
SELECTIONS

monition, however, may be decmed admissible for thosc writers
who fall into the abominable habit of punctuating cverything with
a dash. The clash is a valuable adjunct in the process of punctua-
tion whcn properly applicd, but it can scarcely bc advocated for
exclusive use in lieu of commas, semicolons, colons and periods.
Some of the MSS. that come to an editor call to mind the remark
of a lady writer who on bcing ask-cd hcr authority for using so
many dashes said, " Oh, when l'm in any doubt as to punctuation
I throw in a clash." Sonc of our writers according to this would
appear to be in doubt most of the time, and if their MS. was given
to the printer as it Icaves thcir hands the proof would make it
appear as if more than half of the author's mind was in a blank.
A safer precept than the lady's would be-when iii doubt do not
use anything.

Moderation is also suggestcd in the use of italics. These inno-
cent little letters have their legitimate place in our literature, but
too often they arc draggcd out to bolster up an argument which
contains littlc strength outsidc of the cmphasis given it by the
conspicuous type. It is sometimes as if the author were aiming
occasional blows at the reader to compel his attention to the vari-
ous points lie was attempting to makc,.in the evident conviction
that without this method of typical gesticulation the points would
be overlooked.

Offensive mannerisns of speech such as too frequently mar the
pages of our journals should be avoided. These are mostly mat-
ters of habit and few men realize how badly they have this habit
till they conduct a critical examination of their own work. An
instance of this kind occurs in a recent issue of one of our most
pretentious monthlies wlhere on a single page no less than five sen-
tences are started vith the word "Now." This word seemed to be
the evil genius of that writer for in a short article of a little more
than three pages lie made it do duty in this respect ten different
times. This in face of the fact that in every instance the sentence
would have been strengthened by its omission. It was not used in
the sense of stating time but simply as a disagrecable excrescence
which jarred on the reader at every turn. In giving full sway to
this one mannerism the author made an article sound ridiculous
which in other respects was a worthy one. A good way to cure
one's self of this habit is to read aloud the MS., as has before been
advised, previous to having it typewritten, but in case the habit
lias become so far a second nature that the author is unable to
detect his own mannerism lie would do well to hand it to some
friend for revision. When his defect is once pointed out lie should
avoid it in his future writing.

A final word of advice directed more particularly to our young
writers must conclude what is already too long a paper. The
usual tendency with amateur authors, especially if they chance to
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