee of the Church Society in the
Divcese of Toroute, and tnay be seen in Nos. 37 and 38 of Vol,
xut, of ¢ e Church™ published in 1830,

“Itis something in a forns rather wore condensed and of the
simplest possible kind, that T now ofier to yoar attention und that
of the pavties wha imay be connected with you in the creetion of
Churches; and itis caleulated specially for thase cases, formirg
the grzat majority inthe Diccese of Quebee, in which the limited
nature of thé means ot command  renders it accessary 10 build
upon a huxrble seale and to adopt an unpretending plan, T abell
avaid all techuical ternis whatever, and shall emdeavor to make
myscl{ plointy and hamediately inteiiigible to persons without any
architectural attainmients,

T will prascise that, however lowly may be the edifice, it ought
10 he stamped to the eye, within and withont, with its appropriate
characler, muking ity at onve, o3 the e of God.  This ob-
jectiz notto Le atainad by an ambition of false and fantastic
ormunint, or a3 introduction of same pecaliar features of whatis
commanly culed Gotlne arvchitectuce, which conflict glaringly
with thostyle of the badtding in other vespects,  If we aftect
Gothic at all (which is incomparably the preferable style for
Church-arehitociure) we ought (o know a littie what we are
doing, ard to Lo consistent throughout,  There are some features
of this style which nro xo unlike what men have been accustomed
1o see iy Canada, that it sequires time even 10 reconcile their
minds to that which, with longer experiance, they find to be es-
aential to correet fite and te architectural propriety, and there are
some rathar showy getiic places of worship in our cities, which
are replete with  faalts, because secommodated in certain poiats,
to such prepossessions as are here noticed ¢ prepossessions  which
will bz gradually overcome by the perseveiing adoption of good
models 3—and the approlation of these will ultimately be the
habit of the public mind,—so that the time will arrive whesn it
will Be made o matter of general veproach to us if we should go
on builling Churches sueh as have heretofore been common in
these Colonies. There is a small and cheap work on Gathic

® M= Witls, who Lz published i that city 2 work on Ancient Eccle-
sizstica! Architectuze.

architecture, by Bloxame, which may be consulted with sdvan-
tage by persons engaged in such underiakings, snd thoxe to whom
it may he convenient to procure the Glossary of terms used in
Arclatecture, in 3 vols, 8vo. will find th:ere w rich and interenting
repository of informations  Brandon’s Paiikh Churches is also a
valuable work, Euch of these works is illustrated by engravinge,
But of'all these and of everything published in England upon the
subject, it is to be obzerved that even the simplest and most eco-
nomical specimens which they exhibit, are too costly for the
Missions in the woods of L. Canada, and that we must, from
stern necessity, forego « flen what is required to inake the structure
perfectly corvect and complete,  Let us, however, always so
caleulate oue means  beforehand, as to have the building, such as
it may be, finished and out of debe, when it is opened for use,
and so ready for Conseeration,—althotigh it shouid be necessary,
in vrder to gain these objects, to make some sacrifice of urchitec-
tural efleet.

In making the best approximation in our power to the erection
of good and Church.like buildings, I ventuze althiough with but sten-
der pretensions to any science in the matter, to recommend the
observance of tho fullowing rules,

1. PostrioN.  The Church should stand cast and west—the
place for the haly tahle being at the east end.

2. Matenriat. It will sometimes be found impossible in this
country, to build any other than a wooden Church—but every
effort should be used to build of stonet. Nextio stone, 1t is de-
sirable to build of brick. Whatever measure of assistance it may
be in my power to afford, through the bounty of Socicties in Fng-
land or otherwise, it will always be made much largerin the case
of & Church of substantial materials, than in thatof a woeodes one.

3. ProportioNs anD Roor, Nothing can be more vicious
in Church Architecture than a building too wide in proportion w
its length,  'I'he breadth ought not, properly, to e more or not
much more than one third of the length.,  Aund the Leight to the
caves, may he in about the same propostion to theleagth, with a
high root of steep pitch, which, if it can be accomplished, should
he left open internally to the top, with the rafters finished off in a
geemly, 1" not in an ornamental mannerf. A flat ceiiing must,
at any rate, be avoided.

4 Entrascre. The entrance may heat the west end—but a
norch on the south side, is of pleasing eflect and well adapted to
this climate, ‘The porch should have a pointed arch, and the door
which opens fram it into the Church should have the same. Its
roof should bear the snme proportion to its sidesand he placed at
the sameangle as in the case of the wallsand roof of the buildirg.

5. Sterrse.  In euch Churchies as are here chiefly in view,
a tower, with or without a spire, will be found too expensive, and
will ouly be built at a sacrifice of other objects of more impor-
tance, Where thingscan he done upon a scale admitting of towcr
and spire, means must exist to procure proper architectural plans.
If they are not after a good wodel, they have a very unfortunate
effect, In small Churches tor country Missions, a bell-galie will
be farpreferable, surmounted by across.  Specimens of bejl.gables
are secn in St. Matthew’s Chapel, Quebec, and in the Church at
Point Levi, /2 specimen of another kind, the only one <o far as
I have seen in Canada,§ is in the litle Church built by Mrs,
Christie for the Church of England %rench Mission at Sabrevois,
near St, John in the Diocese of Montrcal. It would be improved
by the addition of a small cross.

There is another simple and appropriate kind of steeple, or
rather bell.cot, placed on the middle of the building, the design of
which may be taken from the view of the Alission Church of

¢ Dublished by the Society for promoting Christian Knowledge.

t Orc of aur Bishops in Australiu has made it a rule to decline conse=
erating wooden Churehes, regarding them as mere temporary structures,
which must be superseded by Churches of a better descriptinn, when occa~
O S Eiveh of Pointe Levi affords, in th b

‘The Church of Pointe Levi affords, in this point, the only specimen in
L. Canada which can be sately followed. o v

§ Persous who kcep the files of the London Ilustrated news, may see a
very pleating specimen of adouble bell-gable or bell-cot, in the view given
g\g xhul g:‘t:)u:ch at Leverstock Green, near St. Albats, ina No. pubtished in

ov. 1849,



