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abandon a field once ocicupied only when the door scenied nbsolutely cloecd,
and when at the gaine tinme God in hi.i Providence -affbrded thein an epportu-
nity of making their escape. But necither of' these things took place in the pre-
sent instance. Up to the last moment of Mr. Gordon's if e, Eo far as we ean
learn, there was no indication that the ivay was closed aga%-nst fartier labour,;.
li-e had stili around him the people of that side of the i8land where lie livcd
amorig wvhom he was stili perniitted to labour-lie bad stili a great work te,
do in administering medicine, by whieh probably soine hundreds eof fives 'vere
saveci, and lie 'vas able te, give inany warnings to the living and speak many
words of' consolation to the dying, lvhich, accomipnnicd as thcy 'vere by bis fer-
-vent prayers, ivo know, froni the faitlirulness of' im. who bath promised, shall
net be in vain. And, at the last, dcath came in such a form bhat the alter-
native of' escape 'vas not afforded hitu. The blow 'vas so sudden, se, unexpect.
cd, and ceming, frein a distant quarter, no provision coula be mado against it.
So that, Iooking at the cireuinstances as they stand, we do not consider the~
31r. Gordon's case presoats a parallel to thio,,e in 'vhieh Missionaries have foIt
thernscives net only warranted, but absolutcly called, to seek anether sp'nere et'
labo ur.

Nýay, more, 'vo think that tho 'vholo circuinstances eof the case strongly la-
decatc tbat ho could net, ln flhithfulne.ss te his NIaster, bave Ieft bis sphere of
labours. For more tban three years lie had laboured there with searcely, if
ar.y moe, than the ordinary peril et' a Missienary ameng, savago tribes- ho,
had made decided progresýs in bis work--he lad gathered around him a nuin-
ber, vibo 'vere receiving Christian instruction, and soine eof themn witheut, doubt
favourably dispesed toward Christianiity. And upen what principle could hoe
desert bis post at sunob a crigi.q, se long ns any prospect remained of entinuing
bis labeurs la safety. But more than this, knewing the ideas eo' the natives
as te the connexion et' Christiaaity Nwi-fi diseuse, what weuld bave been tho
offeot, upon their uiinds, 'vhat the consequences as te the future progress et'
Christianity amont, thecm, if, after labeuring thrce yoars among thew, wlben
disease ut, length came ia sucb a fearful manner, ho bad lof't themi te, die with-
eut medicinal aid for their bodies, ar:d te perisb 'vithout hope for their seuls ?
We venture te, say that had ho doue se the Chbristian Church, aye, and many
a ivorldling, 'vho, may bo new ready te sncer at bis eathusiasm, would bave
cricd baî.The Soldier 'vho dcscrts bis post la the heur cf danger is brand-
cd witb inlàniy, and 've besitate net te say that frem the facts, se làt as known,
te us, our conviction is that biad Mr. Gordon deserted bis post-bis honoura-
bic, bis glerieus post, in the very van ef the Christian ariny-at that. tirne
and under these circumstanccs hoe weuld have beca dishonoured as a Soldier
eof the Cross. Ilighly as ive cstcened 31r. Gordon-inuch as 'vo hoped Promi
bis zeal, bis eareestness and bis diligence-and mucli as 'vo 'ould have donc,
te have retained bis labeurs on tho Mission ficld, wo weuld net afier ail that
lias happenied bave bad hlm, purchasc bis safety by leaving bis post ln such a
manner. The good Soldier prof'ers death te diblhenour, and the patriot mothor
has chosen that bier son should make bis lust bcd on the gory batflc-field, but
-with ne stain on bis naine, rather than that ho should. have breuglit dishoneur
upon bis country and his kindred lu the heur of trial. And 'vo besieve that the
heart eof the Ohureli 'vih decide, nay, that Nr. Gordoa's dearost friends, 'vhen
the first outburst ef sorrow is past, 'vili respend that it 'vas botter, since sucli
is tho Rlaster's 'vili, te sec him faitbf'ul unto deatb, tbough that deat bch a
mart.yr's, than that, having put bis hand te the pieugb, ho shouid have tnrned
b'ick-than that there should bave been a*ny fàinting la tho heur et' trial.
14 Hc that findeth his lite shri lose it, but ho that loseth bis liPc for my salie


