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get ready. Did the lieutenant excuse you 
from parade ?”

"I didn’t ask him. Colonel Lawler was 
nood enough for me.”

“Colonel Lawler left the post at five 
o’clock, and couldn’t have wanted you.

“All the same I was acting under his 
orders and nobody else's. If you want any 
other authority you can go to Colonel 
Morris; I’m busy now." And with his 
hands in his pockets, and a jerk of the head 
to his companion, Welsh whirled about and 
led the way down the road toward the 
store, Abrams slowly following in his 
wake, but looking back as though curious to 
see the sequel. The first sergeant stood an 
instant flushing and with wrathful eyes, 
but raised his hand in respectful salute as
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the young troop-commander came quietly 
along. Miss Marshall leaning on his arm..., 

"You warned him for guard, sergeant?
said Hearn, answering Wren's salute., 

"Yes, sir; and he says Colonel Lawler 
excused him from parade.”1

"I reported the absence to Colonel 
Morris, and he tells me that there may have 
been some such understanding, sergeant. 
At all events, as Colonel Lawler has gone, 
he would give Welsh the benefit of the 
doubt; so we have nothing further to do 
with the matter.” . ,.....
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him; the colonel won't let him." ...
«The colonel won't, is it?" said Duffy, 

with a wrathful grin. "Be jabers, if 1 
were colonel I'd command my regiment, 
and no newspaper man would scare me out 
of it. It's the Palladium that commands 
Fort Ryan to-night, and that blackguard 
Welsh is post adjutant—more shame to us 
*Silence there, Duffy ! No more of that 

talk !" ordered Wren, as he banged to the 
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"And the man cut parade to-nightion 
pléa that Mr. Abrams wanted to talk 
him. He was the ‘one private absente 
ported from C troop," said Whir ten. ToThat's the reason the sergeant is after 
him now, I fancy, either to arrest him, 
else warn him for guard. tamnting to

"If 1 were Hearn I'd quit attempting, 
discipline that young man, said Major 
Kenyon, pessimistic and glowering aseven tHe ought to have sense enough to know 
that the worst blackguard in the service, 

with the press behind him, is more than a 
match for any officer who seeks to do his 
dud if I were Hearn," drawled Martin, 

«I’d make that particular protege of
‘Palladium do his duty, if I died for it, especially after the marked copies that 

came to-day. Now watch." Tateely fol-
The first sergeant, a trim, soldierly tel- 

low with determined face and manner and 
quick energetic step, had by this time over, 
taken the pair who, strolling together, had 
almost reached the picket fence and were |special 
within ear-shot of the Lane's piazza. Mrs. -----: 
Lane glanced eagerly up the road for 188

, Marshall and Lieutenant Hearn at that,
| very moment came from the W har one

quarters next door and appeared upon the 
gravel walk, Wallace following with Jean-

. nettee McCrea..
Sergeant Wren had stopped short on 

overtaking the trooper, and, with scant 
ceremony, addressed him in tones that a
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