THE CATHOLIC.

obey.  After thisstriking and peremptory word:l!pclualcd fromagelonge with the world for its]
* Jewcho despises you, despises me,” how are we _;boundaries and time for its duration. Such is the
10 account for the blindness or impicty of those' command and the desire of our Legislator, to whom:
« huistians who aflerwards had the face to despise’ alone it belonged to command its execution,?
t4is their doctrine?  We learn moreover fiom St. | N )
“atthes, that our Saviour sometimes sent off the!] © Neverwas an orderso fuithfully exceuted, nover were;
. " 1) instructions followed by so mdefatizablo a zeal. At first,
apostles {o announce in the towns and citics of Ju-'!u‘c Apos les preach in Jerusalem and in Judea. They
«ra, that the kingdom of heaven was at hand:!'speulc wit an authority that wiposes and astonishes. Al
*¢ And whosoever shall not veceive you, nor hear ‘:thou;;h poor, simple and medest, nothing intimidates thcm'{
vour words going forth out of that house or ci(yg;"l‘he spirit, with which they sre ammated, raises them

shake off the dust from your feet.”
shallbe the punishment of those who refuse the in-
struclions of the apustles? Lot us hear it from Je-
sus Christ, ““Amen,I say to you,it shall not be more
terrible for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in
tho day of judgment than for that city.” ‘This
«.racle proceeding fom a God-man, is suffisicnt to
terrify vs.  Let those consider itand apply it, who
gotsist with their forefuthers in shutting their ears
against instructions and rejecting tho authority that
has a right to instruct them.

1 kaow that, in their defence, they have said that
ihese maenaces against the refractory on the one
hand, and this absoluic and infallible authoritv on
the other must be limited to the persons of the
ofthe apastles and to the period of their ministry,

and not be extended to their successors and to fu-)!

turc ages.  But that they may no longer attempt
10 persuade you of this, remark wetl, 1 entreat you,
the words by which the transmission of these zame
grrerogatives and those same powers,and the per-
netuity of them ip the church are foreibly declared.
¥n fact, did nor Jesus Christsay: “ Yam with you
« ven to the consummation of the wosld?” did he not

&ay: “The gatesof Lell shail not prevail against 1t?
did he not say: ¢ The spirit of truth shall remain

with you for ever?” It is the apostles therefure m
the first place, and in the succession of ages thuse
xho were to succeed them in the plenitude a’ the
priesthood, that he appeints as his ministers, his
ambassadors his representatives tu continue and

And \vhat" above human considerations.  ‘To the little, to the great, e

fore the people, before magistrates, ia the syagogues, and
the sanhednm, they deliver themselves wath the same firm-
‘ness, the same tone of confidence, of superiority, and su-
.preme dominion. Asscmbled in conusel they hesitate not
'topronouncc in theie own name, and 1 the nmame of God.
. Ithath appearcd good to the MHolsy nhost and to ns.”
I Thus do they write at the head of their deeree.  From Ju-
| dea they spread themselves over the world: some proceed
straight to the centre ofthe cmpire and settle thero: others|
l'tn its principal towns; oth~rs penctrate to its utmost cx-
tremitics some ¢son beyond, and reachasfar as India.
! Every where do they aunounce the kingdom of God,

every where do ther es'ablish the Government that Jesus
i Chinstkad traced out for them and which in their turn they

agam trace out for thar disciples with an injuaction
te transmit it to their successors.  LThe divine master had
'said to them —* Teachall nations to observe whatsocver 1
yhave commanded you,” and St Paul says to the inhabitants
! of Miletus and Ephesus* * I take you to witness this day.
;I have notspared to declerc to you all the counsel of
. God.l)

Hehad told themthat be sfisuld be withthem to theend
of ages, which necessanly supposcs an unbroken chain: of
' successo™; and inall places wacre the word frucutics they
| establish bishops, * Take heed to the whole dock swhere-
in the Holy Ghost hath placed you bishops, to rule the |
| Church of God:™ They confer upon them the powers with '
) whicb they themselves arc invested, with an injunctioa to
_transmit them 3o thesctura: * I loft thee in Creto “—fhat
thou shouldst ordain bashops sn every city, as I also appoint~
! ed thee —— 2 bishop must be without ctime.”
Jesus Christ bad said tothem.  As my Father hath
| scut me sodo I send you,” and they cawry themsclves as
| his ministers; ¢ Let aman so account of us as of the min.

isters of Christ;” and agaia,  For Christtherefore wo arg
ambassxdors,God as it wetc, cxb‘orzing by us.” Undoubted-

|

-—

egnsummate his work.

Let us never be afralit torepeat to ourselves; it
Suglorious, it is profifable to contem plate 1n its or-
2 gin the ministry it bag pleased our Saviour to cre-
ate-and leave gfter him: forin this he traly appears
a5 o Sovereign, as a God.  Fe sends the ministers
of bis word as he hadbeen sent, towhom all power
#iad been given inheaven and on earth.  Whither
does he send them? To all nations. to every crea-
eure shall they bear bisword, that is, as he himself,
«xplainsit, all his commandments; all, without
wesiriction.  But will theybe heard? There isa

commang for all the world to reccive them, anda
prohibition under pain of everlasting and most
Figorous tomments, for any ons whatsocver to des-
pise them. And now, with thisstrict obligation on
wur part of submitting to their authority, it was the
part of justice that there should not be the possibil-
ity of error or pf deceplion to be apprehended from
£hem: and accordingly never willhellbe permitted
fo prevaii against their instructions, and the’Church
which they have {o establish; the divine Spirit
presides cternally over it, (o teoch it all truth; and
their doctrine, always incorruptible, shall bo per-

15 the arobassador of such a master foreibly felt the digoity of
¢heir chamcter & Knew how to assume the language belong-
ing toit ¢ Theso things speak, & exhort& rebuke with
allauthority  Let o man despisc thee.”

And becavse authority falls away or obedience ceases,
‘the apostles had been admonished, that they were, in case

of refusal and opposition, to shake the dust from off: theit
| fect, and that the refractory would'betreated mose severely
{than Sodom & Gomorrah- The aposties also ‘warned the
i fathful of the submissioa they owed to their bishops: re-

member your prelates whohave spoken the word of God to
yon : whose faith follow.”” And you,sirremember kere ﬁ{onr
supreme govemness expeling the bishops who were preaching

’tbe word of God, rejecting, instead of following their futh,
l Obey your prelates and be subject to them.” Call to
your mind, moreover your ancestors of 1538, and all those
whoelaewhero called themselves reformaers and reformed.
Jesus Christ had said {o his apostles: ** He that heareth
¥ou, heareth woe; and he that despiseth you, despiseth me.””
Acd the apostics, sanctioning by the same motivethe defe-
rence they required of the first faithful fo tBe fostructors of
their bishops; ¢ He that despiscth ¢said they) thesc things
despiseth not maz, but God, who also hath given Uis Foly
Spirit inus.” Yhata contrast between the submission
sad respect comaznded Ly the scripture towards bishops,
and the insubordination and contempt of .tho reformers
(owards onc another. Yo will not Here repeat the painful
narritive of it—both you atid ¥ have biat toooften heard it
But letus atleast Jeamn frgm scriptuze, what condact thsy

ought tohave adopte@. They shonldhave had rteoutse tell do

i
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It seems (o meimpossible for any one, who is
not obstinately blind, not to recognise in the Testa-
ment of our Saviour, on the onc hand, the es
tablishwment of a spiritual authority. always guided
by the spiritof truthin every thing pertaining to
revelation, and consequently  incapable of lendivy
usastray in the doctrine attributed to it; and on th
other hand thejduty of submission nnd obedience to
the instructions belonging to this authority.  ¥We
are certain (for it would be blasphemy todonb:
that 2 God-man would fulfil his promise) we arc
certain thatthis infallible doctrine, whatever changes
take place in the affuirs of the world, will never
depart from his Church. As to obedience and
submission thoy never will'cease to be a duty.
Rut the observation of this, as well as of all other
dutics, dedends upon the freo will and liLerty of
man. Whatiscertainand as clear as the light
of the suu, is that all those, who fulfit this dutv of
obedience to the instructions of the spiritual autho-
rity, can never bo divided, whenonce this autho-
rity basspoken. What is certain and as clear as
the sun, is that by their submnission to its word 1t
mustnecessarily follow that they remain united te
géthier in the same Churchand the same faith. The
authority given by Jesus Christ 1o bis apostles and’
their suecessors is therefore the means thathe has
established, & that we were booking for,tp conduct
to him, to cementinone bodyandinone and the
sampe helief. the people of all hs ﬁqna, v['nﬂ:_ Toun-
tries and of all ages. o )

And in fact, that such actually was the inteplion
of our divine Legislator, we learn positively and in
distinct terms from the,apostle St. Paul. The
passage I am going to quote from his_epistle to
thy Ephesinnsdescrves your particular atiention,
‘“And be gave some apostles,and some prophess,
and ather some evongelists, 2nd other somo . pastors
and doctors, for the perfecting of the saints, for the
work of the ministry, for the ediffing of thebody
of Christ—that heuceforik.we bo po more children
tossed to and fra, and carried about with. every
wind of doctrine, by the wickedness of men, hy
cunning craftiness by which they lie in wait to'de-
ceive.”  St. Paul, you see, here reveals to us the
interior thoughts of Jesus Christ, his wish, his
positive intention in giving.us hisapostles, and af
tee them the bishops, oftendesignated by St. Paut
under the name of pastors, doctors, and prieste,
Forwhat reason did ha csteblish theirministry:
'Foassemble his saints from all parls of the world,
and by their union tv raise the edifice of his Church
and hismystical body. And bow loug wps- the
ministry of the pastors to be coptipued?  Until al!
people drasen by their teaching. become ynembers
of this great body, and meet successively in- the
union offaith to the end of the worlds  TFhus the
flocking to the same Church, adherence to the.same

the successcrs of Peter, to the successors of the apostles,
and to them they shoald Y¥ave addressed the samé langdage
that Cornclius, his family xod fis fritady. formierly addtess
ed toPoters < Nowxthorefore, wl) s@ouars présent:$i thy
sight, to brar all things whatsoover age commandedthee by
e Lond.” This is wint tharespest egjoined. by, 1bo
scripture comman®d'them to do: you know whaf thy did



