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Agricultural Report of 18G5,

The report of the Minister of Agriculture for the
calendar year ending 3ist December last, has been
laid before Parliament. It contains the report of
that Minister himgelf. the report also of Mr. Chapais,
in charge of the veturn of the Colonization Roads fur
Lower Canada ; and a memorial from Mr. Tache,
Deputy Minister of Agriculture on Statistics. The
voluminous appendix is composed of the annual re
ports of the two Boards of Agriculture «f Upper aud
Lower Canada, of the two Boards of Artsand Manu-
fictures, of the Superintendent of Colonization Roads
in Lower Canada, and of the different colonization
agents of the Province ; to which is added, as a new
feature the Vlue book for the year 1564, In Mr.
MeGee's report, mentivn i3 made of an  enquin
prosecuted at New York, to learn the system of
management practiced at the Castle Garden emigra-
tion oflice, on which a large reportis presented. In
the appendix it is stated that very material changes
are about to be made in the Patent and Agricultural
Laws, but that it would be manifestly improper to
make any changes without applying them to the whole
country after Confederation is consummated. The
report speaks of the imporiance of vine cultivation,

and refers to the experiments already made by Mr.iand which can be mported in any quantity  The |

DeCourtenay at Cooksville, ncar Toronto, as demon-
strating that good ordinary wine can bemade from
the native grapes of the country, under proper culdi-
vation. He rccommends aid to that undertaking.
The Dublin Exbibition and the part taken by Canada
there, is spoken of as a caccess, alithough of course
very much inferior to the display at Paris, being in
keeping with what is more of a local exhibition.
Canada ranked cighth among all the nations repre-
sented in Dublin. A fair position certainly. The
memorial of Mr. Tache to the Board of Registration
and Statistics lays down a plan of statistics which
has been adopted by the said Board and acted upon
since its adoption on the 18th January, 1865. The
report of the Minister of Agriculture speaks of the
reformatory labourscarried on during the year which
are to serve in the making up of the books of Cana-
dian statistics intended for future publication. The
Blue Book accompanying the report, gives the nawme.
ofice, salary, and age of every person in the public
service—Dbeing, in fact, the administration statistics
of the country, as fir s the geperal government is
concerned. It i3 the Grst time that this will be
printed and publicly circulated. Formerly it was
destined for the Imperial Government, to whom a
copy was sent cvery year. No reference is made to
the measures regarding rinderpest, as these did not
cowe within the year taken up n the report.

o

Cattle Disease in Maine,

Avrv information of a reliable character relative to
the fearful cattle plague must be of intercst to far-
mers crerywhere. We are bappy to observe that
foom the lateat accounts from Europe, the malady
stil continued to decline, in some places rapidly,
hoth in England and Scotland. In Ircland itisnotab-
solutely certain that the genuine Rinderpest had
actually occarred at all, and that the very few cascs
geaerally believed to be such, had been effectunally
disposed off, and notbing new of ap slarming char-
acter, according to the Jrish Farmer's Gazelle of Juno
9th has siace transpired.

We arc favoured by Mr. Goodale, the able
Sccretary of the Maine Board of Agriculture, with a
copy of his report on certain cases of disease, sap-
posed to be Rinderpest. that recently occurred in the
county of York. in that state. It is satisfactory to
obserse that whi.e cvery practicable precauntion
should continac t be need in the matier, there is no
authentic information that bas reached us from say
part of tho United Statee or Britueh Americs) that
would excite alarn,

Importation of genuine Peruvian Guano,

W hail with pleasure tho announcement, which
will be found in our advertising coluwmns, that wo
are likely to bave, ero long, o direct cargo of Peru-
vian Government Guano. This will como from the
Chincba Islands, probably to Toronto direct, and if
required, the vessel would no doubt deliver
portions of her cargo at different ports on the
Lake. In order o secure the disposal of the Guano
at the lowest possible price, it i3 necessary that it
should be delivered at once from the vessel to the
purchaser. In thes way sterage will be saved, and
the other expenses always incidental 1o handling.
As the consignees are deswous that the Guano stoutd
bave a thorough and intelligent test, they have ar-
rapged with the British Agent for the Peruvian Gov-

cargo be sufficiently encouragiog to warrant the im-
portation in Jarger vessels, the price wounld probably
bear some reduction.

We regard tlus Srst direct importation of Guano

viding, as it does, a highly concentrated manure at
a price whiclh will repay itself many fold to the user,

Guano is put up in bags couttining from 175 to 09
1bs. The proportion of Guano to be nsed per aere
paturatly depends upon the requircinents and coudi-
tion of the soil. I'rom 2 to 5 cwt. (which amounts
would respectively cost $5.50 und $14.50) per acre

fit to he so1l will be reaped for some years after its
first application. Tho admixture of boue dust with
Guano, while cconomising the latter, creates as
miraculuus un effect upon the root crops as $he un-
mixed Guano, and aia top-dressing for grass, it1s
invaluable.

To shuw the cnormous extent to which Guano is
used, we need ouly state that the quantity imported
wto Great Britain during the past year was over
133,000 tons, representing a value of upwards of Ten
Millions of Dotlars.

It wight be objected that althongh quite snitable
tu the dump clhunate of England, it might fail in the
dry climate of Canada, It 13, however, ecnough to
suggest that it would be quite 8 foolish to apply
Guano iu a time ot extreme dryness, when scedwaud
plant are thirsting, not for stimulants, but for mois.
ture, ay it would be to commence hay-making on a
rainy day; and that in our Canadmu Spring and
Suminer, we have times as suitable 10r the applica-
tiou of Guano as there are in England or elsewhere.

Believing this subject to Le of great importance,
we trast that (his celebrated mannre may receive a
fair trial in Capada. To this cod, we would recom-
mend a trial of the Guano to our d.fferent agrical-
tural socicti~<. It would be an casy matter for a
few of them to buy up this whele cargo, and distri-
bute it in small or large quantities at a paying price
around their several ncighbourhoods.  if cich of
them wonld order 10 o. 15 tons, a great proporuion
of the cargo would be taken up, and the order for
lits immediate despaich be sent at once, sv that it
| might arrive, at latest, in May next.

The Cunsignees would no doubt be glad to to take
orders from individuals as well as from socictics,
their anxicty bewg that the Guano may find s way
into the best hands, and that the results of o fawr
trial of tho cargo now in contemplation may cstab-
lish it as the forerunner of much larger importatious

From the source from which tins consignment
comcs, there can be no shadow of doubt a3 to the
geouincness of the artdele. It comes durectly through
the agents of the Peruvian Government-oac of the
leading firms in En;f)land—to properly aceredited
consignces, and will bo delivered directly over the
ship's side.

g Wiy Tei op In—The editor of the Farmers
Pearl (Mo..) in lecturing bispatrons for certain short-
comings in heir farming practices, gives them the
following warning :—* Weintcnd soon to make a trip
among the farmers of Missouri, and when we see the
house, barn,barnyard, and pig stycall in ono yard we
shall tell of it.  Where we find the gate swinging open
for the want ufa latch, or lcaningln ainst the fenco for
want of hingos, 0r the barn deor ful

ernment 1o sell it at a price very little over that of|
England, and should the resultof the use of this small |

as an era in the agricuitural history of Canada, pro- |

may be used, and if the latter proportion, the bene. !

{ ‘v thuse commonly observed.
i the apple-tree is described at length, and various

of ratlsfor wentof

Ia door, or the fence torn down whenever there is a
team to be driven out of alot or ficld, wo shall tell
of it.  Where we find p'gs rooting up the garden, tho
sheep and rabbits barking the orchard, or the cattlo
or horses turned in to browse upon it, we sha 1 speak
of it. Where we geo your farming tools havo lain out
all winter to rot and rust, and your waggon not run
under tho shed, wo shall speak of it, for such things
are not right.”

Book Notices.

ForRTt ANNUAL Rerort oF Tug SECRETARY OF THE
State DBoarb o Acricenrurg, of the State op
Micuiuas, for the year 1805,

i This volume, which Mr.Sanford Iioward, Secretary
‘uf the Board, has kindly sent us, contains much valu.
‘ublc wformation on a large number of subjects re-
laing 10 agriculture, together with a record of
metereovlogical observatious taken at the State Agri-
j culural College of Michigan. 1t opens witha short
jAccount of the season and yielil of crops of 1865, from
which we Jearn that the year was chietly remarkable
y for a long continned season of drought, which lasted
foem carly in May tll late in September, and greatly
tnjured most of the ichl crops.  The yicld of wheat,
turoughout the whole country, was upwards of 12
utdliot bushels less than in the previous year, and at
the same ume ot an nferior quality 3 barley and hay
suffered also to a considerable extent, but potatoes
aml cora dud remarkably well, the latter yielding up-
wards of 173 million bushels more than in-1865! An
aceoand s peat given of the advantages of Michigan
tut the prudacuon ot frutts, in consequence of its in-
sular positon, the quithty of its soil, and the protec.
tion from winds afforded by its tracts of forest. Some
new crups, such as Sorghum, Tobacco, Rhubarb
W hich some would dignify wath the name of ¢ wine-
plent” ) are noticed, and then the writer proceeds to
the consideration of such noxious insccts as had
lately made their appearance in the State, in addition
The Canker-worm of

remedies amd preventives are meation, amony the
wost remarkable of which is * Merritt's atent Tree.
Protector ™ made and sold by a company formed for
the purpose v Boston. This iuvention may be con.
sidered, we suppose, the last new * Yankee dodge ™
for circumnventing insccts ; whether it is really effec-
tive or not, we cannot say. It consists of a ring of
glass, groved on the under side, and hung round the
trunk of the tree by o tent of cloth. It i3 claimed for
{lus invention that the hollowed glass presents a pert
fect bar to the ascent of the wingless females of the
motls, and that thoe treo is thus protected frombeing
injured by fresh broods of their destructive cater-
pillars.

A large portion of the remainder of the Report is
devoted to the subject of Galloway Cattle, Cotswold,
Sonth-Down, and Merino Sheep, Horses, the Rinder-
pest, &c., upon which much valuable information is
guen.  The article on breeding Horses, by the well-
knowa veterinary, W. C. Spooncr, taken from the
Journal of the Royal Agricultural Society, England,
and interspersed with notes by Mr loward, i3 par-
ticularly worthy of perusal. We wonld also draw
atientivn to Me. X, A, Willards' address 10 the Cheese
Manufacturers” Associavicn of the Siate of Mew York,
on the subject of “ American Cacese-Da.rging—the
means for iis improvement and succesa,” t which i3
appeaded some exceedingly useful remarks, by Mr.
Fowell, on the difference between American and
English chicese, and what is neceesary to make the
former cqual to the Iatter. Both these papers we
would recommend to the careful attention of chicese
manufactarers in Canada as the same faulis there
ascribed to American cheeses, are too of.en charac-
teristics of t.ose inado in this country also. A paper or
 Some causes of Unproductiveness in So.!s™ by Dr.
AL Voeleker, reprinted from tho Journal of the loyal
Agriculturat Society, a Report on the State Agriend-
tural Coilege of Miclugan, and the Metercological
repords for the past year, complete the volume, Wo
should add that it is itlustrated by geveral wood-cuts
of cattle and shicep 3 among the latter ig a fizure of 2
finc Coiawold ram, bred by Mre 1% Y, Stone. of
Guelph, C. W., and afterwards owned by Mr. White
of South F tamlughum, Mavs




