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Canada existodl exclusively under
English mile, where they had first es-
tablished. Provincial Bodies in Upper
and Lower Canada, and subsequently
ini the Province of Nova Scotia, in-
oluding that of New Bmuns'wick, under
the late Honorable Alex. Keith as
Grand Commander.

When the political changes took
place i.n 1867, recoustructing the
British Provinces of Northi America,
the Grand Conclave of England issu.-
ed, a warrant to their Grand Com-
mander in Canada, changing the
name of his Provincial Grand Con-
,clave te that of "Grand Priory" for
the Dominion, authorizing him to as-
sumne the title cf Grand Prior of Can-
ada, reserving the then existing riglits
of the Provincial Grand Commander
of Nova Seotia. ]3y some miýconcep-
tien. il was flot clearly under8toed
thbat the Province of New Brunswick
iras inciuded in the Templar District
of Nova Scotia, where, in the City of
St. John, an Encampment existed.
established, in 1856 under the Chapter
General of Seotland.

The Grand, Prier of Canada, by
virtue of bis patent, issued. a provi-
sional -warrant in 1869, to open the
"Union de Molay" Encampment in
St John, New Brunswick. This cail-
ed forth a pretest from the Chapter
General of Scotland, on the plea of
intruding on their territory, as also
a communication from the Grand'
Conclave of England, requiring an
explanation for having encroached. on
the juriadiction of the Provincial
Grand Commander of Nova Scotia.

This controvrrsy terminated by the
Grand Conclave of England author-
izing Provincial Grand Commander
Reith to issue another warrant to the
"Union de Molay" Encampment and
iu the Chapter General of Scotland
ne longer insisting upon p, daim te
New Brunswick, St. John's Encamp-
ment being allowedl to continue under
the j urisdiction of scotiand.

This left at that period, 13 Encamp-
mnts nder the Provincial Grand
PRiory, exclusive of the Union de

Moley of New Brunswick and "Nova
Scotia", Encampment of Halifax, in
the District presidedc over by
Provincial Grand Commander Keith.
At hie death in December, 1878, the
Grand Conclave of England clirectedl
that the district should be amalga-
matedl juto the jurisdiction of the
~Grand Priory of Canada.

On the formation of a "C0ouvent
General'>' in England, composed of
the national governing Templar
bodies of the Empire, with H. IR. H.
the Prince cf Wales as Sup)remae
Grand Master cf the Convention, the
Provincial Grand Priory cf Canada,
following in the footsteps cf the poli-
tical changes in ils consolidation of
the Provinces into a Canadian Do-
minion, petitioned, Couvent General
te bo admitted as one of the Conven-
tien. This was grantedl lu 1876 by
patent, anà Grand Priory dieclared a
National Great Priory, on an equal
footing with the Great Priory cf Eng-
land and Wales and Nationaliby of
Ireland, Scotlandl having withdrawn
from' the alliance at its commence-
ment.

The first act cf the Great Priory
of Canada, as a national body, was
te invite the Scottish Templars cf
New Brunswick te jein them, and afi
the time, assurances irere held. out
that they would ultimately do se.

"Couvent General," having fallen
cf late years ile abeyauce, the Great
Priory cf Canada feit that it wonld.
be for the best interests cf the Cana-
dian body te separiate from the alli-
ance, and. having signilled their de-
sire te the Supreme Grand Master cf
"'Couvent General," (net as common-
ly supposed, as head of the English
nationalily,) he declared thema absolv-
ed. from ail connection iil Couvent
General andl alleiauce te himef.

Great Prîory being thus relieved.
from ail restrictions on her actions,
and recognizedi as the supreme gev-
erningy power of the Dominion, felt
bouud ta maintain her authority by
declaring ail Templar bodies in Cana-
da, w'hich diad not acknowledge her su-
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