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Jesus to the Soul. ; l,“Mk affairs- T1>« emperors of the Roman- and Nicholas have devoted to it large sums, to some White-chapel market in search of
Fair soul, created in the primal hour ° '*) “av,? alw»>'3 feared their obsli- I I he annual expenses tor schools is eleven “ the palm leaves, the myrtle, and the weep-

Once pure and grand, ' | Date adherence to their old prejudices and j millions of francs ; but this money is ex- ing willow,” with which , he is commanded
And for whose sake I Idft my throne and power 1 le|r spirit or independence. heyare lords pended mostly to support schools for the by the ancient law to decorate his humble < me .»u uuuas umcr, men, umv u> aou ux.. uaiui. n

_ At God's right band ; W '? IVe ln 1 ieil\ manor*’ s^ounded wlth s‘’ns °* noblemen, priests and public officers, dwelling in the fall, and to celebrate, even in the language by means of which the truth easy with its position
fly this-sad heart pierced through because I love I sfr'*’ ,,unf’‘ro,,s domestics, and generally ad- The mass of the people are plunged it) ig- amid the filth and fogs of London, the bar- , is expressed. Now, if I read the Scriptures our unsatisfied love fo

j dieted to intemperance. They have hardly norance. The lords do not love to have vest of the vine. In his adherence to this I read certain words which you
j shared in the civilization which Peter the their serfs taught ; and it is reckoned that ancient law, the Hebrew defies time and it is dangerous for me to try to

the interpretation is correct, do not both con
tain the same truth !

Cath. Yes, certainly.
Meth. The two books differ, then, only

thee
Let love and mercy to contrition move thee.

Cast off the sin thy holy beantv veiling, 
Spirit divine !

N ain against thee the hosts of hell assailing, 
My strength is thine.

Drink from my side the cup of life immortal, 
And love will lead thee back to heaven's portal.

P»'
tell me that

»reat tried to implant in his empire. I heir scarcely one in 3W inhabitants of the cm- place alike. He makes his bower in a yard for myself. But if Ijicad your interpretation,
ll <11141 flirt* It fin W<a limit In rna.l PiujL. I- — » > I— ' . I f.............., hie fulKsam lx..11* A l  ___J .1 . ' »__________ _ . 1 «j manners and opinions are half Oriental and 

j Asiatic. They serve their country only in 
| eases of serious war.

Quench in my light the flame of low desire 
Crush doubt and fear ;

E'en to my glory may each soul aspire,
If victor here.

Die now to earth with earthly vanity.
And live for evermore in heaven with me.

piro knows how to read. Russia is at the in Houndsditch as his fathers built their ; and that interpretation be", as you say, a cor-
- same point where Europe was, six hundred bowers in the sunny gardens of Palestine j rect one, I merely Iget the same truths in

l.itin they take arms, years ago, under the feudal government. i ages before the captivity of Babylon. He 1 another set of words. Whether the wordr
and march bravely at the head ol their pea- The numb r of parish schools is 1,050 to ; treats his child just as Abraham treated the ' 
sants. | A boyard who should do an act ro- , 1,100,—no more for this vast extent of ter-| children of his house. He still says his !
garded as dishonorable is exposed to lose his , ritory. There are, besides, 445 district j prayers in old Chaldee patois, though he
titles Vf nobility ; but he is judged by men schools,—521 private boarding schools, 70 docs not comprehend one word of what he

gymnasia. The cities of St. Petersburg, 
Moscow and Kief have lyceums and uni-

chosen in the bosom of the aristocracy itself 
The personal nobles arc interior to the

hereditary, but they are better received at versifies. But the number of pupils there 
the court of St. Petersburg. ,because they j is very limited, and the czar Nicholas lias 
are more intelligent, and more imlished.— j imposed by a recent ordinance new restric- 
They are the czar’s creatures and bis active | lions upon education. Add to this, a supe- 
auxiliaries. In their bands are the highest rior school for teachers at St. Petersburg, 

t r..\x.. . - - . ... military, civil, and judicial offices. When 1 military schools, some seminaries for tin;
A  “ Wl ‘ manj wrrow<’ ; they display eminent genius, they can enter , Russian clergy, some special schools for the

the ranks of the hereditary nobility. But I instruction of girls, and you know all that 
this favor is rare. The government fear to j has been done hitherto to develope the intel-

uIters. In the service of his festival, he 
wears a cabalistic garb, the form of which 
remains though the meaning has long been 
lost. He bolds it a deadly crime to light 
the lamp with his own hand. He is inspir-

: of the
And I>ore the cross,

Yet heeded not the gailin 
The shame or loss.

So faint not thou, whate’er the bnrdei 
Bear it on bravely, even to Calvary.

of God's choosing, of yours, private judg
ment must decide upon the sense. It you 
say that your words are safe, while his are 
dangerous, you claim to he better teachers 
than God himself.

Cath. U, my dear sir, you must remem
ber that the Church does not claim to speak 
of herself. She merely interprets as site is 
taught of God. The Scripture and the in

experience, we block up the way of the 
world, so that it cannot move toward Christ I 
The world cannot see the difference between 
us and itself plainly enough to become un- 

Somet ll ing—either 
for the world, as such, 

or our ignorant zeal for its salvation—has 
induced us to compromise with it loo pal
pably. But the way to move it, is to get 
away from it into the heights of a definite 
religious; experience.

Methodists are evidently becoming too 
much alraid of such terms as holiness, sanc
tification and perfect love. We have almost ; 
forgotten that they are scriptural. We are I 
too fond of such vague expressions as “ more j
religion, a " deeper work ol grace,’ etc. ( will In- the keenest pang in the agonies 
These wake us up at public worship for a j ihe second death, while the vision vests

the moment which decided the entrance 
on the infinite deep of retributive waste.

be,

Still shall my spirit urge if thou delayest, 
My hand sustain

My blood wash out thy errors if thou strayest ; 
Dead I in vain ?—

An hour is coming when the judgment loometh, 
Repent, lair soul, ere yét the great hour cometh. 
—Life anil Martyrdom of Savonarola.

excite the jealousy of the boyards.
The middl^classes, who constitute in 

France, England, and Germany so influen
tial and so useful a portion of society, are 
still less numerous in Russia. The empress 
Catherine II. made many efforts to give them 
importance : she instituted laws to favor

lectual faculties of the Muscovites. Let us 
not be deceived by appearances. The civili
zation of this country, so pompously lauded 
by the French Philosophers who were paid 
from the imperial treasury,—this civiliza
tion is confined at present to a few indivi
duals. The great majority of Muscovites

commerce and manufactures, and to attract j have not been reached by the efforts of Peter 
to the cities a larger population. But in j 1. and his,successors ; they are still Tartars, 
vain ; the middle classes prosper only under j Cossacks,'Asiatics rather than Europeans, 
the government of liberty, and liberty is Here is a great danger for the western na-

moment, only that we may fall afterwards 
into dveper sleep, while | the desolation of 

.... , Zion traveled) as an armed roan. Until we
• d with hopes and actuated by passions to j terpretatioo are alike the work of God. | once more believe that there Is such an in- 
which all other men are strangers, and in j Meth. 1 hen you say that God lias issued ward work as sanelideation, and that we an* 
the lowest depths of poverty and degiada- ! two versions of 11 is will; the one sale and j never to rest until it is witnessed to our 
tion be nurses in his soul the consoling I the other dangerous. This looks to inc very j consciousness as plainly as the evidence of I 
thought of a future return to material pros- | strange and unaccountable, if not absurd.— of our justification—until this doctrine is ■ 
perity and intellectual sway. Had some , Why not give the Safe' version first, and sup- preached so as to produce pungent convie-1 
Mandaville fallen in with such a people, his 1 press the other with its dangerous tenden- j tion of short-coming in the heart of an casful 1 
accounts of them would scarcely have helped | cies ? But as He has given us both versions, \ and self-satisfied Zion, there never can be a 1

The Perils of Excellence.

Internal State of Russia.
1 sent you, some mont lis ago, two letters j 

on the Czar Nicholas. 1 will now speak ol 
the internal state of bis vast colossal empire : 
the elements of which its population is com
posed ; the degree of civilization to which 
the inhabitants have attained ; the^govern- 
ment, religion, army, judicial authority, Ac. 
These points deeply interest the civilized 
world, in view of the gigantic and insatiable 
ambition which impels the Muscovites to ex
tend unceasingly their conquests. - “ Before 
fifty years," said Napoleon at St. Helena,
“ Finrope will he Republican or Cossack,”— 
r. prophecy which may not improbably be 
fulfilled, ami which, in any case, must inspire 
a desire to know the real state of this em
pire, which threatens to absorb everything 
in ils vast bosom.

•Several works have recently been pub
lished on Russia, one of which is by Mr. 
Zando, wh* has studied this country with 
patiefit and scrupulous attention. Unhap
pily, Air. Zando is an enthusiastic advocate 
of i"ue Muscovite empire, its head, and its 
institutions, so that the information he gives 
is not worthy of full confidence. His book, 
however, contains interesting researches ; it 
offers the most complete picture of Russia 
hitherto drawn ; and taking car.; to correct 
Mr. Zando’s testimonies by other more 'im
partial documents, I hope to furnish you 
with accurate information on this important 
subject.

Russia is the largest empire in the world, 
in respec^of territory, without excepting 
even thè Lnited States ; it occupies one sixth 

. part of the land on the globe, or more than 
double the rest of Europe. 'Flic Roman 
empire, in the flourishing days of Augustus 
or Trajan was not so extensive. Bat Asiatic 
Russia, whicli comprehends two thirds ol 
this vast territory, is almost a desert, and 
the wandering tribes who inhabit it do not 
allow the Czar but a nominal authority.

The population of Russia is not exactly 
known, because the periodical censuses are 
not taken carefully. The, best informed 
statistics estimate the number of the Czar’s 
subjects at (11 or 62 millions of souls, includ
ing the'army and navy forces. The increase 
of the population, though not as rapid as 
that of the American Union, is very large ; 
it amounts annually to. nearly 700,1X10 souls, 
and in the space of fifty years, the number 
of Russians has almost doubled. If this 
progress continues, and if the unity of the 
empire is preserved, the numerical force of 
Russia will become gigantic in a ceutury : 
but who knows what changes will take place 
before this time, in the condition of Europe 
and the world 'I . x t

Of these 61 millions of iriliabitants./gbout 
40 millions are of Sclavonian originj It hey 
are brave, enterprising, shrewd, but without 
firm moral principles, aqd not very intelli
gent. The rest belong to the Mongul. Tar
tar, Caucasian, Persian, and other races.— 
Many Germans are settled in the towns and

what is wanted in Russia.
Some citizens called notables possess pri

vileges almost equal" to those of the personal 
nobles. They are dispensed from paying 
taxes. Tbe-fitle of notable citizen is com
monly conferred on merchants who lihve ac
quired a large fortune, on learned men who 
have made interesting discoveries, on mem
bers of the Academy of Science or the Fine 
Arts, the University professors, and officers 
who have shown remarkable zeal and fidelity. 
These are the most responsible men of the 
empire.

The merchants are divided into three 
classes. The members of the first class may 
own commercial vessels, may trade with 
foreign countries, be bankers', manufacturers. 
Arc. Those of the second class most coniine 
their attention to internal commerce ; still 
their rights and privileges are large enough.

lions of Europe.—French Corr. of N. 
Observer.

r.

Spiritual Life.
Life is sweet, even in a temporal sense. 

Though it is connected with difficulties, and 
surrounded by many unacceptable circum
stances, the generality of mankind are de
sirous to live as long as possible. But what 
is this life when compared with spiritual 
life. The happiness of him who seeks bis 
portion in the present world, though he en
joys his life to a considerable extent, is of a 
very short duration. His race is soon run ; 
and then all his pleasures are at an end.— 
And even here, in the midst of bis conceited 
joys, he is a stranger to real happiness.

But it is quite otherwise with him who is
He iin possession of true spiritual life.

Lastly, those of the third class are petty re- joys the comforts of temporal life after the 
tail merchants, and shop-keepers. Every restrictions held out in the Bible ; and, fol

io sustain his reputation as a truth teller— 
had a Stephens found them clustered round 
some ancient temple of Mexico, scientific 
and literary missions would have been sent 
out to study their manners and modes of 
life. Yet the London Hebrew, the living 
riddle of the world, was qjjtil now a being 
all but unknown to the other dwellers in the 
great city.

Mr. Mills, the writer of the able and in
teresting work before us, says that there are 
about 30,000 Jews in the United Kingdom ; 
of these, 25,000 reside in London and its 
suburbs. They are divided into two grand 
parties—as in the case with almost all reli
gious bodies — Christians, Mghomtnedans, 
Buddhists and Coniucians. These parties 
are, the Sephardim, the descendants of the 
Jews of Spain and Portugal, and the Ash- 
kenasim, the emigrants from Germany and 
Poland. The Ashkenasim are the most nu
merous, and from this branch of Israel have 
sprung nearly all the Hebrew poets and 
writers who in modem times have contribu
ted to the intellectual movements of Europe. 
The Sephardim, however, affect to be of 
purer blood and higher rank in the nation ; 
Sidonia, as will be remembered, claims to be

why am 1 more liable to misconstrue the 
Scripture, than 1 am to misunderstand the 
Church’s interpretation ?

Gath. My dear sir, there Is no difficulty 
on that score. VV hen the true believer takes

general or powerful revival of religion. But 
just so soon as this great doctrine is clearly 
set before the church, and she begins to 
move towards it with penitent and solicitous 
determination. Hoods of salvation will, as in

corporation is subject to a special tax. How 
could there be industry in a nation with such 
laws ?

The Russians have, however, a decided 
tâste for commercial and manufacturing 
pursuits. Their skill is proverbial ; they are 
persevering in their enterprises, and pas
sionately fond of money, they need more fa
cility of intercourse with foreigners, and 
more liberty at home. But it is doubtful if 
the Emperor Nicholas will grant them these 
advantages. He prefers to have a less 
wealthy people ! a smaller revenue, than 
to expose his empire to a contagion of liberal 
opinions, by a freer intercourse with civilized 
Europe. Above all, the preservation of ab
solute authority ; after that, an extended 
commerce and increased revenues, if practi
cable. i

TlyZ/riv peasants form a population of 
about sïm*m millions. They are serfs who 
have been successively freed by their lords, 
or who have purchased their freedom.— 
Others are become free by military service ; 
for it is a law in Russia that the soldier, af
ter having phssed a number of years in the 
army, returns no more to servitude, when he 
comes home. The free peasants have al
most all a small property. They compose 
distinct villages, governed by municipal ma
gistrates, whom the inhabitants themselves 
appoint. Several of these villages form a 
district, over which is a chief called golou-a, 
who is also chosen by the peasants. These 
securities are judged necessary against the 
ill-will and encroachments of the boyards, 
who see with a jealous eye this freed popu
lation increasing, and try to reduce them to 
their former bondage.

The serfs, or half-slaves, still number 
nearly forty miilious, in spite of the encou
ragements and examples of the czars for 
their emancipation. Very different accounts 
are given of the condition of the serfs. 
Some travellers say that they are threatened 
like brutes, exposed to the rapacity and 
cruelty of their lords, and hardly above the 
tie-woes in the Colonies. Others make not 
so dark a picture of serfage; they say that

up the Church’s explanation ol the Scrip- j the olden time, ho poured out upon the dry 
ture, then faith, which is God’s reason, di- j ground, and a lull, broad, perennial and irre-
rects his mind infallibly to the truth.

Meth. Why docs not the same faith help 
him to understand the Scripture itself?

(The Cajholic makes no reply, and the 
conversation changes.)

Hints to Females.
Dr. Win. B. Casey, who edits the Newsev, i

and Advertiser, of Middletown, Ct., gives 
some wholesome advice to females in the 
annexed paragraph, which they would do 
well to heed, thereby avoiding their liability 
to the ravages of that disease which annual
ly proves fatal to so many of their sex : — 
Richmond Ch. Adv.

“ We once upon a while take it upon our
selves to administer a little advice to the 
male sex, respecting sundry bad habits in 
which it is prone to indulge ; and we see no 
good reason why we should not venture up
on a little remonstrance to the gentler sex, 
in regard to certain dangerous and unwhole- 

the girls ’ have 
We refer now 

more particularly to the pernicious habit of 
wearimz thin .A~- . r-“—“ “ “*«• V1.^'also a trim, well-turned ankle, but
must protest against the exhibition of such 
articles under improper or disadvantageous 
circumstances. A thin paper-soled shoe or 
slipper may do very well for in-door use ; 
but do dear ladies, we entreat of you, ex
change the shoes aforesaid for a stout, sub
stantial boot, when you go out of doors, and 
are obliged to walk in cold or damp weather. 
.Don’t tell us that in such cases you wear 
India-rubber overshoes ; we know you do 
when it actually rains or snows ; but there 
are very many times when you leave the 
overshoes at home, and with your feet en
cased in neat. thin%aiters, you step off" as if

. > 1 till y t JCI IUUUO <•* V> VVHIVV. --- ................................................. * , 1,11 - |,
o-cuuv public offices. The Jews are nume- the lot ol these field-labourers is generally 

. r , h i__i „ a__ __ • nr <av«»n nmi that mostroes, and dwell chiefly in Poland ; they gain 
their living by petty and not always reputa
ble trades.

The Russian language is the official lan
guage of the government ; but more than 60 
longues or idioms are spoken in the different 
ipfovinces of the,empire. When the Czar 
desires to make known any orders to" his 
w'tolc people, he is obliged to resort to in
terpreters, who translate these documents 
into at least 14 distinct languages. This is 
a constant subject of embarrassment for the 
government^ Russia Iras not the power of 
assimilating its population, as the United 
States has. There being few schools and 
still fewer periodical publications, and very 
imperfect means of intercourse, the nations 
successively annexed to Musboyy persist in 
shaking their old idioms. They are not 
united, but only placed in juxtaposition, 
and this want of cohesion diminishes their 
strength. Indeed, the Czar is the only bond 
that holds these races together ; he alone 
cau keep them under uniform laws. It he 
should disappear, if the monarchical govern
ment should perish, the Russian empire 
would he rent in a thousand pieces. Some 
jMrlitical men find in this fact the best excuse 
tor the Czar’s despotism.

In this country, every individual is in a 
special class, from which he cannot go out 
without difficulty. The tchinn, or order of 
ranks, is applied to the common people as 
well as to the soldiers. There arc 14 classes 
or grades ot inhabitants, embracing all 'per
sons from the highest state officers to the 
I>easantry and serfs. One grade corresponds 
to that of" lieutenant, another to that of cap
tain, a third to that of colonel, and do forth. 
Russia resejnbles vast barracks, and the 
same sort of discipline is applied to citizens 
as to soldiers. In this way good order is 
secured, no doubt ; but progress, personal 
activity, public and private enterprise are 
checked.

The hereditary nobility, the members of 
which are called boyards, take little part in

paratively, are willing to accept tbe gracious 
invitations, and to yield to the divine pre
cepts !

In order to realize spiritual life, or the 
life of God, a person must be born again— 
born of the Spirit ; lie must obtain a new 
heart and a new spirit—become spiritually 
minded. He must renounce all sin, and by 
faith embrace Christ in all his offices. “ He 
that believeth on the Son”—but this is the 
exercise of a living faith—“ hath everlast
ing life : and he that believeth not the Son, 
shall not see life ; hut the wrath of God 
abideth on him,” John’s Gos. iii, 36. “He 
that hath the Son, hath life ; and he that 
hath not the Son, hath not life,” 1 John v, 
12. As he who “ has not the Spirit of 
Christ, is none of his,” and has not spiritual 
life ; so be that has the Spirit of Christ is 
owned of him, and enjoys spiritual life.

Life is the essence of religion. The mere 
form of godliness will never sustain us. We 
must be in’ possession of its life and power. 
And it is every Christian’s duty, is well as 
his privilege, continually to make: advance
ments therein. Jesus says : “ 1 am the re- 

tolerablej or even comfortable, and that most | surrection and the life : he that believeth in

lowing the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and 
the directions of the Scriptures, he, to a 
greater or less degree, realizes the favor of 
God and tbe essenee of tbe Christian reliui""
Aj l.. ms conflicts and trials in
tbe present world, yet, enjoying peace and 
consolation in his soul, he proceeds with a 
view to the glory of God, and in anticipa
tion of eternal life.

True spiritual life consists in being united 
to God. It is possessed and enjoyed by the 
true believers only. All men, by nature 
carnally minded, are destitute thereof. They 
are in a stale of sin and transgression ; but 
thanks be ascribed to God for the manifesta
tion of his love in the gift of his only begot
ten Son ; he has completely opened the way 
to life and immortality. And the grace of j wisdom in the midst of the temptations to 
God, which brings salvation, having, in a | vjCe and corruption which beset youth—if 
certain sense, apjtearcd to all men—Christ j every man could begin life with an exact
tasted death for every man—all are invited ' ... . ->---- 1 -*L
to come to the fountain of salvation ; and 
whoever will, may come and take the water 
of life freely. But, Oh, what a few, cora-

of the Sephardim.
It has not been easy, however, to close 

the ^synagogue against the searching and | some practices into which 
subtle spirit of reform. Of late years there allowed themselves to fall, 
have appeared, even in IsranL sceptics and 
protesters ; the tm»-* r"vl11* ~r *"c dispute 

iar, the Divine authority of a.- 
Talinud or oral law, together with some 
minor differences about long rituals and 
other matters not quite in harmony with 
English habits. On these grounds of appeal 
a new synagogue has been built, and some 
members of the Sephardim and the Ashken- 
asiin have been drawn away to the Reform-/ 
ed Congregation.—Atheiurum,

Temptations of the Young.
If it eeuld by any means be arranged that 

our race instead of acquiring experience and

istible stream of refreshing will flow from 
the presence of the Lord.—Louisville Chris. 
Advocate.

you were impervious to wet and cold, and 
consider yourselves perfectly secure against 

knowledge and a shuddering dread of tbe any attacks of disease through that mode of 
corrupting influences to which the morning approach. Now the fact is, that very many 
of life is exposed, without acquiring the taint { and very severe • colds ’ are caught by this 
and corruption with the knowledge, this thoughtless and unnecessary exposure, and 
would seem to be a very desirable scheme of we doubt if disease finds a readier method of 
life. But it happens that while youth is the access to the system than through the feet, 
season of temptation, it is also the season of Nor are the ‘ rubbers’ as wholesome as good 
weakness, inexperience, ignorance, and of stout leather. They (the rubbers) are mast 
ardent passions and glowing fancies and decidedly useful articles, and we have noth- 
deceitlul hopes. At the very period when 1 ing to say against their use in wet weather ; 
they are most exposed to temptation without, ! but in dry, cold weather, we believe substan-

The Fatal Flower.
Travellers who visit the Falls of Niagara 

are directed to a spot on the margin of the 
precipice, over the boiling current below, 
where a gay young lady a few years since 
lost her life. She was delighted with the 
wonders of the unrivalled sceue, and ambi
tious to pluck a flower from a cliff where no 
human band had before ventured, as a memo
rial of the cataract and her own daring.— 
She leaned over the Fergo, and caught a 
glimpse of the surging waters far down the 
battlement of rocks, while fear for a moment 
darkened her excited mind. But there hung 
the lovely blossom upon which her heart 
was fixed ; and she leaned, in a delirium- of 
intense desire and excitement over the brink, 
Her arm was outstretched to grasp the beau
tiful form which charmed her fancy ; the 
turf yielded to the pressure of her light feet,
and with a shriek she descended like a fit!- ung siar ro mo iuga) mwiv, — - ,
away gasping in death.

How impressively does the tragical event 
illustrate the way in which a majority of im
pénitent sinners perish forever ! It is not a 
deliberate purpose to neglect salvation ; but 
in pursuit of imaginary good, fascinated with 
pleasing objects just in the future, they light
ly, ambitiously, and insanely venture too far.

They sometimes fear the result of desired 
wealth or pleasure ; they sometimes bear the 
thunder of eternity’s deep, and recoil a 
moment from the allurements of sin ; but the 
solemn pause is brief, the onward step is 
taken, the fancied treasure is in the grasp, 
when a despairing cry comes up from Jor
dan’s wave, and the soul sinks into the arms 
of the second death. O, every hour life’s 
sands are sliding from beneath incautious 
feet, and with sin’s fatal flower in the uncon
scious hand, the tritler goes to his doom.

The requiem of such a departure is an 
echo of the Saviour’s question, “ What shall 
a man give in exchange for his soul ?”— 
American Messenger.

The moment that a man begins to" rise 
allow his fellows, he becomes a mark lor 
tlteir missiles. The already superior regard 
him as a probable competitor, and those lie- 
low. or equal, as an impediment to their own 
progress. They make innimon cause, ac
cordingly, for his destruction. But this, if 
he made of the right moral stuff, lie will ra
ther help than hurt him. ll he be truly su
perior, the roiighning process to which the 

| strife subjects him, endows him w ith the most 
beneficial hardihood ; and he continues to as
cend, until lie ceases to lie w ithin the control 
ol either. As soon as they discover the ob
ject, they gather (Item up and make of them 
a monument in Ins honour, equally emulous 
in worship of the genius which they failed 
to victimize. So far, he is safe; hut he is 
then required to be doubly circumspect, and 
his shield must be one of the most crystalline 
propriety. While he struggled lip the ascent, 
they would probably have preferred to have 
seen him Weak anil vicious. But, once upon 
the eminence, Ins adamant must be of more 
perfect proof than ever. Ills former fame 
is now his toe, and the exactions of his sta
tion are more dangerous than all the missiles 
of his ancient enemies. Let him falter , in 
his place—let him touch the earth lor an in
stant, and show his stains—and the clamor 
and the assault are always more formidable 
from the superior elevation of ’’the victim. 
Wo see spots on the sun and moon, which 
we should never regard on a housewull or a 
hillock.—Simms.

of them are happier^hajn the free labourers. 
These contradictory assertions may be re
conciled. The condition of serfs changes 
sensibly according to the character ol their 
masters. When the masters are bad, all 
goes badly ; when they are good, all goes 
well ; and travellers express the impressions 
they receive.

Some restrictions have been imposed up
on the lords. Families of serf's cannot be 
separated, when they exchange masters ; the 
members must be sold together. When a 
nobleman’s land is sold, the serfs are allowed 
to purchase their liberty, and remain propri
etors of the land they cultivate. The 
punishments which may be inflicted on serfs 
are prescribed, and if this measure is ex
ceeded, the serfs may be confiscated by the 
State. A serl may go to the cities to gam 
his living, on condition of paying to his mas
ter an annual sum, which rarely exceeds 
120 francs. There are in Moscow, St. Pe
tersburg, and the other cities, serfs who are 
artists, musicians, merchants, manufacturers; 
some have become millionaires ; but they 
have no right to constrain their masters to 
accept the price of their freedom. The serf 
who lives on his lord’s domains, labors for 
him three days in the week ; the rest of the 
time is his own.

Whether or not tbe system of serfage will 
soon be abolished In Russia, is a question ol- 
ten asked. The government of the emperors 
cannot effect so difficult a task. A czar who 
should dare to proclaim at once complete 
emancipation of the serfs, would lose his 
throne and be assassinated. But on the 
other hand the serfs begin to feel painfully 
the weight of their phams. From time to 
time, they avenge themselves barbarously 
upon their masters, and these revolts are not 
suppressed but by torrents of blood. The 
question will be decided by physical force 
and not by the wisdom of statesmen.

Public instruction is very little diff used in 
Russia, though Catherine II, Alexander

me, though we were dead, yet shall he live. 
And whosoever liveth and believeth in me 
shall never die,” John’s Gos. ix, 25, 26.— 
The power of religion, the life of God in the 
soul of the Christian, stands the test, sustains 
the true believer in tbe hour of death, and 
will be enjoyed by him through all eternity. 
—Evangelical Messenger.

The British Jews,
The Asian mystery is a subject on which 

there has been not a little romantic specula
tion : that the same kind of mystery lies at 
our doors—that forms of life as ancient as 
the pyramids—that a cyclopa-dia of thought 
and emotion as strange as anything to be 
found in the pages of Paulo or the story of 
the Aztec cities — may be found in the 
Minories or Houndsditch, is a circumstance 
on which few, perhaps, give themselves time 
to reflect. Yet, so it is. Within a minute’s 
walk ol the Exchange, uuder the shadow of 
the great edifice which is the seat of our 
Eastpro empire, dwells a race of men whose 
story is bound up, in a marvellous way, with 
that of all mankind, yet who live in a state 
of permanent isolation iront their fellows, 
following a law which almost antedates civi
lization itself, and spurning, in their pride 
and tenacity of purpose, every light of more 
recent ages as for them unavailing or super
fluous. It we pause to consider, it will pro-

and most influenced by their own impulses 
and passions to evil courses, they are less 
reflecting, less experienced, less wise, than at 
any after period of life. They encounter 
in their greatest weakness the strongest al
lurements to error and folly.

Is there no remedy for this state of things ? 
Certainly ; for though young people cannot 
acquire wisdom aud steadiness from their own 
experience,except under the disadvantage we 
have referred to, yet every youth can avail 
himself of the experience and wisdom of 
others who have lived before him and who 
have tested all the allurements of vice and fol
ly ? There is no course of foolish, or vicimis, 
or Virtuous conduct, which has not been tlB^ 
thousands of times by our predecessors,.aw 
the results of their experience are well- 
known. Let the young of the present day 
accept the experience and testimony ot taose 
who have trod the various paths of life in the 
past. It is the height of folly to repeat ex
periments which have already been 
plied beyond ail reason.

In view of the ample experience 
past, there is no excuse for the youn 
who plunges into a career of sensua 
sure and vicious puruits—or who tu 
deaf ear to the claims of virtue. The 
rience of hundreds of generations bears tes
timony against the former course, and in 
favour of the latter. We have the benefit of 
all the acquired knowledge and wisdom of 
all ages, as a stock in trade with which to 
make our <S\vn venture in life.—N. Y.Organ.

liai leather boots or shoes much more con
ducive to health and comfort. They do not 
cause the feet to perspire, as do tbe over
shoes. In England, where there is much 
more wet and damp weather than with us, 
the ladies wear stout and even thick shoes. 
They do not, as loo many of our women do, 
sacrifice health to appearance, and are not 
ashamed to be seen on the streets with their 
feet protected by shoes and soles which an
nounce their approach at some distance.— 
What if they do not glide along as noiseless
ly as spirits ? at all events they are less apt 
on that account actually to become spirits. 
Take our advice, ladies, and don’t wear thin 
shoes.”

Holiness—Revivals,
Ther-p never was more palpable religious 

phiKfeephy than this, uttered from a long 
obsefValron and deep experience, by one of 
the molt successful preachers since the time 

the a titles :—“ Where Christian perfec-

Close Quarters.
In the following conversation, which ac

tually occurred recently in a railroad car, 
between a member of tbe Methodist Church 
and a Catholic Priest, the latter, if we can 
judge rightly, was driven into close quarters.
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Sects before the Reformation.
To Romanist writers, who say there were 

mkdisputes about religion at the time when 
the Reformation brought sects and heresies 
into the Church, Archbishop YVhately re
plies :—

On the contrary, there never was such a 
warm of sects in the world as then prevailed. 

Not to speak of Wyckliffe and Huss, and Je
rome, of Prague, and the Waldenses, who 
were endeavouring to reform the Church, 
there were strange sects, and heresies with
out end, such as have scarce ever been heard 
of since the Reformation—so wild in their 
opinions, and so abominable iu their practice. 
There were Manicheans, and Fatricelli, aud 
Turlupians, and the Brethren of the Free 
Spirit, and the Apostolical», and myriad» 
more besides ; and though the Church of 
Rome bestirred itself to the utmost to put 
down these sects by fire and sword, massa- 
creing them often by thousands at a time, yet 
it could never wholly root them out ; because 
the ignoracce of the people left them open to 
l>e imposed upon by crafty and fanatical 
teachers.

Let not Roman Catholics, then, pretend 
that it is the reading of the Scriptures that 
has brought in wild and extravagant sects 
among us ; they had n thousand times wilder 
sects among themselves long I «fore the Re
formation ; and though we have many differ
ences among us, yet our old extravagant 
sects have either soon become quiet and 
rational, or else quite disappeared ; and the
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adjacent SI 
jestic river, a friend 
current and related tiie following incident :

Nof long before, when the spring rains 
had tilled the broad channel with a surging 
flood, a lumberman ventured out in a boat 
tl|ion the b:tv, to save limber which wa- 
breaking from its fastenings, and would soon 
be swept down the stream unless secured.— 
In his absorbing interest to prevent the lo*s 
he went too far in the rushing tide. His 
little bark was caught by the current, and 
amid wild shrieks for help he was borne 
aWHy__arrow-hke before tbe tumultuous wa
ters. ‘

The alarm spread and a neighbour recol
lecting there was a bridge, several miles be
low, mounted a horse and haste,neil to that 
only place of rescue. Onward in helpless 
calmness the imperiled boatman sped ; and 
on the shore his deliverer rode with tbe tieet-

Amiability without Godliness.

ourselves or for those we love, on tliifgroimd 
of an amiable cast of character. We would 
be far from disparaging those bright pictures 
of family-life, where, with affectionate rival
ry, all tho members vie in the work of milk
ing each other happy. Such examples shine 
as lights in the darkness, and the homes 
which exhibit them look like cultivated spots 
redeemed from tbe vast spiritual waste—faint 
images of what earth for a brief space was, 
and of what man might have Forever been. 
Still, we can never allow » ' man to plead 
these graceful affections as a reason why ho 
should neglect to seek the great salvation ; 
to set up the exactitude with which he dis
charges the duties of the second table, in 
extenuation of his deficient ohfelience to the 
spiritual requirements of the, first. The 
ualities we speak ol may serve for an or- 
laraent to religion, but they will not do as a 
ubstitute for it. They may dignify the 
hristian chane-ter, but they will not make 

tone. The carved work of the temple would 
ill suit for a foundation ; and the reed, which 
bows gracefully to the passing wind, will 
pierce the hand that makes it its support 
and staff “ These things olightest thou to 
have done,” we would say to one of this es
timable class, ‘‘and not to have left tho 
other undone."—Moore's Cambridge Uni- 
versifyj Sermons.

An Affecting Story.
The following affecting story was related 

by Mr. Dudley, an agent of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, at the anniversary of 
tbe Birmingham Sunday School Union:— 

In the county of Kent lives or lived u 
clergyman and his lady, wlto took a very 
active |iart in the Sunday School connected 
with his church. They had in the school a 
ls>y, the only son of a widow, who was noto
riously wicked, despising all the earnest 
prayers and admonitions oUtlie clergyman, 
who, out of pity tor his )ssir widowed mother 
kept him in the school eighteen months. At 
length he found it absolutely necessary to 
dismiss the lad us a warning to others. lie 
soon after enlisted as a soldier in a regiment 
liait was soon ordered to America, it being 
luring the last American war. Some time 
after, the poor widow called upon the cler
gyman to Iwg a Bible ol the smallest size.— 
Surprised nt such a request from an indivi
dual who was on the verge of eternity, and 
who he knew had one or two Bibles of large 
print, which she hud long used to good pur
pose, he inquired what slie wanted it for- — 
Siie answered, “ A regiment is going out to 
America, aud I want to send it to my jioor 
boy ; and O ! sir, who knows what it may 
do ?”

She sent the Bible which the clergyman 
gave her, hy a pious soldier, who, upon his 
arrival at their destination, found the widow’s 
-on the very ringleader of the regiment in 
every description vice. After the soldier 
had made himself known, lie said, “James, 
your mother has sent you her last present.”

“Ah!” be replied iu a careless manner, 
i. j. g|l(. gone at last ? I hope she lias seiiV 
me some cash.”

The pious soldier told him lie believed toe 
poor widow was dead ; “but,” said he, “ slm 
has sent you something of more value than 
gold or Silver, (presenting him With the 
Bible,) and, James, it was her dying r-quest 
that you would read on-: verse, at least, ot 
this book every d ty ; and cm you refuse 
her dying charge ?" /

“ Well,” said James, *• it is not too much 
to ask, (opening the Bible.) so here goes.”

He opened the Bible at tho words, “ Coine 
uiito me all ye that are weary and heavy 
laden, ar(d I will give you rest.”

“ Welf,” said he, “ this is very odd. L 
haVe opened to tbe only verse in the Bible 
that l could ever learn by heart, when I was 
in the Sunday School ; I never could lor 
the life of me commit another. It is very 
strange ! but who is this Me that is mention
ed in the verse ?

I
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ness ot a courier towards the bridge. Reaoh- 

* ing the structure which trembled to the 
j violence of the flood, he called for a rope, 
and throwing it over the arch, waited the 
approach of the pale and anxious man. He 
saw the swaying cord, and as he swept be
neath if, grasped it with the energy of a last 
hope, the thread of life. In another moment 
he was in the embrnee of bis friends. And 
I have thought when 1 have seen men un
concerned for their souls’ salvation, and on 
the current ot depravity, sweeping them 
away, there must come a decisive crisis, n 
last oiler of mercy: and. who will say when 
a trivially hand of a Redeemer will be with
drawn forever, “ I might have been saved,"
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