1874,

THE CANADA FARMER,

P SR VU U B
e —————

Horticulbure.

EDITull—Y. W. GEADLE, Cosrusroxnive MENITA OF TMY
Rorau IloxricturoraL Socisre, Exouaxo.

THE ORCHARD

The Ribston Pippin,
Esquxsing, Feb. 23, 1874

Mz Epreow :—Some time ago I read in the agricul
turai cownmas of the Giwbe that the Ribston Pippn
app.s was one you would adviss those 1at ndng te
plant nrchards to olant largely of. Now, it is my in
tentius to plant out an orchard this spring; an
speakiug to & nursecy agent about this variety, founs
that it was not named n his catalogue. Healso saic
ke would not advise me to plant of this varicty
Your columns also said it was a variety much sough
after by buyers for shipping to England, and that it
was the favorite in that market. Now, Mr. Editor
which of the two statementsis correct? Please an
swer theso queries in your next issue, and oblige,

Yours truly,
A SUBSCRIBER.

[Wo take much pleasure in assuring our esteeme
correspondent that all that has been eaid in th
Cavawi FanrMEr concerning the Ribaton Pippiu
is parfectly trustworthy. Itis an apple of fine ap-
pearance, good size and excellent quality, and ad-
mirably snited to onr Canadian climate, where the
froit is of the finest quality, much firer than when
growa in the warmer climate of the middle o
southern part of the State of New York. Downing
who is the great American authority on fruits, at
page 333, says: *‘The Ribston Pippin stauds as
high in Great DBritain as the Bank of England, ana
t0 say that an apple has a Ribston flavor is there the
highest praise that can be bestowed. In Maine and
part of Canada it is yery fine and productive.”

Having such a reputation in Great Britain, it is
very natural that shippers of fruit shonld ssek afte:
it ; and we know that fine samples sent from Canad:
have commanded the very highest price. We have
therefore no heaitation in advising those who reside
in favorable localities for growing this variety to
plant it largely for the British market, being conk-
dent that when properly grown and properly
handled and marketed, it is one of the most profit.
able sorts that can begrown. And the climate where
our correspondent resides is moro favorsble for the
full development and easy marketing of this varioty
than the otherwise favored climate of the county ol
Lincoln.

Turning to Deadle's Canadian Gardener, we_find
this apple spoken of in that work in the following
terms:  *‘Thia istruly a splendid apple with us, and
though our cousins over the border do not esteem it
a3 highly a3 they do the Ballwin, Swaar, and somc
others, yet in our climate it is oue of the vory best,
The tiee is sufficiently hardy to thrive throughout =
latge part of the Dominion, though it is not able to
enduro a climate e that of the Ottaws district in
Oatario. It flourishes 1 the apple regions of Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick, whera it maintains fally
its high character. This apple commands a ready
sale at the very highest prices in.the markets.of
Great Britain, and might be: advantageously. and
profitably planted in considerable quantities Ly the
o.chardiat, who will carefully gather the'frutt early in.
October, sort it properly, and ship it at once by
steamer to the transatlantic markets, whers its repu-
tation is fully equal to that of the famous Green New-
town Pippin.”

That the catalogue of the tree-pediar did not con-
tain the name. of this variety only serves.to show
thal if it was that of & Cunadian nurseryman, kie:
did no: uaderstand his business ; if that of an

wants of Canadiaus, and does nob grow t~ees with
veference to thoir intorests. That the agent should
cry to dissuado our correspondent from planting this
variety is very natural ; 1t 1s his businoss to sell
trees ; the only wonder is that he did uot quietly
hook the order for five hundred trees of the Ribston
Pippin, and then bring Baldwins or Greenings, with
4 label reading Ribston Pippin fastened to them.
Lree-pedlars, as a class, are so unworthy of confi-
lence, having no reputation at stuks aud never ex-
pect.ng or intending to have any, that no reliance
cau Le placed on their advice or representations.
fheir tricks havo boca so often exposed, and tree
myors 80 frequently advised that they should deai
mly with res..onsivle nurscrymen, of whom we have
+ number of most henorable names, that when w.
aear of one and another bzing victimizad by then
sthinices, we are strongly remmded of tho verdict o1
vhe Californis jury ma a murder case, ** Served him
right.”}

Boot-Praning Frait Trees

1f tho seasons were always so favorable for fruit
jrowing as to enable us to secure a fair crop of fru..
anaually, aud it ths g2l in ad gadeus was tncs-
cazaly auned ana of 2 ch. rucler snitablo tor it
culture, there would be less nocessity for any anxiety
about the roots. But, unfortunately, a really favor-
able spring for fruit culture is the excoption not th
rule, and trees that are only partially cropped have :
tendency, in spite of careful summer management, tu
run into unduo luxuriance of growth, inducing a cor-
responding root action, which still further aggravates
the evil. 1 repeat, if rampant growth could be re-
tarded and kept within due limits by an anuual erop
of fruit, there would be less necessily for rost-pruning,
But as that much-desired consummation is not likely
to be achioved, as regards our out.door fruits, tiil
March, April and May, we must, in most aoils, in the
case of all restricted trees, keep an eye upon the
underground growth as well as upon what is visible
above. Inother words, when trees occupy positions
where their branch growth must neceasarily be re-
stricted in order to keep them within the prescribed
limits, some restrictions must be placed upon the
roots aleo, to maintun the balance of power and iu
duce continual fertility. The autumn’ is the proper
time to operate upon the roots of all trees that are
unfrmtful through over-luxurianoce; but no man,
however largs h:s experience, can lay down rules to
suit all cases, I have, however, always found it a
good plan when root-pruning large trees of fifteen,
twenty, or more years’ growtn, 10 opau a trench fromn
three fest to four feet trom the tiunk, only hal
round the tres at one time, leaving the remainder to
be done a year or two after tho result of the operation
had manifested itself. In the case of old trees, it is
a decided udvantage to remove all the sxhausted soil
taken out of ths trenches and from among th.
roots, and fill in with fresh soil, either from a heap
specially prepated for the purpose, or, if this cannot
be done, then exchange it with soil from the vege-
table quarters that hava not been exhawsted by frait
treea.  This, of course, involves rather more lshor,
but it will have a far inore decided and lasting effact,
and it is far more profitable in the long run todo a
thing well, even if it should bs necessary to incur s
*ittle expense at the time, than to half-do anything.
tu the ‘case of all tress of a manageable size, (say
under ten years old), I prefer taking up the trecs
carefully and replanting, at the =~ 12 tim- laying the
roots out sira ght without any severe prunirg, marely
shortening back long naked roots, and carsfully
smoothing all wounds, working in also a little frest
loam to encouiage the production of fibzes close st
home. This i the best plan to adopt with young
trees that are 1ate in coming into bearing, and it wili
be crowned with auccess invariably.—. Y. Zlimes.

Wash for 'I'ruit Treea.

The following is a wash used by Williamx Saun-
ders, of the Government Gardeus at_ Wasnington :—
Put half & bushel of lime and four pounds uf- pow-
dered sulphur ina, tight Larrel, slacking, the: lime
with Lot water, the mouth of the barrel being covered
with a cloth; thi§ is rcduced to the conmistency of
ord.iiry whitewash. and, at the time of application,
half an ounce of carbolic acid isadded to each gallon
of the liquid. Mr:Saunders says:—-**I generally ap-
ply it in the apring, before the leaves make their ap-
pearance, but 1 am convinced that it would be more
cffectivé if applied later, but then it is ditRcult to'do
80 when the tree is.in foliage.” M. Sannders apnlics
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Undeveloped fruiss in Amarica,

I hiave bocn much surprised that more cfforts have
uot bosh na.le to iImprove our native fruits. 1 have oc.
casionally met with Pursimmous so exquisite in taste
as to surpass the fiuest dates. Such Lersimmons
havo few seeds, they become wheu fully ripe quite
sugary and 80 dry that they may be carcied any dis.
tauoe without being mashed, while those commonly
sesn in tue marketare astringent, full of seeds, and so
solt that they require aspoon for handling, Uur
Papaws diffur greatly in character, some being quite
large and luscicus. It may be that they ave not
vrvught into cultivation becsause they commonly
grow in awampy ground, and 1t may not be generally
xnuwn that the trevs sucosed perfectly well on up.
taud. That our wild plums are not more cultivated
« mainly attributable to the ravages ot the curculio,
which will scarcely allow & plum to ripen.

I have seen American chestnuts as large as the
generality of Spanish chestauts, snd when they are
30 they will bring as high a.price, and they are ia
tact worth more, a8 uncooked they ars very superior
to the Spamsh, and I would recommend that the im.
provement should be clected by means of gruits
vather than {iom seed, s the result would bu less
doubtful. Chestauts grow well from grafts, making
a growth of three or four fest the first season.

1 have no doubt experienced nurserymen would
succeed in grafiing the hickory, My few attempte
have failed, but if the finest shell-barks could;be
4rafted on the common hickory it would prove very
wivautageous, especially when it is conmdered that
4round 100 rocky or too swampy for cultivation, is
perfectly aatisfactory to these trees. It has been
matler of astonishment to me that another native
fruit has not been more extensively cul.ivatel—the
sorvice berry, orJune berry Amelanchier botryaprum.
Lhe fruit1s delicious. It nipons when other fruits
are not plentiful, and sells readily when taken to the
Philadelphia market. Few persons are aoquainted
with it, tor the trees do not bear well unlcas whore
they are cultivated. Though |plent:ful in the wo.ds,
the trees bear few berries ot siuatl size, and these are
%aimod by the birds as soon as they reddon.— Rural

ome.

Liquid Grafting Wax-

Mr. L'Homme-Lefort invented, not many yearsago,
a grafting compoaition, which is very ch.ap, WK
eastly prepared, and keeps, corked upin a bottie w
2 tolerably wide mouth, at least six months unal
wred. It is laid on in as thin & coat as pousible, by
uieans of & Hat piece of wood. Within & 1ew dayz 1t
will be as hard asa stone. It is not affected by
dovere cold ; it never softens or cracks when
to atmospheric action. When applied to wounds in
tress, 1t acts, as an artificial cuucle, After a few
days’ oxposure to the atmosphers ina thin coat, it
assumes & whitish color, and bécomes a% ha’d as
stone, being impervious to waterand air. Aw long
as the inventor kept the preparation secret it was soid
at very high prizes.

1t is made aiter the following formmls ;= Melt one
pouad of common rosin over a gentietire ;.add to it
an ounco of beef tallow and stir it well. ‘L'ake it irom
che fire, lot it cool down a little, and ‘then-mix with
1t & tablespoonful of spirits turpentine; and after that
about seven ounces of very stréug alchohol 95, per
ocsut.), to be had atany druggist's store; Thealico
hol oools it down 20 rapidly wat it will be necessary
to put it again on the fire, atirring. ic coustantly.
Still the utmost care must be exercised to prevent
the alcohol from getting inflaui.d. ‘To avoud 1t, the
beat way is to remove the veasel from the tire when
the lump that may have been formed commences
melting again, ‘L'his must be contivucd till the
whoie 18 & auimogeuecous mase similar to honey.

‘Fhis is undouutedly a valusble recipe. I'have{ound
that gum shellac, dissolved in alcohol, was one of the
mont ussful preparations that s cardener could have,
and it should alwsys be kept on hand and used like
paint to coat over any wounds in trees; In budding,
16 18 & great saving of labor, when' you wish to cut
away branches; to give' the new. one 1rom tue bud an
opportumty to grow, as it excludes-the air until the
wound heals.—7'ribune,
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Tax best way to get rid of ants that we know of is
to trap them with a sponge. Procure a iarge sponge,
wash it well and press it dry, which will leave the
cells quite open ; then spritkle over and into it as
much s possible somie fine whitc sugar, and place it
where the snts do congregate. They will soon col-
lect upon tha sponge and enter into its cells, aud then
you can cug short their career by dipping the sponge

American, it proves thathodoes not understand-the,

the wash nob only to the stem of the’tres, Lug,-to
%00 eatent; to the naln brauches.

e hoiling water.e~2lobile Reyister,



