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epccîatI a 1'icICS. EDUCATIONAL THOUGBT GERMS.

The Newv York Journal of Education gives a full and interesting
THE RIGHT USE OF WORDS remcme of the papers and addresses presented by distinguished

educators at the recent Educational Convention, at New Orleans.

Every teacher will have icarned by exporience something of the The space at our disposal will net permit us to attenpt oven a sum-

difficulty to be met with in trying to convey to thc average pupil a mary, but de have culled a few passages, which seen te us worthydificuty e h mut wth a tyig t coveyto ho vergo upî "of apeciai cmiphabih :':ý ýio pttýacnt stage of educationai progreas.
correct notion of the use of a word by a formal definition. Somte of spe tempatis fo pt ten suta of euato cogress.

amusing~~~ ~ intnehv ooudrornoieoeae n or V give themn rat er for what they suget than what they contain.amusing instancc.' havo conte under our notice of lato. Oxie jour- Vr. Aiilreiv J. Rickq/t)-&heool EC'onvy.-"Tlîero are inany
nal col*lates th following :-"A teacher in an Enîglisli sehool, giv- -Vr. of-&hoolbEconomy,--"Thero or mn
ing a reading lessox to his class iii the presence of an inspector, kincdb of vaste, but they are not moroly waste of mnoney, or timen,aaked the boys what was meant by ' conscience '-.a word that had etc., but wasto of opportunity. The speaker classified the expendi-
occurred in the course of the reading. The class having been duly tures as follows:-For school bouses, supplies (including appar-
cramnmed for the question, answered as one boy: 'Ai inward atus), and instruction. Under the firat head ho considered that

monitor.' 'But what do you undorstand by an inward monitor?' the revival of interest mn public cducation of late years was at-

put in the inspector. To this further question only one boy an. tenîded by an imliudicious outlay for the erection of gr.and, imposing
nounced himself ready to respond, and his triumphantly given structures, to the prejudico of the work to bc donc im then. Con-

answei was: ' A hironclad, sir.' Asked ihat were the chief ends of munities went far beyond their means to satisfy local pride,
answx ias:A broxciud si.' ske wht wee te ciefend ofwhich woulld blave been nobler bad it recognized that, afterail, tha

of man, another boy replied : ' His head and feet ;' and a third, whch would ne bee bling, it th T, aer spoko
questionei as te wherc Jacob was going when lie was ten years old, teacher, and not lth buildng, î the school. The speaker spoke

repled hathe as goig o fo elven,,,upon this idea at length with emphansis. He said people buildreplied that ho as 'going on for heeti.h' workshopB (fine school bouses), and neglect to prt in good ma-Another Exchange gives two or tree other instances equally chincry, and their funds were insuficient for hiring good workmen.nmusing and instructive. hybid8lolbueofwihtyarpodnd av"A teacher told ber pupils that ferment means to work. When They build school bouses of which they are proud, and bave
ehe requested then to give sentences illustrating the neaning of schools of which they ought to be ashamed. What would it profit

them if thecy biad Windsor Palaces for achoul houses, and ignor-this word, one pupil said, 'My father ferments on the Boulevard.' them ifey hand alace fochol h es, a
Another teacher, attempting te describe the meaning of efferrece, anc, inexperience and stupidity at the teacher's desk ?

told ber pupils that it signifies te bubble or froth up, and fall over. Unireity.- It is -both good policy and iio administration te
To illustrate the idea received of the meaning of this word a pupil plant the Univrsity on tho popular affections and intercsts, and te
said, 'A man effervesced on the elevated r.tilroad.'" pl e Umvrsion terppr afos deiter

The fact is, it will often be found alinost impossible to convey by aid pubhi istruction wherever it can be safoly doue.
definition such an idea of the meaning and use of a word as will in). * * * *
sure its correct employment by the pupil, if he is previously unac. The conmon school gives the general education, the secondary
quainted vith it. Any ono on recallng and analyzing the process schools the higher education, and the University the highest of all
by ,hiclh ho has acquired bis own vocabulary, ivill find that he is the University creates the élite corps of culture,-the engineers of
mainly indebted net te the teachor or the dictionary, but to con. thought. The approaches te it should b open to every comlier,
versation and reading. whose faculties are trained for service in the fild of life.

The principle that in this case the child must "learn to do by do. Here the University lias mnuch to do which nmay be called sup-
ing," is easily reached. The moral is obvious. Let the pupil learn plementary. A part of the work is the elevation of the public toele
to make lis own definitions from observation of the uses of words and culture. This last is donc in part unconsciously and ivithouît
as they occur in the course of ls reading. any direct effort. The speaker then showed how it was effected

In order te cultivate the habit of observation thero aro no lietter tlirough the influence of the faculty and alumni, and through the
exercises than at one time to require the pupil tu express the influence of a fine public library, offeriig and opening i.a benefits
thoughts of a paragraph or poetical extract in his cvi langmage, te all. This is truc, also, of art galleries and museuns. The
and at another te construct original sentences embodying words niuseum is the workshop of the scientist and kindergarten of the
tsed in such passages. Cars should be taken te select passages for people. it tauglt natural science without a master.
practice onîly fron such authurs as are noted for accuracy in the The mnst direct nethod of reaching the popular mind is popular
use of words. lectures. Conducted by able mcn they awaken the spirit of

The same knd of exercise will b found tW serve another equally mnqumr' in many breasts, and diffuse important information. This
valuable end, m compelling use child te seize the meaîning of the is said tobe a diflicult comnunity to reach by this method. But if
author. The teacher iill b astonished to find how often frec and guaranteed by the University, and on subjects interesting
boys and girls, even those who read with tolerable correctiess, faml te the cmnimunity, it will after awhile becone the habit and per-
to gain any definite conception of the author's meaning. This in haps the fashion to attend."
probably due in a large imeasure to defects in the elemientary train- George Iiicks, Esq., of Kingston, Jamaica.-Educational progress
ing. But whatever the cause nothing is more common than tu find in Jamaica, West Indies. 3fr. Hicks thon discussed the question
that te aven bright pupils reading is very largely a necw muechanical whether education in Jamaica lias been accompanied by general
process. The teacher who can succeed by the use of the methods progress or the reverse,-whether the planter's cry, that Jamaicais
suggested, and others lie mnay devise, in compelling lins pupil te rumed, is well founded. He showed that the people are better
think, will accomplish more for thoir real development, which is housed, botter clad, botter fed, than formerly ; that they have
the only education, in a day than the nere routine outline will in a schools, and some have books and papers in their homes ; that thoy
week. Better still, lie la aidng i the formation of the habit which , have a largely incrcased nunber of churches, which thoy attend on
makes study a delhght, and the whole after lhfe one long procesa of Sunday, imstead of using the day for a market-day, as in ftie olden

ducaal growth. ' time ; that they, of late years, are bearing mnore of their own bur-


