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MR. AMES AND HIS LANTERN.

Mr, H. B. Ames, M.P., addressed a
selected gathering in the Edmonton
Opera Hopuse last;evening, with the
assigtance of.:aimagic lantern, a fish-
ing pole-and a bed sheet. Cards
of invitation were issued, gratis it is

understood, to those whose presence
was desired, but when these were ac-
commodated the public were allowed
to occupy the remaining space,

It would be folly in an opponent
to eriticize harshly the methods of
one who gtarted out to evangelize the
world by excluding the unregenerate
and the unbelievers from his meetings,
and had the IH‘HH.AL"‘T" of Mr. Ames
stuck to their programme of hand-
picking the audience the appearance
of the honorable gentleman would be
entitled only to the notice customar-
ily given to entertainers who hold the
boards in that ;11‘11 other playhouses.
But as the public were warmly urged
by the party press to become partak-
ers in the repast it may not be ex-
ceeding the privileges of hospitality to
say a .word about the viands provid-
ed; the more so that the portion which
fell. to -the public was the - erumbs
which remained after the faithful had
been provided for.

The speech of Mr. Ames is pretty
well known to readers of the Bulletin,
It is the speech he delivered once or
twice in the House last session; which
he delivered later in the Province of
Nova Scotia, and which he later eall-
ed into service in the Provineial elec-
tions in Saskatchewan, with thorough-
ly satisfactory results—to his oppon-
ents. The speech is illustrated by
magi¢ lantern views of forest, lake,
stream. and prairie, varied by repro-
duetions of letters and documents
ffom the files 6f the Department of
the Interior. The subject matter of
the speech is an elaboration of Mr.
Ames’ suspicion that faveritism was
shown by the Government in dispos-
ing of timber limits and land to cer-
tain parties. That {favoritism was
shown Mr. Ames scarcely saye, though
the scarcély is someétimes difficult to

o the speech and the scenery is to
tell why he thinks so, In the short
period allowed under the old regula-
tions for advertising a limit, he pro
fesses to see an advantage to one bid
der over another; in the fact that tw«
or more cheques were used to make
up “the amount -of a tender ‘he pro-
fesses to see signs of official collusion:
and on this slender ‘basis of his per-
sonal suspicion he invites his auditors
te-found a general conclusion that
the” public - resources have been be-
stowed on friends of thé Governmeni
for improvident prices and to'the im-
proper disadvantage of others. Drain-
ed of the flamboyant language which
this species of reasoning engenders
this. appears to be the sum and sub-
stance of the magic lantern tour.

It hardly needs to be said that againsi
this fabric of suspicion there stands
a wall of evidence which Mr. Amez
indeed did mnothing to
which he has not attempted to invali

adduce, but

date. Thére is first fhe explicit, clear-
cut, emphatic denial of Mr. J. G
Turrifi, M.P., that as Commissioner
of Dominion lands when ‘these trans-
actions took place he ever in any
manner or degree, shape, form. o
fashion favored, or attempted to favor
any of the party or parties, Then
there is the evidence of Mr., Turriff’s
ecretary that she wzs personally pre-
sent. when every tender was opened
and that she knows nothing and sus-
pects nothing to corroborate Mr
Ames’ suspicions. Then there is the
explicit denial of Mr. Theodore Bur-
rows, M.P., on the floor oi the House
of accusations brought against him by
Mr. Ames—denials which as a mem
ber of the House Mr. Ames accepted,
but which he absolutely disregards
when displaying his views to selected
gatherings of the faithful, These are
testimonies straight from the should-
er, given- by tHeiparties against whom
Mr, Amed' aaspicions are directed, 1f
the suspicions” were founded solely on
evidence or were vulnerable to evi-
dence . dhey would never have been
bregthed: ;; after ihe, testimonies were
giver>: HTPhat! My JAmes continues te
paradé them grily ‘ddvertises the faet
that th(“}' originatéd i party spleep
and are bolstered up by a very much
exaggerated statement of one side of
the case—the side on which the evi-
dence is not found.

There arée a few points, too, which
Mr. Ames wisely omitg from his lee
ture but which are necessary to a cor-
reet understanding of the subject.
Oneé +s- that the regulations under
which timber was disposed of in the
period under discussion were inherit-

friends and allies.' Another is that
fieither Mr. Ames nor any other man
has said, suggésfed or intimated that
a limit was ever sold to anyone but
the Irighest bidder for it. Another is
that the former Government gave away

ty-nine - thousand square

at an average of 15 cents per square

en away none and sold 6,000 square
miles at an average of $89 per square

square miles the former Government
induced a threefold increase of lumber
ing the 6,000 square miles the

increase in lumber production
in twelve . years. Nor should
it be forgotten that long beiore Mr.
Ames had evidenced a knowledge that
(Canada had any timber, the regula-
tions inherited from his friends had
been abandoned and superceded by
the regulations of to-day, upon which
neither he mor any other Opposition
member has made an attack.

The manner of treatment of the tim-
ber sales is fairly illustrative of the
general tone and temper of Mr, Ames’
address, The Saskatchewan Valley
Iiand sale, the Galwhy ranch lease,
the disposal of coal lands, the grant-
ing of fishing leases, the original docu-
ments debate, were all re-hashed, duly
garnished with extracts from the voca-
bulary of innuendo and occasionally
seasoned with a dash of invention that
would not stand inspection, On the
10le, Mr. Ames hardly does justice
tc his lantern and the accompanying
paraphernalia. All that he says we
have heard and read and seen fully
refuted a score or eo of times. Nor
his recital better than the common
run, despite the advantages ot the
subdued light, the dark lantern and
the wand., As a magician he has been
over-estimated or over advertised,.and
Liberals have no occasion to tremble

.facturers of agricultural
23,000 square miles of timber for noth-:
ing and disposed altogether of twen-

5 |
Illllo‘SI

mile; the present Government has giv-‘
J ]
mile, By handing out the 29,000

; Rhl |
production in sixteen years. By sell-

; |
Government induced a four-

at his efforts to conjure conviction out |
of his prejudiced suspicions.

that Mr. Ames is. a member of Parlia-
ment. The men against whom he secks
to incite suspicion are members of Par-
liament. Nothing could aid the party
to, which Mr. Ames belongs more than
to drive Liberal members from Par-
liamen: under conviction of wrong-
toing. There is a prescribed form of
which Mr.
\mes has it in his power to move, A

Parliamentary charge
charge launéhed in that form must be
Mr. Ames has beén
challenged by the very men he assails

nvestigated.

to reduce his imputations to the form
f that charge. He has not dared to
de.&0.+On the:. face of :it he cannot

others “to” believe. I ‘he -has faith in
it he is a ¢oward for not reducirg his
uspicions to- charges; if he ‘s not
aith in it ‘he is a slanderer for pro-
:1'1]51;,11“3' what he believes to ' be
falsehoods. Which Mr. Ames is de-
pends on his faith in his own con-
tentions. 3ut ‘he is the one or the
sther; and the cireumstances . seem
to indicate that he is beth.

[t is to be regretted that Mr, Ames
does not see fit to discuss a branch
f his subject on which he could
peak with definite knowledge and un-
The burden of
grown

questioned authority.
hig song is that men have
wealthy through Government favorit-

have done so. Mr. Ames i3 one of
them. = Mr. Ames is a wealthy man.
L very Ithy man. Most of his
wealth he . inherited. That wealth
ame from the Ames-Holden boot and
shoe ecoempany. The Ames-Holden
boot and shog . company, like other
coneerns of the kind, has accumulated
its money because of, by and through
Governmient and Parliament favorit-
ism, It rejoices im a market preseev-
ed for it by a'tariff and in
whieh that tariff have enabled ii to

prices

fix. If the tariff was of no value to
these concerns, Mr. Ames and his con-
freres would be willing to have it abol-
That they are not willing to
that they

ished,
have it abolished means
have made their money from it and
because of it. That they condemn the
Government for reducing the tariff
means that they make less money to-
day through this legalized grait than
they: formerly did. That they stump
the country in the interests of the
high. tariff party means that under
that party’s tariff they would be per-
mitted to fleéce the Canadian con-
sumer more thoroughly than they can
at present. This is a phase of the
question on which Mr. Ames could
employ his industry and his  magic
lantern with gingular. advantage. Few
alides would draw him such large au-
diences or provoke such keen interest
as a view of his genealogical tree,
showing the successive generations
fattening at the public trough. If
Mr. Ames wants restitution he should
restitute. He is the man with the
goods. Will he hand them over?

WHAT THE OTHER FELLOW,
THINKS.

At Paris, Deputy Mydger, president
of the Customs Committee, reporting
on the non-ratifieation of the Franco-
Canadian cemvention, explains that
after the bill rézched the Senate Com-
mittee he learned miost -surprisedlv

ed from the Government of Mr. Ames’

Back of the lantern snow lies the fact | preserving them and of

then haveaduch fritlvift what he ‘acks . ment’ was whade there’ wasimno’ bogus

ism at the public cxpense, Som» men;

concessions in fayor of French em-'
broideries, silk and lace goods, also
that Switzerland profited as much as
France by the convention. The manu-
machines,
and a certain number of wine growers
also complained, the” latter pointing
out that the conceisior;s on export-
able wines, those of 13 to 14 degrees,
were very slight. Thereupon Melino,
the protectionist  ex-Minister, induc-
ed the committee to demand certain
statistics necessary to complete the
examination of ‘the question, The
Senate accordingly deferred  the rati-
fication until it had taken cognizance
of these\documents. The French Sen-
ate apparently differ from the Cana-
dian Opposition on the point of wheth-
er Canada stands to gain by the treaty
or not. The, reluctance of the French
Senate to ratify the treaty is the sec-
ond strongest argunient that could be
adduced- to prove its advantages to
Canada, The only more convincing
argument is supplied by the Senate’s
declaration as to why they are so re-
luctant.

HIS POSITION SECURE.

Mr., Ames does not openly assault
the truth more than is common among
his eclique, perhaps not so often as
some of them. 'But he does not hesi-
tate to leave it out of the calculation
when from his standpoint the calcula-
tion looks better without it; and on
occasion he girds up his garments
and clambers over an inconvenient
fact as readily, if not as gracefully,
as his -colleague from North Toronto.
For instance:

Mr. Ames {old his Edmonton au-
dience Wednesday evening that Hon.
Frank Oliver took the position that
original documents on  the Depart-
ment files ehould not be produced for
examination, This is not true and
Mr. Ames knew it was not true when
he said it. Mr; Oliver did indeed say
that as the custodian of those docu-
ments and responsible for them he
would not relinquish them unless the
House undertook the responsibility of
returning
them to the files; and he made - his
point. Mr. Ames afterward examined
the original documentg, but he did so
Parliament
that he would neither mutilate them
nor carry them off—as a colleague of
Mr. Ames had done with documents
during the preceding session.

Again Mr, Ames said Mr. Oliver de-
nied that bogus homesteading was go-

on the responsibility of

ing, on—and said it jn language in-
tended to give the impression that
the: Minicter deelared the practice had
never gone on. The minister never
declared anything  of the kind, and
Mr, Ames knows ity When the state-

homiesteading being” done, It had
been done previously; that it was be
ing ‘donc was discovered by the Gov-
ernment and measures -taken to put
an end to it; then Mr. Ames ' came
along at the heel of the hunt and
wanted to capture the brush, just as
he ecame along after the timber regu-
lations had been revised and foamed
at regulations which were no longer
in . force.

Again Mr. Ames said Wednesday
cvening that he had asked for inves-
tigation and been denied. This to an
audience every reading man of which
knew Mr. Ames had had investigation
to his heart’s content, and to consid
erably more than his heart’s content.
What was the Publiec Accounts Com-
m{hm- doing in April but investigat-
ing the  timber sales complained of
by Mr, Ames? Where did Mr. Ames
photograph the documents in order to
have his lantern slides made but in
the committee room during that in-
vestigation? The
Committee spent days over these sales
at the request of Mr. Ames, called
every witness Mr, Ames asked for,
and Mr, Ames himseli cross-question-
ed them or had the privilege of ‘doing
0. The commititee went further
When Mr. Ames wanted to stop inves-
tigating the committee insisted on

Public Accounts

continuing the investigation. They
called Mr. Turriff, Commissioner of
Dominion Lands when the sales were
made, the man who ought to know
most about them, and who Mr. Ames
had accused of knowing more than he
ought to about them. Mr, Ames did
not call Mr. Turriff, He declinad to
do so when asked. He endeavored to
prevent Mr, Turriff being heard when
he requested a hearing. Miss Munro,
former secretary to. Mr. Turriff, cor-
roborated every statement made by
him so far as the faets could be sup-
posed to be cognizant to ner, All this
was known to every newspaper reader
in Mr. Ames’ audience. Yet he had
the hardihood to tell those readers he
had asked for investigation and been
denied.

Clearly ii Mr,  Ames deliberately
violates the facts less frequently than
gome of his confreres, the fault is to
be laid neither-to his ineclination nor
his nerve. He will never be deposed
from' the leadership of thé slander-
bund for an unseemly tenderness for|
the truth,

HIGH-PRICED “PURITY.”

fall when Mr; John Stanficld was
elected member: for' Colchester, N.S.,

we doubt if they will forgive easily
his treacherous breach of faith with

in a bye-election. The campaign was4them in accepting their support as a

opened by an agreement between the
candidates to exert their influence for
clean election methods, Mr. Stanfield
woinl and his win was duly advertised
as evidence that public opinion pure
and undefiled was with the Opposi-
tion.  Appended wassthe conclusion
that. if campaigns elsewhere were con
ducted on similar lines tne results
would be the same.

The Stipendiary at Truro, N.S., has
been listening . recently, however, fo
some echoes from the contest which
rather discourage the idea of adopt-
ing the metheds ‘there “employed in
other constituencies.. So far as the
inquiry has proceeded, it seems that
unless gross discrimination was' prac-
tised the election of Mr. Stanfield cost
someone 5,172 gallons of rum and
$43,100 in hard cash.

On the first day of the inquiry six
witnesses who were examined, swore
that they had received from Bayne,
the universal provider, active friend
and worker for Stanfield in the dis-
triet of Five Islandg, $100 in money
and 96 bottles of rum. This Wwas an
average per man of $16.66 in- maoney
and sixteen bottles of rum,

In the whole county Stanfield re
ceived 2,686 votes. If the average w
maintained, Stanficld’s election re-
quired 5,172 gallons of rum—putting
the bottleg all as pints, although some
favored individuals undoubtedly got
larger ones—and about $43,000 in
money.

This was the method of calculation
adopted by Chief Justice Weatherbee
in tlve Shelburne and Quecen’s election
petition two years ago,

This evidence has been brought out
with the greatest difficulty. Bayne
and hig friends were adroit enough
to corral witnesses for the prosecution
on the eve of the trial, conduct them
to Bayne’s -“throne room” in the Stan
ley Hotel, treat them lavishly with
liquor,- and then turn them over to
W. B. A. Ritchie, K.C., who had a
talk with them,

The result of the revelations may bt
summarized as follows:

John C, Jamieson, mail driver, got
$5.

Joseph Jamieson, brother of John,
got $5-and adviee ‘to see Mr, Ritchie
to. talk- matters,-over.

George Uorbett,” hotelkeeper at Five
Islands, got two hatrels of liquor irom
Halifax addressed to Mr. Bayne, and
took them to . his hotel.in Five Islands
and. was ' advised to see Mr, Ritehie
and talk it over:

Noble Morrigon “saw a crowd of faith-

fuls with Mr.:Bayne at Corbett’s ho-

'
tel, -had some iwhiskey. and was ad-

vised to:'sce  Mr.-Ritehic and talk'it
over. v
Howard Ackles had drinks on elec-

tion night,.and was advised to have

a eonversation- with Mr. Ritchie,” ;

George MceClelland got five flasks
from Bayne.

Walter Atkinspn found a two gallon
jug in.the barn/and was advised to
converse with Mr. Ritchie,

Allan Durney got five bottlea from
Bayne, and was advised to talk it
over with Mr. Ritchie.

Welbert Corbeti carefully attendead
jugs in Atkinson’s barn,

Owen Lewis found a ‘basket of
whiskey at his front ‘door. Mr., Rit-
chie was anxious to see him.

Howard Wells got drinks from a jug

in the barn and talked it over with |

Mr. Ritchie,
Thomsz Morrison ~ot six flasks and
two bottles from Bayne.

It will be observed that most of the |

witnesses had conversations with Mr.
Ritchie after being subpoenaed, As
there are subpoenaes out for another
flock it is feared there may be a mark-
cd exodus from Colchester County bhe-
fore the inquiry eoncludes.
The | first question of course is,
where did the money—and booze—come
from? Mr. Stanfield is a member of
the Canadian Manufacturers’ Associa
tion and a devout disciple of the
Haman’s gallows tariffi—but . perish
the thought that protection depends
on such arguments,
' The other question, equally im-
portant, is whether the “purity cam-
paign” is to go on. If so, someone
must spend money on a considerable
gcale. for “purity’”” of this particular
brand comes high. And if the cam-
paign is to goron what is to be the
“quid pro quo” for the expenditure
somebody or some bodies must make?
CURRENT COMMENT.
Henry Bros., of Lethbridge, report
forty-seven bushels of wheat to the
acre, Next!

St. John Sun: The Premier of New
Brunswick was the chief speaker at
the Conservative convention in Hali-
fax. on Wednesday, where he cheered
his hearers with the assurance thatthe
Conservative sweep in New Brunswick
in the recent. Provincial election was
a reliable augury of Conservative suc-
cess in the approaching Federal cam-
paign. Mr, Hazen has apparently at

There is danger that the “campaign
of purity” will come to a premature
end, not because it was a failure, but
because it is too expensive. The eam-

least one characteristic of the success-
ful politician—he forgets easily. But
we doubt if the Liberals of New Brun-
swick who elected him upon a non-
partizan appeal as the head of a coali-

that the convention made almost no,paign was (theQ(retically) launched last. tion governmént hdve forgotten. And

trust for the good of New Brunswick
and prostituting the power thus at-
tained to base partizan uses.

A SPLENDID EXAMPLE OF MUNI-
CIPAL CONFIDENCE.

By a vote of seven hundred to seven
Edmonton ratepayers: endorsed the
purchase of the Strathcona street rail-
way franchise and sanctioned the con-
struction of the inter-municipal street
railway system. The Council may
complete the work in full confidence
that the people are with them. Sel-
dom has a municipal government been
endorsed by a hundred to one vote on
a project of such magnitude.

The building of the road means the
spending of money, of a large amount
of money. And the amount now being
expended is only the beginning of
what must in time grow into an enor-
mous investment. A stregt railway
system must grow with the commun-
ity it serves if it is to serve the com-
munity. Extensions to the trackage
must be made year by year, additions
te the rolling stock must keep pace
with the growth of business. If traffic
develops as we all hope it will develop
we shall have to put more money into

a power plant before many years, and
when we tackle this proposition the
plant should be made large enough to
solve the problem for a decade or so.
All this means that we must borrow
money in large sums in the future for
our street railway system if that sys-
tem is to become the factor it should
be in the life of the Twin Cities,

At present the street railway costs
us only the interest on the money

we have. put into a comparatively
short stretch of track. But when op-
eration begins in November things
will ehange, one way or the other, It
then becomes a going concern, and

like every other going concern, a win-
| ner or a loser. If the former, the sail-
lin;z will be smooth. If the latter, we
may have trouble.  Few enterprises
%mnku money so rapidly as a street
railway with a good business, and few
!.\'oh--mus have yet been devised for
losing money faster than in operating
In street railway without business.
And just which way the die will turn
"can never be -told till it is cast.

’ Edmonton has decided to: east the
“die. With singular unanimity the
ratepayers on Thursday declared their
willingness to take a chance and take
it now. . In doing so they added an-
other to the long list of tangible proofs
}thvy have offered of their faith in the
future. Our choice was to continue to
begr a comparatively e&mall . burden
until: we were more assured of busi-
ness for' the road. or to assumeé a hea-
vier, burden in the hope that the road
would bear it for us. That it is a
chance is admitted. The most ardent
| adveeate of immediate completion and
f{)pvr:nirm would hesitate to prophesy
.(li\'idond_: from the beginning, and we
{have been. by no means without
i gloomy forecasts of deficits and in-
creases in the tax-bills But the
chance of the undertaking only em-
phasizes the courage of the ratepayers
in tackling it,  If it were an assured
success there would be little credit
coming to us for going into it. It is
the margin of doubt of its being an
immediate success that bespeaks the
confidence of the rate-payer and his
willingness to put his confidence to
the test. He believes it will be an
early, if not an immediate, success,
and is ready to back his belief with
his money.

SIGNS OF BETTERMENT.

Imports for the past fortnight have
been largelv in excess of the several
preceding fortnights, and indicate
that the .erop. has already begun to
make its influence felt. Last year's
imports were phenomenai, merchants
laying in large stocks in anticipation
of a heavy trade during the fall and
winter., The expectations were dis-
appointed. however, and the
carried over lessened the import
trade during the spring and summer

goods

months. These goods have apparent-
ly Dbeen disposed of, and with-the as
surance of a good harvest the import-
ers have been buying heavily-for the
coming fall and winter trade.
Incidentally, the swelling in exports
means inérease in the revenue trom
the customs. For the past six months
our protectionist friends have bewail-
ed the lessening revenues from our de-
clining imports. They will now be
afforded the opportunity to change the
tune and wail because the growing
volume of imports yields a larger in-
come to the.national treasury,
Growing imports and increasing re-
venue mean that Canada is rapidly
returning to her normal conditions.
These conditions were temporarily
disturbed by a partial erop failure oc-
curring when the financial weather
was subject to squalls. Had the fail-
ure occurred in times of easy money,
or had the period of tight money come
when we had full granaries the coun-!
try would not have been seriously af-|
fected, . 'The unhappy coincidence of
short crops and -scarce money hoth
increased the burdens and weakened
the strength of the industrial and

i

commercial arganism. - As the crop
i
failure of last year precipitated the

trouble the crop suecess of this year
is relieving it. The beginnings of bet-
terment are observable in growing im-
ports and increasing revenues, Three
months hence we should be well on
the road to recovery.

ONTARIO MUST BEAR THE BLAME

The Montreal Star says the “police
that memorable trainload

de with the case, except on the re
quest and "authority of the officials of
the Province of Ontario. The crimes

in Ontario, against the laws of that
Province and on the persons and pro-
perty -of residents of that Province.
The police authorities of the West
have no jurisdiction beyond their own
Provincial borders and hence no re-
eponsibility. - Since reaching the West
the hoodlums seem to have behaved
themselves—which was exceedingly
tortunate from their own point of

in. Ontario, it would not have been
necessary for the Montreal Star or
any other journal to urge the police
authorities of the West to their duty.
But for the crimes done in Ontario
the officers in the West have no au-
thority to act save at the request and
on the instructions of the officials of
Ontario. When Ontario wants the
offenders the Western police will be
happy to get them and hand them
over. Unless Ontario wants them the
Western police dare not touch them.
Meantime we do not propose to have
the - eriminal indifierence of the On-
tario Government shouldered off onto
“the police authorities of the West ™’

MR. AMES AND THE TARIFF.

An apologist for Mr. Ames’ tarin
rake-off quotes that gentleman as say-
ing: “Last year, without any solicita-
“tion on my part, the Liberal govern-
“ment inecreased the duty to 30 per
“cent.””—on boots and shoes. The
Canadian Manufacturer, the official
publication of the Camadian Manufac-
turers’ Associatian, quotes the duty
on boots and shoes, pegged or wire
fastened, as_ follows: From Britain,
17% per cent.; from countries under
the ““favored nation’ eclause, 22% per
cent.; from other countries, 25 per
cent. On boots, shoes slippers and
insoles of any material—not otherwise
provided for—the duty is: From Brit-
ain, 20 per cent,; from “favored na-
tions” 27% per cent.; and from other
That is, the
highest duty a man could possibly be
taxed for importing a pair of boots or
shoes from any part of the world and
made of any material, is 30 per ceént.
and he could bring the same in from
England for 20 per cent. Mr. Ames
announces 30 per cent. as the duty
on boots and shoes, It would be
cqually just to say that the duty on
boots and shoes has been reduced to
17}, per cent., because boots and
shoes may be imported at that rate.

countries, 30 per cent.

these men committed were committed |

view. Had they repeated in these;l
Provinces the crimes they perpetrated

tions, On August 20th, 1908, I

pendiary at ‘Truro, N.S., was hea
the coniessions of the Opposit
workers who handled the boodle

booze in the prohibition constity
of Colchester, N.S.

SIR WILFRID LAURIER,
Toronto Globe—The premiter’s ¢

authorities of the West are now on | for performing work and endu

i . | strain is a standing marve
trial” as respects the depredations of! nding marvel

whe know him most intimately,

of harvest-!more than to the general public,
ers. "We beg to differ, The police ;lu-f have only
thorities of the West have nothing t“::u.ni distractions inseparable fro
|high office. Not'long ago Sir W
1 Laurier afforded the laity some a
| ment by telling: an assembly of

a vague idea of thie

cal practitioners how he had ials
his physician’s premonitions by
lutely leading ““the simple life;”
we are told that after the et
{a protracted and acrimonious =
followed by many days of equall
acting festivities at Quebee, |

gone to his own home -for a w
rest, the first he has taken fo
i This is “the simple life” with a
| ance.

Sir Wilfrid's persistent hold
people of Canada is a myst
political opponents, but it
ible of easy explanation.
in him beecause he trust
reats them with unaffected is
nd d rence. They adm

when a great occasio
up he rises to it in a fitting
They respect him because |
respeets them and himseli,
proud of him because he
them with a distinetion oi

| manner which is too much °

ihimself to be merely secon
i It is the habit of some of |
to disparage Sir- Wilfrid’s
whatever they may mean
term. It is not necessary
that he has ability of a
order, even that sort of it whicl
an indispensable qualification
statesmanship. = He is a consumn
parliamentarian, and no man in ik
position ever displayed more une
intuition in perceiving when
psychological moment has arrived i
an_ epoch-making appeal to pul
opinion. Among the signal instan
that might be cited as iilustratior
the mos
the Ngiional Transcontinental
way, which will probably prove
greatest oi his achievements and
one by which he would prefer to |
most enduringly remembered.
Owing to persistent

oi Canada have for many years
little of the premier in person; th
announcement that he is about
make cven a brief tour of Ontario wi
bring great pleasure to his nume
friends and even to his fair-mind
opponents wherever his addresses

o be delivered. One of the i
sources of hig unprecedented and on
during popularity is the admiral
self-control by the exercise of which
he is able to discuss public questions
in such a way as to arouse the en
thusiasm of his friends without wom
ing ‘the feelings of his opponents
Public lite would gain immansely i
others who have suffered less than |
has done in the way of ~exasperating
misreprésentatiop,had his. gift: of -
quisite urbanity ‘and impevturbahle
good temper.

A NEW KIND OF WHEAT.

Regina Leader—Writing in the
urday Evening Post under the
ing, ““A Miracle in Wheat,” Mr.
F. G. Day, of Minneapolis, presc
some distinetly startling figures 1
tive to a new:=kind of wheat which i
being experimented with in Idaho and
other states. The wheat was found

Neither statement would convey the
precise truth, but the impression nfi
the latter would be much nearer it|
than that conveyed by Mr. Ames. It
is true that on certain lines from cer-
tain countries the duty is 30 per cent.
But it is true that the same boots may be

growing wild on the east coast of Al-
aska, aad attracfed the attention of
a prospector by reason of its 1

size. Mr. Day says that five years
Abraham Adams, an Tdaho ranchman,
while prospecting in- Alaska, ran
across -a small patech of wheat. How
the grain happened to be growing
there, whether the seed was dropped

imported from England at 206 per cent.
It is also true that on certain (\‘L'ltv-r;
linees from certain other countries the|
duty is 173 per cent. The lines on
which the duty is 30 per cent. are
Canada. The
lines on which the duty is 17} per

those least worn in ‘
cent. are those most worn in Canada.
The general operation of the tariff
thereiore is toward a material redue-
tion in the cost of boots and shoes to
the Canadian consumer. On the kind
he buys least of the duty is 30 per
cent. if he prefers to import them
from a foreign country than from
Jritain, and prefers a foreign country
with which we have nct an interme-
diate tariff arrangement. On the kind
he buys most of the duty is 30 per
cent, less than Mr. Ames’
charged him,

friends

CURRENT COMMENT.
Calgary is rejoicing over a new flow
of natural gas,

3ank deposits in Canada increased
by seven million dollars during July.
This in the chartered banks alone, be-
side the savings deposits in the post
office savings ‘bank and the loan com-
panics. Things might be worse,

The Toronto News stops shrieking
that the Laurier Government has!
slaughtered the woollen industry ju.~ti
long enough to declare that pruh\minn!
will not be an issue in the coming
clection.

|
|

Mr. Borden is to tour Ontario in the
society of Premier McBride, Premier

Roblin, Premier Whitney and Premier
Hazen, Mr Borden cannot consider him-!
seilf much' of a luminary when he re-|
quires the présence of four Provincial
Premiers to enlighten his audience mli
Dominion polities,

On August 20th, 1907, Mr. R.' L.|
3orden was telling the people of Hali-!
fax, N.S., that he favored clean elec-

by a bird, an Indian, or a prospector,
no one can tell. Only cne head of
wheat, of unusual size, remained
tact, and Mr. Adams preserved it
brought it home to Idaho, where
xperimented with it. The first year
he one head yielded seven pounds
of wheat; from these seven pounds
he-next year harvested 1,545 pounds.
which was at the rate of 220 bushels
an acre; in the fall of 1966, he plant-
ed the 1,545 pounds, and the next
vear harvested 53.000 pounds. Mr.
Adams had his wheat tested at the Id-
aho experimental station, where it
was pronounced a good hard wheat.
He also tried both as winter wheat
and spring wheat and it did equal
well. “After that Mr. Day says that
satisfactory tests were made in Ala-
bama and other parts of the country,
and - it was demonstrated that the Al-
aska wheat will yield two hundred
bushels to the acre, and even more
with special attention. As the world’s
average is 12.7 bushels, with g fair
vield for exceptional land of 20 bush-
els, the revolution that is promised in
wheat growing is beyond even t
most wonderful imaginations. W
will be the outcome, queries Mr. D
stupendously. TIf the United States
had all been planted with A
wheat this year, instead of the «
arx seed, he réckons the result
5,000,000,000 bushels:

It this new wheat should prov
be all that is claimed for it, it wou
revolutionize the pricé of foodstull
the world .over: Tt “would work 2
change in whéat giowine ‘that wou
upset all past caleulations. In
present incomplete stage of knowled
of this grain speculation, howeve
idle, but further experiments both
to the wheat’ itsélf and its offcct
the life of the 'sofil, 'will Yeceive ¢
attention.

i

Fowler in Again.

St. ohn, August 20.—In an insol

| veney case of the Wright Lumber ¢

some stockholders are attempting !
show that George W. Fowler, M.T’
did not make a bond-fide payment
his stock in the company. Fow

{ swore he never received a dollm

the company’s money, and tl

paid for all the stock held by

and his wife. He refused to answ
some questions, saying it was a “F
ing expedition,” and that later. w!
sible for costs of the regular acti
he would prove he had been the hean
est loser in the Wright transact o1

notable is his conception of

B preoccupation
with exacting publie daties the peopl

A CRITIC OF THE Vvd
HERBERT AME{

Winnipeg Free Press
Mr. E. W. Thom n
correspondent  of

seript,- have not
quoted by the Cons
will be interesting
Conservative pap
Thompson’s criti i
ances of the great and
bert Ames, M.P.,
session, in his «
scandals expos
fiaseo. in every
far as it sp
Ames as
Holmes.

a couple of
give stercoptico:
his plaintive v
tures in the
minion Cone
the strex

toba provineial
hope of )
Scott goven
Mr. Thomp
campaign

“Ft was c«
pearance o
1ions 0Ol \
|\'Q‘Il ‘lz‘l ha
in. The opp
the scandal
rieh, of good
given to lect
fair play anc
No man in |
phylacteries
He speaks voh
the defect
sufficiently cul
ping.

“1t was
a . man would
ports of s
che merest
l'otened toc
stumping th
looks of sorrow
nation, telling
was going
thn‘\' were
timber in the
given away ¢
ministry ar Ot

“But when
was clearly proved
iabric of inmuend
suspicions that
cedure had- not
a8 it turned out
every time.

*“In the cou
paign Ames
and Turrifi, gnen
as himself, and h
more so.  Both a
for Turriff resigned 1 lan
sionership before 1904 to
House of- Commons.
block the evidenc
two members pe
ahominable imputations ag

“Ames certainly has deserve
treatment, hut his only pun
are: (1) To be cursed by fell
sitionizts, whom he inveigled
lieving he eould and woul
good,” and who had to back
i ordes to try and eave his si
(2) to be laughed at by the
ministerialists, who drew hir
reserving their defence and th
ehce until
the -mive thuat=hs
without a mess of

“Of course,
been - promoted
adroitness. since the
ed the fun, and cannot but
not only the alleged Burrow
seandal, but every other urge
opposition on like grounds.
the -opposition stands ]
spanked for the folly
o1 Ames.

‘“He was the more blamable
if he had not gone into the sl
the timber question, the of
stood to gain some deserved e
asmauch as they called the mj
attention last session to the
some amendments in admir
the timber of the west.
might have obtaihed it h:
marred their whole timber cas
preposterous scandal-mongerin

ATTENTION, MR. Ah}l

(Leading article in the Toron
of Wednesday, August

The prospeetus of a land «
which the Manitoba ¥Free Py
published for the informatic
readers contains matter for a
of reflections. The prospe
questio is. signed by Hug
strong, ““director resident
Mr. Armstrong is the represen
the Manitoba legislature of Pe
Prairie. The prospectus i
of the Western Wheat Lands &
company, and it sets forth tha
dicate had purchased from th
toba  government 80,336 acre
vinecial lands, and that these
turned over to the company
sideration of 233,000 fuliy pai
oI one dollar ch in t
subject to the paym
ment of Manitoba of $3.05
as balance v € NONE
to such government on the
sale by it, such balance beil
pPayable by the company by nin|
annual instalments

As the syndicators had only
cents per acre to the goverm
hold tnhe option, 1
they would start
floor or in the cell
000 to the good.
thing is that Mr.
of the province, ]
in the legislature on 1
declared that
been granted
and that “provincial
been sold except in
There is a great deal t
Ltween these statemants
Pe€ctus from which
have been extrace

Until Mr. Roblin h
matter nothing can be
merits of the transaction
deny that the prospeet
basis so far : govern
cerned, or he may def
the cighty thousand
though he will find
difticult in view
the legislatur )
matter is referred to here andn
the purpose of pointing out |
transaction woukd be t
Ottawa opposition under
ship of the amateur ster
Mr. Herbert B. Ames. M.P
no more miformation than-t
Pectus referred to, Mr. Am




