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ation as in their athletic or social |
interests.  And he is at liberty to
help them as the teacher in the
private school helps his students,
except in the one point of the
doctrinal content of the religious
consciousness. To some, this
exception seems to cover every-
thing of capital importance. To
others, it seems an altogether
subordinate matter, or a matter
that may better be treated apart
from the orwdinary school instruc-
tion, in a separate institution. Jt
s well that free play 1is ailowed
under our gystem for the . ntisfac-
tion of a wide range of tastes and
convictions in this matter. A
state monopoly is not desirable 1n
any stage of our educational sys-
tem: p.rhaps least of all at the
secondary  stage. The public
schools must be undenominational
for generations to come-—probab-
ly as long as there are religious
denominations.  But private and
denominational schools should be
welcomed and recognized as hav-
ing their own work to do.

We may hope, that fraternal re-
lations between teachers of public
and private schools will be more
generally cultivated in the future
than they have been in the past.
Let me urge this upun you, breth-
ren, as a sacred and patriotic duty.
There are tendencies here which
may work good or evil to the
common-wealth. By wisdom and
good will, we may be able to fore-
stall the evil and secure the good.

Each of these great bodies of
teachers needs the help of the
other to stir it up to make its in-
struction more thoroughly educa-
tional,which means more true to life.
In the religious aspect of second-
ary instruction the teachers in the
two types of school are both work- |

ing under limitation, but under
different kinds of limitation. Sub-
ject always to such limita‘ion,
faithfully observed, all are respon
sible for keepiug theit students
past. the danger of permanent
skepticisra, of mere absence of
confidence and conviction; and to-
ward such faith as shall give *o
cach his best hold on hope and
love and righteousness. If the
best that can be done in that direcc
tion is a tone of voice tl-at gives
courage, or a look that is all truth-
fulness, let the word and look be
givenn.  The apportunity has not
been wholly lost.

So we may say in general: 1.2
demand that is growing into some
sort of dominance in the concerns
of private schools and public
schoois alike, is the demand that
instruction shall strike the ncte of
reality; that it shall find the real
pupil and give him *=struction that
he may lay hold of witligut pre-
tense and without precocity. Red
blood is going to school: and the
school is interested in things that
send red blood bounding to young
muscles and young vrains.

And what will be the result to
American scholarship? I think 1t
will be this: That teachers who
also have red blood will make
more strenuous demand for real
scholarship, ana will get it. The
need of improvement at this point
is urged and should not be dis-
counted. But one word is to be
added: We must be willing to stop
short of the highest possible
scholarship in our  American
schools, if that last finish of schoi-
arly excellence costs never so
little of real vigor of American
life. The life is more, ¢ ren, than
scholarship.

—The School Review,



