AT i

T S

AR CHEPIGR, ¥ CW JE Py

A Graphic Account -== De-|:
cisive British Stroke.

Mr. Will TIrwin, the well-known
American journalist, contributes to
the New York Tribune the first com-
plete account of the famous Battle of
Ypres—an account reproduced in the
Daily Mail of yesterday. The Battle
of ¥pres Mr. Irwin describes, as “a
decisive action, perhaps the really de-
cisive action of the war,” for it closed
the last gap in the combined defen-
sive operations of the Western Allies,
made impossible any further German
move. on Paris or any move to take
the French in the rear, and sealed the
road to Calais. It was also an action
which will stand as one of the most
glorious achievements in British
miltary annals, for though more Eng-
lish troops were engaged here_than
in any previous battle of the Empire,
they numbered only 120,000, against
600,000 of the Germans, which is
more than were engaged in the whole
Franco-Prussian War. For its know-
ledge of this great struggle the public
has hitherto had to rely upon the
technical narrative contained in the
despatches of Sir John French. Mr.
Irwin now supplies a highly graphic
and easily comprehensible record of
the proceedings of those -eventful
days.

He first recounts the main stages
(,f the enemy’s advance through Bel-
'gium into France until his cavalry
[outposls were almeost at the gates of
iParis, of the recovery of the Allies,
iprofiting by Von' Kluck’s sudden
march eastward away frem Paris so
that the Crown Prince’s army might
have the honour of entering the
French capital from the northeast,
and of the hurried retreat of the Ger-
mans until they found safety behind
the line of the Aisne. It was soon
after that—early in October—that
the whole of the English Army was
moved over toward Calais and that
the line of battle began to lengthen
fever northward and westward, final-
{1y to reach the sea. On October 11,
thowever, the 50-mile gap between
iLille 4nd the coast lay open, and with
the fall of Antwerp the Germans
swept towards it, driving before them
the Belgian Army and General Raw-
linson’s division, which had arrived
too late to save the fortress.

! THE GAP IN THE LINE.

The Belgians took up a final posi-
tion on the River Yser, while General
Rawlinson, roughly joining forces
with them on the right, extended his
line towards Ypres. About the same
time the French gave up Lille and
then La Bassee and threw into the

gap their Territorials in an almost
desperate effort to stay the onrush of
the far heavier German masses. The
line was bending dangerously and the
breaking point was near, when, on
October 11, the first of the main Brit-
ish .force detrained at St. Ome:

Mr. Irwin proceeds:

By the 19th the English Army was
fighting a scattering, confused-look-
ing battle whose focus was Ypres, the
beautiful old capital of French Flan-
ders. By that time, also, the Belgian
army, which had been given a brief
breathing-spell by the Germans, was
desperately engaged in .holding the
Yser at the point of the line nearest
the sea. The bridge-head of the Yser
the critical point.fer them, had been
lost and won back; falling back on
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the Flemish, the Belgians had flooded
the country; the extreme left of the
line was secure.

Rawlinson, stretchipg his lines be-
yond all seeurity, was fighting a des-
perate battle to hold Ypres and to
maintain touch with the Belgians and
their French reinforcements to his
left. By the 20th that line had grown
perilously thin; by the 20th, too, the
German masses were coming on fast-
er and faster; and they were bgin-
ning to strike at his weakest spot—
his -touch with the French and Bel-
gians to his left.

SIR JOHN ERENCH’S STRATEGY.

Meantime Sir John French, even be-
fore the whole Army was detrained,
had swung his main forces through
a series of manoceuvres which, I sus-
pect, the soldier of the future will
study for their brilliance and for
their defiance of military tradition.

In all this torn, bleeding province
of fire and death the action rose to
separate battle which would have been
famous in old wars. The soixante-
quinze guns of the French artillery
support, the rifles and bayonets of
the English Third Corps took the hill
of Mont des Cats; did it, too, against
odds. That same Third Corps—al-
ways the attacking foree, and most
always against odds—went forward in
a week to Armentieres, a gain of 20

| miles® or more. The Second Corps,

fighting on the right of the Third,
made a narrower turn. It pivoted cn
La Basse; its left went forward 10
miles to a point where it was in touch
with the Third.

So as the critical 20th approached
the main force under Sir John French
extended for some 25 miles from be-
fore La Basse to a point beyond
Ypres; and now the German resist-
ance stiffened and held. Neither tie
English nor the French could .drive
much farther. But the line, was €s-
tablished. - And it was a straight line.
Half-formed, insecure, it still reach:d
out and touehed that Franco-Belgian
defence which ran from the Forest of
Houthheoulet to the sea.

That extreme leit of the British
line—the point where it joined the
line of its Allies—w: held by Raw-
linson’s harassed, mu-c.nv‘“ed dx-'
vision. And ‘just then more G

and still more Germans were ru
down the Belgian railroads. 3
seemed to rain down on us every-
where,” a !spectator 'has said; but
most of all they rained on that weak
point to the left.

Now French, ‘“violating every rule
of war,” had not only drawn the
lines of his important Second+ and
Third Corps very thin, but he had
shot his last bolt of reserves. All the
reinforeements available from Eng-
land had been used up in filling out
units—this purely inteHectnal sum-
mary has taken no account of the
heavy cost in life and limb of these
British attacks. The-Indian troops,
hurried up from Marseilles, had been
rushed to the front. The day when
they arrived the English forces were
hanging on by their -eyelids. Some-
one, I am told, looked back from a
trench and saw a solitary outpost, a
turbanned, cloaked figure of the de-
sert, very startling in the green,
peaceful French landscape,riding over
a hill. Back of him nodded the tur-
bans of Sikh Cavalry; and the Eng-
lish in the trenches, who seemed past
emotion, waved theéir rifle-brarels and
cheered. But mneither Indians nor
French- Territorials nor French Cav-
alry nor French Artillery seemed
sufficient. ;

Only the First Corps remained out
of action. An army dees not move
in a day; while the Second Corps and
the Third had been battering their
way through a 25-mile advance, the
First, under General Sir Douglas
Haig, was still coming over from its
old position before Soissons. By the
20th they were detrained and ready
for the line.

There came that might a special
moment of decision for Sir John
French; and on his decision perhaps
rested the fate of the campaign. He
himself has stated it undramatically
in his despatches. Should he use the
First to reinforce the Second and
Third, thereby seécuring the ground
already won on the right? They were
drawn thin, the Second and Third—
thin. Omne day, it is said, French vis-

.| iting the lines, talked to a colonel
}'who was hard pressed. “We can’t

hold out mueh longer, Sir,” said the
cclonel. “It is impossible!” “I want
only men who can do the impossible,”
said French. “Hold!” :

The Second and Third ‘were doing the
impossible. If -any military forece
since wars began ever needed rein-
forcements it was this one. But there
was the threat beyond Ypres at the
point between the English left and the-
Franco-Belgian right—a place where
the weak spot in the bladder might
bulge and, bulging too much, break.
Sir John French, “with the air,”
some one has said, “of a business man
closing a deal,” made his decision and
turned in for a little sleep. ‘He chese
to let the Second Corps and the Third
continue with the impossible. He
sent the First Corps to the line about

whole series of actions—Ypres. They
incorporated what was left of Raw-
linson’s force; then prepared to dig
in and held.

THE GREAT ASSAULT.

Ten days followed in which nothing
decisive happened and éverything

attack from side to -side, searching

| as it had been when Haig moved up {4

‘his First Corps. The British held on
and continued to dig in.

workhg themselves

[

the immemorial defensive measure of-

the city which has given name to this

happened. The Germans rocked their i

for the weak spot. They gained here;,
| they lest there; but the line remained
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courage; captured orders showed that
the Kaiser had commanded a- great
agsault which should clear the way
to Calais and to Paris.

Before the sun was high on that
morning of the 3ist a British aviator
vol-planed down to Li3 own line with
a wing damaged by sirrapnel. He drop-
ped from his ¢ .wL and shaken.
‘“A close call?” y asked. “It isn’t
taat!” he said, what I've seen—
three corps, I ts you—against our
First!” o he jerke! out his story.
He had seen -t¢ rcads and ridges
llka .x‘ s 2ud rutréns with men;

ga pixw rics going into
: een, far away, the
(.awlmﬂ g rpents which  were!
still more rmeaen regiments going to
their sla 1 “And we're so thin
from up ther:,” said, “and they're
ny!” i-on this came hur-
c@guarters from the!
rr.ixl'lv and a
crman  infantry
Division of the
Y s: the Division
tac Frinch -support
“We must have re-
the message. “I
sentries and my
& s replied French.
Disasters after disaster followed. The
Royal Scots Fusiliers, remaining too
long in a hot place, were for their
valour cut off. The (uw" ans had
found new artillery - k
shelled Gene
quarters.
houser- Haig s'Q
but nearly -every staff
First Corps was kill<d
The arm up there
legs—wses fighting a
primative. fighting i

A day's mzn'ch aw

bhe ford where 2,000 3
u‘.d his close call ‘frcxn
That was the Dbattle
snatching: a shield = from
himself plunged into the thick
things and, acting as line-officer and
general all at conee, rallied’ the l.o-
man army. Varfare has changed,
but manhood and leadership remain
the same. French jumped into his
motor-car and rushed to the line of
the First Division. He had not so far
to go as he thought. ' The line ‘had
retired four miles. Through his
glasses he could see the close-locked
quadruple ranks of German infantry-
men attacking everywhere. - And ev-

‘erywhere the English were- fighting

valiantly, but without method. They
were in it to the last man—even the
regimental c¢ooks. The officers of in-
fantry and cavalry were firing with
the men, their servants loading spare
rifles behind them.

THE COST OF VICTORY.

Mr. Irwin tells how Sir John
French then gathered up a‘'part of the
broken First Division, threw it at the
flank of the German attack, broke it,
snatched back the positions lost, and
rested finally on his original line.
The writer continues:

The English had merely held—
technically—really, they had won the
climacteric action in that long battle
which must determine the future
course of this war. The cost of it
was no less than the cost of other
famous victories. One regiment went
into that campaign 1,100 strong. They
came out but 73, And most of their
lost thousand went down that day
before Ypres. Another regiment took
1,350 men to the western front. They
had fewer than 300 when the Battle
of Yprés was won. Most “of them,
tQo, fell in this action of October 31.

In old wars a battle lasted a day or
two; victory came in an hour, and it
was all over but the pursuit; the
courier went forward to the capital;
there was illumination and bell-ring-
ing. In this new war no onme, not
even the commander, may fnow the,
decisive moment; the day of real vie-
tory blends into days where the fight
still goes on; to none of these mod-
ern battles is there as yet an end.
October 31 was the decisive point of
the action before Ypres; but no one
knew it then. The attacks and coun-
ter-attacks, the digging in, went on.
French troops began arriving in its
force to strengthen and make sure
the line.

Nevertheless the Germans had one
more great assault on their program.
Ypres is the old historic capital of
French Flanders; and the British ob-
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most beautiful building of its kind in
Flanders, went unscathed by shells.

particular purpose, Kaiser Wilhelm
himself was movlng forward with a
C p assault

3 ~ definitely

£ the h u To do'

*-w‘mlm andm of the Al-
lies, and  then, @s’ by, custom "he
might, he intended to annex Belgium
in the Cloth Hall of Ypres. He came
with his ‘'own Prussian Guard; it was
that Guard which, on the 15th, led
another terrible massed atmck It
was no less vigorous than the attaek:
of the 31st; but the English, rein-
forced now by the French, met it bet-
ter.

Again the dense masses poured in;,
again the very officers fired until
their rifles grew too hot te hold.
‘When, that might, the:strength of ‘the.

. German attack was Spenf, the better

part of the Prussian Guard lay dead

In a wood—lay, at some places, in

ranks eight deep. 'Phe second and
lesser climax was past.” A fortnight
more, and the line from La Bassee to
the sea had been Yocked as thorough-
ly as the line from Switzerland to
La <Bassee. It had cost England

50,000 men out of 120,000 engaged—a |:

proportion of loss greater than any
previous war ever knew. It had cost
the French and Belgians 70,000. It
probably cost the Germans 375,000.
Thdt ‘is a ‘half million in all. The
American Civil War has been called
the most terrible in modern history.
In this one long battle Europe lost
as many men as the North lost in the
whole Civil War. -

“What Are You

Doing for that Eczema? |

“Nothing; I've about given up try-
ing to cure it.”

“That is not wise. Do as I did and
you will probably be cured in a short
time. I used Zylex and Zylex Soap
with it and my Eczema began to im-
prove at once. A couple of boxes

cured me. You can get Zylex at your |

druggist’s.”
Zylex, 50c. a box; Zylex Soap, 25c.

a cake.

Zylex, London.
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Coming Theatrieals

at Rossley’s.

Nr. Iuck Rossley will open his
st End Theatre on Easter Monday
ith cverything new but the name.
The ‘Rossleys, themselves performers

of repute, have traveled pretty well
all ovr the world where vaudeville
existed. They both thoroughly un-
derstand their business and have
given us some splendid entertain-
ments in the past. Mr. Jack Rossley
has engaged high class artists to op-
en on Easter Monday. They left Liv-
erpool last Friday by the s.s. Scandi-
navian- (Allan  Line), and should ar-
rive heré some timo next week, all
being wel. When patrons hear who

Mr. Rossley has secured, they will

know how hard he has tried to please
and will say he . has sueceeded.
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Cape Report

Special to Evening Telegram.
CAPE RACE, To-day.
Wind N. N. W., blowing a fresh

3

breeze, weather fine; ice about 5
miles off here but cloge in shore east-
ward in vicinity of -Renews. ’I‘he S.
S. Lars Kruse was ordered to Louis-
burg and left here at 4 p.m. yester-
day; two small schooners passed in
at daylight this morning, and the
barqt. Dunure and three-masted schr.
Dorothy Baird are lying near Cape
Bollard waiting a chance down shore.
Forty bergs are in sight long shore.
Bar. 28.95; ther. 42.
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GAS COKE ylelds 44 per ceat of

radiant heat, whereas coal gives only
19 per cent. under the same comdi-
tions.

GAS COKE is clean to handle, &

GAS COKE is smokéless.

GAS COKE gives a clear red glow

GAS COKE lasts longer than coal.

Light the fire with paper an¥ sticks
and a little coal. When omce burning
make it up with Coke, the cheapest
solid tuel .

For a um!t.ﬂ time only, the St
John’s Gas Light Company will de-
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“OURS” IN THE WEST END.

A highly attractive programme of
songs and pictures at this: classy 1it-'
tle theatre. The crowd is 80 great
every night that Mr. Bosqley will
soon have fo extend the : “building.
The new shipment of films “are ‘de-
lightful, all teatures
eature n

We have received a shlpment of Wood and Iron Plows .and kmdly ask mtendmg purehaser
to get -our price before buying elsewhere.

We are agents for the Massey-Harris famous Farming Tools and will be pleased to mail cata
logue and priee list on application.

MARTIN HARDWARE CO.,fLimited.

This week we are throwing open to you one of the
Finest Chanc_es you could wish for to save money on

Tweed Pants.

Prices :

$2.20, 2.50, 2.70, 2.80 & 3.00

per pair.

If’s an Absolute Bargain Offer.

A. & S. RODGER

mar25,th,f s, tu,th,s

O e e e o ARSI

T W RS R —————

$

Fridajy

Men’s

They come in Kl

excellent hard we
full sizes. Reg. 90«

Boot POllS
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New To-Day!

Ladies’ Ready-to-Wear
HATS,

Stylish Shapes.

Just Opened the Latest Creation, in

Ladies' OIL HATS,

WATERPROOF. =
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SAILOR FRONT

For boys’ Sailor S
have them in White
fine Serge embroidere
taped edge. Reg. 2
Fri., Sat.,, and W‘ndl

WHITE SHEE

Friday, Saturday an
Meonday, per pair
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1v
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teg. $1.00. Friday, Sat

Men’s
Sweater Coa

In plain Grey only, wi
shaped neck; a nice gar
for Spring wear; ass
sizes. Reg. $1.40. l
Fri., Sat. & Mon.. .

Ladies’
|Street Sh

New arrivals in
Footwear; this pa
line comes in Black
gola, Blucher shape,

toe; high heel; ches
good. Regular $1.68
«day, tarday ~
'~ and Monday




