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F{om this it 1s evident that the wrought Iron must be greatly eome
procged by tho cast iron afier tho Nrst round‘nml that thostatoment in
the foot-noto at pnge 3of Captain E Pualliser’s Roport cnnnot be necapte
ed as representlng a general fu~t, although it might be true under par-
ticular circumstances.

:I‘ho rerult of long-rontinued f.ring would thus bo to throw a gradual-
1y Incrensing atrain on the cast iron, and \vho{l that reached tis teneilo
streneth the gun woult begin to orack from tho instdo ; but inasmuch
a3 the 8,1t Ining would prevent tho punoiration of tho powdeor prossure
ll.ﬂo the crack, thte erack would goon very gradually increasing, and
“hou 4 atlast rench tho o1tside and the gun wonld burat, but not with
that oxplosive vio'e 1ea whisrh It would have duno but for the operntion
of the 8ot tuternal Hininy of wronght jron.

Tha gunt would bo s chioap gun, & xafe gun, and rlony anduring gun,
but thero I must stop. K veoitld in time fall, but probably the time
would bo long, and the tatlure not attended with much dangor,

But when e comie o lurge guss and hwavy powder pressuces, 1 do
aov think wo could trust 1o thix system  Wa want & gun which wiil
nat bursg at all, and whioh witt Inst practieatty for ever, antd tor that
1 am convineed th- future les with the gun eithor made of 8ir Joseph
Whitworth’s matertal In five or six concontric rings properly propor-
tloned, or better siill 1n my opinion, in the wiro-colled gun which 1
have solong ndvoc.ted, and which, ns fur as it hus beon tried, hus given
the most gatisfactory results,

Obitnary.

The doath of Major G. ¥. Blnckwood, commanding E Battery, B
Brigade, Royal Horso Artdilery, sdds another name to tho roil of
gallant Q_cmoh otlicers who have fallen in the Afghan campalign,
deorgo Fredoriek Blackwood was born in 1839, tho sccomd son of
tho late Mafor Willlam Blackwood, of the Bengnl Army, and a
grandson of the founder of the well-known publishing houss of
that name. s waterual grandfather was Brigadier G. F. Moore,
for many years colonel of the 55th Bengal Native Infantry, which
In hir days wasg a nursoery of mnny ofllcers who attorwards roso to
high distinction fu the service, Georgo Blackwood was educated
nt tho Edinburgh Aeademy, and aftorwards passed at Addiscombe,
whore he mado a cholee of tha Artillery branch of tho Bengal sor-
viee Ilo way gazetted as Licutenant on the lith of Decombear,
1857, and was goon hurrled out to Iudin, where he gerved in the
auppression of the Mutiny with tho Rohilcund Movablo Column,
under the command ot Licutenant-Colonel Wilkinson, 42nd Roy ul
Highlanders. In this force Blackwood was entrasted with the
commund of two gunsg, Ilis services here led to a divisional ad-
Jug't.mc%or artillery, thoduties of which ho discharged from 155 to
1vi2at Baretily and tiwallor. From Novomber, 1852, 1o December,
1383, ho ucted as adjutant of tho 2nd Brigade nf Royal Artillery,
and afterwards as adjutant of the 19th Brigade untll Septemnber,
58, He recelvod his captalney in Fegruary, 1367, and was scloct-
ed fur the command of the artillory in tho Looshal exnedition, un-
dor Brigadier-senernl Nourchier,” C.B. Capiain Bigckwood was
present at the attacks on Tipa) Mukh, Kungnuog, and Talkoont
unt enrned the prajse of General Bourchicr, who, in nts dispateh
dated March 19, 1872, wrote as fojlows :—* Captaln Blackwood and
officors R A. nobly sustaiued the reputation of the corps. The
word ‘difficulty ’ was unknown to them.” Captaln Blackwood’s
repert upon the artillory fn the Looshal campaign contaloed
many valugble suggestlons o3 to the nature of tho gun niost suit-
uble for such sorvice, and on the management of artillery and the
cquipment of elephants 1o mountain, jungle, and morass cam-
{»mgmng: and was {rrlmcd and rubllshcd y the Government of

ndia. His services in this expedition were rowarded by a brovet
mujority in Sx-ywmbur, 1872, eaftorwardyg commanded a battery
in tha Royal Horse Artitlery during the absence in England of
Major and Lisatenani-Colonel Hillg, C.B. Obliged to wake sick-
irave to England, he was prevented from sharingin the firat part
of th¢ Alghan war, but afior the masseers at Cavul he wag moved
up to Cundahar, In command of E Battery, B Brigade. On the ad-
vanee of Ayoob Khan, howas ordered out. in command of the Ar-
ttilory undor Geperal Burrows, and correspondonce fromn Canda-
har speaks of the high state of eMcelency in which hisgunners
100K the teld. In the uetion with the mutinqus troops oftho Walj
tne arttitery distinguished themselves “5 tho punishment of tife
rehels, aud Gonoral Primrose reports that ¢ the detormined ener
witlywhioh the artillery was hrought up Lo thie front rédects tho
highost credit on Major G. ¥. Blackwodd.” Ofihe batt}e of Kushk-
i-Nakhuad the dotaifs are as yot so fragmentary that we cannot
profuss to speak with accurasy ; but the aspocts of the fleld, whan
visited by the buriat parties, showed that the artiliers hod made
A dosperate struggle, had fought 11ke heroes, and had Infiteled o
teerfote punishinent upon AYyoob Khay's forces. Oar Candahnr
correspondent suys: ¢ Lho first thing that mpt the eyo was the
long 'lmo of dead horses which marked thé pdsition of Black-
wood’s Battory, Op?osn.e wag anothor long 1ino of dead horses
showing the oxccution done by Blackwood upon Ayoob’s guns.'
Another correspondent 8peales of the dosperate sbrugﬁlo mudo by
Major Blackwood and his oiticers during the final charge of the
Ghazles  The poaitiun in which Major Blackwood's body was
found indicated that he bad fallon during thalasc gallant stand
made by our troops against the cnemy He was wounded In the
eurly part of the action, but had_his woundas drossed on tho fleld,
and returned to dto at his post. The followine nassage In g private
letter from a distingaished officer intely holding high command
in Afghantatan may be taken to reproschil chic vaes . 100 in which
Major Bluckawvood was huld throughout the service : * glackwaod’s
death welghs also most heavily on all his brother oflcers and
fricnds—~not one of whom but deoply regrets his loss, not only as
a personil oneg, but aiso as a public ono Lo tho regimont and army,
fur 10 bettor oficer ever ontored the servieco.”
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COMPARATIV.E COST.

Tho sum expended by Vanderbilt on his new house in Fifth
Avenue, New York, is $1,500,000—!hree times the amount
voted annually by the Dominion Parliament to maintain their
whole militia foree of 40,000 men! ‘

Relics of the Xast.

A FInp oF OLD-Tue ARCHALIVES AT THE KiNesTON
BArnraoks.

Kingston, Nov. 19.—Mr. Geo. W. Newlande, while recons-
tructing the storchousc in the T'ete-du-Pont barracks, came
across some very anciont archives, somo of which date back as
far a8 1818. One of them, dated 12th Septewber, 1818, is a
shipping bill of commissariat goods to Fort George, signed by
E. Urqubart. 'The nnme of the boas upon which the gooda
were shipped wae the Frontenac, and was sailed by James Mac-
kenzie. Anotheris an order to 13, P. Coffin, deputy -commis-
sary-general, for the removal of the 79th regient {roin King-
ston to Montrea). There were only one weman and three
children in the tegiment. This document is dated 1820.  Ano-
ther dooument ia 8s follows :—

“« CommissanisT Q¥FICE,
* Lachine, 14th July, 1821.

% Qne small basteau, manned by four Canadians, Antoine,
Loiselle, guide, proceeded from this port to convey to Fort Wel-
lington such of the settlers, with their familics and baggage, a8
bave been obliged from sickness on their way up to ruanin at
Cascades or Cedars or Coteau du Lae, as well as pensioner
Lane, with his wife and baggage, who wore left Ly the party of
the 76th Regiment. Upon their performing this service, and
receiving such loading as will be appointed for them, they are
to return to this port. Wages, thirty ghillings per man for the
trip, ) .

(Sigued,) « Joux Fivnay, D.C.G."

“ The following persons are put.on the batteau in charge of
Aatoine Loiselle :—Pensioner Lane, wife aud child and bag-
gage, on their way to Fort George per March route.  Settler
Andrew Climi¢, wife and eight cluldren, ou their way to Lanark
scttlement.

¢ J. Tuompsoxy,
. , “«D. A Commiscary-General.
 Coteau du Tme, 17¢h July.”

Cm ——— P QO

(Sigved,)

——

Deperial JHilitary News.

—The Monerieff principle of mounting guns on disap-
pearing carriages, which allows the weapon to sink un-
dey cover of the parapet with the recoil, aud riso to tha .

b tiring positidh when foadied by the action of o counter-

poise, 18°being dxtended to such of the British stations
abroad as preséut defonsive features suitable to tho em-
playmgnt of thy system, which is mach more useful in
some sitvations thao in others, A number of thoso car-
riagos havo just been propared at the Royal Arsenal,
Woolwich, for conveyance to Bermula, and embarked if’
the steamship Solway, onc of a new lino of packets es-
tablished fox-[l:rading with Bermuda and Nassau.

—~Yestorday the twenty-first official yearofthe Volunteer
organisation was brought to a olosoe, and, in accordance
with tho regulations, 1eturns mast be forwarded.at once
to the War Office by evory rogiment, sotting forth the
enrolled strongth, pumber of officionts, &e, At the date
uof the last. retuyas-there woie,ont of 206,250 enrolled Yo-
lunteers,.no less than 197,585 officionts. :

—Bortsmotth.—Tho t:iafs which have beon made on
board tho Extollent (gunnery ship) atthis port of direut-
ing guns by electricity havo been gedmeid sulliciently ea-
tisfactory to wirrant the introduction of the systom in all

brqndsi?o ships, in addition to tho fittings at prosen. m |
use for fiving broadsides by olectricity,



