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IN last month’s article under the above title an attempt 
was made to trace the rise of the interesting educational 
experiment with which the name of Madame Maria 

Montessori has become identified in the popular mind, and to 
describe in a general way its organisation; the present article 
will deal with certain principles and practices which Madame 
Montessori regards as fundamental to the work of the Chil­
dren’s House; while a third and final article will concern 
itself with some matters of general criticism and with a tenta­
tive estimate of the value of the movement as a whole.

Three principles upon which Madame Montessori places 
especial stress are that of liberty, that of sense training, and 
that of auto-education.

The principle of liberty is in itself no new thing in educational 
doctrine; it is as old as the eighteenth century, and in its more 
fundamental aspects is as old as Christianity itself. It may 
quite reasonably be contended that Madame Montessori’s
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