
PAGE FOUR EDMONTON BULLETIN, MONDAY, AUGUST 31, 1968.

1HE EDMONTON BULLETIN
(SEMI-WEEKLY.)

DAILY—Delivered in City, $4 per 
year. By mail, per year, $3... By 
mail to United State* per year $6.

SEMI - WEEKLY—Subscriptions per 
year $1. Subscribers in the Urw 
ited States $2. All subscriptions 
strictly in advance.

BULLETIN CO., Ltd., 
DUNCAN MARSHALL,

Manager,

MONDAV, AUGUST 31, 1908.

friend» aij allies. Another is that concessions in favor of French ini- 
Neither Mr. Ames nor any other man broideries, silk and lace goods, also 
has said, suggested or intimated that that Switzerland profited as much as 
a limit was ever sold to anyone but France by the convention. The manu- 
the highest bidder for it. Another is facturera of agricultural machines, 
that the former Government gave away and a certain number of wine growers 
23,000 square miles of timber for noth- also complained, the" latter pointing 
ing and disposed altogether of twen- out that the concessions on export- 
ty-nine thousand square miles able wines, those of 13 to 14 degrees, 
at an average of 15 cents per square were very slight. Thereupon Melino, 
mile; the present Government has giv-j the protectionist ex-Minister, induc- 
en away none and sold 6,000 square ed the committee to demand certain 
miles at an average of $89 per square j statistics necessary to complete the 
mile. By handing out the 29,000 ^ examination of the question. The 
square miles the former Government ; Senate accordingly deferred the rati- 
induced a threefold increase of lumber fication until it had taken cognizance

MR. ÂMES ANti'tilS LANTERN.
Mr. H. B. Ames, M.P., addressed a 

selected gathering in the Edmonton 
Opera House last, evening, with the 
assistance of oBihiagic lantern, a fish
ing pole and a bed sheet. Cards 
of invitation were issued, gratis it is 
understood, to those whose presence 
was desired, but when these were ac
commodated the public were allowed 
to occupy the remaining space.

It would be folly in an opponent 
to criticize harshly the methods of 
one who started out to evangelize the 
world by excluding the unregenerate 
and the unbelievers from his meetings, 
and had the managers of Mr. Ames 
stuck to their programme of hand
picking the audience the appearance 
of the honorable gentleman would be 
entitled only to the notice customar
ily given to entertainers who hold the 
boards in that and other playhouses. 
But as the public were warmly urged 
by the party press to become partak 
ens in the repast it may not be ex
ceeding the privileges of hospitality to 
say a word about the viands provid
ed; the more so that the portion which 
fell to the public was the crumbs 
which remained after the faithful had 
been provided for.

The speech of Mr. Ames is pretty 
well known to readers of the Bulletin.
It is the speech he delivered once or 
twice in the House last session ; which 
he delivered later in the Province of 
Nova Scotia, and which he later call 
ed into service in the Provincial elec
tions in Saskatchewan, with thorough 
ly satisfactory results—to his oppon
ents. The speech is illustrated by 
magic lantern views of forest, lake 
stream, and prairie, varied by repro
ductions of letters and documents 
ftofh the files of the Department of 
the Interior. The subject matter of 
the speech is an elaboration of Mr. 
Ames' suspicion that favoritism way 
shown by the Government in dispos
ing of timber limits and land to cer
tain parties. That favoritism was 
shown Mr. Ames scarcely says, though 
the scarcely is sometimes difficult to 
discern. What lie says is that he 
thinks it was shown,' and the purpose 
of the speech and the scenery is to 
tell why he thinks so. In the short 
period allowed under the old regula
tions for advertising a limit, he pro
fesses to see an advantage to one bid
der oyer another* in the fact that two 
or more cheques were used to make 
up the amount of a tender he pro
fesses to see signs of official collusion ; 
hnd on this slender basis ot his per
sonal suspicion he "invites his auditor; 
to found a general conclusion that 
the' public resources have been be
stowed on friends of the Government 
for iimprovident prices "and to the im
proper disadvantage of others. Drain
ed of the flamboyant language which 
this species of reasoning engenders 
this- appears to be the sum and sub
stance of the magic lantern tour.

It hardly needs to be said that against 
this fabric of suspicion there stand.- 
a wall of evidence which Mr. Ame 
indeed did nothing to adduce, but 
which he has not attempted to invali
date. Tfifte is first the explicit, clear 
cut, emphatic denial of Mr. J. G 
Turriff, M.P., that as Commissioner 
of Dominion lands when these trans
actions took place he ever "in any 
manner or degree, shape, form or 
fashion favored, or attempted to favor 
any of the party or parties. Then 
there is the evidence of Mr. Turriff's 
secretary that she was personally pre
sent when every tender was opened 
and that slip knows nothing and sus 
pects nothing to corroborate Mr 
Ames' suspicions. Then there is the 
explicit denial of Mr. Theodore Bur 
rows, M.P., on the floor of the House 
of accusations brought against him by 
Mr. Ames—denials which as a mem 
ber of the House Mr. Ames accepted 
but which he absolutely disregards 
when displaying his views to selected 
gatherings of the faithful. These are 
testimonies straight Irom the should
er, given by the'parties against.whom 

1 Mr. Ame*' suspicions are directed. If 
the suspicions''were founded solely On 
evidence or were vulnerable to evf- 
dynoe .they would never have been 
breqtlicd , alter .tbe,.testimonies were 
given.- That Mr; (Ames continues tc
par arte them drily 'dtivrirtises the fact., vi 1 -1 -■ V '.V. . ... ,

production in sixteen years. By sell-j of these\documents. The French Sen-
mg the 6,000 square miles the ate apparently differ from the Cana- 
present Government induced a four- dian Opposition on the point of whetli- 
fold increase in lumber production 
in twelve years. Nor should

that they originated ift party spleen" 
and are bolstered up by a very much 
exaggerated statement of one side 
the ease—the side on which the evi 
denee is not found. )

There are a few points, too, which 
Mr. Ames wisely omits from his lee 
lure liut which are necessary to a cor 
rect understanding of the subject 
One is that the regulations under 
which timber was disposed of in the 
.period under discussion were inherit 
ed from the Government of Mr. Ames

it be forgotten that long before Mr. 
Ames bad evidenced a knowledge that 
Canada had any timber, the regula
tions inherited from his friends had 
been abandoned and superceded by 
the regulations of to-day, upon which 
neither he nor any other Opposition 
member has made an attack.

The manner of treatment of the tim
ber sales is fairly illustrative of the 
general tone and temper of Mr. Ames' 
address. The Saskatchewan Valley 
Land sale, the GahvAy ranch lease, 
the disposal of coal lands, the grant
ing of fishing leases, the original docu
ments debate, were all re-hashed, duly 
garnished with extracts from the voca
bulary of innuendo and occasionally 
seasoned with a dash of invention that 
would not stand inspection. On the 
whole, Mr. Ames hardly does justice 
tc his lantern and the accompanying 
paraphernalia. All that he says we 
have heard and read and seen fully 
refuted a score or so of times. Nor 
is -his recital better than the common 
i un, despite the advantages ot the 
subdued light, the dark lantern and 
the wand. As a magician lie has been 
over-estimated or over advertised, and 
Liberals have no occasion to tremble 
at his efforts to conjure conviction out 
of his prejudiced suspicions.

Back of the lantern show lies the fact 
that Mr. Ames is a member of Parlia
ment. The men against whom he seeks 
to incite suspicion are members of Par
liament. Nothing could aid the party 
to.,which Mr. Ames belongs more than 
to drive Liberal members from Par
liament under conviction of wrong
doing. There is a prescribed form of 
Parliamentary charge which Mr. 
\mes has it in his power to move, $ 
charge launched in that form must lip 
nvestigated. Mr. Ames jias been 

challenged by the very men he assails 
o reduce his imputations to the form 
f that .charge. He has not dared to 
tie,On the.- face of it he .cannot 
then irsrve touch, fcttlr iti wbat he a«ke 
others to' believe. ' If lie has faith iri 
t he is. a coward for not reducing his 
uspicions to charges ; if lie Las not 
aith in it he is a slanderer- for pro- 
nulgniing what he believes to lie 
falsehoods. Which Mr. Ames is de
pends on his faith in his own . con
tentions. But he is the one or the 
other ; and the circumstances seem 
to indicate that he is both.

It is to be regretted that Mr. Ames 
does not see fit to discuss a branch 
of his subject on which he could 
peak with definite knowledge and un

questioned authority. TJje burden of 
his song is that men have grown 
wealthy through Government favorit- 
sm at the public expense. Som- men 

have done so. Mr. Ames is one of 
them. Mr. Ames is a wealthy man.

very wealthy man. Most of his 
wealth lie inherited. That wealth 
came from the Ames-Holden boot and 
hoe company. The Ames-Holden 

boot and shoe company, like other 
concerns of the kind, has accumulated 
its money because of, by and through 
Government and Parliament favorit
ism. It rejoices iu a market preserv
ed for it by a tariff and in prices 
which that tariff have enabled H to 
(ix. If the tariff was of no value to 
these concerns, Mr. Ames and his con
freres would be willing to have it abol
ished. That they are not willing to 
have it abolished means that they 
have made their money from it and 
liecause of it. That they condemn the 
Government for reducing the tariff 
means that they make less money to
day through this legalized graft than 
they formerly did. That they stump 
the country in the interests of the 
high- tariff party means that under 
that party's tariff they would be per
mitted to fleece the Canadian con
sumer more thoroughly than they can 
at present. This is a phase of the 
question -on which Mr. Ames could 
employ his industry and his magic 
lantern with singular advantage. Few 
slides would draw him such large au
diences or provoke such keen interest 
as a view of his genealogical tree, 
showing the successive generations 
fattening at the public trough. If 
Mr. Ames wants restitution he should 
restitute. He is the man with the 
goods. Will he hand them over?

er Canada stands to gain by the treaty 
or not. The, reluctance of the French 
Senate to ratify the treaty is the sec
ond strongest argument that could be 
adduced to prove its advantages to 
Canada. The only more convincing 
argument is supplied ’by the Senate’s 
declaration as to why they are so re
luctant.

HIS POSITION SECURE.

Mr. Ames does not openly assault 
the truth more than is common among 
his clique, perhaps not so often as 
some of them. But he does not hesi
tate to leave it out of the calculation 
when from his standpoint the calcula
tion looks better without it; and on 
occasion he girds up his garments 
and clambers over an inconvenient 
fact as readily, if not as gracefully, 
as his colleague from North Toronto. 
For instance :

Mr. Ames told his Edmonton aiv 
dience Wednesday evening that Hon. 
Frank Oliver took the position that 
original documents on the Depart
ment files should not be produced for 
examination. This is not true and 
Mr. Ames knew it was not true when 
he said it. Mr; Oliver did indeed say 
that as the custodian of those docu
ments and responsible for them lie 
would not relinquish them unless the 
House undertook the responsibility of 
preserving them and of returning 
ihem to the files; and lie made his 
point. Mr. Ames afterward examined 
the original documents, but he did so 
on the responsibility of Parliament 
that he would neither mutilate them 
nor carry them off—as a colleague of 
Mr. Ames had done with documents 
during the preceding session.

Again Mr. Ames said Mr. Oliver de
nied that bogus homesteading was go
ing on—and said it jn language in
tended to give tiie impression that 
the Minister declared the practice had 
never gone on. The minister never 
declared anything of the kind, and 
Mr, Ames knows it,, Wlien the state-

fall when Mr. John Stanfield was 
elected member for' Colchester, N.S., 
in a bye-election. The campaign was- 
opened by an agreemont between the 
candidates to exert their influence for 
clean election methods. Mr. Stanfield 
won and his win was duly advertised 
as evidence that public opinion pure 
and undefiled was with the Opposi
tion. Appended was 'the conclusion 
that, if campaigns elsewhere were con 
ducted on similar lines tne results 
would be the same.

The Stipendiary at Truro, N.S., has 
been listening recently, however, to 
some echoes from the contest which 
rather discourage the idea of adopt
ing the methods there employed ir, 
other constituencies. So far as the 
inquiry has proceeded, it seems that 
unless gross discrimination was prac
tised the election of Mr. Stanfield cost 
someone 5,172 gallons of rum and 
$43,100 in hard cash.

On the first day of the inquiry six 
witnesses who were examined, swore 
that they had received from Bayne, 
the universal provider, active friend 
and worker for Stanfield in the dis-, 
trict of Five Islands, $100 in money 
and 96 bottles of rum. This Was an 
average per man of $16.66 in money 
and sixteen bottles of rum.

In the whole county Stanfield re
ceived 2,586 votes. If the average was

we doubt if they will forgive easily 
his treacherous breach of faith with 
them in accepting their support as a 
trust for the good of New Brunswick 
and prostituting the power thus at
tained to base partizan uses.

A SPLENDID EXAMPLE OF MUNI- 
Cl PAL CONFIDENCE.

By a vote of seven hundred to seven 
Edmonton ratepayers endorsed the 
purchase of the St rath eon a street rail
way franchise and sanctioned the con
struction of -the inter-municipal street 
railway system. The Council may 
complete the work in full confidence 
that the people are with- them. Sel
dom has a municipal government been 
endorsed by a hundred to one vote on 
a project of such magnitude

The building of the road means the 
spending of money, of a large amount 
of money. And the amount now being 
expended is only the beginning of 
what must in time grow into an enor
mous investment. A street railway 
system must grow with the commun
ity it serves if it is to serve the com
munity. Extensions to the trackage 
must be made year by year, additions 
to the rolling stock must keep pace 
with the growth of business. If traffic 
develops as we all hope it will develop 
we shall have to put more money into 
a power plant before many years, and

maintained, Stanfield’s election re- when we tackle this proposition the

trouble the crop success of tills year 
is relieving it. The beginnings of bet
terment are observable in growing im
ports and increasing revenues. Three 
months hence we should be well on 
the road -to recovery.

ONTARIO MUST BEAR THE BLAME
ïhe. Montreal Star says the “police 

authorities of the West are now on 
trial” as respects the depredations of, 
that memorable trainload of harvest
ers. *We beg to differ. The police au
thorities of the West have nothing to 
do with the case, except on the re
quest and authority of the officials of 
the Province of Ontario. The crimes 
these men Committed were committed 
in Ontario, against the laws of that- 
Province and on the persons and pro
perty of residents of that Province. 
The police authorities of the West 
have no jurisdiction beyond their own 
Provincial borders and hence no re
sponsibility. Since reaching the West 
the hoodlums seem to have behaved 
themselves—which was exceedingly 
tortunate from their own point of

Uous. On August 20th, 1908, the (Sti
pendiary at Truro, N.S., was hearing 
the confessions of the Opposition 
workers who handled the boodle anil 
booze in the prohibition constituency 
of Colchester, N.S.

SIR WILFRID LAURIER.
Toronto Globe—The premier’s capac

ity for performing work and enduring 
strain is a standing marvel to tin,.-,- 
who know him most intimately, even 
more than to the general publie, win, 
have only a vague idea of tl*e duti, - 
and distractions inseparable from In- 
high office. Not long ago Sir Wilfrid 
Laurier afforded, the laity some an™- - 
ment by telling, an assembly of.medi
cal practitioners, how he had fais iri--d 
his physician’s premonitions by re-. 
lutely leading “‘the simple life;” new 
we are told that after the strain of 
a protracted and acrimonious ses.-inn. 
followed by many days of equallv ex
acting festivities at Quebec, he' h,, 
gone to his own home ior a week's 
rest, the first he has taken for » \ .
This is “the simple life” with a vented 
ance.

Sir Wilfrid's persistent, hold on tlh- 
people of Canada is a mystery to his 
political opponents, but it is su-, 
ible of easy explanation. Tin y in

quired 5,172 gallons of rum—putting 
the bottles all as pints, although some 
favored individuals undoubtedly got 
larger ones—and about $43,000 in 
money.

This was the method of calculation 
adopted by Chie.f Justice Weatherbee 
in th'e Shelburne and Queen’s election 
petition two years ago.

This evidence has been brought out 
with the greatest difficulty. Bayne 
and his friends were adroit enough 
to corral witnesses for the prosecution 
on the eve of the trial, conduct them 
to Bayne’s “throne room” in the Stan 
ley Hotel, treat them lavishly with 
liquor, and then turn them over to 
W. B. A. Ritchie, K.C., who had a 
talk with them.

The result of the revelations may bi 
summarized as follows :

plaint should be made large enough to 
solve the problem for a decade or so. 
All this means that we must borrow 
money in large sums in the future for 
our street railway system if that sys
tem is to become the factor it should 
be in the life of the Twin Cities.

At present the street railway costs 
us only the interest on the money 
we have put into a comparatively 
short stretch of track. But when op
eration begins in November things 
will change, one way or the other. It 
then becomes a going concern, and 
like every other going concern, a win
ner or a loser. If the former, the sail
ing will be smooth. If. the latter, we 
may have trouble. Few enterprises 
make money so rapidly as a street 
railway with'a good business, and few 
schemes have yet been devised for

John C. Jamieson, mail driver, got losing money faster than in operating 
$5. I a street railway without business.

Joseph Jamieson, brother of John,'And just which way the die will turn 
got $5-and advice to see Mr. Ritchie can never be told till it is cast, 
to. talk matters, over. , | Edmonton lias decided to cast the

George Corbett, hotelkeeper at Five die. With singular unanimity the 
Islands, got two 'barrels of liquor irom t ratepayers, on Thursday declared their 
Halifax addressed to Mr. Bayne, and willingness to take a chance and take 
took them to .liis hotel in Five Islands it now. In doing so they added an- 
nnd was advised to see Mr. Ritchie j other to the long list of tangible proofs 
and talk it over'; they have offered of their faith in the

Noble Mnrripoq saw a crowd of faith-1 future. Our choice was to continue to 
fuis with Mr., B»yne at Corbett's lm-| begr a comparatively email burden

, , ' .. . . ,tel, had, some > whiskey, and was ad-1 until, we were more assured of busj-ment was made. there woe..no bogus . . ‘ . „ , „ • I ... .. , , . ,
! . _ viaorl In. cn.v KTr '.■TîitWlvii'* nnrl fnlTr it fnc thf» marl nr trx ncsirmo n noa.jioiflèsteadinÿ being" done. It had vised to■ sbe Mr. 'Ritchie and talk it neks for'the road, or to assi/me 'a hea 
.r . , ,, ... , « „ over. i vier, burden in the hope that the road

Howard Ackley had drinks on elec- would bear it ior us. That it is a 
tion night,. a-nd was advised to havei chance is admitted. The most ardent 
a conversation with Mr. Ritchie.-" j advocate of immediate completion and 

George McClelland got five flasks i operation would hesitate to prophesy

WHAT THE OTHER FELLOW , 
THINKS.

ing done was discovered by the Gov
ernment and measures taken to put 
an end to it; then Mr. Ames came 
along at the heel of the hunt and 
wanted to capture the brush, just as 
he came along after the limber regu
lations had been revised and foamed 
at regulations which were no longer 
in force.

Again Mr. Ames said Wednesday 
evening that he had asked for inves
tigation and been denied. This to an 
audience every reading man of which 
knew Mr. Ames had had investigation 
to his heart’s content, and to eonsid 
erably more than his heart's content. 
What was the Public Accounts Com
mittee doing in April but investigat
ing the timber sales complained of 
by Mr. Ames? Where did Mr. Ames 
photograph the documents in order to 
have his lantern slides made but in 
the committee room during that in
vestigation? The Public Accounts 
Committee spent days over these sales 
at the request of Mr. Ames, called 
every witness Mr. Ames asked for, 
and Mr, Ames himself cross-question
ed them or had the privilege of doing 
so. The committee went further 
When Mr. Ames wanted to stop inves
tigating the committee insisted on 
continuing the investigation. They 
called Mr. Turriff, Commissioner of 
Dominion Lands when the sales were 
made, the man who ought to know 
most about them, and who Mr. Ames 
had accused of knowing more than he 
ought to about them. Mr. Ames did 
not call Mr. Turriff. He declined to 
do so when asked. He endeavored to 
prevent Mr. Turriff being heard when 
he requested a hearing. Miss Munro, 
former secretary to. Mr. Turriff, cor
roborated every statement made by 
him so far as the facts could be sup
posed to be cognizant to nor. All this 
was known to every newspaper reader 
in Mr. Ames’ audience. Yet he had 
the hardihood to tell those readers he 
had asked for investigation and bten 
denied.

Clearly if Mr. Ames deliberately 
violates the facts less frequently than 
some of his confreres, the fault is to 
be laid neither to his inclination nor 
his nerve. He will never be deposed 
from' the leadership of thé slander- 
bund for an unseemly tenderness for 
the truth.

At Paris, Deputy Mydgcr, president 
of the Customs Committee, reporting 
on the non-ratification of the Franco- 
Canadian convention, explains that 
after the bill reached the Senate Com
mittee he learned most surprised'v

from Bayne.
W.alter Atltinsqn found a two gallon 

jug in the barn,'and was advised to 
converse with Mf-. Ritchie.

Allan Durneÿ got five bottles from 
Bayne, and was advised to talk it 
over with Mr. Ritchie.

Welbert Corbett carefully attended 
jugs in Atkinson’s barn.

Owen Lewis found a basket of 
whiskey at his front door. Mr. Rit
chie was anxious to see him.

Howard Wells got drinks from a jug 
in the barn and talked it over with 
Mr. Ritchie.

Thomes Morrison got six flasks and 
two bottles from Bay no.

It will be observed that most Of the 
witnesses had conversations with Mr. 
Ritchie after being subpoenaed. As 
there are subpocnaes oit for another 
flock it is feared there may be a mark
ed exodus from Colchester County be
fore the inquiry concludes.

The . first' question of course is, 
where did the money—and booze—come 
from? Mr. Stanfield is a member of 
the Canadian Manufacturers’ Associa 
tion and a devout disciple of the 
Hainan’s gallows tariff—but perish 
the thought that protection depends 
on such arguments.

The other question, equally im
portant, is whether the "purity cam
paign” is to go on. If so, someone 
must spend money on a considerable 
scale, for “purity”#‘of this particular 
brand comes high. And if the cam
paign is to go on what is to be the 
"quid pro quo” for the expenditure 
somebody or some 'bodies must make?

CURRENT COMMENT.

Henry Bros., of Lethbridge, report 
forty-seven bushels of wheat to the 
acre. Next !

HIGH-PRICED “PURITY.

There is danger that the “campaign

St. John Sun : The Premier of New 
Brunswick was the chief speaker at 
the Conservative convention in Hali
fax- on Wednesday, where he cheered 
his hearers with the assurance that the 
Conservative sweep in New Brunswick 
in the recent Provincial election was 
a reliable augury of Conservative suc
cess in the approaching Federal cam
paign. Mr. Hazen has apparently at 
least one characteristic of the success
ful politician—he forgets easily. But

of purity” will come to a premature j we doubt if the Liberals of New Brun- 
end, not-because it was a failure, but s wick who elected him upon a non- 
hecause it is too expensive. The cam partizan appeal as the head of a coali- 

that the convention made almost nojpaign was (theyetically) launched last tion government lidve forgotten. And

dividends from the beginning, and we 
have been by no means without 
gloomy forecasts of deficits and in
creases in the tax-bills. But the 
chance of the undertaking only em
phasizes the courage of the ratepayers 
in tackling it. If it were an assured 
success there would he little credit 
coming to us for going into it. It is 
the margin of doubt of its being an 
immediate success that bespeaks the 
confidence of the rate-payer and his 
willingness to put his confidence to

view. Had they repeated in these j lieve in him because lie trusts tl 
Provinces the cringes they perpetrated and,treats them with unaffected i*uik. 
in Ontario, it would not have been 
necessary for the Montreal Star or 
any other journal to urge the police 
authorities of the West to their duty.
But for the crimes done in Ontario 
the officers in the West have no au-1

unes Kiid dciercnce. They admin- |,jm 
because when a great occasion ,.rm-ts 
up he rises to it ill a fitting m ■ 
Tney respect him because he alua.x 
respects them and himself, ' Tlu-> a"„ ■ 
proud of him because he represen;, 
them with a distinction of jinm.u.:.;

...... . ., . manner which is too much 'a nan
thonty to act save at the request and |himself to bo merely second nature
on the instructions of the officials of 
Ontario. When Ontario wants the 
offenders the 'Western police will be 
happy to get them and hand them 
oyer. Unless Ontario wants them the 
Western police dare not touch them. 
Meantime we do not propose to have 
the criminal indifference of the On
tario Government shouldered off onto 
“the police authorities of the West ”

MR. AMES AND THE TARIFF.
An apologist for Mr. Ames’ tariff 

rake-off quotes that gentleman as say
ing: “Last yea", without any solicita- 
“tion on my part, the Liberal govem- 
“ment increased the duty to 30 per 
“cent.”—on boots and shoes. The 
Canadian Manufacturer, the official 
publication of the Canadian Manufac
turers’ Association, quotes the duty 
on boots and shoes, pegged or wire 
fastened, as follows : From Britain, 
17% per cent. ; from countries under 
the “favored nation” clause, 22% per 
cent. ; from other countries, 25 per 
cent. On boots, shoes slippers and 
insoles of any material—not otherwise 
provided for—the duty is: From Brit
ain, 20 pep cent. ; from "favored na
tions” 27% per cent. ; and from other 
countries, 30 per cent. That is, the 
highest duty a man could possibly be 
taxed for importing a pair of boots' or 
shoes from any part of the world and 
made of any material, is 30 per cent, 
and he could bring the sanie in from 
England for 20 per cent. Mr. Ames 
announces 30 per cent. as the duty 
on boots and shoes. It would be 
equally just to say that the duty on 
hoots and shoes has been reduced to 
17% per cent., because boots and 
shoes may be imported at that rate. 
Neither statement would convey the 
precise truth, but the impression of 
the latter would be much nearer it 
than that conveyed by Mr. Ames. It 
is true that on certain lines from cer
tain countries the duty is 30 per cent. 
But it is true that the same boots may be 
imported from England at 20 per cent.

SIGNS OF BETTERMENT.

Imports for the past fortnight have 
been large.lv in excess of the several 
preceding fortnights, and indicate 
that the crop has already begun to 
make its influence felt. Last year's 
imports were phenomena"!, merchants 
laying in large stocks in anticipation 
of a heavy trade during the fall and 
winter. The expectations were dis
appointed, however, and the goods 
carried over lessened the import 
trade during the spring and summer 
months. These goods have apparent
ly been disposed of, and with the as 
surance of a good harvest the import
ers have been buying heavily-for the 
coming fall and winter trade.

Incidentally, the swelling in exports 
means increase in the revenue troin 
the customs. For the past six months 
our protectionist friends have bewail
ed the lessening revenues from our -de
clining imports. They will now be 
afforded the opportunity to change the 
tune and wail because the growing 
volume of imports yields a larger in
come to the. national treasury.

Growing imports and increasing re
venue mean that Canada is rapidly 
returning to her normal conditions. 
These conditions were temporarily 
disturbed by a partial crop failure oc
curring when the financial weather 
was subject to squalls. Had the fail 
ure occurred in times of easy money.

linees from certain other countries the 
duty is 17% per cent. The lines on 
which the duty is 30 per cent, are 
those least worn in Canada. The 
lines on which the duty is 17% per 
cent. are those most worn in Canada. 
The general operation of the tariff 
therefore is toward a material reduc
tion in the cost of boots and shoes to 
the Canadian consumer. On the kind 
he buys least of the duty is 30 per 
cent, if he prefers to import them 
from a foreign country than from 
Britain, and prefers a foreign country 
with which we have net an interme
diate tariff arrangement. On the kind 
he buys most of the duty is 30 per 
cent, less than Mr. Ames’ friends 
charged him.

the test. He believes it will be an ' It is also true that on certain other j w-lieat, of unusual 
early, if not an immediate, success, 
and is ready to hack his belief with 
Ills money.

It is the habit of some of his critics 
to disparage Sir Wilfrid’s “«ability,’" 
whatever they may mean by iii,,j 
term. It is not necessary to prove 
that lie has ability of a very high 
order, even that sort of it whic-lp is 
an indispensable qualification fur 
statesmanship. He is a consummate 
parliamentarian, and no man in like 
position ever displayed more unerring 
intuition in perceiving when the 
psychological moment has arrived for 
an epoch-making appeal to public 
opinion. Among th’e signal installée» 
that might be cited as' illustrations, 
the most notable is his conception ot 
the National Transcontinental rail
way, which will probably prove the 
greatest of his achievements and the 
one by which he woufii prefer to 1,,- 
most endi/ringly remembered.

Owing to persistent preoccupation 
with exacting- public duties the people 
of Canada have for many years seen 
little of the premier in person; tin- 
announcement that he is about to 
make even a brief tour of Ontario will 
bring great pleasure to his numerous 
friends and even to his fair-minded 
opponents wherever his addresses are 
to be delivered. One of the chief 
sources of hi* unprecedented and ep, 
during popularity is the admirable 
self-control by the exercise of which 
he is able to discuss public questions 
in such a way as to arouse the en
thusiasm of his friends without wound
ing the feelings of liis opponents. 
Public liiv would gain immmisely if 
others who have suffered less than lu
ll as done in the way of -exasperating 
misrepresentation . had his. gift ot ex
quisite urbanity land imperturbable 
good temper.

A NEW KIND OF WHEAT.
Regina Leader—Writing in the Sat

urday Evening Post under the 1 trad
ing, “A Miracle in Wheat,” Mr. Oscar 
F. G. Day, of Minneapolis, presents 
some distinctly startling 'figures rela
tive to a new* kind of wheat which is 
being experimented with in Idaho and 
other states. The wheat was fourni 
growing wild on the oast coast of Al
aska, uaj attracted the attention of 
a prospector by reason oi its immense 
size. Mr. Day says that five years ago 
Abraham Adams, an Idaho ranchman, 
while prospecting in: Alaska, ran 
across a small patch of wheat. How 
the grain happened to -be growing 
there, whether the seed was dropped 
by a bird, an Indian, or a prospector, 
no one can tell, Onlv one ln-ad ot

size, remained in-

CURRENT COMMENT.

Calgary is rejoicing over a new flow 
of natural gas.

Bank deposits in Canada increased 
by seven million dollars during July. 
This in the chartered banks alone, be
side the savings deposits in the post 
office savings bank and the loan com
panies. Things might be worse.

The Toronto News stops shrieking 
that the Laurier Government has 
slaughtered the woollen industry just 
long enough to declare that protection 
will riot be an issue in the coming 
election.

tact, and Mr. Adams preserved it and 
brought it home to Idaho, where lie 
experimented with it. The first year 
the one head yielded seven pounds 

■ of wheat ; from these seven pounds 
he - next year harvested 1,545 pounds, 
which was at the rate of 220 bushels 
an acre; in the fall of 1906, he plant
ed tlie 1,545 pounds, and the next 
year harvested 53.000 pounds. Mr. 
Adams had his wheat tested at the Id
aho experimental station, where it 
was pronounced a good hard wheat. 
He also tried it both as winter wheat 
and spring wheat and it did equally 
well. After that Mr. Day says that 
satisfactory tests were made in Ala
bama and other parts of the country, 
and it was demonstrated that, the Al
aska wheat will yield two hundred 
bushels to the; acre, and even more 
with special attention. As the world’s 
average is 12.7 bushels, with q faff- 
yield for exceptional land of 20 bush
els, the revolution that is promised ifi 
wheat growing is beyond even tin- 
most wonderful imaginations. Wlmt 
will be the outcome, queries Mr. Day 
stupendously. If the United Statc-i 
had all been planted with Alaska 
wheat this year, instead of the ordin
ary seed, lie reckons the result at 
5,000,000.000 bushels.

If this new wheat should prow 1 - 
lie all that is claimed for it, it would 
revolutionize the price of foodstuff- 
the world over. It would work a 
change in wheat güowitig that would 
upset all past calculations. In the 
present incomplete stage, of knowledge 
of this grain speculation, however, is 
idle, but further experiments both a.- 
to the wheat itself and its effect on 
the life of file -soil, will receive great 
attention.

Fowler in Again.
St. ohn, August 29.—In an insol 

j vency ease of the Wright Lumber ('■>Mr. Borden is to tour Ontario in the
society of Premier McBride, Premier j sonle stockholders are attempting >■ 

n V , . . ... Roblin,Premier Whitney and Premier show that George W. Fowler, Ml*,
r nad the period of .tight money come Hazen. Mr Borden cannot consider him-' <ji<l not make a bona-fide payment

wien we had full granaries the coun-| Renf much of a luminary when he re- 
rv \vou d not have been seriously af-|qUires the presence of four Provincial 
ec e . The unhappy coincidence of Premiers to enlighten liis audience on 

short crops and scarce money both 
increased the burdens and weakened 
the strength of the industrial and 
commercial organism.

Dominion politics.

On Augiist 20th, 1907, Mr. R. L. 
As the crop Borden was telling the people of Hali- 

failure of last year precipitated the fax, N.S., that he favored clean elec-

his stock in the company. Fowl, 
swore he never received a dollar 
the company’s money, and that I1 
paid for all the stock held by him-D 
and his wife. He refused to answ.-, 
some questions, saying it was a "Fi-i 
ing expedition,” and that later, when 
sible for costs of the regular action, 
lie would prove he had been the heavi 
est loser iu the Wright transactions.

A CRITIC OF THE VC 
HERBERT AME9

Winnipeg Free Press—Til 
Mr- E. W. Thompson, the if
correspondent of the Bo 
script, have not infivquJ 
quoted by the Conservative 
will be interesting to see 
Conservative papers will 
Thompson’s criticism of tl 
ances of the great and- onlj 
bert Ames, M.P., during 
session, in liis -alleged .til 
scandals exposure, which -1 
fiasco in every respect ex| 
far as it spectacularly <>» 
Ames as a false a lari 
Holme-»- Tire gentleman 
a couple of weeks ago. with! 
stve Atereopticon. outfit, tol 
his plaintive voice and liis l| 
tares iu the campaign whie 
minion Conaeivotive organil 
the strenuous assistance ofj 
toba provincial machine, wtj 
hope of compassing the de 
Scott government in Sas]| 
Mr. Thompson - writes Ai 
campaign iri parliament

“It was conducted with st 
pearanev of good faith, sucl 
lions ot voracity ai:,il h-,I 
even old hands were, forii tl 
ill. The opposition put ini 
the ’scandal a Mr. Ames, ol-l 
rich, of good commercial rvpl 
given to lecturing young Chi 
fair play and the connected ;
No man in polities made hi 
phylacteries. His industry il 
He speaks Voluminously, till 
the defect ni tlie quality, ll 
sufficiently cultivated tie a>| 
ping.

. “It was scam-el y credible 
a man would go. into affect! 
ports of suspicion and insinul 
ihe merest Ilian 's nest. Thef 
Listened too credulously whil 
stumping the outlying regf 
looks of sorrow and ageeiitsl 
nation, telling what awful 
was going to expose. In 
they were that pretty muc'J 
timber ill the Canadian wrist] 
given siway gratis, to l'riemi 
ministry at Ottawa.

“But when the evidence 
was clearly proved that Ami 
fabric of innuendo bail been] 
suspicions that ordinary bus 
eedüre had- not hern follow* 
as it turned out to have been| 
every time.

“In tile course of liis arise 
paign Allies slandered buth 
and Turriff, turn always as 
as himself, and hereafter surl 
more .so. Both are his ielloJ 
for Turriff resigned Jiis lundi 
sionership before 11)04 to nu| 
House of = Commons. .-Vine 
block the evidence which pil 
two members perfectly guiltlif 
abominable imputations agaitl

“Ames certainly has desen 
treatment, hut his only puni 
aie: (!) To be cursed by fell! 
sitiouists. whom he inveigled! 
lieving iu- could and woukl 
good,’ and who had to back f 
■iii order to try and save his 
(2) to be laughed at by the I 
ministerialists, who drew hirl 
reserving their defence and thl 

xCtlcc until, he' had gone so <1 
the - mite that*he could not! 
without a mess of it all over!

“Of course, substantial jusl 
been-promoted by - the mini] 
adroitness," since the electoral! 
ed the fun. and cannot but 
not only the alleged Burrow! 
scandal, but every other urge! 
opposition on like grounds, f 
the - opposition stands to be 
spanked .for tlie folly and ii| 
oi Ames.

“He was the more blâmable 
if lie had not gone into the slJ 
the timber question, the ojl 
fetood to gain some deserved cl 
asmucti as they called the n| 
attention last session to the 
some amendments in admii| 
the timber of the West, 
might have obtain ed it had til 
marred their whole timber cast 
preposterous seaiidal-moiigcrinl

ATTENTION, MR. AMB
(Leading article in the Toron! 

of Wednesday, August
The prospectus of a land J 

which tlie Manitoba Free Pi 
published for the' informatise 
readers contains matter for al 

. of reflections. The prospel 
question is signed by Hug 
strong, “director resident in Cl 
Mr. Armstrong is the represent 
the Manitoba legislature of Pel 
Prairie. The prospectus in "qui 
of the Western Wheat Lands &| 
company, and it sets forth thal 
dicate had purchased from th| 
toba government 80,38(1 acres 
vinciul lands, and that these 1] 
turned over to the company 
sidération of “233,000 fully pail 
of one dollar each in tlie cm 
subject to the payment to tlief 
ment of Manitoba of $3.05 )] 
as balance of purchase mousy 
to such government on the 
sale by it, such balance belli 
payable by the company by nine 
annual instalments.”

As the syndicators had only 
cent* per acre to the governi] 
hold tlie option, it will lie so 
they would start off on" the 
floor or in the cellar with ov, 
000 to the good. The unaoeo| 
thing is- that Mr. Roblin, the 
of tlie province, replying to a , 
ill tilie legislature on February I 
declared that “in? options h.j 
been granted on provincial 
and that "provincial lands havl 
boon sold except in the open m| 
There is a great deal to rcconl 
tween these statements and 1 h| 
Pectus from which thé above 
have been extracted.

Until Mr. Roblin has noti<-| 
matter nothing can he said ah] 
merits of the transaction, ll] 
deny that the prospectus Inf 
basis so far as the government j 
cerneri. or he may defend the 
the eighty thousand odd aer| 
though lie will find that 
difficult in view of his statem 
the legislature in February. Ihili 
matter is referred to here and ir 
tile purpose of pointing out In 
transaction would l>e treated 
Ottawa opposition under tin- 
ship of the amateur steivopti 
Mr. Herbert B. Ames. M l’, 
no • more information than-the 
pectus referred to, Mr. Ames


