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tainly not attempt it by arguments and rules | left to the parents of the childrerr to deter- lous that this important operation be sufficis

— by definition and demonstration. Wo

mine what catechism i3 so to be taught.  Ia

cutly executed ; and surely no legs anxiety

should endeavour to attain our object by iu- . this they will, of cuurse, be advised Ly their | shouid be evinced that the rudiments of in-
sinuating morals in the dirzuise of history, several epiritual direclers, aid T would | traction, which form the basis of all true
of poetry, and eloquence, — heroic eain- | strongly urge upon the, netice of both, au | Lnvaledyge, ehould be cﬁ‘cctua]l{ impressed
ples,—by pathetic incidents,—by soaiiiacuts  chseriation by a pupular writer of the pre- | vu tho uuads ef our youth of hothsexes. It
that cither exalt and furlify, or switen and ;- eut day, wieh T apprehend, will be fouwwd  will be propor, therefore, before we proceed
melt the human heart.” But the Looks ot 12 comey tie rewult of the cxpericnce of Jurther, to consider first, whethor any and
present in use in our Conunon Schovls, with | Yery many va this cubject, 1 had cctain- |y Lich of the Lranches of study here suggest-
their formal division into sections, aigut ien- 15y e says ¢ been well ins.ructed in t)!e.cd. may be, without detriment, dispen<ed

tative, didactic, &c., would absoluicly acew

teaots of var faith wheon at y Ll

j with; 1 the second place, whether, as scine

to be compiled upon a painciple the very re- LICTC, 35 I tuvt viaer ech ms.-. it is made suppore, the Common School be adapted for
verse of that here advucated. They aie iu-, ithsome a3 3 tu.hy and is Joulhiod Uhwa Wil fuaparting sustruction beyond the scope of

deed, in many instances, utterly uvautellizi.

“ N

alost a fecl..z of aver:don”

o r g iko clementary branches here proposed :—

ble to those for whose use they e been relizions focluize,” Le comtiges, or¢ offand, lastly, if not, in what way such urther

devised, and they ougzht there.ore to be at
once abandoned.

Works are not awanting to supply their
place. The object of the junior classes, in
such seminaries, is chiefly to gain a facility
in reading and spelling, accunpanicd by a
aeneral acquaintance with the noesof these
arts ; and the series of compilations prepar-
ed by Dr. BlcCulloch of Kelse, formerly of
the Circus Place School i Edwburgh, ap-
pears to me to be admirably adepted for
these purposes. By these bouks, the pupil
is ushereg, step by step, not ofly wurough
casy to more difficult passages, but he is at
the same time introduced to many of the
most interesting and pathetic histurical u-
cidents, and to 2 number of the arcana of
science. He is thereby gradually prepared
for following out, with eitect, the course of
study in which he will afterwards cume to
be tutored, while he is delighted with the
subject of his task—a consideration of no
mean importance,—for it should over be re-
membered that
«t No profit grows where is no pleasure ta’en.”

The senior classes, who are presumed to
have already acquired a tolerable facility in
reading and spelling, with a gencral know-
ledge of the application of these arts, should
be at all times prov “~1with a dictionary for
reference. Their course of reading will be
directed principally to history and biography,
and in particular to the history of the Bri-
tish Isles. It is to be regretted that no
suitable epitome of the histery of this Iro.
vince is in existence, but such a desider~mm
might perhaps be supplicd, if adequate en- .
couragement were to be proffered.  In 2d-
dition to historical and biographical works,
Chambers Introduction to the Sciences me-
Tits attention, as it will ferm an appropriate
link of connexion with the ulterior course of
study which it is my purpose to recommend.

Although these suggestions are maianly
designed «o 2pply to what may be tcnncdi
secular educatton, I must nevertheless bej

rmitted to record my opinion that tho,
ﬁblc ought to form a_regular class book,

cap be inruicateld to a laroa nuiaber of
scholars.  Itis the parent alvne who can
inatil, by precept and example, that true
senve of relizion which may serve as a
euile throveh fife .

In writing, engraved copy-lines should
uniformly be made use of; and th~ object
simed at ought to be to give the popil « dis-
tinct and legible, rather than an ornzmental
hand. There eopy lines might be wade to
serve an eXcellent purpose, if they were
composed of such ditlicult words in the En.
olish language as are pecoliar forth~'r =pcl-
ling or pronunciution, or of Latin or Trench
phreses in almost daily use, torether with
their meaniny or jmport. The rcholar
would thus becomz familiar with these.—
He should likewise be required to write out
his arithmetical rules and examples, hiz
grammatical exercises, &c, to read and

copy manuscript, and to write to dictation. '

By theee means he would readily acquire
the requisite dexterity in the use of his pen.

Arithmetical tuition should begin in the
Juunjor clasces with an inteilectual syrtem.
A larze board, painted black, suspended be-
hind the teacher’s desk, will enable him not
only to eatend the sy-tem according to the

pupils’ capaciy, but to_give such elucida.y

tions of the fundamental priaciples as will
greatly facilitate the child’s progress, when

he eirters upon the more reguiar course.—

The usual routine of mercantule arthmetic
sheald tersinate with a course of hook-
keepina by single entry.  This aga.n should
be fulluwed by an introduction to alsebra,
which will enuble the pepid to understand
the intricate, and indeed othernire unintel-
ligible, rules of evolution, &

Euclid should form a collateral branch of
study with the morc advanced rules of arith-
metic, algebra, &c., and by this means the
pupil will be prepared to enter upon asys-
tem of trigonometry and mensuration with
advantzge. It willbe kept in view, however,
that this, i my apprchension, is but a <c-
condary altainment contingent upon the
study of cuclid. It is not here recommend-
cd with a wish to make the pupils proficient

to be employed at stated periods in 2l Com- | mcthematicians.  No other course cauld Ja-
mon Schools. Not that I lovk upon it as, deed be followed, if it nere desired that they
Leing a book peculiarly well adapted for the | should beceme such—but a systemauc
purpose, but it is the foundation of our com. course of mathematics 13 now umversally
mon religious faith; and, therefore, “ull admitted to be the most effectual method of

who profess and call themselves Christians,”
ought to be familiar with its precepts from
their-youth. With this view the New Tes-
tament should be placed in the hands of the
junior classes, so soon as thoy arcable to
‘make use of it, and the whole Bible in the
hands of the senior classes. At ﬂgc same
time, a large map or maps, embracing the
Holy Land, znd other countries, noticed in
the sacred volume, should be suspended in
the school-room for reference.

Itis in many seminaries a practice for
the children of the junior classes, to be re-
quired to commit to memory a catechism or
other manual of religious belick.  To a cer-
tan extent thfh pr:ug;cc is commendable, 03
the pnnciple that the memoery i .mprove
by cx;:cxci.spo; but it should at all times be

cultivating the rational faculties, laying at
the same time the conly certain foundation
for the acquisition of allscientific knowledge.

English grammar and composition, and
the principles of geography and astronomy,
oughtto form indispensible branches of study,
and for the latter purposs, the teacher should
be provided with globes and regrular sets of
map3s both terrestrial and celestial.

The whole of these zeveral branches
(rith the exception periiaps of algebra and
mathematics, and it 1s with reluctance that
I make even this exception), ought to be
taught in our Common Schools to pupils of
both sexes. These form the foundation or
clements of all cducation properly so caudled.
Now, sir, inJaging the fuundation of a busid-
ing, & careful exchitect is estremely solicit

istruction 15 to be conveyed to the nsing
generation.

It is not requisite in the present day to
ofler any detadded arcument, to show that
th2 brancles of study here recommended
ouglt to be esteemed ndispensible. No
ong, I expect, will be inchned to dispute the
propesition.  The education of a child must
cither be dosiened to be extended beyond
the course here presenibed for the Common
School, or it 1aust not.  If it be not meant
to extend it bayond that routie, it is not ex-
pected that any one will pretend to maintam
that the course here suazested is too exten-
sive ; and if 1t be proposed-to carry the pu-
pil’s education further, then one and all of
the branches of study here recommended
are unquestionably indispensible to his fu-
ture progress. Somwe may be disposed to
: object t the introduction to algebra, but one
important yencfit to be derived from it has
been already hinted at, and, m case of the
pupil’s studies being further extended, it is
well known that no distinet explanation of
mechanical power can be given without a
reference to the principles of algcbra.

Vithout enlarging further upon this point,
thn let us at once proceed to the nexten-
quiry, whether it be advisable or indeed
| practicable, to extend the business of the
I Common Scheols to other branches. The
number of scholars that, under an ifnpreved
wystem, may be expected to attendixich a
scheol, may be reasonably cstimated at 45
30 of these we shall suppose to constitute
the junior, and 15the senior classes. Now
it is proposed that separate lessons shall be
given 1o cach of these pupils as follows,
viz. ;—

No. of separatg
Lcssons.
Juxior Crasses.

Inreading with the necessary

explanations, interrogations,
spelling, &c., 2 cach........ 690
In intellectual arithwetic. . . ... 30
In catechisma.cveve ... ... 30
In spelling with explunation
of words, distinct srom the
reading lessonSieaee cuven ... 30
. —15
Szxior Crasses. 9
In reading, &c., 2cach........ 30
In intellectual arithmetic. ... .. 15
Ingrammar..cca.eoo........ 15
Innathematics..teevaann..... 15
In geography and astronomy.-.. . 15
In writing to dictation and re- ;
VISINE SaMCaceveeennanay. . 15
In epelling, &Cueevecannrn g 15
12
—
4a

Tlhis shows 2 total of 270 separate-l
sons to be miven in the: course of th
These, 1t must be remarked
of the indispensible, 1hough only occasionaly
istructions in writing and  arithmotic,
which somctimes engage no small portion
of tho teacher’s timo; and of the gencral

CS3
¢ day,
, are exclusivg

svpervision of tho school.  Now, in conntry



