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Thcre's noan sa blind but they can see
Sum fawvts P' other nie» ;

V've sometinie met wi' folk 'at thiought
They siaw suin i' theirseni."

Occupation is the best arniour of the sou], and these aff'airs bad
kept Edithi busv during the lirst weeks of bier separation from
.joe. At the very time when that fateful journey to Manchester
tuk place, shie hiad been trying to decide upon some plan for the
suininer.

I3ut the flrst decision Edith carne to, when shie was left to hier
own decisions, wvas, that she m-ust remain in lier home. Under
her own roof, with such protection as lier husband's relatives
could give bier, she feit sure no one would dare to in:erfere in lier
îpersonal affairs or darken lier good nainie.

H-er very position inade bier fearless of offence on this ground.
Over lier manor bier sway was in a measure absolute. No one
had ever presuined to discuss lier doings. Even lier marriage had
j)rovoked no adverse criticisms. Shie could scarcely imagine
peuple interfering in bier private affairs, mucli less niaking lier
iii any way conscious that they liad bec» guilty of sueli presump-
t'on.

And in another way, Amos was quite as proud and comfortable.
It was a well understood thing in bis circle; that those who med-
dled witlh Amos l3raithwaite would be apt to get more than thev.
Iooked for. Amos neyer forg-ave sucli interferences, and lie had
arrived at a position whicb gencrafly enabled hirn to make prompt
and severe reprisais. If Luke Bradley had been alive i those
days, lie would have found a quarrel -witli Amos Braithwaite a
V(erv serions matter. So Amos, during these summer inontbis, had
gone on re-furnisbing bis bouse, and devoting ail bis spare bours
to bis dlaugbhter-in-iaw, -%vithout anv idea that people mere express-
ing, themselves in no very fiattering ternis concerning them.

Truc, Perkins had toid hiim what Arneliff bad said, and even
intiiatcd that others bad ventured on similar opinions; but Amos
liad understood that ail sucli adverse criticism referred to Joe;
and Le was not very sure but Joe deserved it; thougli lie always
concluded sucb a private admission -with the muttered threat--
",Let mie hear tell o' tbem saying aughit against Joe. My word!
b)ut l'Il na.k' 'cm sorry for it."

li-ow'ever, wben the summer was over, whien tlbe rector and bis
'vife rcturncd from Norway, and Lady Wilson fromn the Rhine,
*.nid Lady Charlton froîn the Scotch H:ighbla-nds, and other lesser
social liglits froîn the Englishil watering places, it -ýNvaes not long
before E dithi was compelled to notice liow far she biad fallen ini the
si>g lt of sucli exclusives.

And, as it happened, the first Sundav when Edith met aIl these


