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ships—U» champion Rothesay and
her worthy rival the .Tasso. Some 
time afterwards the Rothesay ran 
ashore at Western Bay, Day de Verde, 
during a blinding show storm. She 
was the under the command °f the 
same Captain Taylor. After con­
siderable difflculty and great expense 
she was floated off and towed to Hr. 
Grace by the old steamship Ellen 
Gisborne, and was turned bottom up 
at Munn’s wharf, where a new keel 

When this was ae-

Iseders, and eaeh'rled with the ether
te aooompllsh the most dangerous un­
dertaking Aral, It was the height of 
their ambition to bq Bret on the yard 
arm, first over the hows when the 
“rame" were used to enable the orews 
to assist their ships In their passage 
through the Icefloes i hi a word, there 
wad crmpetitioe In every act et their 
busy and exciting lives.

TASSO VS. ROTHJUUT.
Aid now I shall give a brief ac­

count of the historic race that eeeurw 
red between two pt our famous local- 
built ships, whleh caused such a great 
oommotfon fc* our countrymeny y»*** 
ago.

Owe eUrty years age there steed
prominent forward amongst out atilp. 
builders three men, either of whom 
was looked upon as the Michael 
Angelo In the construction pi our mer­
cantile marine In this country, and 
they built scores of ships which were 
noted tor their beauty of model, sail- 
lag qualities sad durability. It would 
be diftsuit, no matter how
proficient in nautical affairs, to award
tug prise to either one or tb* other. 
Bach had s gleriens record, baring 
built and launched the most famous 
qf qur fleet. Although several of the 
vessels were employed between Eur­
ope, South America and elsewhere, It 
sopehpw happened that oae was a 
week or move ahead In startler, and 
thus nothing definite could be acquir­
ed as to their sailing qualities, the 
etngrihew of thq crew, or the capa­
bilities of the masters. The name* of 
those great mastpr-hullflers were Mi­
chael Hearney, of St John’s; and 
Jonas and Robert. Newhook, of New 
Harbor, Trinity Bay. At last the op­
portunity occurred of deciding once 
and for always the point as to which 
should bear the palm. Each of the 
famous ships field a notable record, 
the Rothesay of pqrfoqr Brace, fiuilt 
by Hearnqy, and owned by Pqnton & 
Munn, h§V|ng made tile njp from the 
abovg port tq Liverpool and pack in 
38 days, and the Tasso, built by New­
hook, owned by Stabb Rowe & Holm- 
weod, St. John’s, had »lse a record 
hard to best, evsu by the cflppers, 
which were built and manned by Bri­
tish Workmen and sailors' on tfie other 
side of the Atlantic. The Rpthesay 
was commanded by Capt. Taylor, and 
the Tasso by Capt. Goldsworthy, and 
each was manned by as hardy and 
competent a crew as ever water wet.

In the year 1866, the good ship 
Tasso, of 8t. John’s, Newfoundland, 
barque rigged, built In 1863 or 1854, 
sailed from the wharf of Stabb Rowe 
A Holmwood, bound to Demerara,
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Because in& Kltz was put le hey. 
cempllehed she was righted again and
the servlçes of the fire engine Me<- 
lock were brought into requisition, 
and as the fanm* machine was pro- 
vidsd with extension handles capable 
of permitting fifty men to work on j 
each side, she was quickly pumped j 
out, and was once more upright on 

■ her new keel. Before she ran ashore 
she was barque rigged, with spanker, 
gaff-topsall and middle topmast, stay­
sail, but afterwards she was rigged 
a brig, and her name changed to 
Terve Neva. Bhe was lest during the 
gysat gal# of October 9tp, 1867, #t 
Indian Pickle, Labrador. Capt. John 
Kehoe, unci# of Inspector Mackey’s 
Wife, wqs In command «! that occa­
sion. Thus passed away the pride of 
onr local fleet, whleh for many years 
may have met her equal, but there 
was nothing afloat to show her stern 
to Kearney’s «bel d'eeavre, the Roth­
esay.

The Tasso was 303 tqps, about 60 
tons larger than her successful rival. 
The career of this sylepdM specimen 
of loeal-hullt vessel was forever 
finished during the great gale of 
December, 1866, while on'" a voyage 
from Rio Janeiro, Brazil, to Hew 
York, with a cargo qf coffee. When 
off Sandy Hook, the full force of the 
hurricane burst upon the ship, and 
notwithstanding the herqfc efforts 
of the captain and crew, she was 
driven against the rqcks. Pour of the 
crew, three Bf. John’s men and an 
Englishman, panged the life-boat, 
but they had barely entered her when
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(H. F. SHORTia,)
I Kothlng Interests Newfoundland- j who have sailed out of Gloucester, IT.
L more than to hear accounts of the S-A-
L the hardships and the escapes ArCUc
r ‘ | lions we had the famous navigators
| their fellow-countrymen, more es- ( Capta(n Richard Pike, also Captains 
Irially upon the hlgh *«£ri Shd. tkis , Normgn, Ash, Barry and others, not 
I nothing to be wondered at, as from forgetting the famous seal-hunter, 
he immemorial their lives have c Capt Arthur Jackman. Captain Rice 
Ln, and still are, mainly connected and lse-pllot Norman were connected 
Lh the fisheries and mercantile of with the Greeley Expedition in search 
L country. In years gone by, before, of the North PoleXVe have to-day 
Be sailing fleet was superceded by ( Capt. Bob Bartlett, who has made 
Liam, hundreds of our young men , such a record for himself during the 
Cere employed in our mercantile. Peary Expedition, and many others. 
Cirine, and their reputation tor able- j Capt. Bob is about to take charge ef 
limanship, agility and power of another expedition with the same ob- 
fithstanding hardship, and their con- 1 ject In view, and if pluck, perserer- 
teipt of danger, gave them a wide- ance, ability and daring count for any- 
(prld reputation. Their servicer were j thing, he will succeed, and L-have *1- 
jlght after and eagerly availed of on | ways maintained that It all dlalqtea 
nth sides of the Atlantic, and hence are to be finally settled with regard 
is find their names figuring in the to the Pole and Its surroundings, it 
Writime history of England, United [ will be accomplished by a Newfound- 
bites, India, Japan, Brasil, and all lander, and that Newfoundlander will 
lese countries where commercial en- | be Capt. Bob. All the great love of 
uprises have been steadily advancing sea-faring life, surrounded as it Is by 
■til they attained the prominence hardship and dangers Has been hand- 
ticb they possess to-day. In the ed down from sire to son, until it has 
lit India trade Capt. Alexander become their very nature to seek the 
lilt (uncle of Lady Bowring) was a most dangerous adventures, and thus 
Hated and competent commander, j they are to be found in the front 
Id for many years sailed between ' rank of every enterprise where their 
union Calcutta and other ports in duty calls them. In the late terrible 
«lia and China. In Egypt we had the war they have also performed woo­
ls Captain Richard Piyor of St. tiers, and their daring, heroism and 
In's, who was for many years in hardihood have been favorably oom- 
arge of one of the largest of the mented upon by the Admiralty. Many 
eat fleet of steamers plying between of them have received medals for 
i above country and English ports, conspicuous bravery. I cannot pass 
i the far South we had Capt. Theo- over the deeds of such heroes as Sir 
le Watts (brother of the genial H. Henry Pynn, and the hundreds of 
Watts, H.M. Cystoma, St. John’s), others who-have fought end died for 

I most successful! seal-killer in New Freedom during the Napoleonic wars, 
«land for many years. Ip British as well as during the great struggle 
inmbia we had, and still have, some In the United States during the Civil 
them—the Noels, Keefes, Jack- War. We had Newfoundland heroes 

ms, Alcocks, Heaters, dosses, and then, both on sea and land, at Oettye- 
iny others who have upheld the re- burg and other great battles, but they 
lation of their native land In that are rarely referred to. 
rthera clime. It Is needless to mto- In their youth a spirit of friendly

Newfound-

she was swamped by a hea(y sea end 
breakers and the four of them were 
drowned. The Capt. and the remainder 
o? the crew remained on board the 
ship and their terrible condition being 
observed by the watchmen on shore, 
efforts were quickly made to save 
their lives. A life-saving rqcket, with 
a Une attached, was fired In the di­
rection ft the Ill-fated ship, but It 
fglled to reach, and five times thesef- 
fort was repeated, and at the fifth, 
most fortunately, the rocket carried 
the lies on board the Tasso, where It 
was quickly secured by the crew. 
Communication was now established 
between the Tasso and the life-savers 
on shore, a hawser was attached to 
the line, which was also secured by 
the shore people, After-which a .life­
saving car was sent on board over 
thtv hawser, pulled back sfnd forth by 
those on either end. until the unfor­
tunate mariners were safely landed. 
It Is worthy ef note that the rescue 
o7 the crew of the Tasso from the 
wreck was the firstT'trial of the life­
saving rocket on the American coast 
and at the time caused the greatest 
interest amongst shipowners and 
mariners as well as people generally 
of the old world and the new.

Ope after another of our great fleet 
have passed out of existence, while 
to-day we do pot possess a solitary 
f hlp of the above class to remind us 
of the dare when our local-built 
clippers carrlfd the products of our 
country to every port of Europe and 
America, and. made the house flags, 
of our merchants as familiar along 
the coasts ef England, Ireland and 
Scotland, France, Spain, Portugal, 
Greece, Brazil, etc., as. are the na­
tional flags of those countries to our­
selves at the present day. The Clutha 
was the lqa$ of our great fleet, and 
good work she performed under the 
command of the veteran Capt. Joyce, 
who is still amongst ns hale and 
hearty.
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tbusiaatie over the prospect of 
such a glorious opportunity to test 
the sailing qualities of the famous 
ships. The two captains bet ten 
pounds sterling op their respective 
ships, the consignees took a hand In, 
and the sailors bet according to their 
means. As the Rothesay had to go 
to Hr. Grace, it was decided that the 
result should be final upon the first 
to arrive and report 'at Gape Spear, 
St. John’s The two ships left Demerara 
at 3 o'clock p.m. on a beautiful day 
la July, with a light breeze and every 
Inch of sal) that they could carry on 
them. Each captain and crew saw 
hie rival with everything drawn and 
going through the water like a sword­
fish. The eua aeon set and the tro­
pical night o'ercast the rival ships. 
The next morning came, and tjiere 
was no elgn of the Rothesay from the 
look-out on the Tasso. There was a 
line breeze blowing, and the Tasso 
was slipping along at the rate of nine 
knots, with scarcely a ripple under 
her hows. Favorable weather con­
finas# until the 14th day out, when 
about Î a.m. Cape Race light was 
seen quite near, the Cape being some­
what enshrowded In mist When the 
sun rose the mist disappeared, and 
the look-out sighted a sail well In to­
wards the shore; but, thought the 
captain anfl crew, it could never he 
the Rothesay. After a while they 
made out that. It was a full-rigged 
barque, and. then It was known It was 
their rival. Then came the tug-of- 
war—Greek to Greek—the pride of 
the Newfoundland Mercantile Marine! 
The Rothesay was further towards 
the land than her rival, and managed 
to natch occasional puffs of wind 
from the /headlands, and passed the 
winning point. Cape Spear, in ad­
vance of the Tasso. When the Tasso 
arrived at Cape Spear, the Rothesay 
was off Sugar Leaf, and thus won the 
race, which. I should say, was more 
Interesting than some of the Inter­
national ocean races W^ch take place

to account all the benefits that are to 
be derived from modern Improve­
ments In the art of shipbuilding. The
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No, No, but back to the Star 
Movie To-night Is the 

Popular Fawnette.
Oil Heater Wicks. *

\

Perfection and Barler.The hundreds of admirers will 
learn with pleasure that the popular 
movie Idol, Miss Fawnette, will again 
greet them at the Star Movie to­
night When It is remembered 
that it was only on. Monday she 
broke a blood vessel, her appearance 
this evening seeme almost Incredible, 
yet with grit and determination, she 
comes back "like the Flame of the 
Yukon” and, aa will be seen from the 
ad., she with Mr. Tesori will do, In 
appropriate ccatume, a Hawaiian 
number of the South Sea Isles. This 
In itself will be well worth the price 
of admission, not to speak of Regin­
ald Denny In round twelve of the ex­
citing "Leather Pushers," whilst Mr. 
Tesori,"'the singer of singers, will 
render "When gold turns to grey." 
On Monday there will be shown a 
Jewel Super Special De Luxe, entitled 
"Trifling with Honor,” In eight parts 
al thrilling drhma of a man who sunk 
into the depths and was won back by 
love ,a boy whose faith brought hap­
piness to the two he loved beet, a 
girl whose love brought the man back 
and a friend who played square and 
lost gamely.
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ace sure to give satisfac- 
lion. They give the kind 
of Service you want. Are 
quick, clean, safe, ele­
gant, and labor-saving. 
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55c. lb,! that will surely
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