
THE F UIUEZ OF .FREEMMONEY.

current? a if not in every sense
the sane, as wie ozay int-arpretate i ere
they net in substance the sanie? If
any différences are noticeable tbey
c.ertainly are not 'worthy of axiy
iveigbty consideration, except by
snob as may wisb to make tliem sub-
jects of argument. If snob výievs are
and bave been common to maxi vie caui
not claim as members of our on or
any secret society, that vie are lu a
religions sense making any advance-
mient, or stamping any vievis pecnliar
to oxir severa-1 institutions that in any
sense may adlvance other thaxi their
social or moral wifae. (Jonsidering
the -nature of Freemasonry, vihose
tenets lu these respects are and bave
been of sucb a nature as to offer ne
barrier te admission to the order, it
eau safely be said that the simplest of
ei fundainental truths embraced lu
morality, are eymbolically tauglit.
Otlier societies follow inl thie sanie
style -nitb more or less success. As
Masons, vie imagrine ive may jnstly
claim superiority in maxiy considera-
tions, nad lu justice te other kindredl
societies vne admait that tbey tee can
mot be censured for setting up their
respective elpims. Admitted thexi
that "lmoral;tyad rate-rnity" are tbc
essentirils net alone of Freemasonry,
but of other sister secieties, v.'bat im-
pression deces the ritualistie teaching
have oCher than to confzrm beliefs
and maxiis early incnlcated? SVe
knoi7 of ne instance wilereixi a Free-
mason, as sncb. vias a better citizen
than before initiation, or do vie knowm
one r. hose Christian life dated viith
biàs Masonie career. 1, ou the con-
trary, eau recal naany instances
viherein Masonry, instead of uphcid-
ing, a good naine, bas debased by
dxir.k- many choice friends, ana been
the indirect means of their ntter ruin.
1 bave seexi some of the best men that
Our vçicinity prodluces AS Maembers of
our fraý,ternity, anid their noble char-
acters bave aded a liold te Masonry,
vibicli last Mentioned vias vn]garl1
assumeda tne be the cause of -snobcÉ
ýirtUeS as tlic typical memb2rs pos-

sessed. They are the ones viho keep
aglovi the everlastwmg fires on our
altars.

It is needless te state that specu.
lative Masonry teaoheg everything
necessary for good 'citizenship and
* norality, but whlen 1 notice in report
of transactions of Grand Lodge (page
224) 1886, that a motion relating to
the non-permission of liquors of an
intoxicating nature in any room ad.
joining a lodge, &o., rias considered
ont of order and referred, te the next
annual commaunication, it vould ap-
pear that the motion, aithongli laia.
o-ver for session 1886, would neyer
psss. Our ancient bretliren w ere
r.ont to liold their mystie meetinggs in
taverus, and Burns affords us, in bis
"Inývitation tr, a Medical Gentleman,"
~an illustration of whlat vias anticipated:

STo bold our grand procession
Té get a blade o' Johnny's morais

~And taste a snatcb ô' rdansofls barrels,
Il the way of our profession."

Burns, in bis Masonlo relies, ex-
c.ept &,The Sons of Old Kille," neyer
fails, to mention that stfimulant, ihl
in bis &Holy Fair" lie says "Igies us
mair than eitlier sehool or colleg(e."
In the old "lTun Tavern," Philadel-
phia, the &:-,t lodge li America rias
beld, but no Burns lias left a poem to
commyemorate the dlay. But it is
xieedfless te state "b1ovi they (the
members) cronclded to the yill wilen
tbey viere a: dismi t." ft may be
addedat at the ,"BeNval" lodges
assemnbhd aI t taverna iu metropelitan
cities, and so continued to assemble
k-fS many years, as records of the
varions Britisliaxid coloni-al lodges,
rtestify.

"lOldtimes, are cbangedl, oldman-
ners gone," an& vie bave irnproveci P)
iu civi]ization. for nie areivil-
to ha-ve lu our larder the cdlucator
mentio-necl by Burns; and "vwiiel
nane but craftsmen ever sv.

Since cemnigthis article 1
bave become acquainted andb-ave haû
a lengtby con-veration Mâth two
Ma-ster Masons, ene a miniz-ter, thes

jotherâm;barister. The former ameni-


